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DYING SAYINGS, &c. 


OHN BEERE, of Weymouth in the county 
of Dorſet, was born of believing parents, in the 
year 1659, and when he grew up, he embraced the 
ſame faith with them, and profeſſed truth in much 
plainneſs and ſincerity, and was, through the power 
of it, of a blameleſs converſation, a good example, 
and of great ſervice in the church, | 
In the year 1693, being about thirty-four years of 
age, he received a giſt of the miniſtry, in which he 
was a faithful Jabourer, though he did not travel far, 
but had good ſervice in his own country, He was 
well beloved and eſteemed by his friends and near 
neighbours, to whom he adminiftered much tender 
and wholeſome advice; and in his laſt ſickneſs, two 
days before he died, he ſent for a friend and neigh- 


bour, who, when he came, aſked him how he did: 


he replied, <I have but one pain to encounter with, 
Vor. II. hm 2 © that 
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< that is the pain of my body, for my mind is at 
£ eaſe. At another viſit of the ſame friend, he re- 
peated the ſame, The day that he departed, there 
were ſeveral friends and others to viſit him, to whom 
he gave ſeaſonable advice, deſiring them to be faith- 
ful faying; „Although you are few in number, if 

you continue faithful, the Lord will increaſe you;“ 
and deſired them to make their peace with the 
£ Lord in the time of their health, for on a death 
_ © bed they would have enough to do to ſtruggle with 
© the pain of the body; for,” he ſaid, if he had not 
© made his peace with the Lord before he came on a 
£ dying bed, he had been miſerable.“ Another time, 
his eldeſt daughter aſking how he did, he faid, I 
am waiting for my change,” and defired his chil- 
dren to be obedient to their mother, and keep out 
© of all evil company.“ Many were the ſeaſonable and 
comfortable expreſſions, which he gave forth in the 
time of his weakneſs, that cannot be remembered. 
He died the 5th of the ſeventh month, 17033 aged 
44 years, a miniſter ten years. 


AIZ ABER, wife of William Markes, of 
North- Crowley! in Buckinghamſhire, was taken 
Ill with a feyer about the 13th of the ſeventh month, 
1703, attended with great pain, waich ſhe bore with 
much patience, In the time of her health ſhe often 
defired that the Lord would be pleaſed to give her a 
little time of retirement before her death. 

She took notice of her petition being granted, and 

ave praiſes to the Lord for his gente viſitations 

and fatherly care over her, 

One of her ſervants ed by by, who was helpful 


to her in her weakneſs, ſhe took her by the hand, 
and i in great zeal ſaid, a ab, poor laſs t in thy 12 
an 


\ 
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and ftrength remember this day; meaning the day 
of her death, She alſo defired her burial ould be 


plain, and no ſuperfluity on her coffin. 


She would have her family called jnto the chamber 
ſeveral times during her illneſs, and prayed very 
fervently. 

A few days before her departure, being very weak, 
ſhe deſired to be ſet up in her bed, and the Lord 
opened her mouth in praiſes to himſelf, ſaying, *God 
is good to Iſrael, and to all that are of an upright 
heart: Oh! praiſes, praiſes, everlaſting praiſes, 
and hallelujah Fo given to Iſrael's God, for he is 
worthy of praiſes. O Lord, I pray, if it be thy 
bleſſed will, preſerve my tender offspring, that 
on may be a ſucceeding generation to ſerve thee 

thy bleſſed truth. And if it be thy will to 
raiſe me from this ſick bed, I ſhall be content; 
but not my will, but thy holy will be done: I freely 
© ſubmit unto thee,” 

She often lifted up her dying hands with inward 
hymns of praiſes, when her ſtrength failed to utter 
words: ſo laid down her head in peace with the 
Lord, the 29th of the ſeventh month, 1703. 
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ARAH SCOTT, daughter of Finals Scott, of 
8 Hambridge in the county of Somerſet, was 
educated in the way of truth, profeſſed by the 
Bo ople called Quakers, by her uncle and aunt 

hiting, who took her as their own, She was 
of a loving and affable temper, and ſober behaviour; 
5 of a weakly conſtitution, not given or addicted to 

ROY bad words or actions; yet when ſhe came upon 
ck bed, it ſeemed hard for her to be reconciled to 
25 ſickneſs : but upon reading ſeveral places in the 
New Teſtament, concerning afflictions and chaſtiſe- 
A 2 ments, 
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ments, as Heb. xii. &c. ſhe came to be reconciled 
to both, and afterward received great ſatisfaction, fo 
that her heart was often enlarged in the love of God, 
and her ſoul did magnify the God of her ſalvation, 

Her uncle aſked her, if ſhe was willing to die ; ſhe 
ſaid, © If I had aſſurance of the love of God, I 
© ſhould.* Then he aſked her, if ſhe had any thing 
upon her mind that troubled her: ſhe anſwered, 
No, nothing in particular, but that ſhe had lived 
no better, or more circumſpect z* upon his men- 
tioning to her the mercy of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 
who died for her, ſhe ſaid, If it be the will of God 
© to take me to himſelf, I am content.“ She 
frequently prayed in ſecret unto the Lord; and 
once being ſpoken to when {til}, ſhe ſaid, © Let me 
© alone, that I may meditate on my God; ' and 
after ſaid, ©* ſhe enjoyed the ſtreams of the love of 
God, but found the enemy ſo buſy, that it was 
© hard to keep her mind ſtaid on the Lord ;* adding, 
* ſhe was ſorry for all that did live wickedly, and 
© lamented what many would do, when they came 
© upon a death bed;' and deſired her aunt to © adviſe 
one of her acquaintance, to take more care of her 
words and actions, or ſhe would find it hard when 
ſhe came upon a death bed.“ And ſhe ſaid, © I 
have had much trouble, the enemy having been 
buſy when I was in meetings, fo that I looked out 
ſometimes, and neglected the inward work, for 
which I have known ſorrow. I have gone through 
nights of ſorrow, and prayer; but now I am made 
willing to die, I ſhall go to a glorious place, where 
there is no temptation nor ſorrow, and where all 
tears ſhall be wiped from the eyes,'—adding, my 
ſpirit is comforted in the love of God, and if I had 
lived more in the fear of God, I ſhould have been 
more comforted.— The Lord hath been good to 
me, —I am willing to die; it ſeemed hard to me 
© ſometimes, yet now it is made eaſy.— And faid, 
. | © All 
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© All muſt be humbled and brought low, one time 
© or other; they muſt bow); if they will not bow in 

© mercy, they muſt in judgment. It is well for me 
that 4 have been afflicted, elſe I might not have 
© known the things that belong to my peace; but 

© now I cannot ſay I do not know them, for I do 
now ſee them, and rejoice in them.“ Next morn- 
ing, ſhe expreſſed a concern for a near relation, de- 
ſiring that ſhe might live in the fear of God, ſaying, 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom :? 

then lamented for thoſe that live in pride, and ſpent 

much time in adorning the body, and walking wan 
tonly. After, ſhe magnified the Lord's goodneſs, 

ſaying, The Lord is a gracious God, and of great 

© mercy and righteouſneſs, and I truſt in him.“ She 
prayed very devoutly, and implored the Lord's mercy, 
and gave good advice, particularly to one, ſaying, 
© Be careful of thy words and carriage, eſpecially in 
© meetings, to keep in thy mind, for God is to be 
worſhipped in ſpirit and truth; and that God had 
given her a meaſure of his grace, that ſhe ſhould 
ſerve him while ſhe was in health, for when ſhe 
did come to a ſick bed, and be in pain, it would 
be harder.” After, ſhe faid, Remember my love 
to all friends that aſk for me;* and then prayed, 
ſaying, Oh! Lord Jeſus, receive my foul, if it 
be thy heavenly will: Oh! Lord, I am truly re- 
ſigned to thy will: Oh! Lord Jeſus, come quick- 
ly, if it be thy heavenly will, Oh! Lord, and make 
my paſſage eaſy. —O Lord! ſend thy angel to 
conduct me to thy heavenly kingdom. O Lord? 

thou art beautiful. Oh Lord ! hear my prayer, - 
and grant me my requeſt, if it be thy heavenly 
will: give me power over the enemy; he is a 
cunning enemy, a ſubtle ſerpent : O Lord! keep 
me from his temptations, who lays his baits at 


© every corner.'—Again ſhe ſaid, There is nothing 
© to be compared ta: thy = all the world is but as a 


3 fading 
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«© fading flower. — Oh! what will it avail a man, to 
© gain the whole world, and loſe his own ſoul. Oh! 
© what need have people to go with their heads ſo 
high, when they muſt all be laid in the duſt. O 
Lord ! thou art ſweet, thy countenance is comely. 
O Lord ! how haſt thou refreſhed me many a time, 
after I have prayed unto thee: Oh! that thou 
wouldſt crown me with glory.“ And ſaid, Oh! 
that we may all meet again in the kingdom of 
heaven. O Lord Jeſus! there is none like unto 
thee, (the author and finiſher of our faith) to help, 
and none elſe can.“ 

The day before ſhe died, ſhe ſaid, © O Lord! thou 
art the great phyſician of value, the heavenly phy- 
ſician, who canſt do that which none elſe can: 
thou canſt raiſe from the dead; ſpeak the word, 
and it ſhall be done: thou art a gracious God, 
and of great mercy, and full of righteouſneſs : thy 
mercies deſerve to be had in everlaſting remem- 
brance, from the beginning of the world to the 
end thereof.— Oh! Lord Jeſus, thou haſt tendered 
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my ſpirit, and humbled my foul : thy works are 


© too wonderful to be [fully] ſpoken of ;* with 


many other heavenly expreſſions ; and in the even- 


ing, her relations thinking ſhe had been departing, 
after ſome time ſhe looked up, and faid, © Pray for 
me.“ Her uncle Bowles being preſent, he found 


a concern upon him to pray to the Lord for her; 
then ſhe ſaid to her aunt, Do not grieve when I 


am gone.“ That night ſhe took leave of all that 
were about her, in a very ſolemn manner, taking 


them by the hand, and bidding them farewel ; and 


after ſaid to her aunt, Now I am juſt a going,” 


"and faid, Come Lord Jefus, come quickly; into 


© thy hands I render my ſoul.” And ſoon after paſſed 


away without ſigh or groan, on the 27th of the eighth 
month, 1703, aged thirteen years, wanting four 


days; and was buried the 3ath of the ſame, from 


— 


Bull 
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Bull and Mouth meeting-houſe, in friends burying- 
ground, near Bunhill-helds, London. 


— ä 
CARAH SOUNDY, wife of William Soundy, 
of Reading, and daughter of William Tovey, 
of Henley upon Thames, was trained up in the fear 
of God, and when on her death bed, ſhe breathed 
forth in an extraordinary manner praiſes to the Lord, 
and ſaid, The Lord is a merciful God, I find him 
© fo to my ſoul; he ſpreadeth a table for his chik 
dren, and the dainties he ſets thereon, and his 
children feed thereat. He honoureth me with his 
preſence, and that is favour enough. And as for 
this world, it is but a bubble: I would not change 
my condition for any of yours (meaning thoſe 
then by her bed-fide) although I might have my 
health; for I can never be better ſatisfied to die, 
© than now Lam ;* with more heavenly expreſſions, 
one day after another (which were not noted): ſhe 
farther ſaid, What have I done, that the Lord 
© ſhould be fo good to me? Many have been great 
© ſufferers, but I have done nothing; fo that if I 
© have but the leaſt place in the kingdom, I ſhalt 
© be ſatisfied, although it be but a door-keeper.” 
She died on the 24th, and was buried in friends 
burying-ground in Henley upon Thames, the 28th 
of the twelfth month, 1703. | 
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ILLIAM FENNELL, aged about twelve 
years, ſon of William Fennell, of Youghall 


in Ireland, whom the Lord had viſited about two years 
before his illneſs, and often followed him with the art 
W 0 e | — proo 
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proofs and convictions of his Holy Spirit, when he 
had ſometimes been wild, and run to play among 
other children. And when he was brought on his 
ſick bed, he was under an inward exerciſe of mind, 
and deſired his mother to read by him ; and another 
time deſired to have the ten commandments read to 
him, which were; and he was aſked, how far he 
found he had kept them ? He anſwered, © He had 
© not, as he could remember, ever taken the Lord's 

© name in vain, and that he had loved and honoured 
© his father and mother, and had been careful not 
© to tell lies or falſe ſtories on any one, nor had he 
© ſtole any thing, except taking ſome plumbs with- 
cout aſking leave, and hoped the Lord would paſs 
© it by, with what elſe he had done amiſs.” Remain- 
ing very weak, he was aſked, if he was willing to 
to die. He anſwered, © If I thought I was fit.” 

The 3d of the firſt month, two Engliſh friends 
being in town, he deſired they might have a meeting 
in the chamber with him, and he afterwards expreſſed 
his ſatisfaction wy and then broke forth in much 
trembling, ſaying, '* O Lord! forgive all my faults, 
< and have mercy and pity on my poor ſoul ; keep 
© out the enemy that is ready to come in upon me, 
© for none but thee, O Lord! is able to do it,” 
with much more; and then called for his ſiſters and 
brother, and exhorted them to © love and fear God, 
© and pray to him to fit them to die, and to love 
truth, and td go to meetings, and think upon God, 
« and the Lord would love them.” And further, 
© to do what their father and mother bid them, and 
© and be obedient to them, and look in their bibles, 
© and they would find it was God's command to 
© children, to obey their parents, for it is well 
< pleaſing unto the Kr * 

One of his companions being by, viz. Edvard 
Lawndry, he ſaid to him, Doſt thou think that 
| ou art fit to die? If thou thinkeſt thou art not, 


« then 
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© then pray to the Lord, and defire him to make 
© thee fit, and do not mind play too much ;* ſaying, 


c he was very ſorry he had fo Jong: but he hoped 


© the Lord would forgive him.“ Lying ſtill ſome 
time under a concern of mind, he was aſked what 
his concern was ; and after ſome pauſe, he anſwered, 
© I am deſiring the Lord to bring me in with the 
© reſt of his loſt ſheep ;* with more to that purpoſe, 
ſaying, © I have cried unto him many a night ſince 
© I have been ill; for I have been a wild boy, and 
© loved play too well, and when you have ſometimes 


© corrected me, I took it a little hard; but now I 


© am glad you did, and I cannot expreſs the love I 
© now have to you, for taking that care of me; you 
© did well; had you not done it, I might have been 
© wilder ; for, ſaid he, the Lord hath been following 

© me, and ſtriving with me, to bring me down theſe 
© two years, and let me fee when I have been run- 
© ning to play, if I continued running on to be 
© wild, then weeping, wailing, and lamentation 
© would be my portion; and ſometimes I have 
© turned back, and have gone into the garret and 


© wept bitterly, and have deſired the Lord to help 


© me: but after, when enticed by my comrades 
© to go, I was not able to reſiſt the temptations, 


© which was my great trouble, and I have got 


© into a ſecret place to endeavour to retire, and 
© often have prayed to the Lord in the night · ſeaſon 
on my knees, when others have been aſleep, 
Oh! he doth not love laughing and joking ; I 
© never read that Chriſt ſmiled, but often prayed 
© and wept.” Then he prayed, © O Lord! hear 
© me, and have pity on me; for thou knoweſt E 
© am very fore afflicted, Lord help me: Oh! it 
is none but thou that canſt do it, Lord. O Lord! 
© be near me, and ſuffer not the enemy to prevail 
over me.“ | 


Speaking 


- 
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., Speaking of the Lord's prayer, this child ſaid, 
© IT have much lamented to conſider how people teach 
their children the Lord's prayer, without mind 
© the depth that is in it, ſaying, Our Father which 
© art in heaven: but they that remain in wickedneſs 
are not his children, ſo cannot rightly call him 
Father. Hallowed be thy name : but too many 
diſhonour it by their wicked words. Thy king- 
dom come: oh! but too few let the Lord live 
and have dominion in them. Thy will be done 
in earth [that is, ſaid he, in our earthen bodies] 
as it is done in heaven ; [and alas! we all know 
there is nothing but the will of God done there] ; 
oh | but how little of the Lord's will is done 
here. Give us this day our daily bread : O Lord, 
ſaid he, give me daily bread from thee. Forgive 
us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs 
againſt us: but oh! how unwillingly do many 
people forgive them that treſpaſs againſt them? 
How can ſuch expect forgiveneſs of the Lord? 
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil; (and then he faid) oh! leave me not in 
temptation, but deliver me from the tempter ; for 
thine is the kingdom, and all power 1s with thee, 
| and glory for ever. This prayer, ſaid he, people 
| © teach their children by heart, and think it is enough. 
© I have been at play with a boy in the ſtreet, and 
| his father hath called to him, ſaying, Have you 
£ ſaid your prayers to-day? and he hath gone in 10 
| © from me, and ſtood behind the door, and hath ; 
| © ſaid this prayer, as faſt as he could for haſte to 
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© to play again; I hearkened to him all the while.“ * 
Such careleſs ones he lamented; and he gave good 1 
advice to many that came to him, and adviſed the 4 


ſervant maid againſt ſpeaking bad words; and though p 
his breath grew ſhort, he ſaid, I deſire to pleaſe the f 
© Lord always;' and ſo continued in a wonderful b 
| manner: he was very reſigned unto the will of the 
Lord, 
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Lord, and deſired his parents to give him up freely, 
then took his leave, in great tenderneſs, of his father, 
mother, ſiſters, and brother, and relations; deſirin 
to have his love remembered to his grandmother, 
and ſome other relations and friends that were not 
preſent; and paufing, he ſaid, Oh! what joy I 
feel! Then praiſing the Lord while ſtrength re- 
mained, and ſo ſweetly departed, being the 14th of 


the firſt month, 1703-4, aged twelve years and a 
half and two days. 


"ILLIAM TURNER, of Hitchin in Hert- 
fordſhire, was one who ſought after truth 
and righteouſneſs from his childhood, and when but 
a youth, complaining to a profeſlor, that he much 
© deſired an inward acquaintance with the Lord, 
© and to be acquainted with the ſpirit of God, was 
© what his ſoul longed for;* the profeſſor adviſed him 
to be acquainted with the ſcriptures, which had been 
his concern; but he could not be ſatisfied with the 
reading of what God did for his people in former 
ages, without feeling after God, and knowing him 
for himſelf. And it pleaſed the Lord in the riches 
of his love, to anſwer the deſires of his ſoul, and to 
open the way of life, and manifeſt the truth, as be- 
lieved by the people called Quakers ; he was con- 
vinced thereof, when he was about twenty years of 
age, by the miniſtry of Thomas Green, and having 

attained to that which his ſoul longed for, viz. the 
true knowledge of God, he preſently became obe- 
dient to the good Spirit of God, and ſuffered both 
ſpoiling of his goods, and impriſonment for the 
truths ſake ; his love to which he manifeſted, by 
bearing. faithful teſtimony to the fame. He was a 
man of blameleſs life, and godly converſation, having 
wh regard 
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regard to the honour of truth in all things, ſeeking 
the advancement thereof above his own temporal 
intereſt; he was a hearty lover of the friends of 
truth, and eſpecially of the faithful publiſhers of the 
goſpel, whom his heart and houſe were always 
open to receive, He was a lover of peace and 
unity in the church, and ſteady in his teſtimony 
againſt looſeneſs and undue liberty ; he was indeed 
a pillar in the church, and a careful overſeer of the 
flock, whom ſometimes he was concerned to exhort 
in a brief teſtimony ; which being delivered in 
much tenderneſs and brokenneſs of ſpirit, was of 
ſervice and comfort to the faithful people of God. 
He was afflicted with pain and weakneſs of body 
a conſiderable time before he died, but bore it with 
much patience : his wife cannot remember that ſhe 
ever heard one unadviſed word proceed out of his 
mouth all the time of his illneſs ; he would ſay, that 
© his aMiction was not laid upon him in anger; but 
£ whom the Lord loved he chaſtiſeth.* When his 
wife did bewail the loſs ſhe ſhould have of him, he 
ſaid, © It will be better for me to go hence, for I 
© ſhall be at reſt and peace, where there ſhall be no 
© more trouble.“ About three days before his death, 
he called for his children, and ſaid, What I have 
£ to ſay, I ſhall ſpeak in a few words, but remember 
© them when I am gone; mind truth above all, and 
© then God will bleſs you! and be kind to your 
© mother, and do nothing without her advice; and 
do not marry to any but them that love truth well.” 
And he charged his children, © to be none of them 
© that ſtrive to ſtay at home, but ſtrive who ſhall go 


© to meeting,” A little before he died, he ſaid, I 


find nothing but that it will be well with me to 
ball eternity.“ To his eldeſt daughter Elizabeth, 
wife of John Pryor, of Hertford, he ſaid, © Be an 
£ upright hearted woman, and walk uprightly before 
5 the ord.“ : 5 
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He departed this life the ſixth of the. firſt month, 
1704, in the ſixty-firſt year of his age. His body 


was decently buried in friends burying- ground at 
Hitchin. | 


RANCIS BLAIEKE LING, of Winder near 
Sedberg in Yorkſhire, was an harmleſs man 

trom his youth, born of ſober parents; he was con- 
vinced about the time of George Fox's firſt coming 
to publiſh truth, which was in the year 1652, and 


he gladly received the truth in the love of it, and 


faithfully walked in it, and cheerfully ſuffered for it, 
not only extreme ſpoiling his goods, but pretty long; 
impriſonment in York caſtle; and the Lord not 
only gave him to believe and ſuffer, but alſo gave 
him a part of the miniſtry, to teſtify unto the bleſſed 
truth, which he had believed in, and to that word 
of reconciliation, nigh in the heart, in which work, 
according to his meaſure, he was a faithful labourer, 
though he did not travel far abroad, neither was his 
teſtimony long, but it was very eaſy, and comfort= 
able to the faithful: he in a plain teſtimony hit the 
mark, both in reproof to the wicked, and comfort 
of true mourners in Sion. He was a man well be. 
loved, and eſteemed both by friends and others ; 


wherefore in the time of his ſickneſs, many came to 


viſit him, who found him in a comfortable frame of 
jpirit ; he patiently enduring thoſe bodily infirmities 
which he was under, and much reſigned in his mind 
to God's will, whether for life or death, often ſay- 
ing, The Lord was, and always had been ver 

good and favourable to him, and he found nothing 


© but peace to his ſoul from the Lord, and he was 


© ready to leave this world, whenever his Lord pleaſed 


(to call him out of it.” | 
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In much cheerfulneſs his ſpirit was borne up in his 
ſickneſs, increaſing in ſweetneſs of ſpirit, and ex- 
preſſions, which are not written down, being not 

rfectly remembered. As he lived in love and unity 
with his brethren, ſo he died. ; 

He departed this life the 20th of the firſt month, 
1704, aged ſeventy-three years; a believer in truth, 


fifty-two years, 
nn 
ſhe received the truth, and ſuffered impri- 


onment for her teſtimony to it. She was well eſ- 
teemed, being a woman that loved truth, and was 


\ NNE TRUSS was born at Reading, where 


zealouſly given up to promote its honour, and en- 


couraged faithfulneſs among the profeſſors of it, 
both by exhortation and example, was often con- 
cerned in publick to ſpeak of the goodneſs of God, 
in Chriſt Jeſus, to mankind, from a ſenſe and taſte 
thereof, and preſſed to diligence in the worſhip of 
God, and holineſs of life : and life and power at- 
tended her teſtimony, She often deſired her laſt 
ſickneſs might not be long; and it was but about 
four days, in which time ſhe counſelled her friends, 
neighbours, and grand-children, that came to ſee 
her, and were with her, to prize their precious time, 
and to keep out of every thing that would offend the 
Lord, and faid, My peace is made with the Lord.“ 
She prayed with much ſweetneſs for her grand-chil- 
dren, and that the Lord would deitroy all that in 
his people which was contrary to himſelf. A few 
hours before ſhe departed, faid, I now hope I ſhall 
© be at reſt.” | 

She died the 17th of the fixſt month, 1704, aged 
ſeventy- ſix years, . 


PRISCILLA 
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RISCILLA RICHARDS, daughter of John 
and Priſcilla Richards, of Howſey near Liſkard, 

in the county of Cornwall, was born the 18th of the 
ſixth month, 1680, and though educated in her fa- 
ther's family, of which only her mother frequented 
the meetings of the people called Quakers ; yet did 
this young maiden begin according to the advice of 
the wiſe man, to “ remember her Creator in the 
« days of her youth ;*” and did not only come to 
the meetings of the ſaid people, but turned with her 
heart to the Lord, and as ſhe came towards ſeven- 
teen years of age, ſhe grew in the fear of God, and 


in plainneſs and ſolidity, not regarding the gaiety of 


this periſhing world, but became very modeſt in her 
habit, ſpeech, geſture, and in all her deportment, 
and was greatly in love with the company of the beſt 


friends, to whom ſhe alſo became very acceptable; 


and though the family in which ſhe lived, might 
miniſter occaſion to her, to look out at the ways 


and glory of this world, yet was ſhe at once weaned 


therefrom, and delighted in retirement of ſpirit, and 
in that ſociety, which might be helpful to her in 
her way to that heavenly habitation, to which ſhe 
was travelling, and whereunto the Lord brought her 
in the prime of her blooming years : for ſhe was 
ſcarcely twenty years of age, when ſhe was viſited 
with infirmities of body, which ſtill brought her nearer 
to the Lord; and although ſhe met with ſome exerciſes 
rievous to her tender ſpirit, yet ſhe was reſigned to 
the will of God, And about the beginning of the 
year 1704, it was perceived that her diſtemper 
tended to a dropſy, in which abundance of care, 
both of parents and able phyſicians was uſed, yet her 
diſeaſe increaſed, ſo that it was apparent ſome months 
before ſhe died, that * was little or no dare 
; 2 | cr 
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her recovery; which ſhe foreſaw, yet was well ſatiſ⸗ 
fied and Nes to the will of God, in which ſhe 
had peace and great quietneſs of mind, and would 
often teſtify as much to her mother, and thoſe about 
her, as well as friends, who frequently viſited her; 
for having her affections drawn out of the world, it 
became eaſier to her to leave it. | 

Her mother ſitting by her, ſhe faid, © It is well 
© for me that I feared the Lord in my youth, ſeeing 
© old age is not like to be my lot.” 

Thoſe friends who viſited her in this time of her 
weaknefs, were greatly comforted in the teſtimony 
ſhe gave, and ſenſe they had of her living condition 
of ſoul, in a dying ſtate of body. To a friend who 
ſaid to her, I hope, if thou doſt recover, thou wilt 
live to praiſe the Lord; ſhe replied, © I do not de- 
* fire life upon any other terms.“ Her expreſſions were 
many, and frequent, as to her peace and acquieſ- 
cence of mind, but her friends not ſuppoſing her 


end to be fo near, they were not duly written down. 


Her mother at a certain time, hearing her ſpeak of 
her willingneſs to be with the Lord, ſaid, Haſt 
thou no ſympathy with my ſorrow and grief, at the 
« parting from thee ??* ſhe replied, © Mother, thou 
< beginneſt to grow old, and it will not be long e'er 
© we meet again in a better place, if we are found 
doing the will of God.“ And in this ſweetneſs of 
temper, ſhe abode without reluctancy or impatience 
at her ſtate of body, which decayed daily ; ſhe was 
taken with ſome fainting fits, which made her atten - 
dants ſtir more than uſual, at which ſhe reviving, 
faid, Why did you not let me alone, I was very 
< eaſy, and in much quiet ;* then turning to her 
mother, ihe ſaid, © Time will come; do not grieve, 
© nor make the Lord angry.“ And to ſome about 
her, © Do not leave repentance until a dying hour, 
for the body hath enough to do to bear its pains.“ 
On the fourtcenth of the ſeventh month, being 

ſenſibly 
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ſenſibly weakened, and feeling the approaches of 
death, ſhe ſaid, © Come, come, come, why ſo long?“ 
and in a very little time after, called out, © Lord 
« Jeſus receive my ſpirit,“ and preſently breathed 
forth her laſt, according to her prayer to the Lord, 
that ſhe might not go ſtupified out of the world; for 
ſhe died in full underſtanding, and ſoundneſs of 
mind, and is gone to reſt in the Lord, bleſſed be his 
name for ever. | 

On the 18th of the ſeventh month, 1704, her 
body was decently buried, from her father's houſe, 
in friends burying-ground in the pariſh of Liſkard. 

'Thus we have an example, as one of old faid, 
Of youth that is ſoon perfected, which ſhall con- 
© demn the many years, and old age of the ungodly. 


— — —j— —t. 


INHOMAS THOMPSON, of Skipſea, was 
convinced of the truth of God, by that faith... 
ful miniſter of the goſpel of Chriſt, William Dewſ- 
bury, in the year 1652, and ſhortly after had his 
mouth opened to declare the name of the Lord, 
and preach repentance to the people, and was pre- 
ſerved in faithfulneſs to the truth to the end of his 
days; not turning his back from ſufferings, but pa- 
tiently endured reproach for Chriſt's ſake, ſpoiling 
of goods, with many years impriſonment ; when it 


\ pleaſed the Lord to viſit him with the illneſs whereof 


he died, which began on the 26th of the ſixth month, 


1704, his heart was filled with the love of God, 


and he was enabled {though very weak in body) to 
go to ſeveral meetings, in which the Lord's hea- 
venly power did attend him. On the ſixth of the 
ſeventh month, he was at the monthly-meeting, 
held at Harpham, being the laſt publick meeting he 
was at, where he bore a plain and powerful teſti- 
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mony to the truth, labouring to encourage friends 
to be faithful to God, and diligent in the ſervice of 
truth, according to their ſeveral abilities, gifts, and 
endowments, that ſo an increaſe of the peaceable 
government of Chriſt might be witneſſed, both in 
the particular, and alſo in the general, He was a 
laborious man in the work of the goſpel, having 
travelled in truth's ſervice ſeveral times through 
Scotland, and in many places in this nation; and 
{as he ſaid when upon a dying bed) „for many 
years had not flipt any opportunity of being ſer- 
© viceable.* His teſtimony was plain, but powerful, 
found and convincing, and fevere againſt wicked- 
neſs; but to the young and tender-hearted he was 
very loving and aftectionate, even as a nurſe that 
cheriſheth her children. Several friends viſiting him 
in his chamber, he declared of © the lovingkindneſs 
of God, and of his tender dealings with his ſoul, 
© from his youth to that day; and that he felt the 
© Lord, who had been the guide of his youth, to be 
© the ſtaff of his old age, and exhorted friends to 
© faithfulneſs and confidence in God, that they 
© ſhould depend upon the arm of his power and 
© providence for ever.” 

On the 13th day of the month, ſeveral friends 
being with him, he faid, that © He was content to 
< live or die, as the Lord pleaſed, in whom he had 
peace; and that he was in no doubt concerning 
© his ſalvation, but was ſatisfied for ever, and could 
« fay with Job, the Lord had granted him life and 
© favour, and his viſitations ſtill preferved his ſpirit.“ 


The next day being the 14th, and the day of his 
departure out of this world, he ſpake little in the- 


forenoon, being under much bodily weakneis and 
pain at times; but about the ſecond or third hour 
in the afternoon, in a heavenly melting manner he 
faid, < The Lord is my portion, and the lot of mine 
© inheritance for ever; I am not diſmayed, I have 
3 Ps © peace 
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© peace with God;' and after a conſiderable pauſe 
he ſaid, © Since the day that the word of the Lord 
© came unto me, ſaying, As thou art converted, 
© ſtrengthen thy brethren ; and if thou loveſt me, 
© feed my lambs; I have ſpared no pains, neither 
in body nor ſpirit, neither am I conſcious to my- 
© ſelf of flipping any opportunity of being ſervice- 
© able to truth and friends; but have gone through 
© what was before me with all willingneſs poſſible; 
© now I feel the love of God, and the returns of 
peace into my boſom ;* which words were ſpoken 
in ſuch a ſenſe of God's heavenly power, that it 
wonderfully broke and tendered friends preſent. 
Another time he ſaid, © The Lord Jeſus Chriſt has 
© ſhed his precious blood for us, and laid down his 
© life, and became fin for us, that we might be 
© made the righteous of God in him. O this is 
© love indeed!“ Again he faid, © My heart is filled 
© with the love of God. Oh the excellency! Oh 
© the glory! Oh how glorious and excellent is the 
© appearance of God! The rays of his glory fill 
his tabernacle :* and fo he ſung melodiouſly, ſay- 
ing, O praiſes, praiſes, high praiſes, and halle- 
* Ityah to the King of Sion, who reigns gloriouſly 
© this day.“ All which being fpoken in a heavenly 
ſenſe of the aboundings of the life of the divine 
and living word, which was with the Father in the 
beginning, mightily overcame and melted the ſpirits 
of friends. To a neighbour that came in to fee 
him, he faid, We muſt put off theſe mortal bo- 
© dies; but to them that fear the Lord, there is an 
immortal one prepared.“ He continued cheerful 
and ſenſible to the laſt. About three quarters of 
an hour before his death, he fpake to one that had 


been under a convincement ſeveral years, but had 


not been faithful, exhorting him to © repent and 
© be faithful to what God had manifeſted to him, 
© that ſo he might find mercy ;* with many more 


words 
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words which are not remembered, telling him, that 
© he would find it a terrible thing to appear before 
© an angry God z' that © he ſpoke to him in love, 
© and would have him take it ſo;* and bid him 
© remember the words of a dying man.* Another 
time he ſaid to friends, © Ye are my witneſſes, that 
© I have not withheld from you the counſel and 
© mind of God; I have laboured to provoke you to 


© faithfulneſs and diligence in his ſervice, that ſo a 


© crown of glory ye might receive at the hand of the 
© Lord, which is laid up in ſtore for all the righ- 
© teous, and my conſcience is clear in God's ſight.“ 
Being filled with the power and love of God, he 
often praiſed his holy and glorious name; and about 
the ſeventh hour he paſſed away like a lamb, into 
his Father's boſom, without ſo much as either ſigh 
or groan, and is at reſt in the Lord for evermore. 
He departed this life in the ſeventy-third year of 
his age, the 14th of the ſeventh month, 1704; a 
labourer in the goſpel about fifty years. 


» 


OHN BOWRON, born at Cotherſtone in 
J Yorkſhire, near Barnard-Caſtle, in the year 
1627, which was the place of his outward habita- 
tion to his death, He received the truth by the 
miniſtry of George Fox and James Naylor, when 
they came into thoſe parts, about the year 1653; 
and ſoon after he went to Startford ſteeple-houſe, 
and preached to the prieſt and people, and from 
thence to the croſs, and to Barnard-Caſtle; then he 
went to Bowes, and ſtood up in the ſteeple-houſe 
yard, and ſpake to the people there; and one of the 
men cried out to the people, © Hang him, hang him 
© in; the bell-houſe;* and ſome time after that man 
hanged himſelf, After that he travelled * 
| | ale, 
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cale, and had a meeting there, and fo to Scotland: 
at Edinburgh he preached to the people as he went 
through the ſtreets of that city, and at the croſs, and 
there were Engliſh ſoldiers who were kind to him in 
his journey through that nation; but the prieſts 
were in a rage againſt him, for he was a dread to 
them, | 

About the year 1656 he took another journey to 
Scotland, ad at Kirkwall he took ſhipping for Bar- 
badoes, and was kindly received in that iſland ; he 
had many good meetings there; and they would 
have had him tarry with them as long as he lived; 
but when his ſervice was over in that iſland, he took 
ſhipping for Surinam, and travelled upon the coaſts 
of Guiana, a country of South America, three or four 
hundred miles, where the people go moſtly naked. He 
went to their fort of worſhip, which was performed by 
beating upon holly trees, and making a great noiſe 
with ſkins, like a ſort of drum ; and he declared the 
word of the Lord among them by an interpreter ; 
and he travelled to Commawena, and Bottzco, and 
Bantibs, and Truckeribo, and Spacklewood coun- 
try, and ſpake to their kings, who were arrayed with 
fiſh ſhells hung about their necks and arms; and 
they ſpake to him in their language, and confeſſed 
he was * a good man come from far to preach the 
© white man's God.“ After he had declared the day 
of the Lord in this barbarous country, he returned 
with his interpreter back to Barbadoes again, and 
ſtaid a little time there, viſiting friends; and a ſhip 
preſenting, he embarked for England, which proved 
a long perilous voyage of thirteen weeks paſſage; for 
after they had been at ſea about ſix weeks, they met 
with a violent ſtorm, which took away their rigging, 
and their proviſions grew ſcanty, ſo that for five 
weeks they were reduced to a pint of water and a 
biſket a day each man. There were about ſixty per- 
ſons on board, and ſome died; but at length they 
arrived 
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arrived at Dover, whence he travelled by land for 

London, and met with George Fox and Francis 

- Howgill, to whom he gave an account of his voyage; 

this was about the time that Richard Cromwell was 

made Protector of England, to whom he went with 

a meſſage from the Lord, and warned him of the day 
of the Lord. 

After, he returned home into Yorkſhire, and reſt- 
ing a little time, he took his journey into Scotland 
again, and ſo into Ireland, travelling through all that 
nation from ſea to ſea, and returned back again; 
and fo continued viſiting that nation of Ireland fix 
times in ſix years. He was divers times in priſon 
for the teſtimony of the truth ; as at Durham goal, 
and at Richmond houſe of correction twenty weeks 
in a ſharp winter; and for being at a meeting at 
Croft-bridge, they took from him a horſe and two 
ſteers, and impriſoned him again in Durham goal; 
afterwards he was releaſed by the Biſhop of Durham. 
He often times travelled to 1 in company with 
pe Langſtaff, and to Briſtol, and the Weſt of 

ngland, till of latter years, hindered by age and 
bodily infirmity. After many journeys and ſore tra- 
vel and labour, the Lord gave this bleſſing, that he 
lived to be full of days, and died in peace in the ſame 
houſe where he was born. About two weeks be- 
fore his death, he rode to the meeting as he uſed to 
do, and bore his teſtimony among friends; and two 
or three days after went to the burial of an ancient 
friend, and his grandchild waited upon him, where 
he ſpake at the grave-yard a pretty while. The 
firſt day after, finding his ſtrength decay, he deſired 
his ſon Henry Bowron, to go to the mecting, and 
acquaint friends, © That his days were almoſt ſpent, 
© and he knew not that he ſhould come any more 
© amongſt them :* his ſon anſwered his deſire, and 
many friends came to ſee him ; two days after he 
aroſe without help, and came cheerfully forth of his 
| chamber; 
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chamber. After, he took his grandchildren by the 
hand, ſaying, Stay with me, go not away, for I 
am taking my journey to a city, New Jeruſalem, 
© that needeth not the light of the ſun, nor the light 
© of the moon, for the Lord God and the Lamb is 
© the light thereof ;* and added, ſaying, Sion is a 
© precious habitation, he that dwelleth within the 
gates of Sion ſhall never want,” Again, What 
© can be expected ? I have ſeen many good days, I 
© have ſeen the wonders of God both by ſea and 
© land — “ and the fea ſaw the wonders of God and 
& fled, and Jordan was driven back.” 

And in great ſweetneſs of ſpirit, and peace of foul, 
he continued ſenſible to the laſt, | 


He died the 5th day of the eighth month, 1704. 
Aged - 77 1 Years 
A Miniſter 51 ; 


OO 


1 UPSHER was born in the pariſh 
of Lexden, in the borough of Colcheſter, in the 
ſixth month, 1672. He was educated in the Preſby- 
terian way, and was 4 er inclined from his 
youth, often ſeeking the Lord for the good of his 
foul, and delighted in reading the holy ſcriptures. 
About the fourteenth year of his age, he left the 
Preſpyterians, and joined himſelf with the people 
called General Baptiſts, and became a preacher 
among then when young, and was well eſteemed by 
them, until it pleaſed the Lord more effectually to 
viſit him by the light of Jeſus Chriſt, unto which he 
turned his heart, and came to ſee the emptineſs of 
his former profeſſions, and talk of religion, without 
the knowledge of God and Chriſt by the revelation 
of the ſpirit, | 
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A few days after he was convinced of truth, he 
writ a letter, which was ſent to the Baptiſt meeting, 
to be read on the firſt day of the week, ſhewing the 
cauſe why he left them; this letter was dated the 
13th of the ninth month, 1692, ſo that he was 
twenty years of age when he came among the people 
called Quakers, He was a diligent attender of the 
meetings of that people for the worſhip of God, 
waiting upon him in ſilence and retirement of mind, 
for his teaching and counſel, until he was pleaſed to 
beſtow upon him a gift in the miniſtry, which he 
received in great humility, and entered upon his 
miniſtry, in ſpeaking a few words amongſt friends, 
in much fear and tenderneſs, to the comfort and 
refreſhment of many. And God in tender mercy did 
increaſe his gitt, ſo that he became an able miniſter 
of the goſpel, to the turning of many from darkneſs 


unto the light of Chriſt Jeſus ; and in that ſervice he 


travelled in moſt parts of this nation of England, 
and alſo in Ireland. 

As he often in the time of health remembered and 
ſpake of his death, ſo he did in his ſickneſs, ſaying, 
£ I do not expect to live long in this world, I have 
been preparing for a better; I do not deſire to live 
£ here on my own account, I long more and more 
© to be at home with my God, yet I would not be 
© of that ſort, to deſire my reward before my work 
is done; there is nothing here can invite my ſtay, 
£ but if God hath further ſervice for me in this 
£ world, I am reſigned and given up to his will.” 

In a letter to a particular friend, writ in the time 
of his ſickneſs, he expreſſed himſelf in theſe words, — 

© When I conſider thoſe many unaccountable 
© changes, which we, and ours, and all we have in 
© this world, are ſubject to, it ſeems a ſufficient anti- 
« dote againſt the inordinate love of it, and it ap- 
« pears to me, that it is want of due thoughtfulneſs, 
which makes many ſo much engaged in it, as 

© almoſt 
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© almoſt wholly to ſequeſter all thoſe religious en- 
© deavours which are really neceſſary to make ſure 
© of an eternal intereſt, | 

© It is now a long time ſince I have enjoyed one 
© day of perfect health as heretofore ; I conſider it 
© as a preparatory ſummons from this frail ſtate of 
life; and to conclude, I thank God, I am not 
© altogether unmindful of my duty, in ſetting m 
© houſe in order againſt the time ſhall come that J 
© muſt die and not live; I hope to live in a far better 
© ſtate, and there to enjoy all the generations of 
© the juſt that are gone before, and ſhall hereafter 
© follow.” | 

About the ſame time, ſeveral friends being with 
him, he deſired they might bear him witneſs, ſay- 
ing, * My dependance, hope and truſt, is only and 
alone in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and that I do not 
value myſelf upon any qualification or endowment, 
but lay all down at the feet of Jeſus, and am 
© as nothing before him.“ About two days after, 
though weak in body, he was carried in a coach to 
Ipſwich, to the burial of a friend; and when he 
came there, he ſeemed very unht for the ſervice of 
the day, there being many people at the burial, but 
the Lord ſtrengthened him to declare the truth and 
word of life for about an hour and an half, which 
much affected the people in general; and friends, 
who knew his weakneſs of body, admired the love 
and goodneſs of God to him. He prayed alſo, and 
ſpake at the grave ſome time, and appeared ſtronger 
after the meeting than before, and continued better 
a few days after; but his ſickneſs returned again, 
in which he was very patient under great pains, 
which he ſaid no tongue could expreſs, deſiring to 
be reſigned ;, and the Lord bleſſed him with reſigna- 
tion, faith, and patience under all. 2 
Too a friend that came to viſit him, who made 
ſome obſervation of the prevalency of his diſtemper, 
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he ſaid, © Now in all likelihood IJ am about to take 
< my laſt leave of you all, and I pray God from my 
c heart to bleſs you.“ Many ſound expreſſions were 
ſpoken to thoſe who viſited him in his ſickneſs; to 
ſome, counſel and advice; to others, his own ex- 
erience of the mercy and goodneſs of God. Being 
deſired to ſend for another phyſician, he anſwered, 
© No, I am fatisfied, if God had been pleaſed to 
© have ſaid Amen to means, there has been ſufh- 
< cient means uſed for my recovery, and therefore I 
c ſhall have my eye only to the Lord for help.“ At 
another time he ſaid, My tongue is not able to 
< expreſs what I feel of the love and goodneſs of 
God now when I have moſt need of it; a faying 
uſed by that plain deſpiſed people is very true, that 
Life is better than words. There is one thing I 
cannot find out, why the Lord ſhould ſo abound 
in his love and mercy to me, who am unworthy 
c of the leaſt of his mercies.* There was great 
refreſhment felt many times in being with him in 
filence, in time of his ſickneſs. On a firſt day in 
the morning, ſeveral friends being in his chamber, 
he deſired that they might wait upon the Lord to- 
gether ; and the Lord was pleaſed to open his mouth 
to praiſe his holy name. Some friends deſired him 
to ſay little to thoſe who came to viſit him; his 
anſwer was, I know not whether I may have ano- 
c ther opportunity to do it.“ He remembered the 
faithful, and ſpake of their bleſſed eſtate; at the 
ſight of which, he was even as it were in a rapture 
of joy, praiſing the Lord to the comfort of thoſe 
preſent, ſaying, * Oh ! that I might declare of the 
£ wonders of the Lord that I have ſeen in the deeps, 
© but I am reſigned to the will of the Lord.“ His 
pains and exerciſes were very great, and, as he often 
ſaid, unknown; yet he alſo ſaid, © the Lord is very 
ood to me, and bears up my ſpirits in the midſt 

$ of them all.“ Taking leave of ſeveral friends who 
Vvuoiſited 
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viſited him, he ſaid, Oh! that you may ſo live, 


© that we may meet again in the manſions of eternal 
© reſt,*” He remembered his dear love to friends 
every where, ſaying, they are near my life, I have 
© true unity with them in ſpirit.” At a meeting in 
his chamber, about fourteen days before he died, the 
ſtate of the church, and many precious truths were 
opened unto him, and in a heavenly frame of ſpirit 
he fpake of the wonderful wiſdom, love, and good- 
neſs of God, exhorting friends to be more faithful 
and diligent in the ſervice of the Lord. fig 

About ten days before his death, finding himſelt, 
as he thought, ſomewhat better, he went to the 
meeting, being the firſt day of the week, and prayed 
tervently in the forenoon meeting, praiſing the name 
of the Lord, in a ſenſe of his mercy and goodnels ; 
but in a day or two he altered much, his diſtemper- 
prevailing upon him. He deſired to be carried de- 
cently to his grave, ſaying, * I love decency, and 
© defire to die in great humiliation, and commit my 
© ſpirit into the hands of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 
About the time of his death, he was in a heavenlv 
frame of ſpirit, and ſpake of a glorious meeting, and 
ſaid, * The Lord in the riches of his mercy will 
© keep all them that truſt in him, under all their 
© trials to the end.” He departed this life the 10th 
© of the eighth month, 1704, aged 32 years two 
months, FO | 


EORGE FOOKS, late of London, was born 

at Boſton in Lincolnſhire in the year 1049, 

and religiouſly inclined from his youth. He was 
convinced of the truth, as profeſſed by the people 
called Quakers (with whom he joined in ſociety) 
about the age of one and twenty; and by believing 
in Chriſt the true light, * came to receive power 
2 to 
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to walk inoffenſively ; though he could not then read, 
he afterwards learned to read the holy ſcriptures, 
and greatly delighted therein, And when he came 
to have a family, was careful to have them fre- 
quently read therein; and would direct thoſe of his 
family to that holy ſpirit in themſelves, which the 
ſcripture teſtifies of, that thereby they might come 
to have an underſtanding of them, and find help in 
themſelves to withſtand evil, and to be preſerved out 
of it: he cautioned them alſo againſt evil, and ex- 
horted them to that which was good. 

He was a man of a tender heart, and meek ſpirit, 
pitiful to the poor; being faithful to the Lord, who 
was pleaſed to give him a part in the miniſtry of the 
word of life, about the year 1691, and he travelled 


ſome time in the work thereof, and was ſerviceable. 


for ſeveral years, whilſt he enjoyed his health. 

In the year 1704 it pleaſed the Lord to viſit him 
with ſore affliction of body, which he bore with 
much patierce, and in the time of his weakneſs had 
many viſits from his friends and neighbours, being 
well beloved by them; when ſome came to viſit 
him, and ſaid, the Lord comfort you, he anſwered, 
The Lord is with me, and is my comfort night 


and day, and hath made my bed eaſier than I could 


think; although the Lord hath been pleaſed to af- 
£ fAlict my body, yet he comforteth my ſoul ; as he 
© hath taken away the ſtrength of my limbs, he hath 
< preſerved my ſenſes to praiſe him.” 


Before he died he called his ſon, and bid him read 


the 5th, 6th, and 7th chapters of Matthew, and 
then obſerved to him the bleſſings mentioned there- 
in, and faid to him, © Thou haſt a privilege beyond 
© many poor children, I would not have thee ſlight 
it, but read them often, and deſire the Lord to 
open thy underſtanding in what thou readeſt, for 
© it is for our help; and as thou doſt fo, I do believe 
the Lord will help thee as he did me,—My con- 

| «© cern 
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cern is for thy ſoul's good, which is of greater 
value than thy body.“ Then he added, The Lord 
hath bleſſed my honeſt endeavours and labours 
hitherto, ſo that thou haſt been fed and clothed 
with the reſt of my children and family, and I 
have ſomething to ſpare : but the greateſt bleſſing 
the Lord hath bleſſed me with, is the knowledge 
of his truth, which thou haſt often heard me ſay, 
and my deſire is, that whatever the Lord ſhould be 
pleaſed to bereave me of, that he would be pleaſed 
to keep me in the ſenſe of this bleſſing; and at 
this time I have a living ſenſe thereof, with earneſt 
deſires to the Lord it may be ſo with thee. My 
dear child, I am going out of this world, and 
muſt leave thee, and thou wilt loſe a tender father; 
but as thou doſt mind the Lord, and think upon 
him, he will be a father to thee, as he was to me ; 
and be ſure thou art kind and loving to thy 
mother, and be ruled by her when I am gone, and 
remember what I have ſaid to thee, and keep the 
commandments of the Lord in thy lifetime, and 
it will be well with thee hereafter, and thou wilt 
not be afraid te die. — For thy ſake I could have 
been willing to have ſtaid longer here, but it muſt 
not be, I am willing to fubmit to the will of the 
© Lord; for it is well, it is well ; I am not afraid 
© to die.——Once more I bid thee remember th 

© father's dying words.“ He ſaid alſo to his fon, 
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L never kept back the wages of any man that did 


any thing for me, nor ever over-reached any man 
© in dealing, nor ever wronged any man one penny.“ 
Then deſiring to ſee his daughter, he ſaid unto her, 
« My child, thou waſt my firſt- born, but thou haſt 
© orieved me to the heart, and grieved the Lord, 
© and many friends that wiſhed thee well. I am 
© now going out of this world, and when my trou- 
© ble endeth, thine may begin.—! I do forgive thee, 

© and delire the Lord to paſs by and forgive thee, 
— and 
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© and I hope and believe he will; but thou muſt be 
© yery diligent in ſeeking and crying to him: thou 
© art now a mother of children; be ſure to be a 
good example unto them, teach them to read the 
© ſcriptures, and do thou ſo too; quit thyſelf to thy 
© huſband as a woman fearing God ſhould : be 
© loving to thy mother: I have ſeen thy condition, 
and conſidered it, the Lord bleſs thee, is my earn- 
« eſt defire; think upon my dying words when I am 
© zone, they may do thee good. I have been a ten- 
der father to thee.* Then he ſaid, © Oh! wife, 
how hath been, and is my ſoul raviſhed with joy. 
© T cannot expreſs the joy my ſoul hath felt this 
© night: oh! wife, it is well; do not be troubled 
for me, for it is well; and as we keep cloſe to 
s the Lord, it will be well.” | 
This is the account of his ſickneſs; though he 
met with exerciſes, the Lord was with him, and 
ſtood by him, for he was an honeſt man, and ſo 
lived and died, and no doubt is at reſt in the paradiſe 
of God. 
He died the 27th of the eighth month, 1704, 


Aged about 55 
Convinced about 34 years, 


A miniſter about 13 
And was decently and honourably buried, being 


accompanied by his relations, and many friends, to 
their burying-place near Bunhill-fields. 


22 


f NDREW GRAHAM, of Cumberland, near 
the borders of Scotland, was a man of large 
underſtanding, a loving temper, and willing to do 
good unto all, which increaſed his eſteem with all 
| 2 ſorts 
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| ſorts of people. When the Lord was pleaſed to 


ſend his ſervants called Quakers to preach the goſpel 
in Cumberland, he with many hundreds came to 
hear their teſtimony, and did confeſs unto the truth. 
But being cloſely joined in fellowſhip with a people 
of good repute in the country, it was hard for him 
to leave them, which occaſioned his halting, as be- 
tween two, ſome conſiderable time, until the Lord 
was pleaſed to renew his viſitation unto him, and by 
his righteous judgments awaken him into a true 
ſenſe of his ſtate ; ſo that he was deprived of peace, 
until he gave up to be faithful to what the Lord by 
his ſpirit diſcovered to him to be his duty. He joined 
with the people called Quakers from that time, and 
was a good example in converſation among men, in 
kumility, in ſelf-deniah and ſuffering ; and in about 
two years the Lord committed to him a part of the 


miniſtry, and he faithfully laboured-in the work of 


the goſpel in the churches of Chriſt, both in ſome 
parts of England, and in Scotland : his ſervice was 
alſo great in the meeting unto which he more pe- 
culiarly belonged, and the more for his innocency, 
true zeal, and being devoted to the ſervice of the 
truth, labouring to bring people to the life and power 
of godlineſs. He was as a nurſing father, or cheriſher 
of thoſe in whoſe hearts he faw God had begun his 
work, as well that he was terrible againſt ungod- 
lineſs. 

He lay ſick but a ſhort time; and during his illneſs 
he ſaid, © I ſee they are happy, that when death comes 
have nothing to do but to die; for the pains of the 


© body at this time is enough to ſtruggle with.“ As 


he lived, fo he died, ending his days in a travail of 
ſpirit, that friends might be faithful; and friends 
viſiting him, the Lord's power and prefence was 
plentitully enjoyed, to the tendering of the hearts of 
many. He fniſhed his courſe in this life on the 15th 


of the eleventh month, 1704, aged 62 years. 


AMBROSE. 
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MBROSE RIGGE, late of Ryegate in Surry, MF © 

was born at Banton in Weſtmoreland, and 
convinced of the truth about the year 1652; and ] 
being called of God to preach the goſpel of peace t 
and ſalvation, he was drawn to viſit London, and a 
n 
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the ſouth and weſt parts of England, about the year 
1655, enduring great hardſhips, being often impri- 


ſoned in divers gaols, not for evil-doing, but preach- Mi \ 
ing the truth; and for his refuſing to ſwear, in obe- ³ ir 
dience to Chriſt, who commanded, “ Swear not at V 
C all,” was premunired, and made priſoner at Hor- he 
ſham in Suſſex above ten years at one time; he was ar 
alſo whipped, and often evilly entreated and abuſed, cc 
which he bore with much patience, and continued 6: 
faithful unto death. In the time of his ſickneſs, c 
wherein he died, he had great aſſurance of the mercy tw 
and favour of God, and ſaid, I am going where the an 
© weary are at reſt: and he bore his ſickneſs with fe; 


much patience; and a little before his departure 
declared, © If friends keep to the root of life in 
< themſelves, they would be the happieſt people in 
© the world.“ | 

He departed this life the goth of the eleventh 
month, 1704, and was buried the 4th of. the twelfth 
month in friends burying-ground at Ryegate in 
Surry, | | 


Aged above 70 ? 
A miniſter about 49 3 


He wrote many ſmall tracts, which were publiſhed 
in his lifetime; and after his deceaſe divers of them 
were printed together in one volume, octavo, with 
{ſome account of his life, 1710, 


MARY 
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MA STUBS, daughter of Thomas Stubs, 


7 
d belonging to Pardſhaw meeting in Cumber- 
d land, was educated in the way of truth, and reached 
© thereby in her young years, walking circumſpectly, 
d as becomes the truth, and received a publick teſti- 
ar mony ſeven years before her death. She vilited 
1- friends in Northumberland, ſome part of Biſhoprick, 
n- Vorkſhire, and Lancaſhire, and friends general! 
e- in the nation of Ireland, and was well . 
at When viſited with ſickneſs, ſhe was borne up in 
To her ſpirit ; and her mother ſeeming to be troubled 
vas and ſorry to part with her, ſhe deſired her to be 
ed, content, for it was her great joy; and farther ſaid, 
aed © I fee nothing that I have to do but die, I am fully 
eſs, « clear;* and fo departed very ſenſible, the 11th of the 
rcy twelfth month, 1704, in the 33d year of her age, 
the and was buried in friends burying-place at Eagleſ- 
vith field. 
ture 
in — — 
e in 
HOMAS WRESLE, of Winteringham in 
enth the county of Lincoln, was 'an early ſeeker 
elfth Hof truth and righteouſneſs, and for ſome time had 
e in his converſation among the Baptiſts, He received 
the truth in the year 1655, wherein he much im- 
proved, and approved himſelf a faithful man, loving 
truth, and the friends thereof, with all his heart, 
and ſerving it and them faithfully to the end of his 
days; exemplary in his converſation, and helpful 
liſhed to his neighbours; having a good underſtanding, 
them he was able to give counſel and advice, which was 
| with eſteemed amongſt them. In his ſickneſs he ſaid, 
7 I have ſeen where the weary are at reſt, and where 
the wicked ceaſe from troubling ; and I have re- 
ceived an earneſt of that bleſſed inheritance, which 
AARYIE is laid up in ſtore for all the faithful.“ A day or 


two 
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two before he died, ſome of his friends viſiting him, 
which greatly comforted him, as he ſignified, to 
whom he ſaid, I have loved truth with all my 
© heart, and all the friends of it, and feel nothing, 
© but that all is well with me ;* and with much fer- 
vency ſaid, © I defire that friends would keep up 
© their meetings in the name and power of the Lord 
© Jeſus Chriſt, and that the Lord may, bleſs and 
© proſper them; and exhorted friends to © keep 
© their ancient zeal, love and integrity, which the 
© Lord raiſed in them in the beginning ;* ſaying, 
© that is my great comfort now upon my dying bed.“ 
Taking his leave of friends he ſaid, It is life, it is 
© life, that overcomes death; give my dear love to 


© all faithful friends every where :* and life and truth 


was felt to low among them at that time, 
He died the 21ſt of the twelfth month, 1704. 


ERCY JOHNSON, wife of Elihu Johnſon, 
of Mancheſter, and daughter of Samuel Wat. 

ſon, of Stanforth in the county of York, was born 
the 7th day of the fifth month, 1670. She received 
a gift of the miniſtry while unmarried ; and in the 
year 1697 travelled with Jennet Stow in the work 
of the goſpel into the weſtern and ſouthern parts 
of England, and in ſome part of Wales. She 
was a tender woman, of a weakly conſtitution of 
body, though many times, when in the Lord's ſer- 
vice, ſhe ſeemed very ſtrong, and was concerned in 
her ſpirit for the good of all, and for the proſperity 
of truth, and deſired no long life in this world. In 
the beginning of her illneſs the often deſired of the 

Lord to © give her patience to undergo what might 

© be ſuffered to come upon her.“ After, her illneſs 

abated, but in ſome time came again violently _ 
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her; alſo ſhe was ſenſible her end drew near, and 
often deſired it in the time of her ſickneſs; the Lord 
favoured her with his preſence, and made her fick 
bed pleaſant to her, inſomuch that ſhe ſang praiſes 
to the Lord, the giver of all good things. Many 
friends viſited her in her ſickneſs, and it was a com- 
ſort to them and her relations to feel the Lord's 
preſence with her, and ſhe declared of the goodneſs 


of God, and how well content ſhe was to be taken 


off the ſtage of this world, ſaying, I am not in 
© love with it.“ Many were her excellent ſayings, 
which are not remembered. Near her latter end ſhe 
was more filled with God's ſalvation, and ſome of 


her words were as followeth, ſome friends being 


preſent; © Happy are you whoſe kingdom is not of 
this world, but of the Father's; the Father's 
kingdom, your kingdom ! Friends, love God bet- 
ter than all ; be faithful to the Lord every one, 
although you are but few ; I could have been glad 
that the whole meeting had been here, ſurely they 
will remember what I ſaid the laſt meeting I 
opened my mouth among them; that was to 
prize their precious time, not knowing how long 
they might have time, neither what exerciſes 
they have yet to meet withal; now the time 
© draws near that I ſhall go to an everlaſting king- 
© dom, where all forrow, tears, and ſighing, ſhall be 
© done away, glory, glory in the higheſt, to the 
© Lord my God, who hath been with me, and 
© borne up my head in time of great exerciſes; I 
© have nothing to do but to die; keep near to the 
© Lord, that ſo when you come to lay down your 
© heads, you may have nothing to do but die;“ then 
ſpeaking to her huſband, ſhe ſaid, Oh]! my 
dear, I have in the time of my health deſired to 
c live with the Lord, and to be faithful to him, and 
© now I ſee I have nothing to ſpare ; what will be- 
come of thoſe who live a careleſs life, and do * 
N © make 
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© make a right uſe of their precious time?“ She was, 

in the time of her ſpeaking theſe words, filled with 
the love of God, to the comfort of thoſe preſent ; 

and ſaid, © This outward body grows weaker and 

c weaker, yet bleſſed and praiſed be the Lord, my 

© inward man grows ſtronger and ſtronger.* In 

time of filence ſhe made ſongs of melody to God 

in her heart; and after a friend had prayed by her, ſhe 

ſaid, © I am ſo filled with God's love, I ſhall never, 
© be emptied again.“ She much longed to go out 
of this world, waiting for the coming of the Lord 
to remove her; and ſaid, My dear children, I have 

«© prayed for them, who are near and dear to me, 
but now I can leave them freely, and commit 
them into the hand of my God.“ Speaking to her 
huſband and them, ſhe ſaid, © I muſt part with all, 
© and I will bid you all farewel; the Lord bleſs you 
Hall, and keep you all, in all your exerciſes that 
© will come. upon you; 1 believe the Lord will be 
© with you, as you have an eye to him.* Another 
time ſhe ſaid, Have nothing to do with them of 
c il] ſpirits, but keep to God, and he will give you 
© power over them.“ She was much grieved to fee 
any profeſſing truth, to be light and airy, out of 
the ſavour of it, and faid, A day of trial will come 
c upon them.“ Another time, being in a quiet frame 
of mind, ſhe ſaid, © The ſooner a period is put to 
© this life, the ſooner J ſhall go to my everlaſting 
comfort.“ One wiſhing her a good night, ſhe 
ſaid, * I ſhall! have a good night, let it be how it 
c will, bleſſed and praiſed be the name of the Lord, 
6 I am full of his goodneſs ; what a great differ- 
© ence betwixt being thus, and in ſome of my ſick 


© fits? there is a great comfort in one, but not 


in the other, only that I think that it is doing the 
© work, and haſtening me to my everlaſting joy.” 
A little before ſhe was taken away, having got ſome 
reſt in ſleep, when ſhe was awakened, ſaid, * Pon 
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© T am very ſenſible I muſt go ſoon to my joy, that 
© will laſt for ever;” and ſpeaking to her huſband, 
ſaid, © Fare thee well, my dear, now I ſhall be well 
© ina little time.“ Then ſhe ſaid to thoſe preſent, 
© Oh! the Lord is the beſt maſter you can ſerve 
< while you live, for he will reward you in your 
afflictions, as he rewards me; he is a fountain ſet 
open for me in a full manner in my affliction, 
glory, glory, praiſes, praiſes to his eternal name; 
I will praiſe him whillt I have breath in my noſtrils, 
he has been a mecciful God to me, and has helped 
me over many things, and has blotted out my fins, 
and will remember them no more; oh! praiſe, 
honour, and glory to him for evermore ; and now 
Into thy hand I commit my dear huſband and 
children, whom thou haſt beſtowed upon me, and 
will take me from them, bleſs and preſerve them 
to the end.“ Thus ſhe was drawn forth to ſup- 
plicate the Lord for all, faying, © I love all, and 
God above all, for what he hath done for me.” 
After this ſhe aſked, what hour it was; they told 
her four in the morning; ſhe ſaid, © I ſhall ſurel 
© be gone in a few hours to my everlaſting reſt ; de- 
© firing her dear love might be remembered to all 
© friends in general.“ "Then ſhe lay down, waiting 
for her change, and deſired all might be ſtill, and 
none come to diſturb her in her paſſing away; after 
ſhe awaked, ſhe ſaid, © Let us praiſe the Lord once 
more; we will love him above all; all glory, 
© praiſe, and eternal renown to his moſt worthy 
© name, he hath filled my heart, and is near to 
© crown my ſoul ; I would not live if I might chooſe 
© to have the whole world, oh! thou the Lord art 
© better than all, my ſoul magnifes thee ; honour, 
© glory, and eternal high praiſes be given to thee 
for ever, and for evermore ; I will praiſe thee to 
© the end; Lord, be with my dear huſband and 
© children to the end.“ She ſaid, © I hope you will 
Vor. II. D remember 
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£ remeniber me when I am gone, to the comfort of 
£ your ſouls.” She ſaid to her huſband, * The Lord 
© united us in his own love together, and in his love 
© he will part us. I was always ſatisfied before and 
£ ſince, that the Lord's hand brought us together.” 
On the firſt day of the week ſeveral friends came to 
viſit her, whom ſhe exhorted to © be faithful to 
£ what God had made known to them ;* and her 
words had power with them, to the tendering the 


hearts of them ſhe ſpake to. A little before her 


departure, ſhe had a mind to ſend for her father to 
her. burial, who was an ancient man about eighty 
years of age, and dwelt forty miles off; he coming, 


ſhe was glad, and told him, © how good God had 


£ been unto her in the time of her ſickneſs;' and 


faid, * if it was not for the hope of glory which is 
© to come, I had fainted. Now, Lord, when thou 
« pleaſeſt remove me, I am content with thy will, 
< hn thou ſceſt meet.” A young woman who 
uſed to go to meeting, coming to ſee her, ſhe gave 
her good advice; afterwards fell aſleep ; when the 
awaked, her huſband aſked her, if ſhe would drink 
any thing; ſhe ſaid, I have had a full draught 
© of the goodneſs of my God, I did not fo much as 
think of cordials ;* and fo continued praiſing the 
Lord for his goodneſe, and the enjoyment of his 
£ preſence.* She ſaid, My troubles in a little time 
< will be over, and 1 ſhall be at reſt and peace with 
© my God, where I ſhall praiſe him for ever. Me- 
thinks in a viſion I have ſeen my dear mother, 
and ſiſters, in ſhining garments, where I ſhall be 
© ſoon ; he is a great and mighty King that I am 
to go to; oh! love ſo, t that you that ſtay a little 
behind may come after.“ A little before ſhe died, 
her huſband aſked her how ſhe did ; and ſhe ſaid, 
Come near,” and kifled him, and bid him farewel ; 
and preſently again ſhe ſaid, Let us bid farewel 
© again;* and ſo died as if the had fallen aſleep, 
eee ee en about 
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about the tenth hour at night, the 14th of the 
twelfth month, 1704, in the 34th year of her age. 


A few Words of tender Counſel and Advice to 
Friends, given forth by Mercy JohN SON upon 
her dying Bed, two Days before ſhe died; which 
ſhe deſired might be communicated to Friends, 
1704. 


EAR friends, both old and young, where- 

ever theſe may come, my love ſalutes you 

dearly, defiring the welfare of your bodies and 
fouls. I have in my meaſure laboured amongſt 
friends in many places for the profperity of truth, 
and good of ſouls, and now ſhall be taken away; 


I find a great concern upon me, to leave as advice 


£ 

c 

( 

o 

c 

c 

0 

© and tender caution to all, that you keep near to 
© truth, and love it, ſeeking the honour of it above 
all things; and dear friends, love one another, 
© and as you have an eye to truth, and ſeek the 
© honour of it before your own, then will your love 
© flow one unto another, and whiſpering, with back- 
© biting, and talebearing, will be. removed from 
you, for | have ſeen the ill effects of ſuch things 
© many times; and dear friends, in your meetings 
© for bulineſs upon truth's account, have your eye 
© to the Lord, and wait to have your minds ſtayed 
© upon him, reſpecting one another above yourſelves 
© for truth's ſake, waiting thus upon the Lord to 
© work in you, and for you, and to open your 
* mouths to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon; reaſon not, but 
give up freely to act and ſpeak for truth, whether 
© you be young or old; not in highmindedneſs, but 
in true fear before the Lord; for I muſt tell you, 
© the humble, and thoſe that abaſe themſelves, the 
© Lord will exalt, but the high-minded, and thoſe 
« 


© of an exalted ſpirit, the Lord will abaſe and hum- 
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© ble them, and make them know he is God, and 
© will be bowed to by every high ſpirit. "Therefore, 
dear friends, let the truth have the reign in you, 
© to govern your words, though never ſo few, that 
© they may be rightly ſeaſoned with grace, that fo 
© you may edify one another, and ſuffer no unruly 
© ſpirit to appear in your meetings, neither in old 

nor young, but ſtand in the counſet of God, and 
he will give you a word in due ſeaſon, to ſtop the 

mouths of all gainſayers of the bleſſed truth, and 
the work you are called to do in your days; thus 
the Lord will blefs, and more and more proſper 
© his work in you, to your comfort, and his eternal 
© praiſe,, to whom all is due. I can tell you, it will 
be well for you to be faithful to the Lord when 
© you come to a dying bed, as now I am; I feel 
peace and true conſolation with the Lord, and 
my love herein dearly ſalutes you, and bids you all 
* farewel, who am your dear and tender ſiſter, 
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< Mercy JohxNsoN.“ 
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ACY DAVIS, wife of Richard D-vis, of 

' Welſh Pool in Montgomeryſhire, formerly 
dwelt in London, but after her marriage removed 
with her huſband to Pool, where were few or no 
friends at that time, which was about the year 1659. 
She had a publick teſtimony in meetings, and was 
inſtrumental to bring many to the truth, and was an 
entertainer with her huſband of ftrangers, and a 
nurſing mother to thofe in priſon for the teſtimony 
of a good conſcience z and they lived together to old 
age. She cheerfully went through the various exer- 
ciſes and hard ſufferings which attended in thoſe 
days thoſe that profefled the bleſſed truth. * 
en 
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taken ſick the 29th of the ſecond month, 1705, 
having been at a meeting the ſame day, which was 
kept at their houſe about forty years. After the 
extremity of her pain was ſomewhat abated, ſhe 
faid, © * do not think it ſo hard to die, as | 
find it; and prayed thus: O Lord, accept of me 
in thy well-beloved Son Chriſt Jeſus ; I have loved 
thee with all my ſoul and ſpirit, I have kept thy 
commandments ; oh ! Lord, bleſs my family with 
all heavenly bleſſings; grant to them that ey 
© may live in thy fear.“ She ſaid to the ſervant 
maid, who was not a friend, Remember thy Cre- 
© ator in the days of thy youth; leave off thy vanity 
© before ſuch a day as this overtakes thee; I have 
© nothing to do but to ſtrive with this natural diſ- 
temper; I loved the Lord in my young days, and 
he kept me from many evils, and when he was 
pleaſed to make known his bleſſed truth to me, he 
helped me to work out my ſalvation with fear and 
trembling ; that work I have not to do now, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt did it in me, and for me ;* upon 
which the maid wept much. At another time, pain 
coming on her, ſhe ſaid, I feel that I am of a 
© ſtrong conſtitution, and that nature would not 
© yield to my diſtemper ;* and prayed fervently, ſay- 
ing, Come Lord Jeſus Chriſt, come quickly, and 
put an end to my pain; Lord, I long to be with 
© thee for ever.“ Another time ſhe prayed, © O 
© Lord, I am the workmanſhip of thy hands, thou 
© haſt often helped me in time of need, for thy 
© name's ſake help me now in the time of my diſ- 
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treſs, thou art my God, my hope, and my help; 


I will truſt in thee, O my God! O God! haſten 
© thy coming for thy Son Chriſt Jeſus's ſake.” Ano- 
ther time ſhe ſaid to her huſband, © I have done tao 
© little for the Lord ;* her huſband put her in mind 
of her many former ſervices, and particularly viſiting 
his ſervants when in priſon for Chriſt's ſake, feeding 
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them when hungry, entertaining ſtrangers, and 


when ſick, very tender in helping them, &c. She 


replied, © All this is too little to do for the Lord 
© Jeſus's ſake, who hath loved us; we muſt not 
© depend upon theſe things, but we muſt depend 
© and truſt in our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chriſt ; 
© and when we have done all, let us account our- 
© ſelves unprofitable ſervants, for we have done but 
© that which was our duty.* A little before the died, 
ſhe deſired her huſband to © praiſe the Lord with her, 
for all his mercies; at this time I feel his living 
« preſence to my great comfort ;* and ſhe prayed 
herſelf, ſaying, * O Lord, thou haſt been a father 
to me, thou haſt kept me from evil, and now I 
© truſt in thy great name, that thou wilt not forſake 
me for thy Son Chriſt Jeſus's ſake, take me to thy- 
« felf.” And about the ſixth hour in the afternoon, 
on the 1ſt day of the third month, 1705, the Lord in 
his love and mercy took her to himſelf, in great quiet- 
neſs and peace of ſpirit, in about the goth year of her 
age. 


OHN BLAIKEING, of Draw- well, in the pa- 
} riſh of Sedbergh in Yorkſhire, was born in the 
ninth month, 1625. He and his wife, and his father 
and mother, were people of good repute and eſteem: 
amongſt all that knew them, being religioufly in- 
clined from their youth, and were all convinced of 
the truth, in the third month, 1652, by the miniſtry 
of that truly honourable fervant of Chriſt, George 
Fox, whom they received into their houſe with joy, 
becauſe of the glad tidings of falvation that he brought 
unto them. Soon after which John Blaikling accom- 
panied George Fox to Firbauk Chapel, where man 
were alſo convinced of truth. About the latter ad 
| of 


A + W WH, yn * 1 1 


F WOE TT: 


EET 


PIETY PROMOTED. 3 


of the year 1654, or beginning of 1655, John Blaik- 
ling received a diſpenſation of the goſpel, to publiſh 
to the world, and was very ſerviceable therein to 
many; and ſoon after he was called by the Lord in- 
to the county of Durham, Northumberland, and the 
eaſt of Yorkſhire, where he had {and many times 
ſince, in his frequent viſits of thoſe places) good ſer- 
vices, A few years after he travelled into Scotland, 
viſiting a great part of that nation; and after it pleaf- 
ed God to raiſe up others to bear teſtimony of his 
truth in the meeting John Blaikling belonged to (and 
the adjacent meetings) to anſwer the ſervice in part, 
which before lay much upon John; he was not onl 
glad thereof, but a great encourager of them, and all 
others, that came up in a publick teſtimony for the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is the true light. 

He alſo travelled into moſt counties of this nation, 
and many times to London; in which ſervice he 
faithfully continued, till weakneſs of body and old 
age prevented. The laſt time he viſited London, 
was when he came up to the yearly meeting in 1698; 
that ſervice being over, he viſited the moſt of friends 
meetings in the county of Kent, and his ſervice was 
very acceptable amongſt them. 

He was endued with a great gift of diſcerning, of 
ſolid judgment, and deep underſtanding in heaven 
things (as well as in the things relating to this life 3 
his miniſtry was attended with power, and though 
his utterance was not eloquent, yet full of weighty 
matter, ſuitable to the feveral ſtates in the auditory 
where he did miniſter, Ie was an example in a 
humble life and converſation, and zealous for good 
order in the church of Chriſt, as well as ſtedfaſt in 
oppoling and bearing teſtimony againſt ſuch as would 
endeavour to break unity, and fo lead into a looſe li- 
berty, diforder, and confuſion, as well as other evil 


works, It was at John Blaikling's houſe, which is 


called Draw-well, that the memorable meeting ya 
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held, for endeavouring the recovery of John Story, 


and John Wilkinſon, and others, who oppoſed the 
good order and diſcipline now eſtabliſhed in the 
churches of Chriſt. The ſaid meeting began upon 
the za day of the ſecond month, 1675, and continued 
four days. But notwithſtanding the labours of many 


brethren met at that time from divers parts of the 


nation, and particularly four friends from the citv of 
London, the ſaid John Story and John Wilkinſon, 
continued in their contention and oppoſition to 
friends ; and not long after William Rogers publiſhed 
a great book againſt friends, which John Blaikling, 
&c. anſwered, intitled, Antichriſtian Treachery diſ- 
covered, and its way blocked up. 

He was a great ſupporter of ſuch as were in low 
circumſtances in the world, often aſſiſting them in 
difficult caſes, to the expoſing himſelf to great hazards 
of loſs, and was bleſſed with good ſucceſs therein. 
He obtained the bleſſing of a peace- maker, and be- 
ing of a good underſtanding, was qualified with judg- 
ment and patience to reconcile differences about 
temporal affairs, which was a means of bringing him 
into many concerns of truſt for orphans, &c. that are 
attended with great care and trouble. The loſs of 
him in the church, as well as among the neighbour- 


hood, is great. He was not only called to believe 


in, and preach Chriſt Jeſus, the truth, the way, and 
the life, but alſo to ſuffer for his name's ſake, not on- 
ly by loſs of goods to a great value, but alſo by im- 
priſonments ſeveral times at York, about ſixty miles 
from his family, both on account of meetings for the 
worſhip of God, and in a firm teſtimony againſt 
tithes. Whilſt he had ſtrength, he was diligent in 


attending meetings; but old age and bodily infirmi- 


ties growing upon him, ſometimes prevented him. 
He ſeveral times expreſſed to friends The comfort 
© he had in the Lord's peace and preſence with him, 
© to his ſatisfaction in his old age, and that his day's 
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© work was nigh done, and his reward and reſt with 
© God ſure.” And this teſtimony agrees with what 


he expreſled in the laſt letter that I received from him, 
as followeth: | 


* Dzar JohN, 


I Love thee in the trueſt love, that ſprings from 
, Jeſus Chriſt the fountain thereof, by and in 
* whom my life ſtandeth. As to bodily ſtrength and 
© health, I grow weak and feeble, but my life in God 
© {tandeth, whoſe I am, and I am comfortably con- 
tent. I am ſcarcely able to walk to the door, nor 
© have I been ata meeting theſe ſeveral weeks, but the 
© Lord's will be done; I am comforted in the re- 
* membrance of my former ſervices for the Lord, 
© his truth and people, for which I want not my re- 
* ward in this my old age. 


J. BLAIKLI NG.“ 


He often ſignified his © preparedneſs to leave this 
© world, with fervent defires for truth's proſperity, 
© and the preſervation of unity and concord amongſt 
* brethren, in a faithful and ſteady teſtimony for the 
© ſame in every part thereof, as led into by God's 
© power in the beginning.“ Not long before his 
death, his ancient and intimate friend and acquaint- 
ance Thomas Camm being with him, he ſaid to him, 
Thou and J have not ſought our own intereſt, but 
have devoted ourſelves to ferve the Lord, his truth 
and people ; he is, and will be our great reward in 
the end of all our troubles; I am greatly fatisfied 
that I have faithfully ſerved the Look and done my 
day's work, and enjoy the earneſt of that peace and 
reſt God hath laid up for his people; and if thou 
and I ſhould never have opportunity to meet again 
in the outward, yet in eternity our ſpirits, with the 

© ſpirits 
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© ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, ſhall meet never 
© to part again. I pray God,” (faid he) with all 
© my ſoul, if it be his will, for his truth and people's 
© fake, to lengthen thy days, and grant thee that 
ſtrength of body and health, that at leaſt thou mayeſt 
© be able once more to viſit London, Briſtol, and the 
© ſouthern parts of this nation, which will be of great 
« ſervice, and acceptable unto many.“ This he ſpake 
with great tenderneſs of ſpirit; to which Thomas 
Camm replied, The will of the Lord be done, I 
am in his hand.“ So in much brokenneſs embra- 
eing and kiſſing each other, they parted; this was 


four or five days before his death. He had a ſhort 


ſickneſs, and an eaſy death, falling into a fainting fit, 
as ſometimes before. 

He paſſed quietly away out of this world, without 
ſigh or groan, wanting about four months of 80 


years, and was honourably buried at friends burying- 
place, at Sedbergh, the 4th day of the fifth 1 


1705. 


TILLIAM HARRIS, of Radfordſeemly, in 

the county of Warwick, received truth in 

the love of it, in his youthful days, and being faithful, 
a part of the goſpel miniſtry was given to him, in 
which he laboured with zeal and fervency of ſpirit, 
and was very ſerviceable in doctrine and diſcipline, 
ſerving truth and friends in ſingleneſs of heart, ſeek- 
ing much the proſperity of truth, and the love and 
unity of friends in it. He was frequent in admoni- 
tion and exhortation to all people where his lot was 
caſt; always having a regard to the fear of the Lord, 
was very honourable for his innocent life and upright 
converſation, wherein he walked as a true pattern of 
virtue; ruling well his own houſe, and keeping his 
family 
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family in good order, often calling upon them to love 
and fear the Lord, and to wait tegether upon the 
Lord in his own family. Alſo, with much diligence 
and due order, to frequent their publick meetings, 
+ ao his love and faithfulneſs was manifeſt to the 
laſt. | 

He was taken ill in a meeting which Joſeph Bains 
had appointed, at Harbury, on the 18th of the ſeventh 
month, 1705, but ſat the meeting, and after ſaid he 
was well ſatisfied in the will of the Lord being done, 
for he was not afraid to die. Being ſomething bet- 
ter, he went home, and the Lord enabled him to go 
to the meeting of friends at Harbury, in which he de- 
clared the word of truth with much fervency, both to 
friends and others; after meeting he haſtened home, 
and grew weaker and weaker in body. On the 3d 
of the eighth month, a friend went to viſit him, to 
whom he ſaid, © The night before had been very com- 
© fortable to him, for the Lord gave him ſweet re- 
< polc, ſo that he felt no pain; and the Lord ſhewed 
© him that the walls of ſalvation were about him, and 
that he would give him an entrance into everlaſt- 
< ing life.“ 

On the Ech he was taken ſo ill, that it was thought 
he would have ſcarce lived till morning; but when 
a friend came to ſee him next morning, he was a lit- 
tle revived, and ſpoke comfortably to him and thoſe 
preſent. I he next day the friend came again to ſee 
him, and when he came into the chamber, he took 
him by the hand, ſaying, © Thou art come to ſee me 
© this once more, I am now a dying man, I wait to 
be diſſolved; I am weary of this frail body; when 
© the Lord pleaſeth, I would be freed from it.“ And 
ſeveral friends coming to ſee him, he exhorted them 
< to fear the Lord, and be faithful in the truth.“ A 
friend taking his leave of him, ſeemed to be troubled, 
he ſaid, * Make no ado, neither be troubled, it is the 
Lord's doing.“ He exhorted his elder * to 
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© fear the Lord,“ and charged her to exhort her fel- 
low ſervant to fear him alſo,* faying, Without it 
© the heart will not be kept clean.“ A friend faid to 
him, Thou haſt been a comfort to many, I hope the 
© Lord will remember thee in his mercy, and be a 
© comfort to thee in this thy affliction;' he aniwered, 
The Lord is good to my tou], I can ſay I have 
< fought the good fight of faith, I am now finiſhing 
© my courſe, the Lord will give me a crown of life.” 
A little before he departed, ne fignificd his great love 
to all friends in general, and ſaid, My love is to all 
© my friends and old acquaintance.* A friend ob- 
ſerving his exerciſe, ſaid, © Thou haſt hard labour: 
he ſaid, * The Lord will viſit me in his mercy, and 
give me an eaſy paſſage in his own time out of this 
body.“ And ſo he had, for entering into ſtillneſs, 
he quietly departed, as a lamb going into his reſt, 
about the twelfth hour at night, the 7th of the eighth 
month, 1705, aged about 70 years, 


— p—_—_ 


ARAH KIRK BRIDE, wife of Joſeph Kirk- 
bride, of Pennſylvania, and daughter of Mahlon 
Stacy, of Weſt Jerſey in America. She was virtuous 
from her childhood, very dutiful to her parents, and 
an example of piety to her latter end. She was ta- 
ken ſick the 24th day of the ninth month, 1703, hav- 


ing then lain three weeks in child-bed. In the time 


of her ſickneſs ſhe uttered many living and weighty 
expreſſions, deſiring to be diſſolved, ſaying, I have 
© not been afraid of death theſe many years ; death 
is no terror unto me, my God hath taken away its 
© ſting.* Being under great bodily affliction, and 
ſeeing her huſbar:d in trouble for her, ſhe ſaid, My 
© dear, if it pleaſe the Lord to ſtrip thee of thy meet- 
© help again, my God will be thy rock, he hath been 
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© thy ſtay hitherto, and he will never leave thee ;* and 
further ſaid, The Lord will bring me to his holy 
© hill, and J ſhall praiſe him upon mount Sion, with 


his faints and holy angels; I ſhall praiſe thee, oh 


my God, and my Chriſt, world without end.“ Soon 
after her huſband was concerned to pray by her, 
That the Lord would be pleaſed to ſupport and 
« ſtrengthen her in her diſtreſs and great affliction, 
and to bear up her exerciſed ſoul, and to make them 
© truly willing to ſubmit to his holy will, whether in 
© life or death, at which words ſhe ſaid © Amen, 
amen.“ A little after her hufband aſked her how 
ſhe did; ſhe ſaid, I am ſweetly comforted in my 
* aftiction, the Lord is excceding good to my ſoul ;” 
with many more good expreflions ſhe uttered upon 
ſeveral. occaſions, that cannot be remembered. The 
evening before ſhe departed this life, ſome friends be- 
ing come to ſee her, the ſaid, © I am weak of body, 
but the Lord is good to my ſoul, and hath filled me 
with his love, but my bodily weakneſs is ſuch, that 
it renders me incapable of praiſing him as I ought 
© to do.“ And to her huſband ſhe ſaid, © The Lord 
© hath heard thy prayers for me this morning, and 
* hath fatished my ſoul to the full.“ More the ſaid to 
the ſame purpoſe, taking her huſband's children by 
the hand, embracing them, and exhorting them to 
Fear the Lord, and to love and obey their father ,” 
and ſaid, © He hath been a good father to you.“ A 
little before ſhe died, ſhe ſaid, My God, I come, I 
© come;* and ſoon aſter ſhe departed this lite, and is 
entered into that reſt which will never have an end. 
She died the 28th of the ninth month, 1705, aged 


29 years. 
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ILBERT LATEY was born in the pariſh of 

" ley, in the county of Cornwall, 1626, and 
came to London in 1648. He was of a ſober con- 
verſation, and followed thoſe that were eſteemed the 
molt religious preachers at that time; and about the 
year 1654 was by the ſpirit of Chriſt, and the pow- 


x 


_ erful preaching of that eminent ſervant of the Lord, 


Edward Burrows, convinced of the blefled truth, as 
it is profeſied by the people called Quakers, at a 
meeting held at the houſe of Sarah Matthews in 
Whitecroſs- ſtreet, London, in 1654. About five 
ears after, he was concerned to bear a publick 
teſtimony for truth, and againſt ſuperfluity: being 
by trade a taylor, he would not meddle with, nor 
ſuffer his ſervants to put upon the apparel, to ſet it 
off, any ſuperfluities, as lace and ribbons. 
He was concerned to ſolicit, with other friends, 
the ſeveral powers in his time, on behalf of ſuffering 
friends, and uſed to fay, © Friends ſhould keep to 
© truth, or the anointing in their ſolicitations, and 
then they may expect a bleſſing, and be made ſer- 


c yiceable.” 


In the year 1705, the 74th year cf his age, be- 


ing weak, he ſaid, © He had done the work of his 


< day faithfully, and was fat down in the will of 


© God, and there was no cloud in his way.“ And 
the night before he departed, he gave counſel to 


them that were in the room, to © fear the Lord, 


and not to do evil for evil; but to do good for 


© evil; for there is' (ſaid he) no overcoming of evil, 
„but in and by that which is good.“ Exhorting 
much to love and tenderneſs, ſaying, The Lord 
c would bleſs ſuch that were found therein.“ A few 
hours before his departure, he ſaid, © There is no 
©. condemnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, he 
© is the Jifter up of my head, he is my ſtrength and 
great ſalvation,” ia 
C 
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He departed this life the 15th of the ninth month, 
1705, and was buried in friends burying-ground at 
Kingſton upon Thames. 


Some Memoirs of his Life were publiſhed in a 
{mall volume, 1707. | 


— ... 


NNE CAMM, late wife of Thomas Camm, 

| of Cammſgill, was daughter of Richard 
Newby, of Kendal in Weſtmoreland, a family of 
good repute, being religiouſly inclined ;. her father 
was convinced of the bleſſed truth in 1652, and 
died therein a faithful man, Anne Camm was born 
in the eighth month, 1627, and well educated in 
learning proper for her ſex. About the 13th year 
of her age, ſhe was ſent up by her parents to an 
aunt in London, where ſhe became acquainted with 
a religious people called Puritans. Her ſtay in 
London was about ſeven years, from whence ſhe 
returned to Kendal, and after ſome time removed 
to the city of York, and dwelt in a family of great 
account in the world. After the deceaſe of her 
miſtreſs, a pious woman, ſhe returned again to Ken- 
dal, her ſociety ſtill being with the moſt religious where 
ſhe came. At Kendal there was a ſeeking people, 
who met often together, ſometimes fitting in ſilence, 
other times in religious. conferences, and often in 
prayer. About the year 1650, John Audland and ſhe 
married, and they were both convinced of truth in 
the beginning of 1652, by the miniſtry of that ho- 
nourable ſervant of Chriſt, George Faw? and fo 


powerfully did God, by his ſanctifying word and 


ſpirit, work. upon them, that they were thereby 
made effectual inſtruments in his hand, to preach the 
goſpel unto others in the next year, 1653, and ſo for- 


ward, until the Lord put a period to their days. The 


firſt place Anne Audland was called of the Lord to 
| E 2 viſit, 
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viſit, except about home, was the county of Dur- 
ham: about the beginning of the year 1654, ſhe 
preached truth to the people in the town of Aukland 
on a market day, for which ſhe was impriſoned in 
the town gaol, where ſhe ſpake to the people through 
the window, and ſeveral were affected with her teſti- 
mony ; towards evening ſhe was diſcharged, and 
John Langſtaff, who was of great repute among his 
neighbours, owned her teſtimony, and went with 
her into priſon, and when releaſed, brought her to 
his houſe; but John's wife, being no friend, blamed 
her huſband, which made Anne very uneaſy to ſtay 
there: ſo the walked into the fields to ſeek ſome 
covert place to take up her lodging in; but Anthony 
Pearſon, of Rampſhaw, a late juſtice of the peace,, 
having knowledge by George Fox, who was at his 
houſe, of Anne's coming to that town, came with a 
horie and pillion, and took her to his houſe that 
night. f 

"After her ſervice in thoſe parts was over, ſhe re- 
turned home; and in the winter following, ſhe, 
with Mabel! Camm, wife of John Camm, travelled 
through Yorkſhire, Derbyſhire, Leiceſterſhire, into 
Oxfordihire, to the town of Banbury ; where Mabel 
Camm had a concern to go to the ſteeple-houſe, and 
ipeak to the prieſt and people, and Anne accompanied 
her; but the people rudely hurried them out of the 
houſe, and abuſed them in the yard. The prieſt pats 
ſing by, Anne Audland faid, Man, behold the 
fruits of thy miniſtry ?? Next day they were ſent - 
for before the mayor, who had got two witneſſes to 
ſwear Anne had ſpoken blaſphemy, for which they 
committed her to prifon : Mabel Camm was diſ- 
miſſed, and travelled to Briſtol, where ſhe met with 
her huſband. After ſome days, two men in Banbury 
gave bond for her appearance at the next aſſize, by 
which ſhe was a kind of priſoner at large, which gave 
opportunity for her to have ſeveral meetings with the 
people in the town; and her two bondſmen, and ſe- 
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veral hundreds more, came to be convinced of truth, 
and turned to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, being the fruits 


of that effectual powerful miniſtry God had called her 


to bear, ſo that many were added to the church ; and 
a large meeting of friends there was in that town, and 
ſeveral other meetings in the country adjacent were 
ſettled, for which cauſe their adverſaries were angry, 
and they threatened that ſhe ſhould be burned. 
When the aſſizes came, John Audland, John Camm, 
and Thomas Camm were there, and ſome friends 
from London and Briſtol ; and the ſubſtance of the 
charge or indictment drawn up againit her was, that 
ſhe had ſaid, God did not live,“ becauſe ſhe had 
ſaid concerning the prieſt at Banbury, that © True 
< words may be a lie in the mouth of ſome that ſpeak 
© them;* alleging, Jeremiah v. 2. And though 
© they ſay the OY liveth, ſurely they ſwear falſely.” 
The judge of the court was moderate, obſerving her 
ſober and wiſe aniwers unto his queſtions, and her 
innocent boldneſs and comely perſonage, and ſeeing 
the uncertainty of the evidence againſt her, and that 
the matter of fact charged, did not amount to what 
was deſigned, gave the matter to the jury thus, viz. 
That the acknowledged the Lord her God and Re- 
© deemer to live, and that there were Gods of the 
© Heathen, and of the Philiſtines, that were dead 
Gods.“ Some upon the bench perceiving their end 
would not be anſwered, went off to influence the jury 
to bring in ſomething againſt the priſoner, leſt they 
ſhould come off with diſcredit. One of the bench 
obſerving the injuſtice in that matter, ſtepped off allo, 
telling them, © He would fit no longer with them, till 
© more juſtice was amongſt them,“ and was convin- 
ced of truth. Other officers in the court bore teſti- 
mony againſt their arbitrary proceedings; ſo the jury 
returning into court, being aſked if they were 
agreed, they anſwered, © They were,“ and being 
aſked © what they found,” they made anſwer, Only 

E 3 * miſdemeanour.” 
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* miſdemeanour.* A friend preſent told them, © It 
© was illegal to indict her for one fact, and bring her 
© in guilty of another ; for they ought to have found 
© her either guilty or not guilty, upon the matter of 
© fact charged in the indictment.“ So the judge told 
Anne, If ſhe would give bond for her good beha- 
« viour, ſhe might have her liberty ;* ſhe refuſing, 
they ſent her to priſon again: but the judge was 
heard to ſay, The prifoner ſhould have been diſ- 
© charged, but he had a mind ſomewhat to pleaſe the 
© angry juſtices,” Thus her adverſaries were con- 
founded, and flipped off the bench one after another 
diſorderly, without diſmiſſing the court, ſo that truth 
was that day exalted, and the Lord's power magni- 
fed in fruſtrating the deſigns of wicked men. The 
priſon where Anne was ſent to, was a cloſe naſty 
place, ſeveral ſteps below ground, on the fide where-. 
of was a fort of common- ſewer, that received much 
of the mud of the town, that at times did ſtink ſorely ; 
belides frogs and toads did craw] in their room, and 
there was no place for fire, yet ſhe was in great con- 
tent, becauſe it was God's cauſe, Her fellow prifſo- 
ner was Jane Wauzh, a labourer in the goipel, who. 
came to viſit her, and was committed to priſon with 
her, But God's preſence and peace being with. 
them, made their naſty ftinking gaol as a palace, 
Here ſhe remained ſeven or eight. months, and from 
her firſt commitment, about a year and a half, and: 


was at laſt diſcharged by the mayor and aldermen, 


And the fame day was Richard Farnſworth ſet at 
liberty, who with other men friends were priſoners in 
another room : but Jane Waugh ſtill continued a 
priſoner. Anne had frequent meetings in Banbury 
before ſhe left it; and alſo went to the mayor to de- 


mand the liberty of her friend Jane Waugh, who was. 


impriſoned for no other fact, than for coming many 
miles.in love to viſit her in priſon, and the was ſoon. 
after ſet at liberty, Being clear of. thoſe parts, ſhe 
5 e travelled, 
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travelled to Briſtol, where ſhe met with her huſband, 

and they continued in their ſervice and labour i in the 
miniſtry in ſeveral parts of this nation, until he fell 
ſick, and died in the latter end of the year 1663; and 
on the zoth of the third month, 1666, ſhe was married 
to Thomas Camm, and they lived together in true 
love, ſerving the Lord about forty years. She was 
one with her huſband in all his ſervices and ſufferings, 
as in one impriſonment three years at Kendal ; ano- 
ther time at Appleby near fix years; the firſt part 
ſtraitly confined ; the latter, through favour of the 
ſherift and gaoler, dad much liberty. And they tra- 
velled together in the work of the miniſtry into the 
ſouthern parts of the nation, as London and Briſtol, 

&c, She had ſeveral great illneſſes in theſe cities, and 
at one time was brought nigh the grave, when ſhe ex- 
preſſed many heavenly ſayings, that will not be eaſily 
forgot by ſome, warning all to © prize their time, 
© and prepare for their latter end, as God had inclin- 
ed her to do, ſo that ſhe enjoyed unſpeakable peace 
© here, with full aſſurance of eternal reſt and felicit 

in the world to come, which,” (faid ſhe) © I have 
« defired to enter into as gain, rather than to live, if 
God fo pleaſe.” It was her manner often to retire 
alone in her cloſet, or ſome private place, exerciſing 
herſelf in fervent prayer, and. to ſet apart ſome time al- 
moſt daily, for reading the holy {criptures, and other 
good books, and very diligent in frequenting meetings 
for the worſhip of God. "She was not forward to ap- 
pear in preaching or prayer in publick meetings, but 


„ 


when ſhe did, it was fervent, weighty, and with the 


demonſtration of the ſpirit, and with power, to the 
refreſhment of the church ; her doctrine dropping as 
dew, but with zeal to lay waſte the mountain of Eſau. 
She had wiſdom to know the time and ſeaſon of her 
ſervice, in which ſhe was a good example to her ſex, 
for without extraordinary concern, it was rare for her 
to n in large meetings, where ſhe knew there 
Were 


" P - - — — - 
A, — Iu > n=” a =, SR Pow — — — a= — p 


56 PIETY PROMOTED. 


were brethren qualified for the ſervice of ſuch meet- 
ings; and ſhe was grieved when any, eſpecially of 
her ſex, were too haſty, forward or unſeaſonable in 
their appearing in ſuch meetings ; and would give 
advice to ſuch, not without good effect. She be- 
haved herſelf as an humble ſervant of her Lord and 
Maſter Chriſt Jeſus, waſhing his diſciples feet, and 
helping and ſerving, as a nurſing mother, the weak- 
eſt and tendereſt of the flock of Chriſt, and was an 
encourager of thoſe who came forth in a teſtimony 


for God, though but of a ſtammering tongue. 


The laſt opportunity ſhe had amongſt friends, 
was the 2d of the ninth month, 1705, at a monthly- 
meeting at Kendal ; and notwithſtanding her great 
age and weaknels of body, with the coldneſs of the 
ſeaſon, ſhe would not excuſe herſelf from that day's 
ſervice ; and the Lord was with her in good counſel 
and advice to friends, prefling all to faithfulneſs and 
diligence in their ſervice for God, that they might 
receive their reward with thoſe who had near ſerved 
out their day. The next day her illneſs began; 
and finding her huſband under concern becauſe of 
her ſickneſs, ſhe ſaid as followeth : 

My dear, if it be the Lord's good pleaſure, who 
© joined us together, and has bleſſed us hitherto, to 
© ſeparate us outwardly, I entreat thee be content 
© therewith, and give me freely up to the Lord, for 
© thou knoweſt we mult part, and if I go firit, it is 
© but what I have deſired of the Lord many a time, 
© and I believe the conſideration of the deſolate condi- 
c tion I ſhould be in, if left behind thee, will have that 
© place with thee, that thou wilt the more freely com- 
© mit me to the Lord, whoſe I am, and whom J loved, 
© feared, and ſerved with an upright heart all m 
© days: his unſpeakable peace I enjoy, and his 
«© ſaving health is my portion for ever, I pray thee 


© be content with what the Lord pleaſeth to do with 
© me, whether life or death, his holy will be done. 
| Let 
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Let us, my dear, leave all to the Lord, however 


© jt be, it will be well: I have loved thee with m 
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ſoul, and God has bleſſed us, and will bleſs thee, 
and be with thee, and make up all thy loſſes. 
Death is gain to me, though it be thy loſs, and for 
my gain's ſake, I hope thou wilt bear with patience 
thy loſs. I bleſs the Lord I am prepared for my 
change, I am full of aſſurance of eternal ſalvation, 
and a crown of glory, through my dear Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, whom God the Father hath 
tent to bleſs me, with many more, by turning us 
trom the evil of our ways into the juſt man's path, 
which ſhines more and more to the perfect day; 
and if God now pleaſe to finiſh my courſe, and 
take me out of this earthly tabernacle, I am well 
content: I am clear, and have diſcharged myſelf 
in the ſight of God to all friends, except ſome- 
thing of late has been upon my mind to fend 
friends in the ſouth a farewel epiſtle, eſpecially to 
friends about Briſtol and Banbury ; but ſhe ſaid, 
the ſubſtance thereof was, the remembrance of 
her dear love to them all in the truth, with. tender 
advice ta the profeſſors of truth to walk in, and 
keep to the ſimplicity thereof, out of heights and 
exaltedneſs, under the power of the croſs of Chriſt, 
by which they will be more and more crucified 
to the world, and baptized into Chriſt, and put 
him on, the new and heavenly Man, in whom 
they will become new creatures, and enabled to- 
ſerve. God in ſpirit, and keep the unity thereof 
in the bond of peace and love, which the God of 
the world is {till labouring to break and diſſolve: 
I have ſeen him at work to make a breach and 
ſeparation amongſt friends, and if he prevail, it 
will be under pretences of a more angelical ap- 
pearance than at any time before, and this will be 
a bait-taking to all that live above the croſs and 


* true ſelf-denial; L would all were warned to ſtand 


6 their 
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their ground in the power of God, which only can 
* bruiſe Satan, and preſerve out of his ſubtle baits 
© and ſnares.” 

Next day ſeveral friends came to fee her, to whom 
ſhe gave good advice and counſel, © to prize their 
time: and oh! I bleſs my God, ſaid ſhe, that [ 
© lie now in great peace and content of mind and 
© ſoul, though my body be held with pain: oh! 
© that it may be ſo with you all my dear friends. 

When ſhe was very weak, ſome friends would 
aſk her if ſhe knew them, Yes, ſaid ſhe, I know 
© you every one, I have my underſtanding. as clear 
© as ever, for how ſhould it be otherwife, ſince my 


© peace is made with God through the Lord Jeſus 


© Chriſt; J have no diſturbance in mind, therefore 
© is my underſtanding and judgment ſo good and 


ç clear, for it were fad to lie under affliction of body 


© and mind, to feel pinching pangs of body, even 
© to death, and to want peace with God; oh! that 
© would be intolerable to bear. Oh! let my ſoul 


© Praiſe the Lord for his peace and plenteous re- 


© demption.”? 

Her ſon-in-law, John Moor, having ſkill in phy- 
fick, adminiſtered ſomewhat to her, after which 
they thought ſhe was better, and he was gone to- 
wards Swarthmore, but ſhe ſoon grew worſe again ; 
upon which her huſband would have ſent for him 
back, and alſo for her daughter, but ſhe was un- 
willing, ſaying, © Be not careful in the matter, the 
© Lord my God is near me, and I have thy com- 
© pany, and it is enough, and all will be well if this 
© lump of clay, in which I dwell, be diſſolved, I 
© have full aſſurance of an houſe and dwelling God 
is the maker of, that will never wax old, nor be 
© diflolved : oh! my ſoul, bleſs thou the Lord, and 
© be glad in his ſalvation for evermore.” 

Her illneſs increaſed upon her, and many friends 
came to viſit her, to whom ſnie ſaid, © Oh ! the crots 
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is the only way to the crown immortal, ſhun it 
not therefore, [eſt you fall ſhort of the crown; 
ſtand up nobly for your teſtimony to the truth in 
all things, and particularly againſt the popiſh anti- 
chriſtian yoke of tithes, for which many have not 
only ſuffered great ſpoil of goods, but impriſon- 
ment till death, and have received a crown of life: 
oh! if all that have been called to this teſtimony 
had ſtood firm and true therein, God would have 
© wrought wonders for his people more abundantly, . 
© but unbelief makes a long wilderneſs, it 1s well if 
< ſome die not in it, and never ſee the promiſed 
© land.” | 
About two days before ſhe died, ſhe gave good 
advice to her grandchildren and ſervants, and faid 
to her huſband, * My dear, thou haſt ſpent much 
time and ſtrength in ſerving truth and friends, thy 
© reward with God is ſure; I never grudged thy 
© abſence in that good ſervice ; and if it be the time 

of our parting, as I think now it will, I pra 
© thee quit thyſelf of the things of this world, as 
© much as may be, that thou mayeſt with the more 
© freedom purſue that honourable ſervice for truth 
© to the end of thy days: and I hope the Lord will 
give thee ſtrength to travel into the ſouthern parts 
© again, and remember my love to all friends, and 
warn all, but eſpecially the rich, to keep low, and 
© not be high-minded, for humility and holineſs is 
© the badge of our profeſſion ; God Almighty keep 
© us all low and humble, it is a ſafe and bleſſed 
© ſtate, And, my dear, one thing I beg of thee, 
© give me up freely to the Lord, the Lord joined us, 
and gave us to each other ; let us bleſs his name, 
if he now take us from each other in the outward, 
that is all, for our joining in ſpirit ſtands and re- 
mains for ever: oh! therefore, let me go eaſy out 
of this world (where I have had a great ſhare of 
© trouble many ways thou knoweſt) and get 1 that 
aven 
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© haven of reſt, that I have the full aſſurance of 
© ſealed upon my ſpirit.* | 
A little before ſhe died, ſome fainting fits taking 
er, ſhe revived again, and faid, © I was glad, think- 
ing I was going to my eternal reſt without diſtur- 
bance.* Again, ſhe ſaid, I have both a fight and 
ſenſe of eternal reft with God in the werld to 
come ; and therefore I labour hard to be ſwallowed 
up in immortal life, and to be made poſſeſſor of 
that reſt that cannot be diſturbed, where for- 
row will ceaſe, and be no more for ever: oh! 
my ſoul, this is thy glorious portion, therefore 
bleſs thou the Lord, and wait patiently his good 
and appointed ſeaſon.“ Then ſhe deſired to be 
helped up in her bed, but her pains increaſed, ſhe 
grew very weak and faint, and faid, * Methinks I 
grow weak and cold, my hands and feet are grown 
© very cold, yet my heart is very firong before it 
© yields, I muſt meet with ſharper pangs than I have 
yet felt, my God has hitherto laid a gentle hand 
© upon me;* and deſired to lie down again, but 
could not ſtay; but being ſet up in bed again, ſhe 
faid, This pain 1s hard to fleſh and blood, but 
< muſt be endured a little time; eaſe and eternal 
reſt is at hand, I am glad I ſee death fo near me : 
oh ! remember me to all my dear babes and grand- 
children, I ſhall with theſe eyes behold them no 
more, God Almighty bleſs them all, and make 
them all his children, that I may enjoy them for 
ever in the heavens above : neither ſhall I ſee my 
* ſons and daughter; ah! my prodigal ſon, what 
© ſhall I do for him? I have prayed, and longed for 
his return; the time may come, God grant it may, 
© but I ſhall not ſee it in my time; he is my fon, 
< the ſon of a godly father, and therefore I cannot 
© but love him; tell him it is his immortal ſoul's 
< well-being that I am concerned for; not fo much 
© his outward ftate here, for that, though never fo 
| | © miſerable 
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© miſerable, will quickly end; but the miſery of the 
© ſoul, ſeparated from God, will never end. And, 
© my dear, _ our counſel has not had the de- 
© fired end, yet I do entreat thee, remain a father 
© to him in repeated counſel ; leave him not to run 
© on in the way of miſery, but labour and pray for 
© his return: oh! thou haſt been true to me in 
© bearing with me many a heavy burthen, and haſt 
done abundance for him every way for my fake ;* 
with more to that purpoſe : « My love to his wife, 
I defire ſhe may mind heavenly things, and pray 
© God bleſs their offspring, that they may walk in 
© the ſteps of their grandfather, who is gone to his 
© eternal reſt;* with well-wiſhes for her ſon and 
daughter Moor, and bleflings upon their children, 
The day ſhe died, many friends came to fee her, 
being their monthly-meeting day, to whom ſhe gave 
good advice, and expreſſed her joy and comfort in 
the ſalvation of God, peace and perfect redemp- 
tion. Seeing friends weep, ſhe ſaid, © Be not con- 
© cerned, for all is well, I have only death to en- 
© counter, and the ſting of it is wholly taken away; 
© the grave has no victory, and my ſoul is aſcending 
© above all ſorrow and pain. So let me go freely to 
my heavenly manſion, diſturb me not in my paſ- 
© ſage; and my friends, go to the meeting, let me 
© not hinder the Lord's buſineſs, but let it be chief, 
© and by you all done faithfully, that at the end you 
© may receive your reward, for mine is ſure ; I have 
© not been negligent, my day's work is done,” 
Friends went to the meeting, and in a little time 
her pains increaſed, which ſhe bore with patience, 
praying the Lord to help her through her agony of 
death: and after ſome words, ſhe ſaid, Oh my 
© God! Oh my God! thou haſt not forſaken me, 
© bleſſed be thy name for ever; oh my bleſſed Lord 
© and Saviour! that ſuffered for me, and all man- 
© kind, great pains in thy holy body upon the croſs, 
Vor. II. * © remember 
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£ remember me thy poor handmaid in this my great 
© bodily affliction, my truſt is in thee, my hope is 
c only in thee, my dear Lord; oh come, come dear 
Lord Jeſus, come quickly, receive my ſoul, to 
© thee I yield it up, help me now in my bitter 


£ pangs;* which indeed were great. Her huſband 


prayed by her, that the Lord would make her paſſage 
eaſy ; and ſhe had no more ſuch pangs, but drew 
her breath ſhorter by degrees, and ſaid very little 
more, but that it was. good to leave all to the 
Lord;' ſaying, © Oh ! pray, pray, pray ;* and ſo fell 
aſleep in the Lord in a good old age, being in her 
79th year, as a ſhock of corn in ſeaſon. She died 
the 3oth of the ninth month, 1705, and was honour- 
ably buried, many ancient friends of about thirteen 
adjacent meetings accompanied her to the grave, the 
34d of the tenth month, 1705. 


AMES BAINES, fon of William and Sarah 
Baines, of Stangerthwait in the county of Weſt - 
moreland, was one who began to ſeek the Lord in his 
young years; and as he grew in ſincerity and zeal for 
the truth, and increaſed in his concern for the promo- 
tion thereof, ſome time before he died, God opened 
his mouth in a publick teſtimony for the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and his pure religion, in which he was very 
fervent, having a ſight how eminently God would ap- 
pear for thoſe who were faithful, and he had a word 
of encouragement to them ; but was ſharp in judg- 
ment to the backſliders and unfaithful, Although he 
was under much affliction, by reaſon of bodily infir- 
mities and diſtempers which grew upon him, yet he 
was more and more devoted to truth's ſervice (as if 
he had known that his time was not to be long in this 
world ;) and notwithſtanding he was under great 
pain 
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pain and exerciſe of body, yet the power and preſence 
of the Lord was with him, which was his great ſup- 
port and ſtrength, and he often ſpake of the goodneſs 
of God to his ſoul, and of that inward ſweetneſs, peace, 
and comfort, that the Lord was pleaſed to afford unto 
him in his great afflictions, to the ſatisfaction of thoſg 
who were preſent. 

He gave much wholeſome advice in the time of his 
ſickneſs, to friends and others, and ſpake of the proſ- 
perity of truth, and ſaid in particular to his relations, 
as followeth : As we are children of believing pa- 
© rents, and have had our education amongſt friends, 


© fol would not have you to reſt contented there, but 


©. be ſolid, and weighty, and humble yourſelves under 
the mighty hand of God; and as you abide here, 
© you will feel the goodneſs of the Lord to ſpring in 
© your ſouls, to your great comfort, and inward peace 
and ſatisfaction. 1 know our natural tempers are 

inclinable to be light and airy, like other people, 
© therefore we have more occaſion to be bowed and 
© weighty in our minds;* and ſpeaking concerning 
tithes, ©* He deſired friends would keep up their teſti- 
© mony againſt them,* for, ſaid he, © I could have 
« ſlipt ſufferings, if I would have given way to it, but 
© it was a thing I durſt not do; but I accounted it a 
© great mercy that the Lord had bleſſed me with ſome- 
© thing to part with for his name and truth's ſake.“ 
And although he ſuffered pretty much at times, upon 
the account of tithes, yet the Lord's goodneſs to him 
did over-balance all, ſo that he had a word of en- 
couragement to others on that account, Upon oc- 
caſion, ſpeaking of the uncertainty of riches, he ſaid, 
At ſome time I purſued them, and they fled fronz 
© me;* but this uſe he ſaid he made of it, to 
© conclude it was not a city here | was to ſeek after, 
© but one in the heavens, whoſe maker and builder is 
God.“ This he ſpake as caution to others. And 
at ſeveral times he expreſſed © his great peace with 
bs £2 | © God 
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© God here, and full aſſurance of eternal bleſſedneſs 


© in the world to come, through the atonement made 

by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the work of ſanctifi- 

< cation of his ſpirit.” The day before he died, hearing 

that that ancient friend Anne Camm was deceaſed, 
he ſaid, © Ah! that honeſt honourable woman, is ſhe 
© gone to her eternal reſt before me? I ſhall follow 
© her very ſhortly, where we ſhall meet never to part 

again.“ Many were the comfortable expreſſione, 
and ſeaſonable advice which he gave forth in his ſick- 
neſs, that cannot be remembered; and as in his life- 
t me he honoured the truth, ſo was his latter end com- 
fortable, and full of peace; in which he departed this 
life, the x{t of the tenth month, 1705, aged 51 years, 
and was buried in friends burying-ground at Sed. 
bergh. 


The TESTIMONY of Isaac ALEXANDER, con- 
cerning James BAINEs, in a Letter dated the 8th 
of the tenth Month, 1795, who alſo died the 11th 
of the twelfth Month after him, 


Baines, departed this life the 11t of this inſtant; 
and though he was afflicted with great pain, yet he 
bore it with admirable patience, I went often to 
viſit him, and I do not remember that ſince I came 
amongſt friends, any friend fo univerſally viſited by 
all ſorts of people as he was, eſpecially by faithful 
friends; neither did I ever viſit a friend in ſuch a 
caſe, who had that r2ach upon all forts of people, 


and alſo the frame of his ſpirit, it was reaching and 
melting beyond what I can expreſs, and ſo continued 
© to the end, as ſweet and ſenſible as ever. He had 
© great love to friends and truth, and great intereſt in 
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the hearts of friends, and died in a moſt happy and 


© bleſſed condition. | 
© Isaac ALEXANDER.“ 


O UR truly beloved and eſteemed friend James 


both in what he declared in the time of his ſickneſs, 
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WW rot, STOVEY, late of Helperſton- 
Marſh, near Frowbridge, in the county of 
Wilts, was born at Aberry in the faid county. He 
received truth (as it is profeſſed by the people called 
Quakers) upon its firſt publication in thoſe parts, and 
was a zealous encourager of faithfulneſs among 
friends. He allo received a gift of the miniſtry, and 
was often much concerned in his travets, that truth's 
teſtimony might be kept up in its ſeveral branches, 
particularly againſt the antichriſtian oppreſſion of 
tithes. For bearing which teſtimony, as well as keep- 
ing up of meetings, he was a great ſufterer, being caſt 
into ſeveral prifons, and had his cattle, and other goods, 
ſeveral times taken from him, even to the bed he lay 
on, and almoſt all that was thought worth removing. 
His laſt ſickneſs was not very great in appearance, 
oh he ſignified he ſhould never go forth of his cham- 
der, and ſaid, © I can and do forgive all my enemies.” 
He was very cheerful in the time of his illneſs, and 
more than ordinary glad of friends company that came 
to ſee him, and ſaid, © He was fatished and willing, 
< when the Lord pleaſed, to leave this world, in ex- 
© pectation of a far greater happineſs in that which is 
© to come.“ 

He departed this life the jth of the eleventh 
month, 1705, and was buried at Cummerell, in the 
aid county. 


T\ LIZABETH DICEINSON, widow, was 

convinced in her huſband's life-time, which 
was not pleaſant to him, and ſhe met with great 
exerciſe; yet was made willing to give up, to an- 
ſwer the requirings of truth, and in a little time, 
through the grace of God beſtowed upon her, being 
faithful unto the Lord, ſhe was made a A <4 
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the everlaſting goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus (well nigh the 
firſt) in Abbyholme meeting, and the Lord added 
to her days, and the number of the church, that ſhe 
lived not only to ſee many gathered to the Lord in 
her time, but many alſo raiſed to bear a publick 
teſtimony for him, to the gladening of her heart, in 
the thirty years ſhe lived after ſhe had received the 
truth. She was of a blameleis life and converſation, 
and loved the unity of good people, and hated that 
which was the cauſe of the breach thereof. She was 
never tedious in her teſtimony ; ſhe was a mother 
in Iſrael, and bore a faithful teſtimony againſt the 
workers of iniquity : ſhe ruled well her own houſe ; 
ſo that her advice and counſel took place with others. 
She was endued by the Lord with meekneſs and 
wiſdom, and was freely given up to ſerve the truth 
with what ſhe had, and the Lord bleſſed her. She 
viſited friends in Northumberland, Biſhoprick, Weſt- 
moreland, Y orkſhire, and Lancaſhire, where ſhe had 
good ſervice for the Lord. In the year 1688 fhe 
viſited friends in Scotland, and had alſo good ſervice, 
the Lord accompanying her with his heavenly power 
and preſence. | 

In the time of her ſickneſs: the Lord preſerved her 
in patience ; ſhe deſired friends to remember her in 
their near approaches to the Lord, and ſaid, Lord, 
© I am willing to die; thou that haſt made me will- 
ing, art able to make me ready: look down upon 
© thy afflicted handmaid, and lay no more upon me 
than I am able to bear.“ Her laſt words that can 
be remembered before ſhe departed, were, Thou 
Lord God of Iſrael be near and faſten my ſpirit ;” 
which it is not doubted but he was pleaſed to do, 
and received her into reſt with the righteous, where 
no diſturbance can come; but praiſes everlaſting are 

ſung to the Lord God and the Lamb for evermore. 
She departed this life the 8th of the eleventh 
month, 1705, in the 66th year of her age, and was 
buried 
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buried in friends burying-place at Allonby, upon 
the ſeacoaſt in Cumberland, being accompanied 
with many friends and relations, 


ARBARA BEVAN, daughter of John Bevan, 
of I revrygg in Wales, was an honeſt, virtuous 
young woman, zealous for the holy name and truth 


of God, and greatly deſired the exaltation and ſpread- 


ing thereof, labouring that all might come to live 
therein, and order their lives and converſations b 

it, which ſhe came to know and experience in her 
own heart by the divine power of God : for though 
ſhe was ſoberly educated by her parents, and when 
ſhe was but ſix years of age diligently kept to friends 
meetings, and was dutiful to her parents, loving to 
her relations and neighbours, and for her order] 

behaviour in meetings, well beloved by the faithful 
that were acquainted with her ; yet as ſhe grew up 
the enemy laboured often to draw her mind to de- 
light in vain objects, and at times prevailed, to hergreat 
grief and exerciſe of mind ; but after that it pleaſed 
the Lord to viſit her with ſickneſs of body, when 


about ſixteen years of age, and to ſhew her ſtate and 


condition unto her, and ler her fee, as ſhe afterwards 
declared, that the form of truth, and the profeſſion 
© of it only, would not ſatisfy without poſſeſſion; 
© that ſhe had great need of a Saviour; and that the 
© pleaſures and delights here below were but as droſs 
© and dung, in compariſon of God's ſalvation and 
© lifegiving preſence; and that there is but one 
© way to obtain it, and that is, by giving up in obe- 
< dience to the Lord, that he might work and ope- 

© rate in her heart, who had many times begat de- 
fires and breathings in her ſoul after him. | 


She 
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She came to receive a diſpenſation of the goſpel 
about the ſixteenth year of her age, and was con- 
cerned to viſit friends in Weſt Jerſey, and ſome parts 
of Eaſt Jerſey, which ſervice ſhe zealouſly performed, 
being concerned for the honour of God, and her 
labour was acceptable, and well received, 

She afterwards returned into Wales ; and though ſhe 
was weak in body, in the year 1704 ſhe travelled in 
North and South Wales, about ſix hundred miles, 
and her ſervice and labour of love was well received, 
and effectual to many 

She was ſound in doctrine, and the ſavour of life 
attended her declaration; ſhe was a good example 
in her converſation amongſt thoſe ſhe converſed 
with ; and at monthly-meetings ſhe exhorted friends 
to be faithful in their teſtimony againſt tithes, and 
to keep clear of the world's ſpirit, and faſhions. 

During her illneſs ſhe had ſome meetings in the 
family where ſhe was, and earneſtly exhorted them to 
beware of an eaſy, lukewarm condition ;* and ad- 
moniſhed to © wait often upon the Lord, that they 
might get ſomething in ſtore againſt a trying 
© time.” | 

She was ſenſible her time here was not to be Jong, 
and declared, © She was not afraid to die.” Sceing 
ſome of her relations weep, ſhe ſaid, « Why weep 


© ye on ſuch an occaſion ?* The day before the de- 


parted, ſhe ſaid to her father, mother, and relations 
then about her, I love you all, and have a love to 
© the family.” | | 
She had an eaſy paſlage, and departed this life 
the ſeventh day in the evening, being the 26th of 
the eleventh month, 1705; and on the 28th her 
body was accompanied by relations, friends, and 
neighbours, to the meeting-houſe at Trevrygg, 
Where 
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where there was a good meeting, to the ſatisfaQtion' 
and comfort of many then gathered. 


Aged about 22.1 
A miniſter about : ; . 
— — — 


Turner, of Coggleſhall in the county of 
x, in viſiting her acquaintance was taken ſick 
at Gouſſingbeckinghamhall in the ſaid county, and 


| II Fe, TURNER, daughter of Thomas 
E 


quickly after was ſenſible ſhe ſhould die; her mother 


being with her, ſhe deſired her to © bear it with pa- 
 tience, and remember how it was with Abraham, 
and with many others in our day, in parting with 
their only child: dear mother, conſider, it may 
© be this great trial may prove to our ſanctification, 
© bear it with patience ;* for ſeveral days ſhe lay in 
a compoſed ſtate, praying to the Lord to forgive her 
offences. She expreſſed her concern for an ac- 
quaintance of her's, intreating her mother to fay 
this to her as followeth : © Conſider my death as a 
© precedent, and remember ſhe muſt come before 
© the bar of the great God as well as I, and can 
© no way ſhun it; and how doth ſhe think to ſtand; 
there without great repentance.“ Another time 
ſhe defired to have her love remembered to friends. 
at London, and ordered the manner of her burial. 
Her father coming off a journey to ſee her, ſhe ſaid, 
© Dear father, how often have I been comforted ta 
© conſider how the Lord hath preſerved thee through 
© many jeopardies of thy life both by fea and land.“ 
She admoniſhed her nurſe, © not to go into jollity 
© and paſtime, nor be aſhamed of the croſs of Chriſt ; 
© what if people mock thee, be not aſhamed ;* re- 
member Solomon's words, that Know then -_ ”w 
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© theſe things God will bring thee into judgment; 
with many other exhortations ſhe gave to this laſs, 
ſaying, © Take notice of what I ſay ;* to which ſhe 
anſwered, breaking forth into weeping, © I hope I 
© ſhall.” At other times ſhe ſpake ſeveral weighty 
and ſeaſonable exhortations, which are not taken 
down, and fo pafſed away, inwardly breathing unto 
the Lord, which was a comfort to thoſe who were 
with her. She died on the 8th of the twelfth month, 
1795, in the 19th year of her age. 


D TH —.—ñ 


SAAC ALEXANDER, ſon of Thomas and 


Alice Alexander, of Bendrig in Killington, in 
the county of Weſtmoreland, was born in the year 
1680, and convinced of the bleſſed truth in the year 
1694, in the 14th year of his age; and in the 17th 
pou of his age he received a gift of the miniſtry, and 

ecame an able miniſter of the goſpel of our Lord- 
Jeſus Chriſt, 

In. 1698 he travelled abroad in the work of the 
goſpe], and went into Yorkſhire, and through the 
eaſt parts of England, till he came to London. 
After his return home, he travelled in the ſame ſer- 
vice into Scotland, and viſited all the meetings of 
friends in that nation; end after his return thence, 
he went into the weſtern and ſouthern parts of this 
nation; and three years after, he viſited all the 
meetings of friends in Ireland, and moſt of the meet- 
ings in England and Wales. e 

In the eighth month, 1705, he began to be much 
out of health, and yet attended meetings till the 
middle of the tenth month following; about which 
time ſeveral friends ſitting by him, he being ſenſible 
of God's ſalvation, ſaid in admiration thereof, To 
6. thee, to thee, be ſalvation and praiſe, this is N 
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© of great ſalvation;ꝰ and ſignified what great mercy 
it was that the Lord ſhould viſit us in our young 
years, and reveal his bleſſed truth to us, and how 
unworthy many were before the Lord did make 
bare the arm of his ſalvation ; © how good has the 
Lord been to me in the time of my ſickneſs, al- 
© though I have formerly felt much of his power and 
< preſence, yet never enjoyed ſuch plenty thereof, 
© as ſince I have been viſited with this ſickneſs. 
© Oh! what an excellent thing it is to keep in the 
© truth, and viſit one another in the life of it.“ He 
made a great difference between thoſe who viſit the 
ſick in the ſenſe of life, and other viſitors, who no 
i ſooner meet, but begin to talk of their worldly af- 
* fairs. He faid, Friends, get into an inward ac- 
| © quaintance with the Lord in ſpirit, for it is a good 
thing to retire to the rock, there is ſafety, there 
is good ſtanding, an excellent bottom, and room 
enough. If any go out of the bounds of truth, 
thinking thereby to bring others in, they will find 
themſelves to be in ſlippery places; and faid, be- 
ware of joining with falſe unſettled ſpirits.” Ano- 
ther time, two friends ſitting by him, he felt the 
power and preſence of the Lord, and ſang praiſes 
unto him after an heavenly manner, faying, Mͤy 
© heart is full, though I can truly ſay, I have no 
deſire to ſpeak, but as I feel it ſpring from the 
lie. OH | 
On the 28th of the tenth month he ſaid, © As I 

© lay on my bed very weak of body, I thought I. 
could never die better, for I felt my ſalvation 
© ſealed unto me, ' Oh l' (ſaid he to them preſent) 
Love God, love God, for he is worthy ; you may 
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| © love any thing elſe too much, but you can never 
the © love God too much ; oh ! what hath he done for 
hich * my ſoul, he hath given to me everlaſting comfort, 
— 1 © it is enough, it is enough indeed.“ He ſaid more- 


over, There are two things which afford me great 
a day b ſatisfaction. vs th 
. | 3ſt, That 
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1ſt, That ever ſince the Lord manifeſted him- 
< ſelf to me, I have freely given up myſelf to his 
© requirings, and delivered his word faithfully, and 
© have not ſought to pleaſe men, neither did I look 
< for great things; what I defired was, that I might 
have a place amongſt the ſanctified. | 

2dly, © I have always been againſt libertine ſpirits, 
© and have had no familiarity with them ; theſe 
© things are now my comfort.“ 

He alſo ſaid, Oh! I have ſeen glorious things, 
< yea, ſuch things as I never faw before; I beheld 
© a friend lately deceaſed in a glorious place, and 
© that I was to be with him; and I ſaid, it is enough 
< to be there; oh ! ſuch ſalvation! I am glad I can 
© ſay, O death, where is thy ſting ; and grave, where 
is thy victory ?* Another time ſome friends viſiting 
him, he related to them, © how the Lord had raiſed 
© him from nothing to bear a teſtimony for him, and 
© whereſoever the Lord drew me, I ae followed 
© him, both in this nation and other nations, and 
© ſought not favour and intereſt among men.* He 
warned and cautioned the negligent to“ be dili- 
< gent and faithful, and come up in the ſervice of 
© truth; and ſaid, the Lord will cauſe a dreadful 
© day to overtake the diſobedient and the negligent ; 
© it is ſealed to my ſoul, that it haſtens on apace.” 

He often ſaid in great weakneſs of body, © I deſire 
© to be diſſolved and to be with Chriſt, but the Lord's 
© will be done; adding, © the Lord's preſence is here? 
giving thanks for his divine help, he ſaid, I have 
© never wanted comfort from him in this time of ſick- 
© neſs: friends, it is an excellent thing to have a con- 
£ ſcience void of offence towards God; keep © your 
© hearts clean, I have diſcharged my duty to all people, 
* ſo that J find nothing but that I am fully clear, I am 
© fully clear.“ After a little time he brake forth in 
a ſweet harmony, and lifted up his voice in prayer 
to the Lord, which had been very low ſeveral weeks, 
ſaying, * O Lord God! though my exerciſes and 

| 6 pain 
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© pain of body abound, thy power and life doth 


© much more abound, and carries me over all ;' fer- 
vently begging of the Lord to be with all his faithful 
labourers the world over, ſaying, * Worthy, worthy, 
© worthy art thou, O Lord, of all honour, thank(- 
© giving, and praiſe.“ He prayed for an eaſy paſſage 
out of this world, which the Lord granted him; for 
about the ſecond hour the ſame day in the afternoon 
he fell aſleep, and twelve hours after he ſaid to a 
friend preſent, * Lay my head better ;* which done, 
he ſaid, © Now I will fall upon my ſleep;' and im- 
mediately went away as if he had fallen into a natu- 
ral ſlcep. 

He died the 12th of the twelfth month, 1705, at 
the houſe of James Wilſon, near Kendal ; and the 


1Sth of the ſame month was buried at Brigflats 
near Sedberg. 


— . —— 


ARAH BLACK HOUSE, of Vaeland-Redman, 
by in the county of Lancaſter, was convinced of the 
truth, by receiving the teſtimony of that eminent 
miniſter of the goſpel of Chriſt, George Fox, in the 
year 1653, being in and about the 27th year of her 
age. And within a few years after, it pleaſed the 
Lord to concern her in a publick teſtimony, to the 
refreſhing and edifying of his churches and people, in 
which ſhe faithfully laboured and travelled in the 
meetings whercunto ſhe belonged, and ſome other 
adjacent meetings. She was exemplary in her life 
and converſation, and preached truth therein to her 
neighbours, and thoſe ſhe was concerned with. And 
a few days before ſhe died, her friends and relations 
being by her bed fide, ſhe ſaid, © See that in all your 
© meetings you wait upon the Lord, and be not ſleepy ; 
© be faithful unto what he hath made known, and re- 

Vor. II. G 6 yealed 
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© vealed unto you: for it need not be ſaid unto you, 
© Know the Lord; you know enough, be faithful 
© to what the Lord hath revealed, for that is the ſum 
of all religion.“ A little after ſhe ſaid, © I am weak, 
© and in much pain, I deſire to be eafed, when the 
© Lord's pleaſure is; through mercy he hath given 
© me peace and reſt to my ſoul:* and then faid, 
© Farewell, fare you all well in the Lord, I deſire 
your growth and projperity in the truth, every one 
for yourſelves.” And ſo in much peace and quiet- 
neſs of mind and ſpirit, departed this life, the 3oth 
of the fifth month, 1706, being near 80 years of age: 
ſhe had a teſtimony tor truth about fiſty years, 


R — . —— 


HRISTOPHER RICHARD SON, late of Bur- 

ton in Vorkſhire, was born at Carperby in the 

ſame county, of honeſt parents, and was religiouſly 
educated. 
In the time of his weakneſs of body, which increaſ- 
ed ſo much upon him, that his recovery was ſome- 
what queſtioned ; his wife aſked him how it was 
c with him; he anſwered, It is no light matter to 
© be concerned about our ſoul's ſalvation ; but I feel 
© hopes to ſpring.* Then taking his wife by the 
hand, he ſaid, My dear, thou haſt been a loving and 
£ obedient wife to me; I defire thee to keep in pa- 
«E tience, the Lord will be a huſband to thee, and he 
c will provide for thee, he did take care for thee be- 
© fore thou hadſt a huſband ; ſo he that did thus help 
© thee through many troubles and deep exerciſes, he 
sis the ſame that ever he was; he will be ſtrength 
© to thee in time of weakneſs. It was the Lord's 
F providence that brought us together, and he hath 
+ many times honoured us with his preſence ; but 
$ whether we be ſeparated now or not, the Lord's 
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£ will be done, for we have had a comfortable time 
together, and I deſire we may have a comfortable 
« parting, and things may be made eaſy to thee.? 
Then he ſpoke to his father, and aid, * This I have 
© to ſay to thee, thou haſt been tender over me, and 
© much concerned about me, and thy care hath been 
to bring me up in truth's way; the Lord will re- 
© ward thee for it in another world.” | 
His father replied, © Child, and this I have to ſay 

© for thee, thou haſt been a dutiful child to me.“ Then 
his ſon ſaid to him again, Remember my dear love 
© (or duty) to my tender mother, and deſire her to 
© keep in patience. 

To his brother John, he ſaid, © Keep in the fear 
of the Lord, let it be always before thee, and it 
will learn thee true wiſdom ; love the teachings of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and that which inwardly 
doth check and reprove for evil; hearken to that 
inward voice, that tells thee when thou art turning 
to the right hand, or to the left; as for them that diſ- 
obey the teachings of it, and will have none of its 
reproofs, a day of deſolation will overtake them, be- 
fore they be aware, and ſuch will be ruined for ever.“ 
Then taking a brother of his by the hand, he ſaid, 
Farewell, I do wiſh thy eternal welfare, and deſire 
© thee to be faithful to what God hath made known 
© to thee; for I believe thou knoweſt enough, give 
© up to the manifeſtation of the ſpirit of truth, and 
bring thy children up in the nurture of it.“ His 
brother anſwered, * We can do nothing of ourſelves, 
* without God Almighty's affiſtance ;* his reply was, 
© God hath extended a meaſure of his grace unto 
© every one to profit withal ; ſo there will be no. 
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pleading of excuſe : I deſire thee to have a care of 


giving way to that which will draw thy mind away 
© from the Lord, for if thou doſt, thou wilt be un- 
© done for ever, as ſure as I hold thee by the hand.” 
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He alſo declared, © He was willing to leave the 
© world, and all that might be enjoyed in it, if it 
© ſhould pleaſe the Lord to take him away at that 
© time, that he might leave a good ſavour behind 
© him;* mentioning the troubles that are here, and 
the peace that is with the Lord, and the ſatisfaction 
he had in his own particular, One that was by, 
faid, © It is well it is ſo with thee, I am glad to hear 
* ſuch expreſſions from thee.“ He then ſaid to them 
about him, There are many when they are brought 
low in ſickneſs, begin to conſider how they have 
ſpent their time, and ſee their lamps untrimmed, 
and want oil, like the fooliſh virgins, who are ready 
to ſay, Ch! that it would pleaſe the Lord to 
lengthen their days, ſo as to raiſe them up again; 
then they would be better prepared for their final 
change.” 

'T hen he ſaid, © I fee a portion in the kingdom of 
heaven; a place among the ſanctified is better than 
a thouſand worlds; ſo let not the things of this 
world hinder you, for the cares of this life, and 
cumbering things, do but gender to bondage.” 
Then he ſaid, My dear love is to all my brothers 
and ſiſters; I deſire they may be careful to bring 
up their children in the nurture of truth; tell m 
ſiſter Jane from me, that ſhe be not unmindful of 
© her firſt love; but that ſhe bow to truth, and ſtand 
* in the dominion of it, and learn humility, and prize 
truth above all! 

He alſo deſired his love to ſome particular friends, 
and added, My love is to all faithful friends;“ after 
wich his wife aſked him how it was with him; 
he ſaid, *I am very eaſy, the Lord's will be done.“ 
He ceaſed to ſpeak any more till about three or four 
hours before he departed, and then he faid, Seek, 
* ſeek Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour ;* theſe were the laſt 
words thoſe prefent could remember. He was pa- 
tient in his ſickneſs, and freely reſigned to the will oF 
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the Lord, and concerned in love to give advice, and 
declare his ſenſe and experience of the Lord's good- 
neſs and ſalvation to him; and no doubt is entered 
into that holy kingdom of eternal life and glory, where 
his ſoul will reſt in peace for ever. 
He departed this life the 7th of the ſixth month, 
1706, and was buried the gth at Caperby, in friends 
burying=-ground, being accompanied thither with 
many friends and neighbours. | 


— — — 


OHN TOMKINS, who collected the three 
volumes of Dying Sayings, was born about the 
year 1663 ; his parents were in fociety with the peo- 
ple called Quakers. 

His father died when he was very young, after 
which his mother took care to have him religiouſly 
educated, and the Lord bleſſed her care, and was gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed in his tender years, to incline him to 
love and fear him: he was an obedient ſon, and aſſiſt- 
ing to her in her buſineſs; and as he grew in years 
continued lo, | 

When his mother married again, ſhe had ſeveral 
more children by her ſecond huſband. And after ſhe 
died, and her hufband was reduced to a very low con- 
dition, this his 10n-in-law was both tender and charit- 
able, and had a preat care and regard to his children, 
And as his love began to be early manifeſted to his 
relations, ſo it did greatly appear to thole that preach- 
ed the goſpel of Chriſt, and to the poor and afflicted. 
in body and mind, whom he relieved, viſited, and com- 
forted. He alſo greatly loved and delighted in the 
holy Scriptures, and diligently read and ſearched 
them. As he grew in years, he grew in grace, and in 
the knowledge of our Lord and: Saviour Telus Chriſt; 


and being faithful: unto the Lord, he was pleaſed to 
TR 7; G 3 put 
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put him into the miniſtry, and committed to him the 
word of reconciliation, and made him a ſkilful miniſter 
in the word of life, ſo that he could divide it aright. 
He was filled with ſuch a zeal for the name and 
truth of God, as was accompanied with knowledge ; 
was well acquainted with our Chriſtian diſcipline, 
and careful that it might be maintained ; defiring, 
where any profeſſing truth walked not according to 
it, that they might be admoniſhed and reproved; and 
that the works and ways of thoſe that would not re- 
ceive either, but continued looſe and unfaithful, ſhould 
be teſtified againſt, that friends might be clear, and 
the church of God might ſhine; for he greatly de- 
Iighted in her proſperity, and travelled for her wel- 
fare, and prayed that the Lord would favour her duſt, 
and fatisfy her poor with bread, and comfort all her 
- mourners. One aſking him how he did, he re- 
plied, © Very weak, but Jam willing to die, and leave 
© this troubleſome world, if the Lord ſees it meet to 
© remove me at this time.“ Lying on his bed very 
weak, he ſpoke to friends then preſent, very fervently 


for ſome time, concerning the work of the Lord, and 


the proſperity of his truth in the earth; and in parti- 
cular, that The Lord would have a glorious church 


and people, when all the droſs and chaff, that did 


x yet cleave to them, ſhould be purged out, and blown 


away; and that the Lord would remove that which 


£ had been the occaſion of any diſunion among his 
£ people, and bring them more and more into unity, 
© and to be of one heart and mind, and that the work 
of the Lord ſhould go forward in the earth, and his 
truth proſper over all the kingdoms of it, and man 
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I believe the Lord will blefs his people, and carry 
on the work he hath begun in the earth; and it is 
© my faith, that the time will come that the. wicked 


« ſhall be as few as the righteous are now: but there 


is much to be purged out of the church; there is 
1 ' 8 — much 


nations ſhould be gathered to it.“ He alſo ſaid, 
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* much pride and ſuperfluity to be done away.” 
Again he faid, © I have ſeen great things ſince my ſick- 
© neſs; things which I think not lawful to be ſpoken.” 
Much good counſel and advice dropped from him at 
ſundry times, that was not taken down in writing, 
which he gave to his friends and relations, and often 
ſaid to his wife, © My dear, grieve not, thou muſt 
not grieve; I want to be where the weary are at 
« reſt, and where the wicked ceaſe from troubling. 
© I want to be diſlolved, that I may be with the Lord 
© Jeſus Chriſt; the Lord will provide for thee and 
© thy children: he hath ſaid, Let their widows 
« truſt in me, and I will take care of their fatherleſs 
children.. | 8 

When he was aſked, if he deſired to ſee his 


' youngeſt child, (he being ſome miles diſtant) he 


anſwered, He is young, and hath little knowledge 
© of me, I commit him to the great God, he will 
© take care of him.“ He ſpake this with more than 
ordinary ſedateneſs, adding, I am not afraid of 
© death, I have ſought the honour of God in my 
© day, and my reward is with him. The Lord hath 
© been very good to me in this ſickneſs; I can ſay 
* with the Pſalmiſt, © He hath made my bed in my 
« ſickneſs.” I have many ſweet ſeaſons from the 
Lord in the night when I cannot ſleep : oh | I enjoy 
* ſweet peace from him. Oh! the love of the Lord 
© Jefus Chriſt is great to mankind. 

The Lord viſited me in my tender years, and I 
© have feared him from my childhood. I have de- 
lighted to wipe the ſhoes of thoſe that preach the 
© goſpel, when | was a boy; and ſince I have been a 
© man, I have taken more delight in ſerving the 
© Lord, his church and people, than in getting of 
© worldly riches, I love the poor, and have loved to 
* ſerve them, and to viſit them in their afflictions. 
Remember my love to the poor in the quarter where 
© I dyell, 


I love 
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I love the miniſtry, I have a valuable eſteem for 
© the miniſters, and pray God purge and ſanctify 
© them, that they may go before the flock. And I 
pray God blels the young generation of miniſters 
© that are coming up, and make them ſkilful in the 
© work, that they may divide the word aright, that 
© like the Benjamites of old, they may ſhoot an arrow 
(or ſling a ſtone) to an hair's breadth.” 

He died the 12ta of the ſeventh month, 1706, 
aged about forty-three years, and was decently buried 
from the meetinghouſe near Devonſhire-ſquare, ac- 
companied by a great number of friends to Bunhill 
fields burying-ground, and many living teſtimonies 
were borne to the truth, in which he lived and died, 


He publiſhed the ſeveral books following: 
The Harmony of the Old and New Teſtament. 
A Concordance. 

A Trumpet Sounded. 

The Great Duty of Prayer. 

Piety Promoted, 10, 2d, and 3d parts. 


Which are proofs of his zeal for truth, his love to 


all people, and that he was well acquainted with the 
holy Scriptures. 


OBERT HUBERSTIE, late of Yelhud- 
Compers, in the county of Lancaſter, was 
. vitited with the Dayſpring from on high, and 
brought to the knowledge of God's eternal truth, as 
profeſſed by the people called Quakers, about the 
year 1653, which he received, loved, and obeyed ; 
and was often a great ſufferer by impriſonment and 
ſpoiling of his goods, for peaceably 12 to wor- 
ſhip Almighty God, in the fpirit of his Son, and 


according as he requires, and bearing his teſtimony 
faithfully againſt that antichriſtian oppreſſion of 
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tithes. After his releaſe out of prifon he travelled 
in the work of the miniſtry, the Lord having be- 


ſtowed a gift upon him, and committed to him the 


word of reconciliation ; he travelled in the power of 
it for the good of ſouls, and viſited the churches of 
Chriſt through moſt parts of this nation, exhorting 
and adviſing friends in the love of God, to feel the 
lifegiving preſence and power of the Lord in all 
their meetings, that therein they might be refreſhed, 
and ſtrengthened to wait upon God, and to wor ſhip 
him in ſpirit and truth. Being returned, he was 
taken ſick, and in the time thereof he had many 
comfortable expreſſions, ſaying, * I have peace with 
© God, through Jeſus Chriſt, and am content in his 
© heavenly will to live or die, having ſought God's 
© glory before my own intereſt in this world.'—He 
often adviſed thoſe preſent, to be faithful to what 
God had manifeſted to them, and to bear a faithful 
teſtimony to the truth. After a ſore fit of pain, he 
ſaid, It is good to have the Lord near at ſuch a 
< pinching time as this, and to have nothing to do 
© but to die.“ A few days before he died, he called 
his fon, and the reſt of his family, and ſaid, He 
© mult take his leave of them; and deſired them to 
live in love amd peace one with another, and to 
love the truth above all, and to bear a faithful 
teſtimony for God and his truth whilſt on earth, 
and the Lotd would bleſs them.“ He deſired his 
love might be remembered unto faithful friends, ſome 
of whom he mentioned by name. 

He bore his ſickneſs and pain with much patience, 
and uttered many ſweet expreſſions. He was pre- 
ſerved ſenſible to the laſt, having been a believer in 


the truth about 53 | 
Yeats, 
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A priſoner near 5 
Aged about 71 


He 
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He died the 12th, and was buried the 14th of the 


eighth month, 1706. 


Here followeth a Teſtimony of an ancient Friend 


A NAA A K K aA A A A a «„ a „ 


a. Ka K mm: a ARA. @a A 


A 


c 


and Acquaintance of R. Huberſtie's. 


© SINCE I have had the opportunity of reading 
the above-written lines, relating to my dear de- 
ceaſed friend and brother in the neareſt and dear- 
eſt relation of God's bleſſed truth, who was con- 
vinced thereof in the next year after I was, when 
we were both young in years; and remembering 
the glory of that day of viſitation of our ſouls, 
and the comfortable fellowſhip of the ſpirit we 
have ſince enjoyed together; and alſo Providence 
ſo ordering, that my lot fell to ſee him in his 
bodily weakneſs, and to be comforted in the be- 
holding that ſweet contented frame of ſpirit he lay 
in; together with the affecting words that then 
dropped from him, I felt ſome concern upon my 
mind to add in ſhort, as followeth : 

© That he was a man truly fearing God, faithful 
to the manifeſtation of truth, firm and noble 
in his teſtimony and ſufferings, an able, zealous, 
and laborious miniſter of Chriſt Jeſus, con- 
cerned for good order in the church, ſerving the 
Lord faithfully in his day, and died the death 
of the righteous, his latter end was like theirs, viz, 
full of joy in rightcouſneſs and aſſurance of eternal 
life and glory, as he intimated to me in a ſenſe 
thereof, a few days before his departure, ſay- 
ing, that he was well in mind, freely given up to 
the will of God, and poſſeſſed perfect peace, pa- 
tiently waiting for his being delivered out of that 
pain and trouble of body in God's time, deſiring 
to be remembered to all faithful friends, and de- 
ſiring me, and one other friend, to be at his burial, 


And the Lord made way, that I therein anſwered 


© his 
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c his deſire, it being the day above-ſaid, in friends 
< burying place at Yeland, where a great appear- 
© ance of friends were, and a great many of the 
© chief and ſober neighbours, yea ſeveral that were 
© not invited; which did demonſtrate the good re- 
© ſpect he had amongſt all ſorts of people. And the 
© Lord was pleaſed upon that ſolemn occaſion, to 
„ bleſs us with his glorious preſence, and to open 
© the mouths of ſeveral of his ſervants in a living 
© teſtimony to his truth; alſo to magnify his holy 
© and powerful name for his marvellous ſalvation, re- 
© vealed in and through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt our 
© Saviour, to whom, with the Father, belongs do- 
© minion, glory, and eternal praiſe, world without 
© end. Amen, 


Oldworth, the 26th of 


THOMAS Cam. 
the 1ſt Month, 1707. 


Sarah Kirton, of Kenſington, near Lon- 
don, aged about twenty-two years, had been careful] 
educated by his parents. He was from a child duti- 
ful to his parents, and tenderly affectionate to them, 
and to his brothers and ſiſters. And when he went 
to ſchool, gave his brothers and ſchoolfellows good 
advice, and was exemplary in his ſolid and wiſe 
deportment, which alſo was tempered with much 
ſweetneſs, that he was beloved, both at ſchool and in 
the family at home; and as he grew in years, he 
grew in grace. | 

He was aflitted with much pain, which he bore 
with abundance of patience; and in his ſickneſs he 
would often ſay, © It is a hard rough way that I tread, 
the Lord ſupport me, and keep me, that I may not 
* tread, nor {ſtep aſide, but be preſerved to the end; 


Oh! 


ILLIAM EIRTON, ſon of Richard and 
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© Oh! when ſhall J go to reſt, on the other ſide, or 
© beyond all pains and troubles? But, Lord, let it 
© be thy time, and be pleaſed to give me patience.“ 

Afterwards he ſaid, I am bound for heaven, I 
© am for eternity. 

Again, his brothers and ſiſters ſtanding by, he ſaid 
to them, © I beg of you, be dutiful to your dear 
c parents, you cannot do too much for them; if I 
© were to live, I ſhould think it my duty to ſerve 
© them. And to thee, brother Benjamin, thy ſtand- 
ing is on ſlippery places; have a care and live 
well, that thou mayeſt die well and come to me.” 
He ſaid often to his brother and ſiſter, © Live every 
day as if it were your laſt day.” | 

On the day he died, he faid to his mother, and 
aunt Damaris Kirton, © Sit cloſe to me, and I will 
© keep cloſe to the Lord. Methinks I fee the Lord 
© coming to call me this day, or to ſend the angel of 
© his preſence, and I am ready to meet him.” 

Afterwards he ſaid, * How gloriouſly the outward 
4 ſun doth ſhine ; ſo doth the Son of Righteouſneſs 
£ ſhine upon my ſoul this day,” 

A while after being toldit rained, he ſaid, It is 
« a mollifying day, the Lord mollity and tender all 
© our hearts and ſpirits.“ Then, after a time of ſtill- 
neſs, he ſaid to his aunt, I have ſomething to ſay, 
© but my breath is very fhort ;* he deſired of the 
Lord to give him breath that he might ſpeak, which 
in a little time was anſwered, and the Lord opened 


his mouth in a wonderful manner to thoſe that were 


about him; he particularly directed himſelf to the 
youth, and expreſſed a great concern that the © young 
generation that were coming up, might remember 
£ their Creator in the days of their youth,“ which, 


(with the living preſence of the Lord, that was then 


felt) ſo tendered the hearts of all preſent, that there 
was ſcarce a dry eye, 
| He 
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He concluded with a fervent prayer, and fell aſleep 
in the Lord the 3d of the ninth month, 1706, and 
his corpſe was buried in friends burying-ground in 
Hammerſmith on the 7th: and as he was well 
beloved and eſteemed, it was accompanied by many 
friends and neighbours, he having ſaid, I do not 
© care how much company is at my burial, for I 
© believe the Lord will meet with them: and the 
Lord was pleaſed to appear in that ſolemnity, bleſſed 
be his holy name for ever. 


Precious in the ſight of the Lord is the death of 
$ his ſaints, Pſal. cxvi. 15. 


—ñ—— 


OHN CARLISLE, of the city of Carliſle, was, 
through the gracious viſitation of God, con- 
vinced of the bleſſed truth about the year 1673, 
and by the miniſtry of John Graves, much reached 
and confirmed therein. He grew and increaſed in 
faithfulneſs, according to his meaſure, and was drawn 
forth ſometimes in a publick teſtimony, and preached 
the goſpel, not in the eloquence of ſpeech, but very 
powerful and reaching, and in ſimplicity and ſince- 
rity ; although illiterate as to outward learning, yet 
in bis doctrine and teſtimony he conſiderably opened 
the ſcriptures of truth, by the aſſiſtance of that ſpi- 
rit which gave them forth, to the edification of the 
hearers, and confirmation of thoſe goſpel truths by 
him preached, He laboured in the work of the 
miniſtry in divers counties, as Cumberland, Weſt. 
moreland, Biſhoprick, and part of Lancaſhire; as 
alſo in Northumberland, and in Scotland; and ſeve- 
ral were convinced by his labours of love in the 
goſpel of Chriſt in many places, and remain as ſeals 
of his miniſtry, He was zealous for the teſtimon 
of truth, and in much love received the friends of it, 
Vor. II, H that 
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that travelled in the ſame work, itito his houſe. 
And as he delighted to draw near to the Wellſpring 
of life, for divine ſuccour and conſolation, he was 
not unmindful often to wait upon the Lord in his 
family, unto whom the Lord was pleaſed to reach, 
in order to their convincement ; and he was ſome- 


times opened to ſpeak a few words to them of in- 


formation or exhortation, and ſometimes to ſuppli- 
cate the Lord ; at other times he had to wait upon 
the Lord in his family in ſilence, to feel an increaſe 
and growth in the virtue of truth among them. And 
many are witneſſes of the benefit and comfort they 
received in thoſe his family meetings, that have been 
at them, ſo that although at his firſt convincement, 
and when he came to bear teſtimony to the truth, he 
was as a ſpeckled bird, there being none that bore 
the ſame profeſſion in the city, and was warred 
againſt by the bitter magiſtrates, and ſevere inform- 
ers, and cruel proſecutors : yet ſuch was the Lord's 
goodneſs to him, that he was preſerved faithful in his 
teſtimony for the Lord through all ; though ſome of 
his perſecutors fell into great diſtreſs, and died 
miſerably, and others of them fell into great pover- 
ty, ſo that a priſon became their dwellings, and 
therein they died. He was always ready to help 
forward and encourage every good work on truth's 
account, and was much given to hoſpitality, and 
open-hearted to the poor of any ſociety. He was of 
a blameleſs converſation, juſt in his dealings, and 
of a good report among all people, and valiant for 
truth and its teſtimony unto the end, In his fick- 
neſs he often exhorted friends to © be faithful to 


„the Lord and his truth, according to their mea- 


© ſure 3 ſaying, then the Lord would ſtand by 
© them, and bring them through all the exerciſes 


© they might meet with for the ſame, and they 


c ſhoiltd have the reward of “ well done. 
Having 
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Haying ſome ſight of the glory and joys of hea- 
ven, that thoſe that are faithful and upright-hearted 
ſhall enjoy, and an evidence in himſelf, of his ſoul's 
everlaſting peace, he ſignified his deſire of a change, 
and that his wife and children might give him freel 

up, ſaying, It would be well.“ Being ſenſible the 
time of his depamure drew near, he ſaid to his 
friends and neighbours preſent, that © a little time 
* would finith and make all things eaſy ;* and in 
about halt an hour pailed away . the 25th of 
the twelfth month, 1706. He died in the faith of 
Jeſus, and in full unity with friends, haying borne 
an innocent ine for truth in his generation, and 
left a good ſay our behind him; aged about 74 years. 


ꝑn—ũ—öd8 — 


OHN ELLIS, was one upon whom the Lord 
J beſtowed a gift in the miniſtry, who Jaboured 
in the goſpel of the grace of God for the good of 
ſouls, and freely preached it in the authority of 


divine life, to the reaching of God's witneſs in many 


hearts, | 
He was zealgus for Ggd, and tender of the good 
in all; but terrible againſt the workers of iniquity : 
graye ang gevereng ih the exerciſe of his gift, his 
teſtimony full of rde and caution, but in that 
meekneſs which magę the ſame to be edifying; his 
doctrine und, flowing from the living fountain and 
diyine ſpring of life and heavenly wiſdom. 
He was à man of great kindneſs, meek and hum- 
ble; a yiſitor of the widows and fatherleſs in their 
diſtreſs, he fed the hungry, and clothed the naked, 
according to his ability. He laboured greatly in Yor = 
ſetſhire, Fam pſhire, Wildhice, and Devonſhire, and, 
in other places, often ſaying, His father's buſineſs 
muſt not be pegleQed , or done negligently.” As 
| 2 — 
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he was travelling in the ſervice of truth, he was 
taken ſick ten miles from his habitation, He ex- 
horted that every one ſhould keep cloſe to the truth 
that the Lord had made known to them, and faid 
on his death bed to his wife, © It is hid from me,” 
ſpeaking of his death, © but if this is my time, I am 
ready; there is nothing to be laid to my charge; 
© there is a fountain of life that we muſt all come 
to, that runs ſweetly.* His daughter ſtanding by, 
be gave her a charge, that © the ſhould not mix with 
© any in the world, and that ſhe ſhould not be trou- 
© bled; for,” ſaid he, I have a ſure foundation.“ He 
ſpoke many other words that could not be well un- 
derſtood, but concluded, ſaying, * I falute you all ;” 
and departed the 31ſt of the firſt month, 1707, and 
was decently interred in friends burying- ground at 
Pool the 4th of the ſecond month following, and 
ſeveral teſtimonies were borne unto the truth on 
that occaſion.. 


— —rrrernrmmnrnmnmrrmn—_ 


| ARY STOUT, relict of Henry Stout, of 

Hertford, an honeſt ancient friend, who was 
early convinced of the bleſſed truth, and retained her 
love unto it, and the friends of it unto death; be- 
ing weak and near her end, ſaid on her death bed 
the 31ſt of the firſt month, 1707, © I have nothing 
© to do but to die, if it ſhould be this night before 
© morning.,—lI have received the earneſt of that in- 
© heritance that ſhall never fade away.“ R. TP. next 
day coming to ſee her, aſked how ſhe did; ſhe ſaid, 
© I am very weak, but well ſatisfied to die, if my 
© time be come, for the Lord is with me, and that 
© is a precious jewel;* R. T. ſaid, So it is, which 
© the world cannot give ;* ſhe ſaid, No, nor take 
away.“ R. T. aſked her, if ſhe had ſettled her 
hs ; | affairs; 
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affairs ; ſhe replied, © She had nothing to do but 
6 to gie. 
The 6th of the ſecond month ſeveral friends be- 
ing come to viſit her, ſhe ſaid, © I take your viſit 
very kindly, that I might ſee you before I die; L 
never was thus weak before in my life, yet I have 


nothing laid to my charge. The Lord hath been 


© with me in my exerciſe.” 

On the 7th, about the 8th hour in the morn- 
ing, G. W. went to ſee her, (ſhe then appearing 
near death) ſaying to her, The Lord make thy 
« paſlage eaſy, and give thee reſt :* and near the 
gth hour the fame morning, ſhe quietly departed with- 
out ſigh or groan, aged about 80 years; the had 
for ſome years, at times, uſed to ſpeak a few weighty 
and ſeaſonable words in friends meetings. 


IRANCES RUTT, of Hertford, an ancient 

and ſerviceable woman, unto whom the Lord 
had given a publick teſtimony to bear for the truth, 
which ſhe had known and profeſſed for many years, 


and lived therein, who was exemplary in her con- 


verſation, and a lover of her friends and all people. 
When near her end, and friends ſtood about her, 
the ſaid to them, © You muſt not depend upon 
© words, but upon the pure ſpring of life in your 


„ own hearts, and upon the word of the Lord that 


© endureth for ever. 


Thus this faithful woman, who had preached the 
word, counſelled friends to depend upon it, as that 


which is able to quicken and recoacile to God, 


fanctify and fave the ſouls of all that are obedient 


thereto unto death, as no doubt ſhe experienced. 
She departed this lite the 7th of the third month, 


4707. | 
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OHN SAGER, of Marſden, in the county of 

Lancaſter, was born the 3d of the eighth month, 
1627, and convinced of the truth about the begin- 
ning of the year 1653, at a meeting at Brighouſe in 
Yorkſhire, by George Fox, of whom he always 
after retained an honourable eſteem. f 

He was conſtant and zealous in bearing a teſti- 
mony for truth, and againſt tithes, often exhorting 
friends to faithfulneſs in their teſtimony againſt the 
ſame. And he often ſuffered the ſpoiling of his 
goods, and alſo ſuffered five times impriſonment, and 
often under cloſe confinement, by reaſon whereof 
his tender wife and family did go through great 
hardſhips. When with his family, he was a con- 
ſtant attender of week-day meetings, and meetings 
for diſcipline, and very zealouſly concerned for the 


promotion thereof, being a man given up to. do and | 
ſuffer for the truth, of which he had received a mea- 
fure (or talent) to improve, and was thereby en- : 
abled to bear all his great ſufferings, and other trials, 
with much patience ; often ſaying, he was made 1 
willing by the power of God, to give up his life 
© as a farther ſeal to the teſtimony he had borne, it a 
© the Lord did require it;“ and bleſſed the Lord, 
that he had accounted him worthy to ſuffer for his ti 


name's ſake; deſiring the Lord might forgive his 
adverſaries what they had done againſt him. In his 
latter days, the nearer he drew to his change, he 
was the more raiſed up in a living teſtimony in 
meetings, in exhortation to diligence and faithfulnefs 
in the gift received, and in praiſing the Lord for 
bis mercies beſtowed upon him and his people. And 
in his laſt ſickneſs, under the great weakneſs and 
diſtempers, which did then attend his aged body, 
he was always cheerful and content, praiſing the 
Lord for his merciful dealings with him. He was 
viſited by many, both friends and others, and me 
Lt” 4 Olten 


* 


PIETY PROMOTED. 97 


often raiſed beyond expectation to declare the truth, 
exhorting all to mind the light of Chriſt Jeſus, 
© wherewith they were enlightened ;* often ſaying, 
© all was well with him, he had nothing to do but 
© to die,” 

The night before his departure, ſeveral friends 
coming to viſit him, he faid, © I believe the time 
© of my departure is at hand, and I enjoy great 
peace and comfort, and deſire the Lord may pre- 
© ſerve you, when you come to lie in the condition 
© I do, and that you may enjoy the ſame comfort I 
do now enjoy z*. continuing fervent in prayer. 
And next morning he departed in great peace and 
quietneſs, being the 24th of the fifth month, 1707, 
aged 85 years and nine months. 


In the year 1660 he was impriſoned for not ſwear- 
inz, and remained a priſoner in Lancaſter ſix weeks, 

In the year 1668 again for not ſwearing, he was 
a priſoner at Preſton ſeven weeks. Bla 

In the year 1669 he was impriſoned for non-pay= 
ment of tithes at Lancaſter four years and fix weeks, 

In the year 1687 he was priſoner on the ſame 
account at Lancaſter one year. 

In the year 1691 he was priſoner again, about 
tithes at Lancaſter, four years and two months, 

So that in all he was priſoner near ten years. 


UMPHREY WOOLBRIDGE was con- 
vinced of truth early, and received a publick 
teitimony for it; he travelled pretty much about 
England in the ſervice of truth, and wrote ſeveral 
books. About the year 1705, being at London, he 
was taken ill, and continued ſo ſome time at friends 
workhouſe near Clerkenwell, being troubled with 

| a great 
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a great ſwelling in his face and mouth, which mych 


deprived him of his fpeech ; but he writ ſeyeral 
times to friends, that the Lord was good to him, 
and deſired friends to pray for kim, faying, I ſee a 
* farther weight of glory, into which I am not en- 
© terxed.* Another time, My loye in the Lord is 
© to you; to die is my gain, without doubt, becauſe 
© of the love and mercy of God, that cafteth out 
* fear, which is ſhed in my heart, to whom I bow 
my knee, and bleſs his holy name, his gracious 
© name.” 

A little before his death, he writ to ſome friends 
in London thus: The Lord is my rock, and my 
© falvation, and tower, in the time of my diſtreſs and 
© anguiſh; I cried to the Lord when the billows 
© went over my head, and the proud waves did af- 
© flict my ſoul; then was my (aich in God, and 
© underneath was the everlaſting arm, my ſalvation. 
So that with David I could ſay, The Lord ſitteth 


« upon the floods, he reigneth as king for ever. 


4 and ever!“ 
He died the giſt of the fiſih month, 1707, aged 
about 74 years. 


ARY MOORE, wife of John Moore, of 
Eldworth in the county of York, daugh- 
ter of Thomas Camm, was ſeized with ſickneſs, 


which continued upon her about three months, which 


the bore with much patience, often fa ing, © She 
£ was well content with the will of God.“ Her 
father being then from home in the ſervice of truth, 
her huſband divers times afked her, © If he might 
4 not write to her father, to acquaint him with her 
# weakneſs, and to deſire his return home ?* She 
anſwered, © She . be right glad to ſee him, Ay 

© Ihe 


Ef ä 3 l. 
x APES VERT; r — s e \ 


* bins a kB it ts has 
MESS IE ood nid 


. . os  » YA WT HR DW 


PIETY PROMOTED. 93 


© ſhe would not have his ſervice hindered upon her 
account, hoping when that was over, he might 
return in due time to ſee her.” And accordingly 
upon the 3oth of the ſixth month, 1707, he got to 
Eidworth, and found his daughter very weak; but 
the ſurpriſe of joy to ſee him had fo overwhelmed 
her ſpirits, that for a time ſhe could not ſpeak to 
him; but ſhe ſoon got over it, and expreſſed her 
great joy and fatisfaction to ſee him, ſaying, * Now 
© the Lord hath anſwered my deſire; and now I 
© leave all to his wiſe diſpoſing, whether life or death.” 
So the continued ſtill and reſigned, and about a week 
after grew worſe ; but ſaid to her father, I am 
reſigned to the will of God, and gathered out of 
care touching viſible things; only ſome fear is 
upon my mind touching my eldeſt fon, that it 
would prove to his harm, to be ſchooled where he 
then was; therefore deſired he might be removed 
© to ſome other good place and ſchool ;* which was 
promiſed her ſhould be done as ſpeedily as well could 
be; at which ſhe ſeemed content. She often ſigni- 
fied her reſignedneſs to the will of God, praying to 
be endued with patience to the end of her race : and 


Wy: Þ@- (> 


the Lord was pleaſed to hear and anſwer. On the 


12th of the ſeventh month ſhe was ſtrengthened to 
ſpeak what follows, which was written down, viz. 
© Oh! what a blefling have I enjoyed in this my 

© quarter of a year's weakneſs, it has been the beſt 
and moſt pleaſant, and profitable time of all my 
life: I have ſeen the end of all worldly enjoy- 
ments: and although I have a kind father, a 
loving huſband, and dear babes; yet I can freely, 
yea, heartily, with all my heart, leave all, to be 
with Chriſt my Redeemer, my Saviour, and the 
beloved of my ſoul: oh ! he hath been near me, 
yea, with me day and night; he has fo drawn 
me, and won upon me, with the cords of his 
tore, taking me by the hand, and opening his 
arms 
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© arms to receive me into his boſom, that I am 
© overcome with his loye ; he hath blefled me with 
great content and patience: I am freely reſigned 
up unto the will of my God: and as for my poor 
© babes, I commit them to the Lord that gave me 
them; they have alſo two good fathers that will 
© take care 4 them, where I can leave them freely ; 
* only J deſire thee, father, to take care of John's 
* {chodling and education, and get him apprenticed 
© to ſome good friend at Briſtol, or elſewhere, as 
© thou ſeeſt fit, All my care J have caſt upon God, 
* and upon thee, my father and my huſband ; ſo 
that 1 am caly, bleſſed be the Lord for this good 
$ and precious time, wherein I am freely devoted 
© to his will, and right glad to leaye this trouble- 
© ſome world, having the earneſt of that eternal glo- 
* rious redemption, through my bleſſed Lord and 
© Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.” | 

Then calling her children ane by one, ſhe charged 
them, ſaying, © Fear God, dwell in love one with 
© another, and be ſure obey your father ;* then bleſ- 
ſing them in the name of the Lord, committing 
thein all unto him. When ſhe parted with her young- 


eſt babe, ſhe kiſſed her, and faid, © They tell me, 
that thou, poor lamb, wilt have the greateſt lols of 


me; yet as I have calt all my care for you upon 
© the Lord, I am eaſy, and leave you to his pro- 
< tection and divine providence, who gaye you all 
© to me, who never fails thoſe that truſt in him, 
© being a tender father, both to the fatherleſs and 
© motherleſs children.” 
To her eldeſt fon John, fhe farther added, I 
© have been a tender mother to you, and now mult 
leave you; and therefore, dear child, obſerve the 
© counſel and advice of thy dying mother, Write 
© them down, and imprint them in thy mind; Firſt, 
I charge thee to fear and remember God thy Cre- 
« ator in the days of thy youth; refrain all eyil 
| com- 
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company; be fober and attentive to all good coun- 
e fe]; let not thy mind go a roving after fooliſh 
toys, do notliing but what is good and commend- 
e able, afid then thou wilt not need to make any 
© excuſe, or lie; for a lying tongue is an abomi- 
nation to the Lord: read, and remember what 
© wiſe Solomon faith will be the portion of ſuch as 
< deſpife or neglect the good counſel of father or 
mother, and thereby do evil in breaking God's 
command, to obey father and mother: oh! dear 
© child, conſider of theſe things, and be wife : God 
© Almighty bleſs thee, and you all, and preſerve you 
out of all evil; this is the one great thing that I 
* 

* 
C 
* 


deſire for you; not to be great in the world, which 


hurts many; but to be great in virtue and god- 

linefs, which has, the promiſe both of this world, 

aid that which 1s to come.” | 

Then ſhe lay ſtill ſome time, defiring all might 
leave the room, except Anna (her huſband's eldeſt 
daughter) betwixt whom there had been a great 
endearedneſs, and ftrohg bond of love; after fome 
time her father coming into the room again, and 
hearing her and her daughter Anna in diſcourſe, fat 
down, and heard her ſay to Anna, that ſhe left 
© her as a mother to her motherleſs children, de- 
© firing her to call to mind how ſhe, and her two 
© younger filters, by providence fell under her care 
© when very young, and how ſhe had faithfully diſ- 
© charged her truſt in tender care over them, and 
© ſhe deſired no better for her's, than ſhe had done 


| © for them, when they could not do tor themſelves.” 


Anna then tenderly telling her mother, © She hoped 


| © that they would want nothing that was in her 


power to do for them, ſhe being ſenſible of the 


| © ffrong obligation of duty ſhe was under.“ After 


ſoine time ſhe ſaid, What a comfort and joy it is 
© to be ſo near the end of this troubleſome n,, 
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She was always glad of friends company in viſits, 
and little meetings, which at ſeveral times were kept 
in her chamber, which, ſhe ſaid, © were to her great 
© refreſhment ;* the laſt of which was the evening 
before ſhe died; after which, ſhe ſaid, This is 
© like to be the laſt” And next morning ſaid, 
© 'This night, and a little part of next day, will 
© finiſh here.“ That night ſhe had very ſharp pangs, 
hard for her dear father and others to hear, and an 
exerciſe (or concern) came upon his ſpirit, to pray 
to the Lord for her; and the Lord was pleaſed to 
hear the ſupplication that was put up; ſo that ſhe 
had no more ſuch ſharp pangs, and finiſhed her courſe 
here on the 15th of the ſeventh month, 1707 ; and 
it is not doubted but ſhe is at reſt with the Lord, 

She was decently interred in her huſband's bury- 
ing-place at Eldworth, on the 17th, being her birth- 
day, and alſo her marriage-day, which, had ſhe lived 
to, her age would have been 38 years. 

The loſs of her was greatly lamented, not only 
by her relations and friends, but neighbours, both 
poor and rich; her loving, innocent, and wiſe con- 
duct and deportment having gained her great reſpect 
amongſt perſons of all ſorts that knew her. Oh 
that many in obſerving and following her pious 
example, may be ſtirred up more and more to ſeek 
after virtue and godlineſs, and thereby purchaſe to 
themſelves a good name, as ſhe has . through 
love and obedience to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is the 
chief deſign in publiſhing theſe lines. 


— —— ————— 


AMUEL HUNT, of Nottingham, a miniſter 
8 of Chriſt, and a faithful ſervant in his church, 
who laboured and travelled for the good of fouls, was 
taken ill at London about the eighth month, 1707; 
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at the houſe of Thomas Huttſon in George-Yard, 
Lombard-ſtrcet, and being apprehenſive of his death, 
he ſaid, I have laboured faithfully in the ſervice of 
© the Lord : I am not afraid to die, for all will be 
© well with me.“ And further ſaid, Dear Lord, 
© thou knoweſt I love thee and thy truth, and Wake 
© never thought much to ſpend, and be ſpent for 
< thee and if my time be come to leave this trou- 
© bleſome world, I am willing.” 

He ſaid to Thomas Huttſon and his wife, Our 
© firſt acqueintance together was in the love of God, 


© and in that let us live and abide, and in that ſhall 


ve part one from another.” 
About twelve hours before his departure, ſeveral 


friends viſiting him, although he was very weak in 


body, and his diſtemper ſharp and ſtrong upon him, 
yet he was raiſed in ſpirit, and filled with the love 

of Chriſt, inſomuch that he uttered many ſweet ex- 
preſſions, and precious ſayings, and ſuch a ſtream of 
love and life attended him, that the hearts of all 
friends there preſent were melted. He was heard to 
ſay ſomething of the man-made minitters, but ſpoke 
ſo low it could not be underſtood, until he was ſore- 


what more ſtrengthened, and hls voice raiſed, then 


he ſpoke audibly, and ſaid, Away with this cha# 


nature, it is fit for nothing, but to be driven before 


© the wind ; the ſound of the inſtrument is but empty, 
© except the matter proceed from the pure ſpring of 
immortal life.” Then being ſilent, and retired in 
mind for ſome time, he broke forth, ſaying, O ſweet 
© compoſure of mind! Who is here? who is here ? 
The beloved of my ſoul, the chiefeſt of ten thou- 
ſands | Dear Lord, I will not let chee go! O thy 
love is ſweet and precious! O that we may live 
in thee, and dweil in thee, thou pars ocean and 
divine fountain of eternal ſweetneſs! who can 


with-hold praifing thee, thou living God! Oh! 


* 


Aa & a 


ve will bleſs thy name, praiſes, honour, and glory, 
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| 
© be given to thee, through Jeſus Chriſt, for ever 
© and for evermore.* 
When friends were taking leave of him, he ſaid, 


© Dear friends, farewell; all is well, all is well; and 


© if we love one another, and love the Lord, and 

© love his truth, all will be well. He departed on 

the zd of the ninth month, 1707, aged 41 years. 
But before his departure, he dictated the following 


letter to his ſon. 


© Son SAMUEL, 


< FIRST, learn to live in the love and fear of 
God; and if thou meeteſt with any diſappoint- 
ment, thou mayeſt apply thyſelf to him the more 
freely for aſſiſtance, it being thy father's daily prac- 
tice, in what exerciſes he has met with in this 
world; and be truly honeſt, both towards God and 
man; always labouring in thy own mind to con- 
tradict any thing that may be otherwiſe. I re- 
commend this practice, privately to go into th 
chamber twice a day, to wait upon the Lord for 
counſel and inſtruction in all things. 

And it is thy father's deſire that thou mayeſt be 
© loving and dutiful unto thy mother, and loving 


and kind to thy wife.“ 


ICHOLAS GATES, late of Alton in Hamp- 

| ſhire, ſon of William Gates ; from the time 
he underſtood there was a God that made the world, 
and all things therein, was deſirous to have the true 


knowledge of him; and in his childhood took great 
delight in reading the holy 5criptures, and in hearing 
the beſt reformed miniſters ; he gave himſelf alſo to 


private 
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private praying to the Lord, until on a time in his 
chamber kneeling down by his bed fide, in order to 
utter words, he was ſtopped, and it was ſaid to him 
in his heart, as he declared and believed, by the 
Jord, Thou needeſt not utter words, for I know ' 
thy heart and ſoul's deſire.” So he remained kneel- 


ing a while, but uttered no words. ; 

About the age of 21 years, he came to join with 
the people in ſcorn called Quakers, and was rejected 
by his father, and became an alien to his father's 
houſe ; though he loved his father dearly, the Lord 
was more to him than his father; the Lord fitted 
him for his ſervice, and gave him a gift of the mini- 
ſtry, and ſent him forth freely to preach the goſpel 
of the grace of God, making him an experimental 
witneſs of the ſufficiency thereof, and therein he 
Jaboured in divers parts of England, to invite all to 
receive and come under its teachings. And by the 
power and grace of God he was ſupported under all 
the trials and exerciſes, ſtonings, reproachings, im- 
priſonments, and ſpoiling of goods he met with for 
the truth's ſake, and his teftimony thereto, He was 
exemplary in his family, and among all where he 
travelied preached found doctrine, lived a holy lite, 
was juſt in his dealing, diligent in his calling, a ten- 
der huſband, a loving father, a kind friend, a good 
neighbour, delighted in hoſpitality, ſought unity, and 
laboured to preſerve it in the bond of peace ; was 
diligent in attending meetings, both firſt-days and- 
other days, and in the ſervice of quarterly and month- 


ly-meetings, and in taking care of the poor, and 


was greatly bleſſed of God. This ſervant of Chriſt 
being taken ill the 10th of the tenth month, 1707, 
the firſt thing he expreſſed his care for was the 
church, and to have friends preſerved in unity, fay- _ 
ing, He was well fatished with the Lord's dealing 
with him: he hath been a good God unto me all 
© along, and hath let me live to a good old age, and 
= 3 been 
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© been my ſupport from time to time, and fo in this 
© preſent exerciſe.” Another time he ſaid, My 
days are expiring apace; but I have lived to ſee 
the goodneſs of the Lord in the land of the living.“ 
Then expreſſed his love to his wife in a very affeg- 


tionate manner, and prayed to the Lord that © He 


* would bleſs and preſerve her and his children to 
the end, deſiring they might live together in love, 
and watch over one another therein; aud ſaid, 
© he did not know, that if he had his time to live 
* over again, that he could die better, having the evi- 
s. dence in himielf of “ well done; yet, if the Lord 
did fee fit to reſtore him, and he could be an in- 
ſtrument to gain more fouls to God, he could 
© be glad z' for that was his great joy, when he 
confidered how he had ſpent his time in the Lord's 
tervice. This honeſt, zealous old man, gave good 
dice to many that came to fec him, laying a charge 
upon ſuch friends who had children, to keep their 
children to the plain language, and to bring them 
up in the fear and admonition of the Lord ;* ad- 
moniſhing his own children to do ſo by their chil- 
dren, and to © aſk them queſtions for opening their 
* underſtanding, that they might know what God 
© is, and where he is to be found, and do thus while 


© they are young and tender ;* and ſaid, Oh! that 
. © men, eſpecially young men, did know the comfort 


of living a ſober life.” A neighbour coming to 


viſit him, aſked him how he did; He replied, 


© Weak, and am going apace out of this trouble- 
© ſome world, to a place where there is neither ſor- 
© row. nor trouble ;* after this, he ſaid, © Friends. 
were formerly known by their fewnelſs of words, 
and keeping to their words in their dealings.“ He 
often deſired friends to © keep to plainneſs both in 
© habit and ſpeech,” warning his daughter Deborah 


Preſent, and his wife, to © watch over her children, 
© to keep them out of pride,“ ſaying, there is ſcarce- 
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© a worfe weed than pride :* and a while before he 
died, ſaid, The door of entrance is open into the 
© kingdom ;* into which it is not doubted but he is 
entered. He departed the 21ſt of the tenth month, 


1707. 


Aged about 74 Pare 
Convinced about 52 ns 

And was buried on the 24th in friends burying - 
ground at Alton, after a folemn meeting of many 
friends and others, 


HOMAS CAMM, of Camſgill, in the 
county of Weſtmoreland, was born in the 
year 1641, of religious parents, and well educated 
from his childhood, He was inclined to be religious, 
and ſought after the beſt things, delighted in the 
company of the molt ſerious ſort of people; and in 
his tender years the Lord was pleaſed to viſit him 
with the light of the Dayſpring from on high, 
and thereby convinced him of his bleſſed and un- 
changeable truth; and after ſome time called him 
forth into the work of the miniſtry. Being thus 
viſited and called of God, he counted nothing 
too near or dear to part with for truth's ſake ; but 
left all to follow the Lord, and with his whole ſtrength 
and ſubſtance was given up to ſerve him. And the 
Lord, who had called him to ſuch a great and glo- 
rious work, as to preach the everlaſting goſpel, did 
fitly qualify him for the ſame, pouring forth upon 
him of his holy Spirit, and enduing him with divine 
wiſdom, whereby he was made an able preacher of 
the word of life to many, and could divide it aright, 
according to the ſtates of the people. 


I 3 He 
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He was diligent and laborious in the work of the 

Eord in many parts of this nation, and was made 
inſtrumental! to convince and eſtabliſh many in the 
way of truth; his doctrine was ſound, and his de- 
livery powerful; and though his teſtimony was not. 
with the enticing words of mens wiſdom, yet it was 
in the demonſtration of that divine power, which 
reached the witneſs of God in the hearts of the 
hearers. 

Great and many were the ſufferings he met with, 
and went through, of many kinds, as impriſon— 
ments, ſpoiling of goode, mockings and ſcoffings 
from thoſe without, and ſuffering among falſe bre- 
thren: in all which he ſtood firm and faithful in his 
teſtimony for truth, approving himſelf a true fol- 
lower of Jeſus Chriſt, ſuffering joyfuily for his 
name's ſake, who had counted him worthy,. not only 
to believe, but to ſuffer for him. And as he was a 
man wonderfully endued with divine wiſdom, fo 
he was a man of great humility, very much Jabour- 
ing for love and unity amongſt brethren ; and where 
any thing appeared, tending to a breach of it, he 
always uſed his utmoſt endeavours to put a ſtop 
thereto, approving himſelf to be a man of peace, 
and always laboured for it, both in the church, and 
amongſt all ſorts of people. He was a nurſing-father 
to many, encouraging every thing that was good 
in the leaſt child, but very zealous againſt every ap- 
pearance of evil; eſpecially againſt that which in 
any wiſe tended to the laying waſte of that teſtimony 
which the Lord required his people to bear, being 
zealouſly concerned to keep his teſtimony clear in 
every branch of it : and as he was a man well qua- 
lifted for diſcipline, ſo he laboured much to promote 
it, for the encouragement of them that were weak, 
and to bring to judgment thoſe that were looſe, and 
would let their teſtimony fall. He was zealous 
againſt that antichriſtian yoke of tithes ;. and though 

he 
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he ſuffered much on that ac 
| at account, yet he ft 
ful to the laſt, and rejoiced in his fufferings 0 
* and all other accounts for truth's ſake e 
1 the latter part of his time he was attended 
8 hop ee _— menos which through many 
avels, and ſufferings, w | 
him; yet ſuch was his zeal f 6 
Y or truth 
the friends of it, that he was willing 8 5 
o_ 17 1 and in the ſervice of truth a 
the 17th of the eleventh month ri 
been, in the love of God i e 
to viſit ſe ings i 
= it pe raed or Lancaſhire, Weibern a 
eſt of Yor ire, he returned to his : 
1 s at Eldworth, and that very 4 ER 
8 ord, by a gentle hand (as he called lit) t 
58 5 25 e of ſtone and gravel le. 
; but after ſome few days it grew n 
_ hard upon him. He bore it oh ns NO 
oe pe gia 8 na w_— diſtempered ſtate of body for 
or {1x weeks, ta ing but very little nat 
nor getting much ſleep or reſt 4 1 3 
walk up and down his chamber, and was alwa 
pretty cheerful, and freely reſigned unto the will _ 
* often ſaying, © I neither deſire to live nor to 
ie, but am well content, however it ſhall pleaſe 
, _— Lord to order it;“ farther ſaying, © If tn Lad 
; oy meet, or have yet any farther ſervice for me to 
0 . with him to raiſe me up again; but 
is wi ; | 
Bn aye one, I am very well content, I bleſs - 
Near the concluſion of his days, he ſai 
| ys, he ſaid, I h 
$ great peace and fatisfaction, in that 1 55 rake 
; the will of God; 1 do not know I have much 
more to do, the time of my departure ſeems to 
; 2 nigh; but I am well fatisfied, I bleſs the 
7 ord, I can ſay with the apoſtle, I have fought 
1 : good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I — 
kept the faith, henceforth there is laid up for me 
| «K a crown 
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« a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 
« righteous judge ſhall give me at that day, and 
© not to me only, but to them alſo that love his 
« appearing.” 

One day, he being ſitting alone in his chamber, 
his ſon came and fat down by him, and aſked him 
how he did; He anſwered, © I am but weakly of 
© body, but ſtrong in the inner man, bleſſed be the 
© Lord, who hath been my ſupport and ſtrength 
© hitherto. I have been pondering in my mind, and 
© meditating of the wonderful and unſpeakable mer- 
© cies and lovingkindneſſes of God, to me extended 
© all my life long, even to this very day; that I, 
© ſuch a poor weak creature, ſhould be enabled to 
© hold out, and go through thoſe many trials, tra- 
© vels, ſufferings and exerciſes, both inward and 
< outward, of various kinds, that have fallen to my 
© lot, it has indeed been the Lord's doings, who is 
and has been all along my buckler and my ſhield, 

© he ſhall have the praiſe and the glory of all, for 
c he alone is worthy of it, for ever and for ever- 
© more.” Sy 

His diſtemper continuing, ſo that there was little 
likelihood of his recovery, he gave plain and diſtinct 
directions concerning his burial, as one not much 
concerned at his approaching departure, 

And being grown ſo weak he could not well go 
alone, without ſome ſupport, one evening as he was 
walking over his chamber floor, leaning upon his 
ſon, J. Moore's arm, his legs trembled under him, 
which he obſerving, ſaid, Dear John, when the 
© pillars of the houle begin to tremble, there is feeble 
© work; but then blelled are they, who when this 
© earthly tabernacle is ready to be diflolved, do aſ- 
© ſuredly know that they have a habitation eternal in 
© the heavens, whoſe builder and maker the Lord is; 
© of which, for my part, I bleſs the Lord I am well 

© ſatisfhed,”? 
| | About 
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About a week before he died, ſeveral of John 
Moore's children being in the room with him, he 
faid to them, Now I think I muſt leave you: if 
the Lord had ſeen meet to have ſpared me a little 
longer, I might have been of fervice to you in 
counſel and advice ; but the Lord, the great and 
wiſe Counſellor, as you have your eye unto him 
above all things, will not be wanting to you in 
in counſel ; I love you entirely, and the bleſſing 
of the Almighty reft upon you, if it be his will.” 
He ſeveral times ſpoke concerning Eſau ; one time 
he faid, © Eſau's mount was in part conſumed, and 
© conſuming, yet there were branches ſtill remained; 
the Lord lay it waſte more and more.“ 

Another time he ſaid, © Faith and patience, hope 
and charity, are excellent virtues ; the Lord, if it 
© be his will, endue his children and people more and 
more therewith.” 

When he was grown fo weak, that the getting his 
clothes on and vit was ſomewhat difficult, he one 
time faid to- them about him, © Dear children, you 
© have a great deal of trouble and exerciſe about me, 
the Lord be your reward; but you ſhall ſee a little 
© time will put an end to all theſe troubles, and a 
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© happy end it will be for me, I doubt ir not at all. 


John Moore's eldeſt daughter ſtanding by him, he 


| took her by the hand, and faid, Dear Anna, the. 
Lord will reward thee for thy care and pains about 


< me;” and ſceing her affected with ſorrow, he 
added, Death will not be ſaid nay; but it will be 
< well with me, the enemy cannot touch me; the 
Lord that hath been with me, and hath borne up 
my ſpirit through and over all the various exerciſes 
© and trials of my time, he will be with me to the 
© end, there is no doubt of it.” | 
One time being lying upon his bed, in a ſweet. 


and heavenly frame of mind and ſpirit, he ſaid, I 
have ſerved the Lord in ſincerity, with all my 


heart, 
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© heart, and with all my ſoul, and with all my 
© ſtrength, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah.? 

And ſo went on praiſing and magnifying the Lord, 
to the tendering the hearts of all preſent. After- 
wards he ſaid to his fon, and ſome others being with 
him, © Bear me record, I die in perfect unity with 
© the brethren; my love is as firm and true as ever 
© in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the author of our ſal- 
* vation.” | 

When grown very weak, being aſked how he 
did; he would ſay, Weak of body, but ſtrong 
© in the Lord: faying alſo, in Abraham's boſom 
© there is ſweet repoſe.” Seeming to be faint, John 
Moore gave him a little wine to ſup, thinking 
it might refreſh him, but his ſtomach could not 
bear it; then looking at him, he ſaid, © Dear John, 
© thou ſeeſt theſe things will not do; but one cup 
© of new wine in the heavenly kingdom with my 
dear and bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
© will make up all.“ 

His ſtrength decaying very faſt, he for the moſt 
part lay ſtill and quiet, as one waiting for his diſſo- 
Jution, not ſaying much, unleſs when ſpoken to, 
and then would anſwer very ſenſibly to what he was 
aſked. | | 

On the day he died, he was deſirous to be helped 
up out of his bed; and when it was effected with 


ſome difficulty, they ſet him on the bed fide, and 


after a while looking about him, he ſaw J. Moore's 
youngeſt child, being betwixt two and three years 
old, ſtanding before him a little way off, and he 
beckened with his hand that ſhe might come to him, 


and with a little help he ſet her upon his knees, and 


affectionately kiſſing her, he ſaid, © God Almighty 


© bleſs thee; the God of Abraham, of Iſaac, and of 


Jacob, bleſs thee and make thee happy, if it be 
© his will.” After a time defiring to lie down upon 
his bed, he was perceived to weaken very faſt ; he 


lay 
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lay ſtill and quiet, and in about fix hours departed 
this life without ſigh or groan, as one falling into a 
deep ſleep, on the 13th day of the firſt month, 
1707-8, aged near 67 years. 

Thus having fought the good fight, and finiſhed 
his courſe well, he laid down his head in peace with 
the Lord, and is freed from all his ſufferings, ſorrows 
and afflictions here, and entered no doubt into the 
kingdom of eternal glory, ſor ever to live and mag- 
nity and praiſe the great God, world without end. 
On the 15th of the fame month, his body was re- 
moved from Eldworth to his own late dwelling— 
houſe at Camſgill in Weſtmoreland, and on the 
16th was carried in a ſolemn manner to friends bury- 
ing-place at Park-end in Preſton-Patrick (about a 
mile) accompanied by ſeveral hundreds of people. 
The corple being interred, all, or moſt that were 
preſent, drew into the meetinghouſe, and had a pre- 
cious edifying ſeaſon together, the powerful preſence 
of the Lord, in an eminent manner, overſhadowing 
the aſſembly, to the tendering and affecting many 
hearts. And divers living teſtimonies were then 
borne, to the ſufficiency of that univerſal principle 
of divine light and grace, which is given to be a 
teacher and a leader unto all mankind, and is be- 
come the teacher and leader of all thoſe that are 
willing to be taught and led by it: but it is, and 
will be, the condemnation of all thoſe that are diſ- 


obedient to, and rebe] againſt it, whilſt they con- 


tinue in that ſtate, Alſo divers teſtimonies were 
borne concerning this our dear friend, as to his 
faithfulneſs, care, and labour of love in ſerving of 
God's heritage; as allo with reſpect to the many 
trials, travels, and deep exerciſes that he had gone 


through in his day and time upon truth's account; 


all which he was enabled to perform by the power 
and aſſiſtance of the divine grace, and holy Spirit 


of God, by and through which he was what he was, 


and 
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and to which alone, and not to him (as man) the 
praiſe and glory of all was attributed. So friends 
having cleared themſelves of what was upon their 
minds, the meeting broke up, and friends parted 
with hearts deeply affected, and filled with the love 
and goodneſs of God, which had been plentifully 
ſhed abroad amongſt them that day, praiſes, honour, 
and glory over all, be given unto God, and to the 
Lamb, who fits with him upon the throne, who is 
worthy for ever, and for evermore. Amen. 


— 


ICHARD DAVIS, of Cloddiecochion in 
Montgomerythire, was convinced of the bleſ- 

tcd truth about the year 1657, and being faithful 
unto the Lord, through the power of it, was made 
a miniſter of the word of life, and concerned freely 
to preach the goſpel of ſalvation, He was endued 
with ſpiritual gifts, and ſerviceable in the exerciſe 
thereof in the churches of Chriſt, both with reſpect 
to his ſound doctrine, and exemplary converſation, 
and diligence to ſerve the widow and fatherleſs. His 
laſt ſickneſs was but ſhort, for he was taken ill on 
the ſixth day of the week, and died on the firſt day 
of the next following. Some friends of Dolobran 
meeting coming to ſee him, they had a meeting with 
him in his bed chamber, and he deſired them to 
pray to the Lord that he might have an eaſy paſſage, 
ſaying, © The fervent prayer of the righteous the 
Lord would have a regard unto.* His pain con- 
tinuing upon him, the next day, being the 22d of 
the firſt month, 1708, about the ninth hour in the 
morning, ie departed this life, and had an eaſy paſ- 
ſage, as it were in a ſleep, having often ſaid, he 
© muſt ſleep his long ſleep.“ On the 25th his body 
was accompanied by a conſiderable number of 
friends, 
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friends, and other people, to the burying-place near 


his own houſe, and there decently interred, and no 
doubt but his foul is at reſt with the Lord. 


Aged 7 
A Min OM about 45 J years, 


Some account of his life, written by himſelf, is pub- 
liſhed in x12mo. and a third edition of it in 1771, 


which contains a relation of the ſpreading of truth in 
Wales, 


— 


Ge GODEFRY, wife of Benjamin Godfry, 
of Chipin, near Buntingford, in the county of 
Hertford, daughter of George and Sarah Robins, of 
Sandon in the ſaid county, was one that loved truth 
in her young years, and with a tender heart did ſeek 
the Lord often, both in and out of meetings, and was 
very watchful over her words, leſt ſhe ſhould offend 
the Lord, or be an evil example to others. She was 
obedient to her parents, and tender to her brothers and 
liſters, and would give them good advice. After ſhe 
was married and had children, ſhe was alſo concern- 


ed for them; ſhe defired a meeting at her houſe 
for the good of her neighbours, at the concluſion of 


which ſhe ſpake with a loud voice, and ſaid, © Ever 
© blefſed and praiſed be the name of the Lord for this 
© opportunity,” which much affected the people, know= 


ing her great weakneſs: ſhe alio expreſſed her wil- 


lingneſs to die, and leave huſband and children, to go 
to the Lord; and then ſhe faid, © Bleſſed, praiſed, 
© honoured, magnihed, and glorified be thy name 
© thou art worthy of all bleſſing, pra ſe, glory and 
© honour, for thou art a merciful God; and after 
this manner ſhe lay praiſing the Lord for ſome time. 
Vol. Il, SEES A neighbour 
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A neighbour coming in, that was not called a Quaker, 
ſeeing her in ſuch a heavenly frame, ſpoke with tears, 
© She will not leave her fellow behind her, ſhe will 
© reap the fruit of her doings, joy unſpeakable, and 


c full of glory; what a mercy, adds the neighbour, 


© it is, the Lord lays no more upon her, than he gives 
© her patience to bear :* ſhe anſwered, © The Lord 
© is very good to me, what a great mercy it is, that 1 
© am ſo willing to die, what a comfort it is, to what it 
© would be, if I was in great diſtreſs.—]I feel no con- 
© demnation.* She ſaid to her mother as ſhe ſat in 
her chair, I think I am going, and that I feel great 
© peace;* and her mother ſeeing her in a quiet com- 
fortable condition, fat a while very ſtill, and afterwards 
ſhe ſaid, © Lord, Lord, receive my ſoul,” and fo de- 
parted like a lamb, in about a quarter of an hour, 


ARIABELLA FARMBOROUGH, wife of 
Thomas Farmborough, was convinced of 

the bleſſed truth about the year 1670, at a meeting 
of friends, when they met in the itreets, being kept 


out of their meetinghouſes; though for many years 


before ſhe was inclined to hear ſuch as ſhe believed 
preached and declared, through their own experience, 
what the Lord had done for them, and in them. 

After her convincement ſhe received a teſtimony, 


for the ſake whereof {he ſuffered divers impriſonments 


in Newgate, the Counter, and Bridewell in London, 
and alſo in Newgate and Bridewell in the city of 
She was a ſerviceable woman, and was inſtrumen- 
tal in he hand of the Lord, by the teſtimony he gave 
her to bear for his name and truth, to turn people from 
darknels to light, 
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She was remarkable for going early to meetings, 


and uſed to ſay, © She loved to be one of the two or 
three carly at meetings;* and though in her old 
age ſhe was afflicted with lameneſs and weakneſs of 
body, yet ſhe was loth to miſs meetings, though ſhe 
could not go without help; and when the came from 
thence would ſay, © She found herſelf much better 
© than when ſhe went.” 

She lived an innocent life, and was very ſervice- 
able with our dear friend Mary Elſon, and other an- 


cient friends, in viſiting friends, and encouraging 


them to their duty, in going to meetings for worſhip, 
and alſo to thoſe appointed for taking care of the poor 
and d iſtreſſed. 


A little time before her departure ſhe ſaid, © Her 


© day's work was done, and that ſhe could ſay, © ſhe 
© had not overdone, neither Jet: undone, what God 
6 required of her, according to the beſt of her know- 
* ledge.” She quietly departed this life the 3d of the 


firſt month, 1708, in the eighty-third year of her age. | 


OHN TAYLOR was born at Sillath in Abbey- 
holme, in the county of Cumberland, in the year 
10845 of honeſt parents. 

In the year 1674, the 20th year of his age, he was 
convinced of the bleſſed truth, by the teſtimony of John 
Graves and gladly received the fame in the love of 
It, and continued waiting upon the Lord in filence, the 
ſpace of three years, and then it pleaſed the Lord to 
open his mouth, to bear a teſtimony to the truth, in 
which he was very ſerviceable, both among friends 
and others at home, and alſo in Scotland, where he 
travelled three or four times, and had good ſervice. 
He bore a faithful teſtimony for the Lord ; was ſound 


in doctrine, and of a good underſtanding i in diſcipline, 
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whereby he became very ſerviceable in monthly and 
quarterly- meetings. He was a ſincere hearted man, 
and his behaviour tuch, that he had an influence upon 
all forts of people, for his good deportment, and meek 
and quiet ſpirit, He met with many trials of divers 
ſorts, and yet was preſerved in a meek and even tem- 
per; he ſuftered much upon the account of tithes, 
which he bore with great patience, and was never 
known to murmur. : 
In the year 1708, in the fourth month, he was 
viſited with ſickneſs, in which time he gave good ad- 
vice to many that came to ſee him, both friends and 
others; and being reſtored to a meaſure of health, he 


viſited friends in Yorkſhire, where he had good ſer- 


vice for the Lord, and returned in great peace. 
About a month after, he was taken fick again, of 
which he died; and in the time of his ſickneſs, he 
was preſerved in a ſweet frame of ſpirit, and had the 


evidence, that he ſhould have a manſion in the Lord's 


houſe, ſaying, © I feel the ſpirit of the Lord coming 
< down upon me, to change me from mortality to im- 
< mortality ;* he deſired the Lord © would make his 


© paſlage eaſy, which was granted him. 


Convinced 34 


Aged about 54 | 
years. 
A miniſter about 31 


He died the 8th of the firſt month, 1708-9, and was 


buried at Abbeyholme, his corpſe being accompanied 


dy many friends and others. 


-OHN PETERS, of the pariſh of Minver, in the 

county of Cornwall, about the 26th year of his 

age, received the knowledge of the truth, and joined 
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in profeſſion with the people called Quakers, and be- 
ing faithful unto the Lord, he called him into the mi- 
niſtry of the word of life, in which he was diligeudly 
exerciſed for many years, and laboured in the wo « of” 
the goſpel of Chriſt faithfully to the end of his days; 
being alio a good example in his life and converſation, 
and careful ſo to walk, that the miniſtry might not 
be blamed in any thing by him. He travelled much, 
not only in the county where he lived, bur frequently 
in the ſouth and weſtern counties of Lngland, and 
ſome parts of Wales; and as he was well known, he 
was well received by the faithful, hy 

When he thought he was near expiring, he got 
himſelf raiſed in his bed, and faid, © It is the Lord's 
great mercy, who in the midſt of the pains and an- 
guiſh that attend our bodies, gives us reſignation of 
mind to his divine will. This may be ſoon ſpoken 
of, but it is ſweet to come to the living experience 
of it, and God hath mercifully given me this reſig- 
nation and quietneſs of mind, in which I have peace, 
notwithſtanding the weakneſs and pains I lie under.* 
Then obſerving ſome young people about his bed, 
he counſelled them to keep low in the fear of the 
© Lord, not to ſeek to themſelves great things, nor to 
© poſt after the riches of this world; though a mode= 
rate care, within the bounds of truth was allowable ;” 
but he ſpoke againſt extending our defires that way, ta 
the forgetting the work of religion and the prepara- 
© tion for our latter end; for,” ſaid he, © A little with 
© God's bleſſing will ſuffice, and ſweetly enlarged 
on the benefit of his bleſſing, adding, In my young 
years I had a belief raifed in me, that if 1 lived in 
© the fear of God, I nor mine ſhould never want: 
and it hath been all along confirmed to me. And 


c 
0 
o 
o 
Cc 
0 


| farther ſaid, © My heart is full of the love of God, and 


© the ſting of death is taken away; it would indeed 


© be fad, at ſuch a ſeaſon. of a languiſhing body, to 


© haye a load of fin on the ſoul,” 
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Many other ſeaſonable counſels he then gave, that 
are not noted, Another day, he ſaid to friends preſent, 
We have cauſe to be thankful unto. God for making 
© known to us his truth; I am ſatisfied, that the way 
the Lord hath brought us into, is the way of truth.“ 
He ſpoke of the neceſſity of living in obedience to it, 
that it might be © a croſs to our wills, and bridle to 
© our tongues, and a ſtay to our minds.“ He alſo 
faid, Wait for wiſdom and direction from the Lord, 
< to enable to ſervices he may require,” ſaying, © that 
the ſtrength of man's parts was not ſufficient to do 
© the Lord's work, and counſelled, that love might 
© be the principal motive in all publick concerns, and 
© therein to rebuke, to exhort, and to counſel ; and if 
© in thoſe labours, we meet with croſs and peeviſh 
© ſpirited people, that care might be, not to ſufter the 
© ſame ſpirit to ſway us, but to overcome the eviÞ 
< with good,” ſaying, I have nothing in appearance 
© but death before me, but am well ſatished, however 
© the Lord deals with me, for,“ ſaid he, I am ſound 
© in mind, through the Lord's mercy, and have abun- 
dance of eaſe; I am not afraid to die, the ſting of 
< death is taken away? for which he praiſed the Lord. 


Some of his relations being deſirous he ſhould try ano- 


ther doctor, he ſaid, Be quiet, be ſtill, if the Lord 


© ſee meet to lengthen my days, he can ſoon heal m 


© malady; if otherwiſe, I am content; it is no ſmall 
© comfort to me, that I did not hearken to the per- 
£ ſuaſions of ſome that would have me go from one 
© doctor to another; my confidence is in him, who is 
< the alone phyſician of value. If the Lord hath any 
© farther work or ſervice for me to do, he can heal me, 
« if not, I have done with this world.” 
When near his end, he faid to his wife, (as he ha 


often) © Mourn not for me when I am gone; I am 


waiting for my change, deſiring to be diſſolved; 
death is not fearful, the ſting is taken away.” He 
often cried to the Lord for a bleſſing on his ſon, whom 
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God had left him of ten children, and ſaid, I deſired 
© before ever God gave me children, they might ra- 
© ther be taken of in the innoceney of their days, 
© than live to diſhonour him.” So in the fear and 


favour of God, he departed this life the 11th of the 
ſeventh month, 1708. 


Aged about 63 


Convinced about 37 g years. 
A miniſter about 25 


A Narrative of his Life is publiſhed in ſmall 12mog 


He was alſo priſoner ſeveral years for his teſtimon 
againſt tithes, and for refuſing to wear, f in obedience: 
to Chriſt's command. 

His body was interred the 13th of the faid ſeventh 
month, in friends burying-ground at Minver, being 
attended thither by a numerous company of friends, 
relations, and neighbours; and ſundry teſtimonies were: 
borne after, to the light, life, and virtue, wherewith: 
God had beautified our friend, while he abode amongſt: 
us; as alſo to the neceſſity of holineſs and obedience, 
that thoſe that ſucceed him might come to die the 


death of the righteous, and that their latter end might 


be like unto his. 


— 


T Suſannah Newland, of the city of Dublin, was 
an orderly and dutiful child, and ſought the Lord in 


his young and tender. years, and when he was drawn. 


or. perſuaded by his ſchoolfellows to be wild, he af- 
terwards was under ſuch trouble in himſelf, that he 
would weep and mourn in the night ſeaſon. When 
about ten years of age, be deſued he might be ſent” 

into 
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into the country, to be retired from his companions 
in the city. In a While his parents ſent him into 
England, and boarded him at Eleanor Haydock's, 


widow, and he went to ſchool to Gilbert Thomp- 


ſon, at Sankey in Lancaſhire. 

About the age of 11 or 12 years, the Lord con- 
cerned him to give teſtimony unto the truth, calling 
him into the miniſtry, in which he was faithful, and 
travelled in the exerciſe of that gift the Lord had be- 
ſtowed upon him, in the provinces of Leinſter, Ulſter, 
and Munſter, in Ireland; and being endued with a 
good underſtanding, he was not raſh to utter words, 
without the help or motion of God's ſpirit, ſo that his 
teſtimony and miniſtry was not only inſtructing, but 


edifying ; and being an innocent youth, he was be- 
loved of faithful friends, becauſe of his exemplary 
converſation, which was according to the holy doc- 


trine of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Between the age of 18 and 19 years, he was viſited 
with a lingering ſickneſs; his mother aſked him after 


ſome time, whether he thought he ſhould recover; 


to which he then anſwered, © He did not know, but 
jf it was the Lord's will, he had rather die than 
© live ;* but faid, he durft not deſire it,“ adding, 
© although his time had been ſhort in the world, he 
© had gone through a great deal of exerciſe and 
© trouble, that none knew but the Lord alone.“ 
Another time he ſaid to his mother, © I have felt more 
© of the Lord's love to me ſince I was ſick, in a won- 
© derful manner, than ever before. I ſtrove to ſerve 
© the Lord in my health, and now I reap the benefit 
© of it, I can look forward, and that is a mercy.* Be- 
ing frequently comforted in ſpirit, and filled with the 
love of God, he would ſay, Oh!] if the earneſt be fo 
© precious, what will the fullneſs be?” And when 
weak in body, he was ſtrengthened in fpirit, and en- 
larged to praiſe and magnity the Lord ; he was like- 


wile opened to give good counſel. and advice to his: 


brother 
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brother Iſaac, taking him by the hand and kiſſing him, 
he ſaid, © I love thee dearly! be ſure thou fear and 
ſerve the Lord, and be obedient to thy parents ; for 
though thou be young and ſtrongg now, yet thou 
knoweſt not how few thy days may be: I ſpeak to 
thee in love. reniember my dying words when I 
am gone; and that it will be enough in a dying 
condition, to bear the pain and affliction of body, 
without having a troubled conſcience ;* therefore 
encouraged him to well-doing. Much more was 
ſpoken by him to his fiſter Elizabeth, whom he called 
alſo, and kiſſed her, and tenderly recommended her 
to love and fear the Lord, and be dutiful to her pa- 
rents To his ſiſter Lydia he ſaid, © He hoped ſhe 
© would be an honeſt woman,* and added, © In my 
© health, when I went to bed, I did meditate and 
think upon the Lord, and now in my ſickneſs I 
© find the benefit thereof.” Then acknowledging the 

love and care of his parents towards him, ſaid, © If I 
© live, I can never make you amends for your trouble 
© and care over me.“ A few days before his death, he 
faid unto his mother, I love thee dearly ; I hope the 
© Lord will reward thee for all thy trouble and care 
© over me, and I hope we ſhall meet ſhortly, where 
© we ſhall never part again.“ And ſome hours before 
his departure, being overcome with the goodneſs of 
God, he was enabled to praiſe and celebrate his name, 
ſaying, © How good, Lord, art thou to me! and I am 
© not worthy of the leaſt of thy mercies and favours.” 
He continued to praiſe the Lord in ſuch a manner, that 
all that were in the room were reached and affected, 
by the power of God that attended him; and his 
uncle John, who was come to take leave of him, ſee- 
ing him in this condition, yet near dying, ſaid, He 
© would not leave him till he ſaw him in his grave ;* 
for he was tendered to fee him in ſuch a frame of 
mind; and though not a frequenter of the meetings 
of the people called Quakers, ſaid, He was — 
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this youth was going to his heavenly reſt.” That 
nicht he was earneſt with his mother, to © lie down and 
get ſome reſt 3* but after a little while called for her 
again, and ſaid, © My dear mother, take it patiently, 
for thou mayeſt rejoice that I am going.“ rie de- 
fired all to be quiet and ſtill, being ſenſible his change 
was near, and ſoon departed this life like an innocent 
lamb, on the 24th of the eighth month, 1708, and was 


buried the 26th, in friends burying-place near Dol- 


phin's Barn, being accompanied to the grave by many 
friends and neighbours, 


Aged near 19 
A miniſter about 6 ; 3 


+ 


This teſtimony was given by his friends in Dublin 
concerning him, which I thought meet here to in- 
ſert, | 


© IT pleaſed the Lord to favour this youth with a 

© gracious viſitation, even in his childhood, and fo 
© to prepare him for his ſervice, whereunto he ap- 
«© pointed him, that there appeared deep impreſſion of 
© a concerned mind, for the good and eternal well- 
© being of his ſoul; and as he grew in years, he grew 
© 1n grace, and in the knowledge of God, and his Son 
© the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo that the Lord was pleaſed 
© to put him into the miniſtry, although young, he be- 
© ing ſenſible of the appearance of the Son of God in 
© his heart, did deliver his teſtimony with a good un- 
© derſtanding, not being forward or raſh to utter 
© words, but waited for that which is the fountain of 
call true miniſtry, viz. the help of the ſpirit of God, 
© that enables God's miniſters to ſpeak to the inſtruct- 
© ing, and building up of one another in the love of 
© God; and this being the concern of this innocent 


'© youth, made him to be beloved of faithful friends 
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that knew him; and the more, becauſe his conver- 


© ſation agreed with his doctrine. He went abroad 


c 
0 


* 


ſometimes to viſit friends in the province of Leinſter, 
and was alſo in Ulſter and Munſter provinces, and 
friends had generally a love and reſpect for him; 
and there would commonly be great meetings where 
he was, both friends and others admicing the Lord's 
dealings with him, in his tender years, being but 
about 12 years old, when his mouth wis firſt open- 


ed in meetings, in a teſtimony for God. We have 


a great Joſs of him, he being ſuch a good example 
to our youth, both in that, and alſo in his converſa- 
tion; too few being willing to follow him in that 
true nearneſs of walking with God, as he did; but 
love liberty to the fleſh and will, that works not the 
righteoutneſs of God, but brings trouble and grief 
on thoſe that are concerned for the well-being of 
their immortal ſouls. His behaviour was more like 
a man of gray hairs, than one not attained to 19 
years. He was not deſirous of long life in this 
world, as he uſed to expreſs ſometimes ; but rather 
that he might do his day's work, being ready and 
prepared, when the Lord was pleaſed to call him 
hence, to have a portion in God's kingdom, of that 
life and peace that 1s everlaſting. And when he 
was viſited with the ſickneſs of which he died, which 
continued on him about a quarter of a year, he bore 
it with much patience and reſignation to the will 
of God, and very cheerfully, which was comfort- 
able both to his parents and friends that viſited 

him in the time of his illneſs. 
© Betore his departure, he was concerned to ad- 
viſe his brother aud ſiſter to fear and love God, and 
be dutiful to their parents, &c, Though it is our loſs 
to have ſuch a one taken from us, we believe it is 
his gain, to be removed from where trouble and 
© temptations 


PIETY PROMOTED. 


© temptations attend, to where the wicked ceaſe from 
© troubling, and the weary are at reſt, 


120 


From our meeting in Dublin, the 19th of the 
£ ſecond month, 1709. 


© Signed in behalf of the ſaid meeting, by 
© AMos STRATTELL, 
_ © RICHARD SEALEY, 
© GEORGE ROOE. ' 
Rr ry 


AMUEL WATSON, of Night Stanford, in 
Yorkſhire, was early convinced of the bleſſed 


truth, as profeſſed by the people called Quakers, and 


being faithful unto the Lord, was fitted for the mini- 
ſtry of the word of life, and called to preach the goſ- 
pel of peace, and labour in the ſervice of God, for the 
good of fouls, for many years, and the Lord was with 
him, and he was kept in a ſweet ſenſe and feeling of 
the life and power of the truth to the end: though in 
his latter time he had a long ſeaſon of bodily weak- 
neſs, yet he would often expreſs, not only the good- 
neſs of God to him ſince the time of his firſt convince- 
ment, but alſo was frequent in giving advice to thoſe 
that viſited him, ſaying, * Keep in the pure fear of 
© God, it is as a fountain of life, from whence all our 
© comforts come, and it 1s that which makes people 
© honourable, both in their youth and old age.“ 

He died at Cheſter, and was buried there the 24th 
of the ninth month, 1708, aged about 88 years. 


MARGARET 
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ARGARET DIAMON, wife of Richard 

Diamon, of London, merchant, and daugh- 
ter of captain John Groves, of the pariſh of Ber- 
mondſey in Surry, was educated among the people 
called Quakers, in which ſhe continued to her 
end. In the latter part of her time ſhe was viſited 
with ſickneſs and great pain, yet retained her love 
to the Lord, his truth, and people, and her faith 
and hope in God, as appeared by what ſhe ſaid to 
her huſband one morning, viz. Oh my dear! I 


| © have had a very weariſome night, and no reſt, 


© but the Lord I believe will ſatisfy my poor ſoul, 
© it is that I now wait for.” And after this ſhe de- 
fired her huſband to call all her children, unto 
whom, when come, the ſaid, Be careful to keep 
near the Lord, and in plainneſs, that it may not 
© be faid to you, If your mother was alive, ſhe 
© would not ſufter you to take this liberty.” And 
when ſhe had given them this charge, and tender 
advice on her dying bed, worthy to be remembered 
and obſerved, ſhe defired her huſband to ſend to her 
relations, and when they came, ſhe in much love 
{pake to them, which, it is hoped will be remem- 
bered by them, and her dying counſel taken. She 
took her leave of them in much ſweetneſs, and after. 
wards ſaid to her huſband, * The Lord hath been very 
© good to us, I defire we may walk worthy, a little 
< time will finiſh here, and I am contented in the 
© Lord's will, and hope we ſhall meet together in 
© heaven, my dear and tender huſband.* Another 
time ſhe ſaid, © The Lord hath often comforted me, 
© and made my bed a bed of eaſe unto me; I have 
© been wrapped up too much in outward enjoy- 
© ments, now I am out of them, I have deſired the 
© Lord to ſearch me throughly, that nothing may 
remain in me that is diſpleaſing to him; my great 
© care and defire unto the Lord hath been, that I 

Vor. II. L —— 
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© may hold out unto the end ;* her huſband anſwer- 
ed, © The Lord hears thy unfeigned prayers ;* ſhe 
replied, © If Daniel and Moſes ſtood by me, and 
< ſaid it would be well with me, it would avail 
© nothing, unleſs I have the witneſs in myſelf ;* ad- 
ding, he that hath been my ſupport to this day, I 


4 do hope and believe will be with me unto the end;“ 


ſhe then lay ſtill, but after faid, © Lord, I beſeech 
E thee, ſhorten this great work for thy mercies ſake, 
for thy dear Son my Mediator's fake, if it be thy 
bleſſed will, and ſupport me through the valley of 
the ſhadow of death, that my faith fail not, but 
that an eye of faith may be kept open to look to 
thee. Lord, thou that commandeſt the winds and 
the raging waves of the ſea to be ſtill, and they 
obey thee, art able to make this ſick bed a bed of 
eaſe. Lord, be with me, I beſeech thee, and then 
no matter what becomes of this body, nor what I 

o through, for there will be an end to that. 

ord, be with me this night, I beſeech thee, for I 
am a poor weak creature; therefore, O Lord, I 
| beſeech thee, ſupport me, receive me into thy 
© merciful arms, and lead me into the bride cham- 
ber, where I may for ever reſt with thee,” 
Then ſhe took her huſband by the hand, and 
earneſtly intreated his heart might be to the Lord, 
and ſaid, * Leave off the cares of this life, and ſeek 
© the Lord above all :* fo deſiring all might be fſtili, 
ſhe lay down in a ſweet ſtate, deſiring to be kept 

humble at Chriſt's feet. 

'The day before ſhe was taken ſpeechleſs, ſhe told 
her huſband, © her ſpeech would be taken away,” 
ſaying, for it is the twelfth hour, and the midnight 
cry, that the bridegroom was come; I am ſatis- 
fed, my lamp is ready trimmed ;* and farther ſaid. 
* Oh! Jacob's God, and Iſrael's king, thou art 
table to do all things, nothing is too hard for 
- 5 thee; Lord grant that my paſſage may be quick 
ON 8 | | > and 
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* and ſhort, and rather that my tongue may cleave 
* to the roof of my mouth, than I ſhould ſpeak one 
© word to diſhonour thee, Lord. Lord thou know- 
* cit what a night of ſorrow and exerciſe this hath 
been to me; but thou art able to do all things, 
* for if thou ſpeak the word, it is done.“ Then 
the ſaid to her huſband, * Oh ! have thy heart to the 
© Lord for me, and ſpeak to them thou knoweſt to 
* de honeſt good friends, to have their hearts to the 
© Lord for me;' then added, © Lord, Lord, Lord, 
© thou art Jacob's God, and Iſrael's king, thou art 
© a ſhadow of a mighty rock in a weary land; oh! 


Sion, Sion, the city of ſaints ſolemnity, beauty, 


the beauty of Holineſs.” She ſpoke no more, and 
died ſome time after, in peace with God, it is not 
doubted, and is in his paradiſe, for ſhe was a vir- 
tuous woman, a good wife, and tender mother, and 
charitable. | | 

She was born the 16th of the twelfth month, 1658, 
and died the 1ſt of the tenth month, 1708, aged 
about 50 years. Her corple was carried to the 
meetinghouſe at Horſlydown, and from thence ac- 
companied to the burying-ground belonging to the 
ſame, by her relations and friends that loved her, 
and lamented the loſs of her. | 


OSHUA HOLME, ſon of Thomas Holme and 
Jennet his wife, of Flookburgh in Cartme}, 
Lancaſhire, was born in the year 1684, and edu- 
cated in the way of truth profeſſed by the people 
called Quakers. In his childhood and tender years 
he came to have ſome experience of the work of the 
Lord in his ſoul; and as he humbly waited upon 
God in his holy fear, and was exerciſed in frequent 
prayer unto him in his ſpirit, he increaſed in Chriſ- 
| | L 2 tian 
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tian experience, and being faithful to the diſcoveries 
of the holy Spirit, he was made more and more a 
partaker of his great love and goodneſs, 

In the third month, 1709, he was taken with a 

fever, which for two weeks was pretty moderate, 
but afterwards grew more ſharp; and as his bodily 
affliction increaſed, ſuch was the aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit of God, that he grew more and more a par- 
taker of its comforts, and influenced by this heaven- 
ly life, he uttered many favoury expreſſions, to the 
falisfaction and greatly tendering of the hearts of 
thcſe preſent, though ſeveral of them were not of the 
ſame profeſſion. I have had many hard nights, 
faid he, but I have been comforted, for God hath 
© appeared unto me above whatever I could think ;? 
with more words to this effect, for which he returned 
Praiſes to the Lord. 
The evening following he ſupplicated the Lord, 
faying, * O Saviour of ſouls | O Saviour of ſouls ! 
have pity of my ſoul, for terrible, terrible, O Lord 
God, art thou to the wicked: — and continued 
ſupplicating the Lord for ſome time. 

W hen his doCtor told him, there was hope of life, 
but he might prepare for death, he replied, © I have 
done that long ſince.“ Some of his friends coming 
to viſit him, he ſaid to them, When I was workin 
< with the apprentices and workmen in the ſhop, 
© was often under great exerciſe of mind, which 
© occaſioned me many times to walk into the gar- 
den and fields in the evening, and there to pour 
„forth my ſupplications unto the Lord; and at 
© ſuch times I had a ſenſe of the goodneſs of the 
© Lord, which did ſtrengthen me, and help me over 
© the temptations of the enemy. I have. kept allo 
© to my exerciſe in meetings, which is now m 
© comfort; but what will become of thoſe who do 
© not keep to their exerciſe in meetings?“ And 
when he had given this relation, he ſaid to eng 
| 1 «It 
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If this be the laſt opportunity I ſhould have with 


© you, I am well fatished ;* and ſo concluded in 
thankful acknowledgments to the Lord. 

His mother ſaid to him, © I am afraid thou wilt 
die, and we are ſorry to part with thee.* He re- 
plied, © Very like; fo am I with you: but if it 
« pleaſe God it muſt be fo, do not murmur, for we 
« muſt all be ſeparated. Another time he ſaid, 
© What will become of thoſe who go to meetings, 
and neglect their duty in waiting upon God in 
< the meeting time, for many of our young people 
do not walk according to truth, Ah! it is heart= 
© work that God accepts of; praiſes to God for 
ever.“ Adding, © I think I may not live long; 
but I have taken heed to my ways, which is my 
* own now. —I am ſealed to the day of redemption 
I am ſatisfied of it.” After ſome time returnin 
praiſes to God, he ſaid, O Lord God, thou h 
been bountiful to my foul ; I have been low, ten- 
© der and humble, and that is my comfort now; 
for I have that in my heart which doth burn againſt 
© fin and wickedneſs.” 

The day before he died, he ſpoke many excellent 
things for about an hour, which were not noted, 


except this ſaying, © Be prepared, be prepared for 


* your latter end ;* which had a ſenſible effect upon 
the perſons preſent, as being ſerious advice from the 


mouth of a dying man, who had witneſſed the great- 

eſt ſatisfaction of a ſick bed, of being ready for his 

change, and aſſured of an eternal ſtate of glory; 

without which aſſurance all muſt needs be in a 

| dreadful apprehenſion of everlaſting miſery in their 
laſt moments here. 


He died the 27th of the third month, 1709, and 


was buried the 29th, at the Height in Cartmel, aged 
25 years. | 
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HOMAS WILSON, of Kendal, fon of 
John and Elizabeth Wilſon, of Coldbeck in 
Cumberland, was born in the year 1670, and edu- 
cated by his parents in the way of truth, About the 
year 1701, the Lord raiſed him up in a publick teſ- 
timony, which he faithfully bore by the ability given 
him of God, being truly concerned for Sion's wel- 
fare, that all who were convinced of the blefled truth, 
might grow in the enjoyment of it; that by the 
power thereof they might be enabled to ſtand in a 
trying day. 

He travelled much in the ſervice of truth, viſiting 
friends in many parts. In the year 1702 he went 
in the work of the miniſtry into Northumberland 
and Scotland. In 1703, he laboured in the ſame 
work in Weſtmoreland, Yorkſhire, Lancaſhire, and 
Cheſhire. In 1704, he removed out of Cumber- 
land to Kendal. In 1705, he went into Ireland to 
preach the goſpel of peace, and in the fouth and 
weft parts of England, travelling about eleven months. 
In 1706, he viſited friends in Cumberland, Scotland, 
Northumberland, Durham, and fome parts of York- 
ſhire. In 1707, he laboured in that ſervice amongſt 
friends in Lancaſhire, Cheſhire, Worceſterſhire, 
Glouceſterſhire, Briſtol, London, and ſeveral other 
parts of this nation. In 1708, he travelled again into 
Lancaſhire, Cheſhire, Wales, Herefordſhire, Glou- 
ceſterſhire, Briſtol, Somerſetſhire, Devonlhire and 
Cornwall, returning through Dorſetſhire and Hlamp- 
ſhire to London, and then homewards, In a few 
weeks after he got home, he began to be out of 
health, being about the 1ſt of the fourth month, 
1709. | | | | 

THe bore his ſickneſs with much patience, and de- 
| fired to be quiet and inwardly retired, being wholly 
reſigned unto the Lord, either to live or die. He 
was alſo very thankful to God for his heavenly viſi- 

| tation 
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tation in the time of bodily weakneſs, expreſſing him- 
ſelf thus: O Lord, in thy great love and mercy, 
thou haſt given me victory over the enemy's power, 


i-= © *© and by thy powerful hand beareſt up my ſpirit, and 
ie | mankeſt my foul triumph over hell, death, and the 
ſ- © * grave.” Several friends coming to viſit him, he 
en faid, © Peace with the Lord in a dying hour, is 
l-! better than all this world; it is gladneſs to me to 
h, *© think I muſt die, being fully ſatisfied it will be 
he © © abundantly more gain to me to die than to live.” 
a Hut he lamented the condition of thoſe who ſpend 
| their time negligently, and in forgetfulneſs of God, 
ns fſaying, © A woful portion they will meet with one 
nt | * day :? therefore he fervently exhorted to more dili- 
nd gence, warning them to prize time, and be more 
me |. careful for time to come; and his expreſſions. being 
nd ſeaſoned with the grace of God, they overcame and 
er- melted ſeveral friends into tenderneſs, who were 
lto greatly comforted, and refreſhed by his words. 
and The day before his departure he ſaid, © I defire 
hs. © that friends may grow in the truth: oh ! the hea- 
nd, © venly life in the truth, it is glorious to feel it ſpring 
rk- | *f :mongſt God's people. I now remember Scot- 
igſt © land, Ireland and England; oh! the precious 
ire, © © times I have had in theſe three nations! How the 
ther © (life and power of God's word hath filled me in 


© the aflemblies of the people of God !* Then he 
prayed to the Lord, that he would © preſerve all his 
© ſervants in the ſpring of life ;* and ſaid to thoſe 
preſent, * Keep down to the root of life in your— 
© felves, for I feel at this time conſolation in the 
© power of God.“ 

Being ſenſible his time here was ſhort, he deſired 
to ſee ſeveral friends who lived near, before he died, 
and at his requeſt they were ſent for; to whom he 
declared how defirous he was to ſee them, and told 
them, he ſent for them to take his laſt leave of 
them before he died. He ſpoke ſeverally to many of 


their 
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their ſtates and conditions, and often adviſed friends to 
keep their minds out of the world, ſaying, This 
world, this world hinders the growth of the ſeed 
© of God in the hearts of many.“ He deſired to 
have his dear love remembered to friends, ſaying, 
© his dear love in Jeſus Chriſt was to all the faithful.” 
He was much filled with the ſenſe of the Lord's 
goodneſs, and his ſpirit was raiſed above his bodily 
weakneſs : and in this heavenly frame of mind, he fer- 
vently prayed for the preſervation and proſperity of 
the church of Chriſt in general, and particularly for 
the meeting he then. belonged to. After ſome time 
ſpent in prayer and praiſes to the Lord, he ſaid, 
© what he had to ſay he had ſaid, ſave one thing,” 
which was as followeth, © I believe a trying day will 
© come, that will try the foundations of people ; and 
© I exhort you? (i. e. thoſe preſent) © to get down 
© to truth in yourſelves, where you may be able to 
© ſtand ; for in the day of trial none will be able to 
© ſtand, fave thoſe that have their rooting in the 
© truth ;* for that it would be ſhort and ſharp. He 
then prayed that friends might be able to ſtand in 
that day, ſaying, God will be with all them that 
© fear him. As for me, I am ready, and wait to 
© be diſſolved, that I may be with Chriſt for ever.“ 
He cloſed his weighty expreſſions with this ſerious 
admonition, © Friends, I deſire you to remember 
© what I have ſaid, and mind them, as they are the 
< words of a dying man.“ Then turning himſelf 


from them, he ſaid, Now, Lord, I will wait for 


© my change, be it longer or ſhorter ;* and lay {till 
and quiet the remainder of that night and the next 
day, till about two or three hours before his depar- 
ture, which was the 15th of the fourth month, and 
finiſhed his courſe with joy, being ſenſible of the 
love of God to his ſoul, and having aſſurance of 
that eternal inheritance which will never fade away. 


He 
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He was buried the 17th of the fourth month, 
170, in friends burial- ground in Kendal, 
Aged about 39 
A miniſter about 8 ; clan 


—b'— — ͤͤn—— — 


ILLIAM ELLIS, of Airton in Yorkfhire, 
was born the 5th of the eighth month, 1658, 
and convinced of the truth in the third month, 1676, 
and being called and qualified by the Lord to be a 
miniſter of the goſpel of peace and ſalvation, he was 
faithful to his call, and laboured and travelled in the 
work of the miniſtry in this nation, and Ireland ; 
alſo in Maryland, Virginia, Carolina, Pennſylvania, 
New-England, and other parts in America. * A 
few days before his departure, ſpeaking of his con 
vincement, he ſaid, © It was a glorious day to him; 
and he had large tokens, that the day of his 
© death would be fo likewiſe.” And many ſweet and 
edifying expreſſions dropped from him, in cheerful- 
neſs of mind, which ſhewed how ready he was to 
embrace death. 

He died on the 4th of the fourth month, 1709, 
aged near 51 years, convinced of truth about 33 
years, and was buried in friends burying-ground at 
Airton, and a large meeting there was, which was 


© eminently attended with the preſence of the Lord, 


and ſeveral living teſtimonies were there borne, to 
the comfort and ſatisfaction of many. 


EEE 


ILLIAM BARCRAFT, of Bally- 
Briton, in King's County in Ireland, aged 
28 years; before his departure was taken ſpeechleſs, 


but- 


See a brief account of him. 
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but his ſpeech returning again, he expreſſed himſelf 
to his wife and mother-in-law, and friends preſent, 
(being in a heavenly frame of mind, and his pain 
ſeeming to be taken away) thus, © I am exceeding 
© glad to ſee you; the Lord's love and mercy is 
* exceeding great, and this is beyond my expectation, 
© that I have mercy of the Lord to ſpeak to you; 
© the preſence of the Lord at ſuch a time as this, 
© makes afflictions eaſy to his people; and it is an 
* advantage friends have in feeling and enjoying 
© the preſence of the Lord. I am eaſy to leave this 
© world, in hopes of a glorious time to come, in the 
© kingdom of eternal peace.“ He then deſired his 
mother-in-law to © remember his dear love to his 


father, brother, ſiſter, relations and friends, and 


© that as they had beſtowed their daughter on him, 
now he would commend her and his children to 


© the Lord, and her tender parents; and to my 


uncle, ſaid he, who I am ſure hath been tender of 
me.“ Then deſiring his wife to © give him up 
© freely to the Lord, that he might be eaſy; and 
ſaid, who knoweth but there may be a ſervice in 
© my going now. I deſire thee to bring up my chil- 
© dren in the fear of the Lord, and in plainneſs of 
© habit and ſpeech, and in lowlineſs, and whether they 
© have little or much, it will be well enough ; truſt 
© thou in the Lord, and keep near to friends, and it 
© will be well with thee.” _ 


A „ A 


His wife being in a tender frame of heart, ſaid, 


I do truſt in the Lord, and give thee up to him ;? 
which ſeemed to give him much ſatisfaction. Then 
he called his brother-in-law James to him, and 
warned him to. © be of a ſavoury life, and to love 
© the fear of the Lord; to be careful to keep out of 


pride and height, and out of bad company z? and 


added, © be ſure walk low and humble, and be obe- 
dient to thy parents; ſor I never knew any who 


© were diſobedient to their parents do well; and be 
| 6 ſure 
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17 © ſure to tell thy brother Joſeph to walk low and 
* KF < humble; and if ever he expects joy and comfort, to 
n * £© be obedient to his mother; for when I at any time 
s did grieve my mother, I was troubled and lorry for 
is © © it; and adviſe thy ſiſter Martha to have a care of 
n, © that high city, (i. e. Dublin) and to keep low and 
13 © humble ; there is great danger in that city of 
is, youth being led away from the Lord ; but if they 
an © _ <© ſerve the Lord carefully, it will be well with them.“ 
ng He deſired a friend that was preſent to tell his brother 
nis Thomas, to be of a ſober life and converſation 
he amongſt people, and a good example in the place 
his where he lived, and in whatever he did, he ſhould 
his © have an eye to the Lord, and not be high-minded, 
nd © but low and humble ;* and faid, © from a child, 1 
m, loved the company of good honeſt friends, for 
to © © which I was always the better, though I have had 
my © weary nights and days; yet through all I had an 
of eye to the Lord; adding, © it is a brave thing to 
up © © have nothing to do but to die.” Jo his wife he 
and aid, My dear, comfort thyſelf, in that it will be 
ein well with me.“ And he farther ſaid to his friends 
hil- that ſtood by, © How many precious heavenly meet- 


s of © © ings have we had; but it hath been a great trouble 


W . N a . 7 I So * 
TTT 4 * * * 


they * to me, to ſee how dull and ſleepy ſome have been, 
ruſt © and others unconcerned, both old and young, in 
d it © ſuch a glorious day as this is, where the Lord hath 

© appeared ſo eminently amongſt us; and many times 
ſaid, © of late, I thought I ſaw a more glorious day ap- 
m;? © proaching than ever? then faid, © Oh! is it not” 
"hen (ſpeaking of the opportunity he had with his friends) 


© a precious. comfortable thing to have this ſweet 


love þ opportunity, this is what my heart deſired ? I care 
it of not how many young people were here, I ſhould 
and be glad if all the meeting, and ſeveral others were 
obe- here; I with all the high and lofty ones would 


. look back, and ſee what they were.“ All which 
being ſpoken in a good ſenſe of the Lord's heavenly 
ſure 5 preſence, 
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preſence, did mightily tender friends hearts that 
ſtood by, and ended in prayer and thankſgiving to 
him that lives for ever and ever, Amen. And gives 
good ground of hope, that the Lord ſhewed him mercy, 
and called him to glory and peace for ever. When 
he took his leave of friends, he ſaid, I am very 
£ eaſy;* and departed the 5th of the ſixth month, 


1709. 


DWARD WILSON, belonging to Grayrigg 
- meeting, near Kendal in Weſtmoreland, was 
convinced of the bleſſed truth about the year 1655, 
and ſome few years after did appear in a publick 
teſtimony among friends ; though not in many words, 
yet in much innocency and brokenneſs of heart. He 
was a man of a meek and quiet ſpirit, and of good 
eſteem amongſt friends, as alſo among his neigh- 
bours. He was very ſerviceable in entertaining 
friends with a free and open heart, 

In the ſixth month, 1709, it pleaſed the Lord to 
viſit him with ſickneſs of body, by which he was 
taken off. On his death bed he often expreſſed the 
peace and ſatisfaction he met with from the Lord, 
as alſo his willingneſs to leave this world. He died 
in peace with the Lord, and in aſſurance of eternal 
life, the 5th of the ſeventh month, 1709, and was 
buried in friends burying-ground in Lambrig on the 
=th, being about 68 years of age. _ 


— — — 


ARG ARE T, the wife of John Lancaſter, of 


Thorncroft, near Great Strickland, in Weſt- 
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moreland, was born in the Lig 1658, and convinced 


of the truth about 1697. 
peared in a publick teſtimony amongſt friends. 


i 


n the year 1701 the ap- 


Sms Pa ada * 


e 


== 
wa 


up 
lar 


hut 
age 
lig! 

, 


* * wy FI "3. 9 Sn 0 OY ke 9 SEE 1 We F "ab 
* e r - - av N . 
* 2 ... ̃²—aua . 00s * ü 


PIETY: PROMOTED. 133 


In the eighth month, 1708, it pleaſed the Lord to 
viſit her with ſickneſs, of which ſhe did not recover: 
and although her pain of body was for a long time 
very great, yet ſhe was enabled to bear it with much 
patience, and was preſerved ſenſible unto the laſt. 
She often deſired of the Lord, © that he would enable 
© her to bear with patience what he was pleaſed to 
© lay upon her.“ And towards the end of her illneſs, 
ſhe often expreſſed how glad ſhe was, that the con- 
cluſion of her time in this world was ſo near, becauſe 
ſhe had a full aſſurance of peace and reſt in the king- 
dom of glory with the Lord her Saviour and Re- 
deemer, when time to her in this world ſhould 
be no more, 

She called her huſband and family to take her 
leave of them; and being filled with life, ſhe gave 
good advice to them all, in a ſweet and tender frame 
of ſpirit, and expreſſed to thoſe preſent, © the great 
gain it would be to love and fear God above all.“ 
Then ſhe ſaid, Now I expect to be diſſolved, and 
© ſee you no more.“ So did this handmaid of the 


Lord ſweetly finiſh her days, the 14th of the ſeventh 


month, 1709, and was buried on the 16th in friends 
burying-ground at Newby-head. 


Aged about 58 years. | 


A miniſter 


EORGE KNIPE, of the pariſh of Hawkſ- 
head, in the county of Lancaſter, was brought 
up by his parents in the religion of the church of Eng- 
land. In his youth he was much inclined to vanity 
but about the year 1675, being the 22d year of his 
age, the Lord was pleaſed by the true light, which 
lighteth every man that cometh into the world, to 
Vol. Il, ſhew 
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ſhew him the vanity of his ways, and his then deplo- 
rable ſtate and condition, which brought him not only 
to a godly ſorrow for his fins, for which he had often 
felt reproof, but unto an unfeigned repentance. And 
now he gave up in obedience to the requirings of 
God's holy Spirit in his heart, and became a diligent 
frequenter of the meetings of the Lord's people called 
Quakers, and was made partaker of the like precious 
faith that was delivered to the ſaints. The Lord having 
revealed to him the way of lite, he made publick pro- 
feſſion thereof, and walked therein; fo that the great 
change that was wrought in him, was very confpicu- 
ous to all that knew him : for, as before he was in 


the uſe of ſinging idle fongs, and his diſcourſes were 


8 
vain, now he was ſober, ſerious and religious, and 
very circumſpect and godly in his converſation. So 


efficacious was the power of the truth which he re- 


ceived, believed in, and obeyed. And continuing 
faithful unto the Lord, he was pleated. in the year 
1685 (about ten years after he was convinced) to call 
him into the miniſtry ; unto which call he was obe- 
dient, and became a diligent and faithful labourer in 
the goſpel of peace, and travelled much, to preach the 
ſame for the good of fouls, and was made very ſervice- 
able in many parts of England, Scotland, and Ire- 
land. He devoted himſelf to ſerve the Lord, whom 
he truly loved and feared. He had unfeigned love to 
his brethren, and goodwill to all men, whoſe ſalva- 
tion he earneſtly deſired. He was of a ſyuupathiſing 
Jpirit with thoſe under exerciſe and affiic tion, and la- 
boured for love and unity. A man of peace, yet zea- 
lous for the truth, and preſervation of the teſtimon 

thereof in its ſimplicity. And although very little of 
a ſcholar, yet he well underitood che holy Scriptures, 
bath in the letter and myſtery, His miniſtry was 
33 and doctrine ſound; his preaching edifying, 


lively, and reaching; the Lord being with him, and 


his preſence and power attending him, made his doc- 
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trine very effectual, tending much to promote piety 
and virtue ; he living a godly and virtuous life, agree- 
able to what he taught, 

In his travels, being at the houſe of — Robinſon, the 
27th of the ſeventh month, 1709, and ſorely afflicted with 
ſickneſs, he could not proceed on his journey, but was 
preſerved in a living ſenſe of the love of God, and of- 
ten praiſed the Lord, and gave good exhortations to 
tne family; and thoſe that came to viſit him were 
greatly comforted, He often expreſſed, He was 
© freely reſigned and content in the will of God, and 
© that he was well ſatisfied he had ſpent ſo much of 
* his time in the Lord's ſervice.” And in a ſweet. 
frame and temper of ſpirit, he continued till the 4th 
of the eighth month, 1509, being the 56th year of his 
age, and then departed in peace with God, after he had 
laboured in the miniftry twenty-four years. 

Many being met to perform the laſt office of love, 
to ſee his body interred, the Lord was pleaſed emi- 
nently to appear, and crown that aſſembly with his 
divine preſence : and though he be removed from us, 
which is the churches great loſs, yet we are ſatisfied 
his gain is much greater, being entered into the king- 
dom that never ſhall have end. 


—— ——— 
TE BOULTON, late of Gaunts-Ircot, ir 


the county of Glouceſter, was a faithful labourer, 
and true miniſter of the goſpel, who travelled freely 


to preach the ſame, and had eminent ſervice therein, 


as many can witneſs; for a divine power attended 
his miniſtry, and many hearts were tendered, and 
brought into true contrition, and were greatly com- 
forted and edified. He was alfo very ſerviceable in 
monthly and quarterly-mcetings, and zealous againſt 
the antichriſtian yoke of tithes, eſteeming it an ho- 
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nourable teſtimony ; and his faith was, © "That none 
< would ever proſper in the truth, that were unfaith- 
© ful therein.“ He was of an innocent life, and ex- 
emplary converſation ; of a peaceable ſpirit, and made 
it his concern to keep love, unity, and concord, and 
frequently exhorted thereunto. He was an elder that 
deſerved double honour, and as a nurfing-father in 
the church of Chriſt, and his memory is ſweet and 
bleited, 

In his laſt illneſs he often adviſed friends to © be 

faithful to what the Lord had mz de known unto 


them, while they had their health ;* and ſaid, * The. 


c 

= 

« Lerl is good to me, it is well with me: the Lord is 
< wondertully good to me: if the Lord's will is to 
© take me out of this troubleſome world, I am very 
© well content: IJ am in love and peace with all men; 
all is well; I ſhall go but a little before you: I 
© have made my peace with the Lord, his will be 
© done, I am contented, it is well with me.“ 

Thete words he ſpoke a little before his death, and 
growing weak, he deſired the Lord to make his paſ- 
Jage out of this life eaſy. A friend then taking leave 
of him, that was going to the quarterly-meeting, he 
ſaid, © "The ſalutation of my dear love, in the Lord 
6 Jeſus Chriſt, is to all friends.“ About an hour af- 
ter, he ſaid, © "The Lord hath been wonderfully kind 
to me, in making my paſſage eaſy ;* and fo in a 
little time after departed in much quietneſs, the 29th 
of the ninth month, 1709, and was buried at Hoſtel}, 
5 ng accompanied with many friends and nei igh- 

OUTS, 


Aged 61 years. 


THOMAS 
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HOMAS BARCRAFT, brother to William: 

Barcratt, was taken ill of his brother's diſtemper 
upon the 15th of the eleventh month following; his 
uncle and aunt were fitting by him, and perceiving 
him to be under exerciſe of mind, for peace with the 
Lord, his uncle inquired of him as to his condition, 
and he anſwered as ſollowech; Sometimes 1 think 
I ichall recover, and other times I think I ſhall not; 
but my deſire is, if I recover, to improve my time. 
I ind moſt cafe in ſubmitting myſelf unto the will 
of God. I never wronged any body. knowingly, 
nor acted any groſs thing; but that which-is m 
great trouble, is, that I did not live fo favoury a 
lite and converſation as 1 ſhould have done; but 


* 


if I live, I hope to warn others of. Whenever you 
reproved me for ſuch things, I was always glad of 
it, but did not take that notice of it, that I now (ee 
I ought to have done: that which ſeemed but little 
to me then, now ſcems a great deal ; but if i thould 
live, and not improve my time, it is beſt for me to 
go now, for I am in hopes there is mercy tor me,” 
He departed this life the 18th of the cleventh month, 
1709,. ſo that he lay ſick but three days. Therefore 
it is needful for all to improve the preſent time, and 
live ſoberly therein,. and to have tneir. converſations 
coupled with the fear of God, and to take heed to 
reproof ; not give way to lightneſs, nor eſteem that a 
little thing; for it behoves young men and women, 
and all, to be ſober, and gird up the loins of their: 
minds, and hope to the end. | 
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gave way to lightneſs, that was hurtful to me, which 
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ATTHEW DICKENSON, of Cumber- 
land, was born in the year 1627, and con- 
vinced of truth, and received it in the love thereof, in 
1653. One of the firſt that received truth in that 
county, was this worthy and ancient friend, who was 
faithful to the requirings of the Lord; and the Lord 
fitted him to bear teitimony to his holy name and 
truth ſoon after his convincement, and concerned him 
to call to, and warn both prieſts and people to turn to 
the light of the Lord Jeſus that ſhined in their hearts, 
to repent of their wickedneſs, and to believe in Chriſt, 
and to obey him, 

He was much concerned to go to the publick places 
of worthip, to preach the goſpel of Chriſt in love to 
people's ſouls, being greatly deſirous that they might 
receive it, as he had done: but met with deep ſuffer- 
ings by beatings, abuſing, and impriſonment; yet he 
perſevered in true faith, ſincere love, great zeal, and 
godly courage: ſo that there were but few publick 
places in all the county, but what he viſited. He 
travelled but little abroad, but frequently attended 
meetings at home, and was inſtrumental in ſettling of 
a meeting called Weſtſide, though he belonged to 
Pardſey meeting in Cumberland. tHe was an inno— 
cent man, and of a blameleſs converſation among all 
ſorts of people, and ſtedfaſtly walked fo in the churches 
of Chriſt. He retained his integrity to the end, and 
a little before his death, he faid, * I feel the Lord's 
© love and power over all, and am ſatisfied all will be 


© well.” He died the 23d of the ninth month, 170. 


Aged about 82 ! 
A miniſter near 56 Vas. 
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LIVER SANSOM, of Abington, formerly 
of Farrington in Berkſhire, was convinced 
ot the bleſſed truth of God in the year 1657, 
received it in the love thereof, and was faithful to it, 
and the Lord was pleaſed (having fitted him for his 
ſervice, and endued him with wiſdom, underſtanding, 
and ſound judgment) to call him into the miniſtry, to 
labour in the goſpel of Chriſt, and love of God for the 
good of fouls, which he did freely in this nation, and 
Ircland, and was a valiant ſufferer for the truth, and 
the teſtimony thereof, againſt all ſwearing and tithes, 
and what the Lord raiſed him up in his power to teſti- 
fy againſt. [| See the printed account thereof, called 
Remarkable Paſlages of his Life.] When on his 
deathbed, a friend who came to ſee him, ſaid, We 
© that are young in years ſhall greatly miſs thy com- 
© pany amongſt us;* to which he replied, © By rea- 
© ſon of my age, it is not likely I ſhould continue long 
with you; but be you faithful, as I have been, and 
© you will have the ſame reward as I am like to have ; 
© and be you followers of Chriſt, as you have had me 
for an example, for 1 have been true to what the 
Lord hath committed to my charge.“ 

He was releaſed, and taken from all his troubles 
and exerciſes here below, and received by the Lord 
into his paradiſe, the 23d of the ſecond month, 1710, 
and his body was honourably buried at Abington, 


Aged about 74 years. 


Mary Waring, of Witney, in the county of Oxon, 
born the 21ſt of the firſt month, 1688, was a youth 


endued with divine and natural capacity; both which 


excellencies 


EREMIAH WARING, ſon of Jeremiah and 
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excellencies in him (through divine goodneſs and pa- 


rental education) ſeemed to exceed his tender years; 


for about the fourth or fifth year of his age, a friend 
being at his father's houſe, who was concerned in 
ſupplication unto the I ord, did then perceive him 
reached with an immediate touch of divine love; 
which thing tne friend obſerved to his parents. And 
as he grew 1n years, he grew more obedient thereto, 


and became in a good degree levened into the nature 


of it; ſo that he ſeemed worthy to be called © a wiſe 
© fon, by whom is made a glad father.” He did not 
only proſper in things divine, but was alſo of great 
ſervice to his parents in their buſineſs, which he ma- 
naged with care and dexterity : and though but a 
youth, he admitted thoſe things in his mind no far- 
ther than their proper limits; but always had ſuch a 
veneration and regard for truth, that he was ready to 
defend and maintain the fame, whenſoever it might 
be required of him; for which ſervice the Lord was 
pleaſed to adminiiter to him ſuitable qualifications, 
and for a proof of this may be mentioned his conduct 
in the meeting to which he belonged, which being 
gathered one firſt-day for the worſhip of God, and 
there being none concerned verbally, friends were 
attacked by an old adverſary of truth, who came in 
and made diſturvance by way of inquiry, which this 
young man ſo ſuitably anſwered, that he went off, but 
returned again in the afternoon, and brought with him 
many people, and endeavoured to infinuate that we 
denied the death of Chriſt ; to corroborate which, he 
read part of a ſentence out of a book written by a 


friend: but this youth oppoſed him, and made it ob- 


vious that his aſſertion was falſe, and that he had per- 
verted the author's words, which gained ſo much up- 
on the auditory, that they went off with ſatisfaction, 
and this diſturber with ſhame. And as he was zea- 


louſly concerned for defending truth's principles againſt 


open and profeiled enemies, ſo he was for putting in 
| practice 
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practice the wholeſome diſcipline of our church, that 
truth might be preſerved from all inteſtine foes ; and 
in mectings appointed for that purpoſe, he was very 
ſerviceable, 

He was given much to reading and retirement, 
and having read many authors, both ancient and mo- 
dern, and traced almoſt every cuſtom and ceremony, 
made uſe of among Chriſtians, to the ſource from 
whence they were taken, and how long they had been 
in the performance of them, theſe he collected into a 
book, and placed each particular in its proper claſs, 
and added many wiſe and notable ſayings of judicious 
men, concerning the ſpirituality of the true Chriſtian 
religion; between which he had left proper ſpaces, 
deſigning (as we ſuppoſe) to fill it up with the product 
of his own fruitful genius; and had he lived to have 
completed the work, he would doubtleſs have given 
the world a ſufficient proof of his excellent qualifica- 
tions. A very worthy friend, Thomas Ellwood, de- 
tired to view his writings, which when he had peruſed, 
he returned them, with this character, that the com- 
© poler did reſemble the induſtrious bee, which ga- 
* thered honey from every herb; and like the wiſe 


© maſter builder, had brought materials for the build- 
© ing, though he did not Jive to finiſh the work.“ 


T'o be ſhort, he was of a blameleſs converſation, a 


E zealous attender of meetings, and an example to the 


youth where he lived. He was very induſtrious in 


the ſpreading friends books, and it may be ſaid of him, 

he lived beloved, and died lamented, both by friends 
and neighbours; a dutiful child, a tender brother, a 
faithful friend, and a good neighbour. 


He went to London on his father's buſineſs, and 


was there taken ill on the fourth day of the week, and 
died the ſecond day following, at a relation's houſe, 
le uttered many precious ſayings and heavenly ex- 
& preſſions ; but his relations, and thoſe. that came to 
vitit him, were not fo careful as to pen them down. 


He 
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« ſured by number of years; but wiſdom is grey hairs 


142 PTFETY PROMOTED. 


He expreſſed his reſignation to the will of the Lord, 
whether life or death. He often called on his mo- 
ther, being in hopes he ſhould have ſeen her before he 
died; but his diſtemper increaſing ſo faſt, that before 
ſhe came, he had put off this mortal clothing, and 
aſcended, we doubt not, into thoſe celeſtial manſions 
of everlaiting bliſs, of which fruition he had an earneſt 
whilit on earth; and as the wiſe man ſays, Though 
«* the righteous be prevented with death, yet ſhall he 
« be in reſt, For honourable age is not that which 
<« {tardeth in length of time, nor that which is mea- 


& unto men, and an unſpotted life is old age.“ 

He departed this life the 24th day of the ſecond 
month, 1710, and was interred in friends burying- 
place, near Bunhill-felds, London. 


nn —K———— 


AMUEL RIGHT, of Wellingborough in l 


Northamptonſhire, a faithful and honeſt man, 


whom the Lord called, qualified, and ſent freely to ha 
preach the goſpe] of life and ſalvation by Jeſus = 
Chriſt ; he was greatly beloved and very ſerviceable WW 
in the country where he lived, and adorned the doc- : | 
trine of God our Saviour by a converſation becom- ._ 
ing the goſpel, and was of a good repute amongſt WW ſay 


his neighbours. Being viſited by the Lord with a 
bodily weaknd(s, and after a while going up fairs, WW \ 
his wite aſked him if he was not ſpent, he ſaid, <1 WW _ K 
© feel ſo much comfort, and ſo much of the goodneſs k c 
of the Lord, I am cc me up that thou mayeit par- f t 
© take of the ſame with me ;* and the ſaid, © the in h 
© ſome meaſure did, though under exerciſe, becauſe 
of his weakneſs.* He ſaid to her often, Do not 
* grieve for me, for tne Lord may raiſe me up till, 
© if he ſees it belt ; if not, be contented and put oe 

| . S trut⸗ 
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© truſt in the Lord, he can make hard things eaſy ; 
adding, © Is it not better to part from hv hutband 
in this condition, wherein thou ast ſotisfied it will 
© be well with him, than if not?“ His wife replied, 
It will be well with chee I am well ſatisfied, and 
© that is the greateſt comfort I have in parting from 
« thee; but ſtill my loſs is the greater, to part with 
© ſuch a good huſband, with whom (it the Lord ſaw 
good) it might be as well a.iother time, or ſome 
© years hence :* he anſwered, © It muſt nut be ano- 
© ther time, the Lord's time is the beſt time. — ! 
© ſhould be glad to ſee thee in a mind to ſubmit to 
„the will of the Lord in all things, for it troubles 
© me to ſee thee fo ſorrowful; it will not be th 
© cale alone, although I know it will be hard for 
« thee to bear. I would not have thee caſt thyſelf 
© down, for then thou wilt not be able to look after 
me, and I ſhall like no body fo well.” 

Another time, ſome neighbours came to fee him, 
one of whom was a great profeſior ; they aſked him 
how he was; he anſwered, © He was troubled with 
pain of body, and ſick beſides;* they replied, he 
had been ſick a long time; he ſaid, © He never 
© thought the time long, nor tedious, he had io 
much of the enjoyment of the preſence of the 


© Lord, and felt ſo much comfort, that he never 


© © thought the time long, nor his afflictions tedious,” 


fſaying, © he was as ſenſible as in a time of health, 


and his faith the ſame as it had been, his mind 
was ſtaycd upon the Lord, and his life was in his 
hand.“ He fartner ſaid, He had not his work to 
do; ' declaring largely, his great aſſurance, © how 
happy he ſhould be in the worid to come, aud that 
he had a taſte and earneſt of it.“ Another time, 
2 friend, with ſeveral others viſiting him, he was 
concerned to exhort friends to love one another, 
and ſtrengthen one another, ſaying, It is well 
known what labour of love, and travail 9 
8 ave 
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I have had amongſt you in the ſervice of truth, I 
© am fully fatished eternal life will be my portion, 
© and the comfort that I feel, out-balances my 
© pain.” And fo returned praiſes to the Lord, being 
freely reſigned up unto his will, ſaying, © There was 
© but two things for which he could deſire to live, 
c which were for the ſake of his family, and the 
ſervice of truth.“ He then deſired his dear wife, 
not to be too much grieved, but to be freely re- 
ſigned to the will of God, if ſhe had her eye to 
the Lord, he would bleſs her.“ And faid farther, Þ 
the Lord that hath been, and is my comfort, will 
be thy comfort, and that is my conſolation, and 
will be thy conſolation, for thou hadſt not thy eye 
to beauty, thou hadſt not thy eye to riches, but! 
thy choice was for one that feared the Lord : 
therefore I do believe the Lord hath a bleſſing for 
thee ; ſeeing the Lord provided a huſband for thee, Þ 
according to thy deſire, canſt not thou ſay with! 
Job, „ The Lord gives, and the Lord takes away, 
« bleſſed be the name of the Lord.” Remember 
what Job ſaid to his wife, “ Shall we receive good 
& at the hand of God, and ſhall we not receive! 
&« evil;” for although the Lord gave thee a huſband 
© according to thy defire, thou art not willing to 
give him up into his hands; it would be better for 
© thee, and eaſter for me:“ ſhe anſwered, It is too 
© hard for me to do at preſent, but the Lord could 
© make hard things eaſy, if I could put my truſt in 
© him,” | | 
Another time to ſome who came to ſce him, he 

declared he was well contented to die, ſaying, * [ 
© feel the Lord to be with me, and what would th 
© great men of the earth give, to feel the ſame peace 
© with God, when they come to lie upon a dying} dep: 
bed.“ He uttered many more ſweet exhortationsÞ 171 
to the tendering and affecting of the hearts of tho Na 
preſent ; ſaying, If I find myſelf weaker bn bg 
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© I ſhould be glad to have friends in general to 


© come and fee me, to wait upon God together.” 
Another time he ſaid, © In all the afflictions J have 


my mind being ſo much out of the incumbering 
things of this world, that I do believe this af= 
fliction will be for my good.” 

Another time he ſaid, He did not know but 
© death might come on a ſudden, but it would be 
© no ſurpriſe to him, for he was both ready and 
© willing to die; or if it ſhould pleaſe the Lord to 
© reſtore him, he could be willing to live for the 
© ſake of his family, or that he might be ſerviceable 
in the goſpel for the promotion of truth ;* but 
ſaid, © I have ſuch ſatisfaction, and full aſſurance of 


A A „ Aa 


© my future being, that my heart is often overcome 
c 


with joy.“ 


At another time he further ſaid, Lord thou viſit- 


ed me in my youth, when I was but young in 
years, and I was given up to ſerve thee, as was 
the ſtripling David, when he went to fight againſt 
the uncircumciſed Philiſtine ; for he went in the 
name of the Lord.” | | | 
He ſaid to ſeveral friends, © I fee the wonders of 
the Lord in the deep, and what I now enjoy of the 
goodneſs of God, is beyond what I can expreſs, 
the Lord hath been always with me in my afflic- 
tions, and is ſtill with me.“ 
One aſking him how he did, he ſaid, I a 
poorly, but I think I ſhall not die at preſent, or 
ſuddenly, but I have not my work to do.“ 


K A A A A A K 


A © 


met with, my mind was never ſo ſtaid as in this, 


2 


About an hour before his departure, being reſtleſs 


as he lay in bed, his mother ſaid, My poor dear 
© child ;* to which he anſwered, I am rich.“ He 
departed this life the 29th day of the third month, 
1710, and was buried in friends burying- ground, 
many friends and others attending on the occaſion, 


Ver. II. N and 8 
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and divers good teſtimonies were then borne unto 
the truth. 


HOMAS EVERDEN, formerly an inhabi- 
tant of Canterbury in England, removed into 
America, and lived at Fiſhing-Creek, in Eaſtern- 
Shore, He was one whom the Lord fitted for the 
work of the miniſtry, and alſo gifted him to be helpful 
in government in the church, to maintain the order 
of the goſpel. And in the meekneſs of wiſdom and 
power of God he was made to teſtify againſt thoſe 
that ſtood not faithful in their teſtimonies for the 
truth, which the Lord required at their hands. 
And ſuch is would not be reſtored by the ſpirit of 
meekneſs in the labour of love, nor be prevailed 
upon to be orderly in their conyerſation, he was 
zealous that they ſhould be teſtified againſt ; careful 
he was to maintain the teſtimony of truth in the 
ſimplicity thereof. He faithfully laboured in the 
Eord's vineyard, to the convincing, building up, and 
econfirming many in the faith of God's elect, in 
many parts of America. And the Lord's power and 
preſence attended him in all the ſervices he concern- 
ed him in, and greatly bleſſed him and his labour in 
the goſpel. He retained his love to the Lord, his 
zeal for his name, and concern for his glory unto 
the end, as may partly appear by the following ac- 
count of his dying ſayings, and the epiſtle he wrote 
a few days beiore his death. 

He was taken ill about the r1oth of the third 
month, 1710, and continued weak three or four 
werks; in which time he often expreſſed his great 
fatisfaction- as to his future ſtate, for he declared, 
£ He did expect the Lord had ſent the meſſenger of 
death to fuinmons him to his long home ;* and 
faid, © death is made eaſy to me, becauſe I know 
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© the ſting is taken away, and my Lord is near me.” 
He alſo often faid, I have but little pain, for my 
Lord, whom I have ſerved, is with me, and kills 
© my treaſury,” 

He exhorted his children, friends and neighbours, 
© to keep to truth, and in love one with another ;* 
adding, How good a thing it is to have the favour 
and {miles of Jeſus upon a dying bed, which can- 
© not be had out of the truth :* therefore he ex- 
horted all © to ſerve the Lord in their day faithfully, 
© and to ſtand up for the teſtimony of truth, not 
© fearing the frowns of men; for, ſaid he, © what 
© ſhould I have done now, if I had gained the whole 
World, and had now been deſtitute of the favour 
© of my Lord, which is more to me than all the 
„world.“ | 

Many ſuch expreſſions, good admonitions and 
advices were continued until his departure; which 
was on the 4th of the fourth month, 1710. 


A Copy of the Letter ſent about ten Days before his 


Death, to the Meeting of Miniſtering Friends at 
Weſt- River, | 


From e E the 24th 
of the third monthy 1710. 
© Friends, 


© IN the love of the Bord Jeſus Chriſt J ſalute 


© you all. I am at this time weak in body, in ex- 


s pectation of my diſſolution to be near at hand. 

'© Bleſſed be the Lord God who hath called us 
and choſen us to be witneſſes, not only in wor 
and doctrine, but in a holy life and godly conver- 
ſation. His living. and powerful preſence is with 
me, and in this I greatly rejoice. | | 
My brethren, my love abounds greatly to you; 
and | embrace you and ſalute you in the ſame love 
und life wich which the Lord hath loved me. 


N 2 | © Receive 


„ 
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© Receive this friendly exhortation from your dying 
brother, that as God has given us a gift, and open- 
ed our mouths in his name, we may abide and live 
in his name; for herein are we made inſtrumental 
to the gathering of others, and to glorify his 
name. What! hath God choſen us, and counted 
us worthy to ſpeak to his church and people, and 
to turn many to righteouſneſs? Surely, brethren, 
it greatly concerns us to walk even as our Lord 
walked when he was upon the earth, according to 
the meaſure of the gift of grace that we have re- 
ceived from him, in patience, in meekneſe, and 
wiſdom, and heavenly gravity in few words, ſuch 
as miniſter grace to the hearers, and thoſe who 
converſe with us. 1 8 

Since ] laſt ſaw you, my ſervice has been chiefly 
at Cecil and Cheſter, and Great Choptank. 

es uewen, farewell in the Lord. 


oe N a a a W 6 a $# @® 


* Thomas Evzrxpen? 


LIZABETH HAYDOCK, daughter of 

Henry and Martha Haydock, was born at 
Warrington in Lancaſhire, the 19th of the fixth 
month, 1686 ; her father died when ſhe was very 
young: ſhe was educated* amongſt the people of 
God called Quakers, by her mother, to whom ſhe 
was loving and obedient, and lived in love and peace 
with her brother and ſiſter, and was never known to 
jar or contend with them. She was of a kind and 
courteous behaviour to all, by which ſhe gained abun- 
dance of love, both with great and ſmall. Some 
time before her death, ſhe went to live with her 
uncle Robert Haydock ; but in a ſhort time, being 
taken ill, returned to her mother, and ſoon after ſhe 


Came 
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came home, ſaid, I fully believe I muſt not reco- 
© yer, and I am content in the will oi Gd.“ Her 
ſickneſs continuing, her mother, brother aud ſiſter 
were deſirous a dector might be had, Which was 
propoſed to her, and ſhe ſaid, To make you caſy, 
J am willing, but | believe he will do me no 


© pood, for I muſt not recover, 1 believe.” Then 


her mother ſeeing ſhe grew very weak, aſked her 
how things were with her, as to her future ſtate in 
the world to come; alter fome deliberation ſhe faid, 
My dear mother, I am no ways atraid to die, for 
© things are now well, I have a very eaſy mind upon 
all accounts, and towards every body; I find 
nothing ſtands in my way but thee, my tender 
© mother, I fear it will be hard for thee ; but be 
© thou eaſy, for I am well; and if I live to old 
* age I can but be well: I am given up to die, or 
© to live, as the Lord pleaſeth, ſince I came to thee z 
but before I came, I had a hard time, the enemy 
© would needs have perſuaded me, that there was 
© little hope for me, and that I ſhould not find peace, 
under which I wept and laboured, none knowing 
© the ſorrow I was in, neither did I make it known 
© to any till now; but I bleſs God I am now ſatis- 
* fied, and free from any fear, and believe all will 
© be well, and I ſhall go to reſt ; for, dear mother, 
© I ſee nothing but trouble in the world, and I do 
not deſire to live in it; we muſt leave it. Though 
her weakneſs continued, and her pain was ſharp, ſhe 
was preſerved ſtill and quiet, in abundance of pa- 
tience, and was not heard to murmur 1n the leaſt, 
but ſaid, Lord aAi& me how thou pleaſeſt, ſo thou 


| © wilt but be pleaſed to give me patience, and an 


« eaſy paſſage at laſt :* then ſhe lay ſtill ſome. time, 
and after ſaid to her mother, (being then under a 
deep travail of ſpirit, becauſe of her fore affliction} 
© Let us pray to the Lord: ſoon after her mother 
kneeled down, and prayed unto the Lord for her, 
— N23 and 
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and freely reſigned her up to him, that his will 
might be done in and with her ; after which ſhe was 
pretty eaſy in herſelf, and ſaid, * Oh ! dear mother, 
IJ once thought I never ſhould have come to the 
© experience I now have; for I now know a my to 
my mind, and ſilence to my own thoughts; I am 
at times quit of all thoughts of the things of this 
world.“ Her mother weeping, ſhe ſaid, Weep 
not, my tender mother, it is better for me to die 
than to live ;* her mother ſaid, If it be the will 
of the Lord, I deſire none of mine might die of 
* ſuch a lingering diſtemper, as now thou art un- 
der:“ ſhe replied, © Do not deſire ſo, for it is fad 
for youth to be quickly ſnatched away, and not 
© have time to remember their latter end, it hath 
been good for me.” 

About two weeks before ſhe died, ſhe took to her 
bed, in which time ſhe uttered many ſweet and 
ſenſible expreſſions. One time her mother withdrew 
from her into another room, yet heard her ſay unto 
the Lord, All might, power and glory is with 
©« thee; Lord I am ready; oh! tarry not ſweet 
© Lord: oh! deliverance, deliverance, I cry to 
© thee for: oh! God, deliver my ſoul, I feel no- 
thing to hinder ; but, oh! Lord, if any thing be 
in my way, remove it, oh! my God.“ After 
ſaid to her mother, I fear thou holds me, oh ! 
« do not fo; neither weep for me, for my tears are 
dried up; I feel no cauſe for any; neither mourn 
4 for me, for I ſhall go to reſt: I had rather be with 
« Almighty God, than enjoy all this world, it is 
© nothing to me.“ PAL 24 

W hen her mother and relations thought her near 
going, recovering a little {trength, ſhe kiſſed them, 
and laid, * Lcrd: Jeſus, receive my ſpirit :?? I am 
ready, tarry not, but deliver me out of my pain; 
her mother ſaid, * The Lord is ſupplicated for thee, 
* and thy deliverance draws near, I do believe, thy 
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time will not be long; my ſpirit is earneſt with 
thine, that he may eaſe thee; but it is the Lord, 
he muſt do what he pleaſeth; breathe thou to him, 
my dear child, for patience.“ She replied, Poor 
Job had it, and the Lord hath given it me all 
© along, and I hope he will give it me ſtill.” Then 
ſhe deſired her dear friend Benjamin Bangs might 
be ſent for; and after he had been ſome time with 
her, ſhe fixed her eyes upon him ſtedfaſtly, and ſaid, 
My pain is very great, pray thou to the Lord for 
< me;?* then was very {till a while, in which time the 
ſpirit of prayer from God came upon him, and he 
prayed with much fervency of ſpirit to the Almighty 
for her, that it might pleaſe him to eafe her of her 


a © „ „„ „ 


. pain: and the Lord was intreated for her, fo that in 


a little time her pain was wholly taken away ; and 
ſhe ſaid, © I bleſs the Lord, I am eaſy, both in body 
© and mind: I have nothing to do, but wait the 
Lord's time ;* and that night had ſome reſt, and 
lay very ſtill, and free from pain; in the night ſhe 
ſaid to her mother, My dear love is with thee, I 
love thee above all the world; and my love is to 
© all my dear relations, I ſhall ſee them no more, 
and to my weak aunt at Penketh, who was kind 
© to me when I was there.“ Next day ſhe ſaid to 
her mother, with a cheerful countenance, © Dear 
© mother, 1 have now done; be thou eaſy and con- 
© tent, or elſe thy time will be but ſhort ; there is 
© nothing in all this world hath been ſo dear to me 
© as thee; but I hope thou canſt not deſire m 

© ſtay.“ Her mother aſked her, if ſhe was ſenſible 
of her coldneſs ; ſhe replied, Vea, and of my 
© ſweating too, and if it is death's ſweat it is wel- 
© come to me; let it be ſo to thee, dear mother; the 
Lord Jeſus is my Saviour, I can embrace death 


* with open arms, it is welcome; the Lord be 


© with our - ſpirits, and bleſs you all.“ She went 


away like -a lamb innocently, the 8th of the ſixth 


month, 
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month, 1710, and was buried on the 13th, being 
attended to her grave with many friends and others, 
aged near 24 years, 


D  _l____—n—____r_w_ 


LT ILLIAM HORNOTD lived near Radceliff- 
highway in the county of Middleſex, when 
the Lord was pleaſed to call him into the work of the 
miniſtry, He travelled in that ſervice in England, 
Scotland, Ireland and Holland, and laboured zea- 
louſly therein, and was very induſtrious to get meet- 
ings in places where none had been. 

In 1710 he was taken ill in his travels, and being 
deſirous to get homeward, came on his way as far as 
Baldock in Hertfordſhire, and there continued ill 
until he died, at the houſe of John Izard, who was 
kind and loving to him. | 

In the time of his bodily weakneſs he gave many 
good exhortations, and ſpoke alſo at ſeveral times as 
follows : 

Friends, I would have you take notice of what 
© Þ fay; the hand of the Lord God will be upon 
© this nation and other nations, and the day of the 
Lord will be terrible to the wicked and ungodly ; 
„for he will aſſuredly ſhake their foundations; and 
© will- ſever between the ſheep and goats, and he 
© will winnow the chaff from the wheat: but he 
© will plead the cauſe of the righteous, and it ſhall 
© be well with them; yea, and his glorious truth 
© ſhall proſper, He will make Zion the beauty of 
4 nations, and Zion's king ſhall reign in glory over 
© all. The Lord will alſo try his own people, they 
© thall: ſuffer troubles ; but he will fave and ſuccour 
the righteous, that truly fear, ſerve and love him. 
And the Lord will divide between the righteous 
© who have {&ved him in wutb, and thoſe that girl 
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only in a bare profeſſion, and have not been faithful 
to the Lord in their day. But as for the righteous, 
that keep their places, and ſerve the Lord in truth, 
and have waſhed their garments white in the blood 
of the Lamb, they ſhall ſhine forth in glory, and 
ſhall ſtand upon mount Zion, praiſing their God 
and their King with harps in their hands ;- and 
they ſhall reign and live with him, who is their 
God and their King, for ever and ever.” 

Another time he ſaid, © It is a brave thing for 
© young people, in the days of their youth, to ſerve 
* the Lord: oh ! how glad ſhould I be, it our youth 
would mind to ſerve the Lord! the day is coming 
a 
5 
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that will try them; yea, it will purify them that 

abide faithful to the Lord their God ;? or to this 
effect. | 
He alſo exhorted friends to follow the Lord fully, 
ſaying, © Let not the glory of this world ſteal away 
* your hearts from the Lord your God; mind that 
* you follow the Lord fully, for his love is to all 
* ſuch, beyond what teſtimonies can declare or ſet 
* forth to the full.” | 


Again, I thank the Lord my God, who hath 


kept and preſerved me ever ſince he made me ſen- 


« ſible of his everlaſting truth; and through the help 
© of the Lord my God, I have laboured faithfully, 


© according to the ability he hath given ; yea, I can 
| © ſay, I have laboured freely in the ſervice of the 
{ © Lord, that he called me to for the promotion of 


© his everlaſting truth upon earth, and for the ga- 


{ © thering of the people to the holy way of the Lord. 
© have not ſought myſelf, but ſerved my God in 
© truth and faithfulneſs, according to that ability the 


© Lord gave me, praiſed be his holy name for ever, 
for all honour and glory, thankſgiving and ever- 
© laſting praiſes ſhall be given, and aſcribed to the 
© Lord my God; for it is his due, and he is ever- 
laſtingly worthy of it. 
And 
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© And now I reſt in the will of the Lord, and in 
© peace with him; for I know that everlaſting peace 
© with wy God is the portion of my ſou] :; praiſes, 
s praiſes, everlaſting praiſes be to the holy name of 
© the Lord my God for ever and ever.” 

+ ſpoke a few words further to the youth to this 

Eitect: | 

Oh!] remember Moſes, that true ſervant of God 
© in his day, who ſaw beyond all the glory of Egypt; 
he as it were trampled upon it, and rather choſe to 
© ſuffer affliction with the people of God, than to 
© enjoy the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon. He loved 
* the Lord, and followed him fully, and ferved him 
© faithfully; and the Lord was with him, and bleſſed 
* him in his way; and fo will he {till bleſs all thoſe 
© wao labour to follow the examp'e of Moſes, that 
faithful ſervant of the Lord, and walk in the path 
of the righteous, who have truly loved God, and 
© ſerved him in faithfulneſs in their day and genera- 
tion; praifed and magnihed be, the holy and pow- 
* erful name of the Lord our God for ever and 
ever. | 
Again he ſaid, Oh! good is the Lord, and wor- 

© thy to be ſerved by all the children of men, and 
more eſpecially thoſe that are concerned for the 
glory of his name; oh! thanks, honour and glory 
© be given to the holy and glorious name of the 
© Lord, for he is good to my foul.” 

At another time, he ſaid to ſome friends who 

came to viſit him, Oh! perfevere and go on in 
© the way of the Lord, and the Lord will be with 
* you, and will ever bleſs you; for no tongue can 
© declare, nor pen ſet forth, what the Lord hath in 
6 {tore for them that love him. 

© I have been a concerned man, a traveller for 
« Zion's ſeed, and a faithſui labourer in the goſpel 
of our bleſſed Lord Jetus Chriſt, according to the 
© ability the Lord gave unto me; and now I am 


* going 
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L ; going to the Lord my God, where I ſhall have 


e © everlaſting reit with him, and the gl-rious im na- 
„ © _ < culite Lamb, who lives and reigns with the Father - 
f W_ © for ever and ever. 

| © do, my dearly beloved friends and brethren, now 
is WF © we mult part, and I leave you to the Lord, deſiring 


the Lord may ever be with you, and bluis you in 
the way of truth and rightecuſneſs; if you live and 
© die in the truth, we ſhall meet again hereafter, 
© and enjoy everlaſting peace in the manſions of 
«© glory. But now we tee in part, and know in 
© part; but then I ſhall fee, as l am ſeen; and then 
© ſhall I know, as alſo I am known, 

© I would have you remember theſe words of 


c counſel, and that it was given you by one who is 
your fiiend and brother, who loveth the truth 
> © above all, So, my dear friends, now [I leave you, 
” © and commit you. to him who is worthy, worthy of 
> < everlaſting praiſes, worſhip, honour, renown. and 
W- © adoration; unto whom all hallelujahs and high 
nd WW * praiſes are ſung, world without end, ſaith my 
D © foul.” 8 55 
or- Some of his laſt words, which could be perfectly 
and underſtocd when his ſpirits were weak, and his voice 
the low, were as follow: 
orf O holy God! thou art pure, powerful, and 
the WW very good unto my poor ſoul ; bleſſed and praiſed 
be the holy name of the Lord, for all his mercies 
who WW © every day and every way. O Lord, thou art won- 
in © derful in all thy works: thou art good to all thy 
with WW © littie ones, that fear and reverence thy glorious 


| © and powerful name.” | 


| coogneſs, until his ſpeech failed, which was about 
| one day before his departure. He died on the 26th 
of the ſeveuth month, 1710; and was buried in 
friends burying-place at Baidock on the 29th, 
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OHN BANKS was born in the year 1637, in 
the pariſh of Iflell, in the county of Cumberland, 
of honeſt parents, his father a feltmonger and glove- 
maker, At ſixteen years of age (by the great power 
of God, and revelation thereof, in and through the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt) in his heart, he was brought to 
the knowledge of God, and the way of his bleſſed 
truth, before ever he heard any one called a Quaker 
preach ; and in himſelf was directed to go to the 
meeting of the ſaid people, it being ſhewn him they 
were the Lord's people: ſo he went the next firit 
day to a meeting of the aforeſaid people at Pardſhaw, 
where very few words were ſpoken ; but a paper 
was therein read, which was ſuitable to his condi- 
tion; and through waiting diligently in the light of 
Chriſt, and keeping to the power of God, he came 
to experience the work thereof, and freedom from 
bondage. | 
In the year 1663, being qualified by the Lord, 


he was drawn in his ſpirit to viſit ſome neighbouring 


counties, and laboured in the work of the miniſtry. 


And in 1668, being farther grown in the truth, 
he was made willing to forſake all, to anſwer the 
Lord's requirings, and travelled into the ſouth and 


weſt of England in the Lord's ſervice, and after 


that, from year to year, he laboured zealouſly to 
preach the goſpel of peace, not „ in England, but 


in Scotland and Ireland. He croſſed the ſea twelve 
times, and often with great 1 and danger of 


life, in tempeſts and ſtorms; alſo from robbers on 
land. He was made inſtrumental to turn many to 
righteouſneſs, who remain witneſſes of the ſame, and 
ſeals of his miniſtry. He had much ſuffering by 
loſs of goods, impriſonment, and hardſhips therein, 
which he was enabled to go through; for the Lord 
was with him, and ſupported him, and bleſſed his 
labours; ſo that many, both men and women, were 
| f convinced 
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convinced and confirmed in the truth by him, and 
became faithful and able miniſters, and ſo continued 
until death, 

In 1696 he married his ſecond wife at Glaſton- 
bury in Somerſetſhire, and ſettled at Mear, from 
whence about two years before his death he removed 
to Street in the ſaid county, 

He was concerned, in the love of God, a month 
or two before his death, notwithſtanding his age 
and weakneſs, to viſit friends at divers of their meet- 
ings, and had comfortable ſeaſons with them, both 
at their meetings of publick worſhip, and their 
monthly-meetings, held for the care of the poor and 
fatherleſs children and widows ; he was alſo zealous 
tor good order and Chriſtian diſcipline in the church, 
and that thoſe things that were honeſt, juſt, pure, 
and of good report, and that had any praile in them, 
{ſhould be followed. Indeed it was admirable to thofe 
that knew him, and the weak condition he was in, 
how (in his laſt journey at Somerton) he was ena- 
bled to preach near an hour and half, and bore a 
ſound teſtimony to truth, and againſt outſide ſhews, 
that wanted ſubſtance, with much preſence of mind, 
and with good diſtinction in his doctrine ; the which 
gave demonſtration, not only of the ſtrength of his 
memory, quick underſtanding, but ſound judgment 
in things ſpiritual. And his preaching was com- 
fortable, refreſhing, and edifying to the meeting, 
which was very large; and he earneſtly preſſed 
friends to be faithful to the little and imall appear- 
ance of truth, encouraging ſuch as were weak to 
a holy zeal. 

After meeting, it was a ſufficient taſk for two men 


to lead him to his quarters; though he was very 
_ cheerful, and ſignified his great ſatisfaction in that 


his ſervice and travel, and next went to friends meet- 
ing at Puddymore, and after to a meeting at Yeo- 
vil, where many friends were, and in his publick 
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ſervice there, he was lively and quick in diſcerning 
the ſtates of ſeveral. After this he returned home, 
where in the ſeventh month, 1710, he was taken 
with great pain in his back; yet he often faid, 
© Though my pain is great, my ſoul doth magnify 
© the Lord for his goodneſs towards me ;* adding, 
© he hath provided a good place for me in heaven.” 
On the 22d of the ſeventh month, 1710, ſeveral 
friends being preſent, after ſome time of waiting in 
filence upon the Lord, he ſpoke to this effect : 
© Dear friends, I counſel you in the love and fear 
of God, to keep to your mcetings for the worſhip 
and ſervice of God, both firſt days and week days, 
(mind that) and allo monthly and quarterly meet- 
ings, which were ſet up by the power of God, to 
keep things in good order amongſt us. My love 
hath been ſo great to friends at Glaſtonbury and 
Street, that I have ventured my life in riding 
through deep waters to viſit them, when I have 
had a concern upon my mind: ſo that you can ſay, 
I have been a good example to you in keeping to 
meetings, as well as in other things.” 
Then he faid, © Although I am weak in body, 
and do not know whether I may live much longer 
or not, (yet 1 do not fee death at preſent) how- 
ever, I am ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power 
of his might, and have nothing to do but to die, 
for I am rich in faith, and good works towards 
God, and my cup is full of the love of God; 
whether I live or die, it will be well with my 
« ſoul; for, bleſſed be the Lord, I can ſay with the 
£ holy apoſtle Paul, “ that I have fought a good 
« fight, I have kept the faith, henceforth there is 
& laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs,“ (and 
© did the apoſtle ſay for hinifelf only? No, he was 
© wiſer than fo,) “ but to all them that love his 


““ appearing,” 
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Some friends of Somerton taking leave of him, 
he ſaid to them, Give my dear love to friends at 
Somerton, and tell them, that my ſoul is alive 
© unto God.“ And to a young man of that place, 
lately convinced, he faid, © Art thou the young 
© man that lives at Somerton, lately convinced of 
the bleſſed truth ?? He anſwered, yes. The 
© Lord? (ſaid John Banks) © be with thee, and 1 
deſire thee, in his love, to give up in obedience to 
the working of the ſpirit of God in thy heart, 
and then he will do great and glorious things for 
thee, and do not thou ſtumble at the croſs ; for 
the more thou looks at it, and puts it oft, the 
harder it will be for thee to take it up.“ 

'To another friend, when he took him by the hand 
at parting, he ſaid, My dear love to thee, and all 
© that are faithful unto God.“ 

To another that bid him farewell, he anſwered, 
© I do fare well in the Lord, my love is to thee, and 
* all the faithful in Chriſt ;* adding, © Joſeph is yet 
© alive, and that is enough.“ Then he earneſtly 
deſired friends to © keep in the unity of the ſpirit, 
© which is the bond of peace.“ | 

A great deal more good advice, in the power of 
God that attended him, he gave, which is not 
noted; but at the delivery thereof, the hearts of many 


> 6 © 


were tendered, and tears ran down from their eyes. 


On the 24th of the ſeventh month, a friend viſit- 
ing him, aſked him, how it was with him; he an- 
ſwered, © Very ſick, and full of pain; but the Lord 
helps me, elſe I ſhould cry out aloud ; truth helps 
© me, and ever hath ſince I believed in it.“ 


On the day he died, being the 6th of the eighth 


month, 1710, and ſixth day of the week, he ſaid to 
a friend, © It is well with me, and I have nothing 
© to do but to die; I ſhall end in truth as 1 began.” 
He had an eaſy paſſage hence, after all his labours, 
lufferings, and travels, and is entered into reſt in 
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the everlaſting kingdom of glory, for ever to found 
forth praiſes and hallelujahs unto the Lord God, and 
the Lamb that fits upon the throne, who is worthy. 

He was buried in friends burying-ground at Street 
in Somerſetfhire, the 12th of the eighth month, 
1710, 


Age 73 
Convinced 57 years, 
A minifter 47 


A journal of his life, with a collection of his 
epiſtles and papers, were publiſhed in an octave 
volume, 1712, 


Cr ̃ͤ—ṽͤ—— 


ILLIAM CROUCH was born 1628, in a 
ſmall village called Penton, near Andover 
in Hampſhire, His father was a ſubſtantial yeoman, 
of good repute in the country, and well beloved of 
his neighbours. His mother was a religious woman, 
and had converſation amongſt the people called Puri- 
tans, She was very watchful over her children, to 
preſerve them from committing any evil, either in 
word or action, and would often get them together, 
and be with them on their knees in prayer to God; 
wherein ſhe hath left a good example to others of 
her ſex. | 
When he was a child, the Lord did often viſit 
him in mercy ; and as he grew up, preſerved and 
delivered him from many great temptations and evils 
incident to youth, inclining his heart to ſhun the 
rude and extravagant company of the times, and to 
aſſociate himſelf with thoſe that were ſoberly and 
religiouſly diſpoſed. He diligently attended the mi- 
niſtry of ſuch publick preachers as were e 
an 
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and followed by the moſt religious, as he appre- 
hended; and often wrote their ſermons, and was 


ſometimes much affected, returning home, and re- 


tiring himſelf, offered his ſupplications to God: but 


not knowing that the Lord was ſo near unto him, 
he witneſſed little growth or increaſe of grace in his 
heart, or power over his affections and luſts; but 
was ſometimes overcome by ſinful temptations, and 
prevailed upon by vain. objects, which afterwards 
proved a burchen and load upon his ſoul; yet the 
Lord in his great mercy did not caſt him off, but 
with much longſuffering and patience followed him 


with the reproots of inſtruction, which he found by 


experience to be the way of life. In the year 1656, 
he came to be in ſome meaſure convinced of the 
everlaſting truth of God, revealed to the people 


called Quakers. And having been at ſome of their 


meetings in London, where he heard the teſtimony 
of truth declared, he was further reached, and by 
degrees fully convinced, that © ſalvation 1s only in 
and through Chriſt Jeſus the gift of God, and 
© light of the world, ſpiritually revealed in the heart 
© and conſcience, and ſincerely believed in and 
© obeyed.” 

A further account of his convincement, and the 
various ſufferings and exerciſes he met with, toge- 
ther with many conſolations, ſupports, and deliver- 
ances which the Lord afforded him, the reader may 
{ce in the account of his lite. | 

And as he was convinced of the truth, ſo by the 
grace of God he was enabled to walk in it, and to 
keep up a faithful teſtimony to it in lie and con- 
verſation, according to the meaſure of the divine 
gift beſtowed upon him. He reſted not in the be- 
dump of regeneration, where too many content 


emſelves, but fought to experience (through the 


aſſiſtances and influences of the holy Spirit) the 
gradual and progrethive. 8 of ſanctification, having 
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a ſtate of perfection in his view, and believing it 
attainable on this ſide the grave, by the grace of 
God, through perſeverance in faith, humility, watch- 
fulneſs and prayer, looking unto Jeſus, that he, who 
had begun the good work, would confirm it unto 
the end. He had a ſincere love towards God, his 
church and people; yea, towards all the children of 
men. 


When differences aroſe among friends, or others, 


he endeavoured to reconcile them, being kindly af- 
tectionated towards all, but eſpecially thoſe in whom 
the love of God appeared. 

As to the things of this world, he placed not his 
affections upon them, but as a friend that well knew 
him teſtifies, his treaſure was in heaven; and for 
the treaſures of this world, he put no value upon 
them any further, than to be his ſervants for ne- 
ceflary uſes, and to do charitable acts therewith 
towards others. His charity was large, and many 
ways, being ready to afhlt ſuch as were in trouble, 
or under affliction of any fort, where either his 
advice or purſe was wanting; for he ſpared neither 
purſe nor pains, when he was called to ferve others 
that needed them. He practiſed the pure religion, 
and undefiled, before God and the Father, that ie, 
be frequently viſited the fatherleſs and widows in 


their affliction, and kept himſelf unſpotted from the 
world. He was. in particular a great ſupport to 
the poor of the neighbourhood where he lived in- 


the country, oft diſtributing by others hands largely 


of his charity to them: nor did the ſtranger in, 


diſtreſs go empty-handed away from his gates. 
Nor was he leſs remarkable for doing juitice, than 
exemplary in ſhewing mercy to the poor, and in help- 
ing and ſupporting the weak and afflicted. He felt a 
neceſſity upon him to keep his word, perform his law- 
ful contracts, pay his jult debts, and to do to all men, 

as he would have others do to him. 
N Whas 
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What he was in his family, whether conſidered as a 
huſband, father, or maſter, his children and ſervants, 
who were immediately under his care, give an ample 
teſtimony of him, as a pattern of piety and virtue, 
in the diſcharge of all thoſe relations. 

The Lord enriched him with a large ſtock of 
ſpiritual and experimental knowledge, which he had 
been gathering and treaſuring up for many years. 


„ And though he lived not upon his former experi- 
a ences, but upon Chriſt, the living bread, and only 
1 | nouriſhment of the immortal ſoul ; yet thoſe experi- 


ences of the lovingkindneſs of God were comfort- 


8 able to him in the openings of life to remember, 
v and helpful to him in giving advice and counſel to 
r others. | 
n In his illneſs, which was ſevere upon him, being 
= ſorely afflicted with fits of the ſtone about the ſpace 
h of two years before his death, the Lord enabled him 
y to manifeſt much patience, and meekly to ſubmit 
A © himſelf to the divine will. 
is E- About nine months before his departure, and at a 
r time when his diſtemper was ſharp upon him, his. 
8 EF ſecond wife, whoſe name was Ruth (daughter of 
„ John Brown, and Ruth his wife, of London) a 
55 E woman that was an help- meet indeed, of a lov- 
in ing and tender ſpirit, and of the ſame mind with 
1e him in the things of God, with whom he had lived 
o fifty years and upwards, in the fear of the Lord, 
in. and intire affection, was by death removed from 
ly him. The parting with ſo near a relation, of whom 
in, he left this teſtimony, * that ſhe would deny herſelf 
© to a very great degree to ſerve him, beyond what 
in © he could aſk or expect from her,“ could not but 
b make a decp impreſſion upon him: but ſuch was his 
a reſignation to the will of his heavenly Father, that 
9 he poſſeſled his foul in patience, acknowledging with 
n, holy Job, that. “ the Lord gave, and the Lord hath 


« taken 
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« taken away; bleſſed be the name of the Lord,“ 
ob i. 21. 

5 And now drew on the time of his own diſſolu- 
tion, which the Lord had graciouſly prepared him 
for, and which be patiently expected the accompliſh- 
ment of. He often admired the goodneſs of God 
to him, in inclining his mind to ſeek after good 
from his youth, and in preſerving him through the 
whole courſe of his life to old age. He alſo often 
retired in prayer, and waited upon the Lord for ſup- 
port under his daily exerciſe. 

He had attained, through divine grace, to that 
peace and ſatisfaction of mind, that he declared, 
© he had nothing to do but to die.“ When he ſaw 
his children concerned for him, he often exhorted 
them, © not to deſire his life, for he was through 
© age and weakneſs incapable of being ſerviceable 
© according to his deſire; and that he had done his 
« day's work in his day.“ | 

The day before he died, a friend, who had made 
him ſeveral viſits in his illneſs, went to ſee him; 
and fitting ſome time with him waiting upon the 
Lord, he was moved to ſupplicate the 15 on his 
behalf, who was pleaſed to anſwer the cry of his 
ſervant, and they were greatly comforted together 
in a ſenſe of the Lord's preſence and goodneſs. 
After prayer, he expreſſed his great ſatisfaction in that 
viſit, and ſaid, as before, © he had now nothing to 
do but to die,* and waited for the time, © when 
© it ſhould. pleaſe God to call him out of this miſer- 
© able world, and take him to his eternal reſt.“ 

The night following he took his folemn leave of 

his children that were then preſent, telling them, 

© He now thought he had but a little time, and the 
© time which he ſo greatly deſired and waited for 

© was near at hand;* which was mattcr ot joy to 

his ſoul, © deliring the Lord to make his change 

| © ealy, 
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© eaſy, that ſo his patience might hold out to the 
© end.* And the Lord granted his requeſt, 

He departed this life the 13th of the eleventh 
month, 1710, aged about eighty-two years, at the 
houſe of his ſon-in-law, Michael Lovell, in Lon- 
don; and was on the 19th following buried in friends 
burying-ground at Winchmorehill, in the parifh 
of Edmonton, his corpſe being attended by his chil- 
dren, relations and friends, 


His writings are, A Diſcourſe on the Sin of Cove- 
touſneſs, publiſhed in 1708, 


C_—_—_—_— __—_—_—— 


OBERT HILL, was born at Droitwich in 
the county of Worceſter, about the year 1630, 
and convinced of the bleſſed truth in the town of 
Bromſgrove, in the ſaid county. The great Lord of 
the harveſt called him to work in his vineyard, and 
ſent him forth to preach the everlaſting goſpel, And 
the Lord's power and preſence was with him, and his 
bleſſing ſo upon his labours, that he was inſtrumen- 
tal to convince many in thoſe parts: and though he 
met with many oppoſitions in his travels, and ſeveral 
impriſonments, (as he often ſaid) © The Lord was 
© never wanting to carry him on to do his work, with 
* ſtrength and holy boldneſs, to ſtand and make an- 
© {wer for his God, and for the truth before all oppo- 
© fers.* And when he was brought before magi- 
ſtrates, and threatened by them, he feared not their 
threatenings. Some years before his end he was 
troubled with much bodily weakneſs, which he bore 
with patience, and though his outward ſight decayed, 
yet his ſpiritual fight remained; ſo that in a good 
meaſure, he beheld the inviſible things of God, and in 
the ſenſe thereof he was often in raptures of life, and 
laid, I am overcome, overcome with the love of m 
© beloved, 
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© beloved. So now, come, Lord Jeſus, for lam 
ready; receive my ſoul into thy everlaſting glory. + 
© T have a full aſſurance of my father's love, and I 
long to be with the innumerable company of an- 4 
© gels and ſpirits. I have an earneſt deſire, and long 
to be in the fulneſs of enjoyment, where I may ever +» 
be ſinging praiſes to God and the Lamb for ever 7x 
more.“ | | 
He frequently gave counſel to thoſe that came to 
viſit him, for the good of their ſouls, with much ten- 
derneſs and tears, that they might not walk in the 


broad way of the world ; and declared of the Lord's 
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mercy towards the ſons of men, if they would hearken 7 
to the call of the Lord, and be obedient thereunto; th 
teſtifying that was the way to everlaſting life. It led 
leaſed the Lord to make him inſtrumental to bring {hi 


many to a ſight of their inward condition for the good |? th; 
of their ſouls. bu 
And as by Providence his dwelling in the latter chr 
time was near to the meeting-place, he would often by 
give thanks to God for that privilege: and when he ch 
was weak in body, he would ſay, J muſt go to meet- lab 
ing as long as it pleaſeth God to enable me, and fee |} |} 
if he hath any ſervice for me to do.“ And many 0 
times, notwithſtanding his weakneſs, the Lord was ;, | 
pleaſed to make uſe of him; and he returned thanks mat 
unto God for affording him his preſence, and enabling and 
bim by his power, to publiſh and declare what the the 
Lord had done for his ſoul. eve 
He was a great lover of the poor, very charitable to 5+ , 
them, and often prayed for them, and intreated the fort 
Lord, he would be pleaſed to order for their relief, as Lor 
it ſeemed good to him. His wife knowing the work frier 
of charity was well pleaſing to him, did ſometimes mor. 
tell him what ſhe had done in that work; he would her 
ſay to her, © I pray God bleſs thee for it, and be j 


Je 


< ſure thou wilt have thy reward for relieving the i for 
„poor; for the Lord delights in a cheerful giver,” tho 
— * | | Having ö 
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n Having a regard to the poor, he manifeſted the ſame 
7 4 by his frequently adminiſtering to his neceſſitous 
I F* neighbours, and allo by the gifts and legacies he left 
them. 


g |: He departed this life in peace with the Lord, the 
er 7th of the twelfth month, 1710, and was buried the 


r- |: 1oth of the ſame, Aged about 80 years. 

to 

the | 

d's BY NNE HUMPHREYS, late of Saffronwalden, 

ken Py in Eſſex, widow, was a young woman whom 

to; the Lord was pleaſed to viſit and bleſs with the know- 
It |? ledge of himſelf, and his unchangeable truth, which 

ring |? ſhe received in the love thereof; and by waiting upon 

00d the Lord therein, came to know the work of it in her 

2 foul, and to experience the ſanctifying virtue thereof 

atter through her obedience thereto. And the Lord (who 

often by his grace made her what ſhe was) was pleaſed to 

a he |? confer upon her a gift of the miniſtry, in which ſhe 

1eet- F2 laboured faithfully. 

d ſee In the fourth month, 1711, ſhe was concerned to 


many go into Ireland to viſit friends, and landed at Dublin 
d was 


: 
hanks man, of America. They viſited ſeveral meetings in 
Wang and about the city of Dublin, and fo paſſed towards 
at che 


the north of that nation; being taken ill with a ſtrong 
fever, ſhe was forced to keep her bed; but after the 
wle to 5 fit was ſomewhat abated, a meeting being appointed 
ed the for them, ſhe was very deſirous to go to it: and the 
lief, as 

> work ftriends mutual joy and comfort ; but ſhe went no 


roy more abroad, the ſmall-pox ſoon coming out upon 
 WOU 


and be i 
ing the 
wer. 5 


Jeſus, my ſpirit waits thy 8 my ſoul waits 
for thee, my Redeemer. O Lord God Almighty, 


thou ſurely haſt prepared for me a-habitation in the 
_ © heavens 


Having 


in the ſame month, accompanied with Anne Chap- 


Lord was pleaſed eminently to appear with her, to 


mer. She thus expreſſed herſelf in her illneſs, © Lord 


3. 
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© heavens with thee, Thou it is that makeſt me ſen- 
« ſible, that I am not to _y much longer here, O 
Lord, I feel at this time thy great love and heavenly 
ſpring of life to refreſh and comfort my ſoul. Lord, 
thou haſt given me to know that my ſoul is ready to 
enter into thy everlaſting kingdom. And, O Lord, 
for this thy great mercy, in affording thy ſervant 
this opportunity, I do at this time, in all reverent 
thankfulneſs, bleſs and praiſe thy moſt holy name, 
who art ſurely worthy for evermore.“ 
She departed this life at Colerain, on the 20th of 
the fifth month, 1711. 


A 


R K A A A K A 


Aged about 30 
A miniſter 3 g 9985 
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OSEPH STONE, jun. of Witney, in Oxford- „ 
ſhire, born in the ſixth month, 1683, and deſcend- 
ed of honeſt parents. He was educated by them in 
the way of friends, and by the early viſitations of the I. 
grace of God upon his heart, he embraced the yoke 
of Chriſt in his youth, as he was taught of his Saviour 
himſelf, to eſchew the evil, and to do good, he was 
the more fit to be a meſſenger to carry the glad tid- 
ings of ſalvation to others, and to make known to 


them what the Lord had done for his ſoul ; yet he «t. 
could not undertake this work, until it pleaſed the « 5 
great Lord of the harveſt to fit him for it. He la- * 
boured according to the ability received, and by his 4 
miniſtry the ſeed and heritage of God was often re- 0 
freſhed; for the ſpringing of love from the ſpirit of n. 
God in one, will certainly anſwer to the ſame divine « 
principle in others, and fix it as an evidence upon their in 
My 


hearts, that it is the truth, He was alſo exemplary 
in converſation, and of an innocent deportment ; loved 
ſolitarineſs, 
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ſolitarineſs, chooſing to be much alone, and approved 
himſelf a faithful ſervant and miniſter of Chriſt. He 
was zealous for promoting the honour of God, labour 
ing in word and doctrine for that end, not only in the 
neighbouring meetings, but alſo in ſeveral counties in 
this nation. He had a great concern upon him, that 
he might be inſtrumental in the Lord's hand, for the 
turning the hearts of the children of men from dark- 
neſs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, 
In prayer fervent for the offspring of friends, that the 
might come to witnels the grace of God to fave them 
from a vain converſation ; for he knew, that though 
he had his education amongſt friends, yet it was not 
that alone that did make him what he was, but the 

grace of God, as he gave up to be guided thereby ; ; 

and becauſe of his experience, which he gained in 

zielding to the guidance of the ſpirit of truth, ne was 
the more frequent in exhorting the youth of 0 ur day, 
to ſeek the Lord in their early days; ag reeable to the 
voice of wiſdom, who adviſed the fame of old, 


Ie wrote a ſhort Account of his Call to the Miniſtry, 
with ſome of his Labours and Travels therein; as 
alſo the Comfort and Satis faction he reaped in his 
Serpiee for truth, as follows : 


AFTER it pleaſed God, in the riches of his love, 
to beſtow on me a gift of the miniſtry, and by his 
grace to call me to, and qualiiy me for the ſame, 
which was in the ninth month, 170g. I was obe- 

dient to the heavenly call, and gave up freely (but not 
torwardly) to it. And after "Won ne time, I vilited ſome 
neighbouring meetings in Worceſterſhire, War- 
wiekſhire, Glouceſterthire, and Oxfordſhire. And 
in the year 1707, I went down to the yearly-meet- 
ing at Briſtol, and then returned home again, where 
I remained three years, viſiting ſome neighbouring 
Vor. II. P $ mectings, 
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© meetings, and one journey to London. But having 
© a Concern to viſit friends in the weſt, which reſted 
© upon me till the year 1710, and hen gave up and 
© went, though not likely to have a companion but 
< part of the journey. Some account of it is as fol- 
© loweth : 

On the 4th of the fifth month, 1510, he left his 
habitation, and went to Abington quarterly-mceting, 
where he met with his friends, John and Thomas 
Wagſtaffe, who accompanied him part of his journey; 
when they left him, he purſued his journey to the 
Land*s-end; from whence he returned, viſiting 
friends through the counties till he got home, which 
was on the 3oth of the ſixth month. 

He fays of it, © I had a very ſatis factory journey, for 
© the Lord was with me, and was to me mouth and 
* wiſdom, language and utterance 3 bleſſed be his glo- 
© rious name for ever: and his divine preſence was 

* prevailing in our meetings, for I had many glorious 
and heavenly meetings in this journey, to my great 
© ſatisfaction and comfort, and to the comfort and 
£ edification of the Lord's s people. 

It is the deſire of my ſou!, that the confideration 
© of the Lord's love and gcodneſs, may be a binding 
obligation to us, for ever to walk in true humility 
and ſelf-denial before him. The people who were 
not acquainted with the work of truth, were free and 
© willing to come to our meetings in thoſe parts, and 
were very attentive to the eftin nony of truth, and 
© ſeemed to be well affected with it, many of them 
£ appearing very tender in meetings, ſo that ! believe 
£ the Lord will add to his church ſuch as ſhall be 
© faved, and will more and more bring people of from 
e the idle ſheplierds of this world (who feed chemſelves 

* and not the flock) and will bring them under the 
gui ance and conduct of his Son, the Lord jeſus 
£ Chriſt, the everlaſeing ſhepherd, whe watches over 
© his flock both night and day, and feeds them in 
green 
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green paſtures of life, and leads them by the ſtil 
© waters of Shiloh's brooks, and will at laſt bring; 
* them to the cverlaſting fold of reſt. 

Oh! that all that profeſs the bleſſed truth, might 
© be faithful to him, that ſo they might preach for 
* God in their lives and converſations, and ſo become 
* inſtrumental in the hand of God, to the carrying on 
that great work, which he hath begun in the earth, 


* which muſt be completed by the ſpirit of judgment, 
and the ſpirit of burning, 


The 7th of the fourth 


month, 1711. J. STONE, jun.” 


In the fixth month following he had a concern to 
viſit friends weſtward again, and went as far as Ciren- 
ceſter in Glouceſterſhire 3 but being taken ill, he re- 
turned back again to his father's houſe at Witney, 
and his illneſs increafing upon him, proved him great- 
ty, yet he continued in much refignation to the will 
of God, and ſignified, © that people had need not to 
5 nave their day's work to do then, for there was work 
* enough to bear up under the pain of body.” He de- 
fired Samuel Waring, © to remember his love to all 
* friends ;* and in the evening, as he fat by him, he 
ſignified, That he did not know how the Lord would 
© be pleaſed to deal with him; but for the fake of his 
dear parents, and others, to whom he might be of 
© ſervice, he ſhould be glad if the Lord ſhould ſee 
meet to ſpare him; but he freely reſigned his will to 
© the will of God.“ But before they departed he 
told him, © he was going,” and that * all was well,” 
Fall was well,” and detiring all others to go out of 
the room, he ſaid to him, I have ſeen the glory of 
heaven, and it is a brave place.“ His appeal to the 
Lord was, O Lord, thou knoweſt how I have walk- 
* cc before thee, and ſerved thee z* having this aflu- 

| I rance 
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rance in his own boſom, he could call death © ſweet,” 
becauſe by that he © paſled out of this houſe of clay, 
« into the manſions of glory.” 

When he had been ill a few days, he ſaid to thoſe 
about him, This is ordered for my end, and it will 
© be well with me, my ſoul {hill go to reſt.“ One 
that was with him, ſaid, How did he know but the 
© Lord might raiſe him up again!?“ he anſwered, A 
© man that lived a righteous life, he believed, often 
© knew a little before-hand, how it would be with 


© him.“ His nurſe wiſhing thoſe preſent were as fit 


to die as he; he anſwered, I thank God | have no- 
© thing to do but to die; all the world is nothing to 
© me; I have done with it;* but added, © his care 
© was a little for his dear father and mother, and ſiſter, 
and her children;* ſaying, How would they do 
< without him ?? for indeed he was very aſſiſtant to 
them. Another time he ſaid, * When I am gone 
© hence, I ſhall receive a new name.“ His ſiſter 
aſking him how he did; he anſwered, It will be 
„ well with me,” and that he was not afraid to die; he 
did not fear death. He departed this life the Zoth 
of the ſixth month, 1711, and left a good favour be- 
hind him, as a dutiful ſon, a kind brother, a faithful 
friend, and a good neighbour, He left a ſmall trea- 
tiſe behind him, in manuſcript, intitled, A Call to 
« the Diſobedient,' and ſome other papers. 

He was buried in friends burying-ground at Wit- 
ney, many friends and others attending, 
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ARY TURNER, the wife of John Turner, 
of Tottenham-Flizh-Crols, was the daughter 
of that remarkable ſufferer for the teſtimony of a 
good conſcience, Richard Vickris, of Chewmagna, 
in Somerſetſhire, and Elizabeth his wife, who was the 
daughter of that ancient worthy, George Biſhop, of 
Briſtol. In her tender years, by the grace of God, 
through the care of her religious parents, ſhe was in- 
{tructed in, and ſeaſoned with, the principles of the 
truth, as profeſſed by the peop'e called Quakers; in 
which the continued faithful, and was an example of 
piety and virtue, through the courſe of her life 
When a little child, our eſteemed friend William 
Penn coming in at her father's (where he was very 
converſant) and affe ted with her pretty innocent de- 
portment, brake forth, extempore, in this rapture: 


Sweet ſoul ! what makes thee ſtray 
From the angelick way? 
* Was it to teach-us how to love 
© The happy regions above? 
© If fo, O! let thy wand'ring prove our gain, 
© And take us with thee back again,” 


She was naturally of a lively and cheerful temper, 
which remained when the came to years of diſcretion; 
yet ſhe took pleaſure in frequent retirement, and divine 
meditation, in meetings for worſhip, and in religious 
converſation, and received friends of the miniſtry with 
great comfort and ſatisfaction. When at home alone, 
ſhe entertained herfelf chiefly in reading the holy 
Scriptures, friends writings, and the three firſt books 
of Thomas a Kempis, of the Imitation of Chriſt; at 
other times with her pen or needle ; for it was rare to 
find her unemployed in ſomething uſctul or neceſſary, 
when her health permitted. In her dreſs and apparel 
ihe was neat and plain. The tenderneſs ct her love 
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and affection to her huſband, mother, brothers and 
liters, was very remarkable, and likewiſe ſo gene- 
rally extended to her acquaintance, eſpecially where 
truth had a prevalency, that it may be ſaid, love 
predoninated in her. 

A few years before her death, ſhe was ſenſible of a 
gradual decay of bodily ſtrength, and when weakneſs 
and faintneſs prevailed, ſhe bore it with much pa— 
tience and reſignation to God's holy will. In a ſenſe 
of the uncertainty of the comforts here below, ſhe 
wrote thus to a near friend: 

Ihe enjoyments of this life appear very change- 

able, and we are apt to ſcek them more than is 

good for ue, which hincers our inward comfort: 
ſo we have ſomething to war againft every day.— 
I deſire thou may eſt be directed by that divine hand 
which orders al] things for our good every Way, as 
we have an eve to it.” 

And in another to a relation: I am very ſenſtble 
© of my happineſs, —and defire to walk worthy of the 
« mercies I enjoy; yet the want of my health has 
been an afflictien to me; but I do not repine at 
that, ſince it is an ad vantage to us to have- ſome 
allay to the comforts of tnis liſe, which are moſtly 
attended with diſappointments of one kind or 
other.“ 

On her bed of ſickneſs ſhe ſaid to her brother, 
She admired pcople ſhould ſo much place their af- 
« fecticns on tlie. things of this world, which are but 
© as droſs, and like travelling in miſery 3 and Car- 
n tl deſired, © their family might, with Jacob, ob- 
© tain a bleiing, that as they had ſuch worthy 
parents, who had educated them in the ways of 
truth, and had enjoyed ſo many favours beyond 
© many others, there ought to be a double thankful- 
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ther, might be a comfort to their tender mother, 

* and Hap up their honourable father's name, as one 
6 

of 


* 
— 
2 
* 


S ee 


8 
an 


K K a 


AAA „ 


PIETY PROMOTED. 53 


© of the branches of the family, and then there would 
© be a bleſſing laid up for him.” 

Speaking to her ſiſters, ſhe ſaid, We ſhould be 
© good examples in the plainneſs of our habits, as 
we make profeſſion of the principle of truth, and 
© ſhould take up the croſs daily; for we were not 
© born to ſerve ourſelves, but to honour the Lord: 
© pain and weakneſs is hard to bear; and when 
© we are going out of the world, we had need to 
© have nothing then to do;* that ſhe waited for the 
«© preſence of the Lord, in which was more plea- 
* ſure than in all the joys of this world.“ Then 
turning to one of them, the ſaid, © The Lord hath 
done great things for thee, and may have a work 
© for thee to do; there is good ſeed fown in th 
© heart, and I deſire the Lord will bleſs thee.” 

Having been tendered in her ſpirit, ſome friends 
came to vilit her, and prayed with her ; whereupon 
ſhe faid, © She ſaw the Lord had not forſaken her, 
© but ſent his ſervants to viſit her, which was a 
© great comfort to her,” 

Another time one of her ſiſters coming into the 
room, O ſiſter,“ ſaid ſhe, the old accuſer of the 
brethren lies very near, but the Lord's hand is 
© underneath, and iweetly ſupports.” 

Some days after, the ſame finter being by her bed- 
ſide, ſhe had an extraordinary concern for her own 
welfare and her near relations, ſaying, © Dear ſiſter, 
© I have a ſtedſaſt hope, but not yet a full aſſurance: 
] deſtre thee, pray earneftly ior me, leſt there ſhould 
be any tning committed by me, that may be ſlip- 
ped out of my rememberance, and I not earneſt 
enough with the Lord for forgiveneſs: and I alſo 
pray earneſtly for you all, that you may come 
where I hope to be; and for my dear huſband 
likewiſe :? and expreſſed her great care that © not 
one of the family might be loſt.“ 


A 


Another 
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Another of her ſiſters, leaving her a little time, 
deſired the Lord would ſupport her under her weak» 
neſs, the anſwered, He hath, and I believe will; 
and ſeemed comfortably reſigned in her ſpirit. 

A few hours before her departure ſhe defired to be 
raiſed in her bed, on which the ſeemed as if the 
ſhould have paſſed away, and bid all farewell; but 
reviving, ſaid, I thought I had been going, but the 
Lord hath given me life from the pangs of death, 
© praiſed be his name: oh! praiſes be to the Lord, 
© he hath given me a little eaſe.? 

Some time after, being moved again, ſhe ſeemed 
refreſhed, and Jay in a ſweet frame of mind, praiſing 
the Lord, ſaying, Lord, thou art merciful, com- 
< paſſionate and true: thou haſt given me eaſe : oh 
I will praiſe thy name at all times, from time to 


A „ „ 


praiſe thee.“ Being in great pain, ſhe ſaid to ſome 
that were with her, He will give me eaſe by and 
« byz* and earneſtly prayed to the Lord for it after 


this manner: Dear Lord, give me eaſe : ſweet 


Lord Jeſus, give me eaſe;* and then ſaid to her 
fifter, He would.“ Her ſiſter ſaid, ſhe did not 
doubt but the Lord would anſwer her defire, and 

ive her a full aſſurance; to which ſhe anſwered, 
I believe he will.“ "Then ſhe deſired thoſe by her 
to pray ſor her. 

Having flumbered a little, ſhe awoke refreſhed, 
and looking on one of her fiſters, ſhe ſaid to her, 
Dear ſiſter, I ſhall do well, I ſhall do well.“ After 
which ſhe was heard very ſweetly in prayer to the 
Lord to receive her, and was ſenſible to the laſt, 

Toward the concluſion of her days, ſhe was at- 
tended with ſuch faintneſs and pain, that made her 
apprehenſive it would be very hard to bear the ſtrug- 
gles of her final diſſolution, which ſhe frequently 
begged of the Lord to make eaſy; and he was 


pleated to anſwer her deſires accordingly, for ſhe 
paſſed 


time; every hour, every minute while I live I Will 
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paſted hence almoſt without figh, groan, or any viſible 
alteration of countenance, 

She departed this life at Tottenham, on the. 31ſt 
of the fixth month, 1711, and was decently interred 
in friends burying-ground in Bunkill-fhelds at Lon- 
don, on tie 5th day of the ſeventh month, about 
the 33d year of her age. 


An AcRosTICK and MEDITATIONS, 
by R. CLARTD GE. 


M Y gracious God was in his love moſt free, 
A nd it renewed plenteouſly to me; 

R efreſhing oft with his liſe-giving ſtreams, 
Y ea, daily darting in celeſtial beams, 


T HAT yielded ſaving light and quick'ning heat 

U nto my ſoul : his love was wond'rous great! 

R efpect I had unto his righteous ways, 

N umb'ring the minutes of my fleeting days; 

E ternity being {till before mine eyes, 

R an I, through Chrift, the race, and won the 
glorious PRIZE, 


MEDITATION S 


On the Chriſtian Life and Death of MAR x 
TURNER. 


SHE's gone from hence ! who can but ſhed a tear, 
That knew her Chriſtian converſation here, 

And's truly ſenſible what ?tis to be 

Deprived of ſuch heavenly company ? 

But ſince no tears can her to us reſtore, 

In Rillneſs let's the will divine agore, 


Within 
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Within due bounds our flowing paſhons keep, 

And not like noiſy hopeleſs mourners weep 3 

Having good grounds to hope ſhe's gone to reſt 

With righteous ſouls, in Chriſt for ever bleſt. 

Let's then her holy, Chriſtian life review, 

And pay what tribute's to ſuch virtue due. 

She early bow'd to the great teacher, "Truth, 

Chriſt's yoke embracing in her tender youth. 

Self ſhe deny'd, took up her daily ils, 

Made that her gain, which many counted loſs, 

'The rod ſhe heard, whilſt in her houſe of clay, 

And lov'd it, *cauſe it ſcourg'd her droſs away, 

Its ſtrokes receiving with ſubmiſſive mind, 

And with a will in all to God's reſign'd. 

Her faith, hope, love, patience, humility, 

Her meekneſs, goodneſs, ſilence, modeſty, 

Shone bright i' th' orb, where Providence her 
plac'd ; 1 | 

And the whole ſex her good example grac'd : 

For ſhe in truth and years together grew, 

Leaving ſome equals, but ſuperiors few. 

May learners match the pattern, and be all 

True copies of fo fair original! 

Which from above deſcending, thither is 


— 


Return'd, triumphing in eternal bliſs, 


Fm mY 


F\HOMAS DOCKERY was born in Cum- 


berland near Portinſcall, brought up a ſcho- 


lar, and was a reader at Withburne chapel ; being 


a ſober young man, and having inclinations in his 
heart after the true worſhip of God, which is ſpiri- 
tual, it pleaſed the Almighty to open his undecttand- 


ing, and to ſhew him the myiteries of the king om 


of life and falvation, and tie emptineſs of the ways, 
forms and traditions of the world, wherein he Rav 
| cen 
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been amongſt many others. And he was concerned 
in love to go to their publick places of worſhip, 
and bear a teſtimony againſt them: what wages 
he formerly had received for reading, as aforeſaid, 
he carried back and left it with the people, and told 
them, they were the wages of uniighteouineſs, which 
he could not keep. 

Now being joined in ſociety with friends, he grew 
in the truth, and became very initrumental in the 
ſervice of the goſpel, for the confirming of friends in 
the faith, and information of ſuch as oppoſed truth 
and friends. 

After ſome time he was drawn forth, in the love 
of God, to viſit friends meetings in England, Scot- 
Jand and Ireland: five times he viſited triends in 
Scotland, and three times in Ireland : and at his 
returns had great peace and ſatisfaction, 

Once at Aberdeen in Scotland, the pricits in- 
cenſed the magiſtrates againft friends, and he was 
put in priſon, and remained there about three 
months; but the Lord's love and preſence he en- 
joyed therein, and great was his peace; for he ex- 
perienced the Lord's power to preſerve him, and the 


truth came over his perſecutors, and they ſet him at 


liberty. 

Then he returned into Cumberland, and abode 
there a conſiderable time ; from thence went to 
Swarthmore in Lancaſhire, and continued ſeveral 


years; alſo ſeveral times accompanied G. Fox to 


London, and elſewhere, in the. ſervice of the goſpel. 


In the year 1683, he ſettled in Silverdale in Lan- 


. caſhire, and belonged to Yelland meeting, and conti- 


nued a member of it above 27 years, being a diligent 
| attencer thereof; and notwithſtanding he was weak 
and infirm” in body for ſeveral years before he died, 
| yet was frequent in teſtimony, to the edification of 


triends, and the opening tae underſtandings of others. 


He 
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He was exemplary in hurzality and lowlineſs of 
mind, lived in peace, and was well eſteemed amongſt 
his neighbours. When his outward ſtrength did 
decay, he was always content, and after he took to 
his bed, being afſk*d how he did, replied, « Very Wt 
0 weakly, | but well content to die, and be removed KK 
© to eternal reft with the Lord, whom I have ſerved; | 


1 4 : * 2 12 1 
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< which is now to nie great ſ. tisfaction and content. | C 

He continued quiet 5 his mind, and ſenſible to © 
the laſt, and as he had lived in peace and unity with 

friends, he died in the fame the 6th of the tent f 

month, 1711, and was buried in friends burying- un 

place at Yelland on the 8th, about the Both year of © 

his age, and a miniſter of the goſpel 50 years. b, 

= 1 

= © 

— — en | _K#E 


ARY POST, daughter of Benjamin Poſt, and 3 6.2 


Elizabeth his wife, of London, was of a IE 


Fi 
ipirit, ſober behaviour, religiouſly inclined, and a 11 
Footy, of plainneſs in habit and ſpeech, and kept to 1 1 1 
; but a diſliker of pride and finery in apparel, 9 21 
When ſhe was but about eight years of age, being . 
at a neighbour's houſe who deſired her company . took 
(being ſolid and grave) and had a daughter about ; be 


fifteen years of age, who loved her, to whom this 
child ſaid, «© Anna, what fiznify theſe fine things me 
thou haft on, they will not carry thee to heaven?“ 
To which Anna anſwered, „Pride is not in the % 
© things, it is in the heart.“ To which the replied, = and; 
But if your minds were not proud, you would * wh 


© not wear them.” She alſo ſaid to her mother, that © the 
© ſhe much wondered at the great pride ſhe obſerved ed, 
in ſome young ones who profeſſed the truth, io 
adding, © I hope I ſhall be never like them.” Her al 


mother thereupon ſaid to her, 1 hope thou wilt 


© never be like them ; but be an orderly child, that 
© thou 
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© thou mayſt be in favour with God.“ At which 
ſhe wept, and ſaid, If I ſhould love fine things, 
| © I mult alter much: what ſignify fine things when 
| „ folks come to die?“ | 
= Hearing ſome boys in the ſtreet taking God's 
; | name in vain, ſhe ſaid, They take God's name 
© in vain enough to frighten one.“ On a certain oc- 
caſion ſhe faid, © ſhe ſhould delight to go to meet- 
a = < ings. ; 

h $ The day before ſhe was taken ill, her mother 


* * "—_ — — A * 
= wide AUS) - — 


h kk ſending her out on an errand, and her brother bein 
;. © newly come out of the country, ſhe deſired him to 
of © £0 with her, which he refuſed; at which ſhe ſtood 


by him a while, and then with a ſolid countenance 
iid, © Wilt thou not go with me? It may be, the 
next time thou comeit up, thou mayſt not have 
© alilter to go with,” as if ſhe had a ſenſe of her death. 
And in her ſickneſs ſhe often ſaid, © O dear Lord, 
cd if thou ſeeſt fit, give me a little eaſe :* and liftin 

der up her hands repeated ſuch like expreſſions, and ſaid, 
a « had rather die than live; through mercy I am 


OM PS 85 
* N. e FAC OED es 9 6 


to! © not afraid to die; I ſhall go to reſt, where I ſhall 
irel. feel no more pain.“ 
ins Her mother ſtanding mourning by her, the child 
zany booking upon her ſaid, Mother, do not cry, let us 
bout WM be contented ; the Lord can lay me low, and he 
this can raiſe me again; if I were dead, he can raiſe 
ings © me again,” 4 hen ſhe repeated, as before, 
en? I, dear Lord, if thou ſeeſt fit, or convenient, give 
the! © ive me a little eaſe ;* and ſeemed earneſt to die. 
alicd, and go to reſt, Her mother ſaid to her, © My dear, 
yould I © Why art thou fo earneſt to die? the Lord can eaſe 
that © thee of thy pain, and give thee life.“ She anſwer- 
ſerved F ed, One muſt once die, and if I recover, I muſt 
truth“ ue may) be ſick again; and I had rather die while 
* 1am young; if I ſhould live till I am older, the 


13 devil may tempt me to be naught, and I might 
that! offend the Lord, I am not afraid to die, through 
« thou Vor. II. Q © mercy 
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< mercy I ſhall go to my reſt: if I live I am ſatiſ- 3 
< fied, and if I die I am fatished. J am willing to F 


die; I had rather die than live.“ Her mother ſaid, 


41 ſhall dearly miſs thee.” She replied, © I am wil- 1 


ling to ſee my little ſiſter, and her brother.“ Her 


mother ſaid, ſhe would ſend for them: © but,” ſaid 
her mother, if any alteration ſhould be before thy 
brother come, what wouldſt thou ſay to him??? 
She replied, © If I can ſpeak, I will bid him be a 


© good boy, and fear God, that he may go to God 


4 Almighty.* She left kim the little money ſhe had, | 
and ſome other things to her father, mother, and 


two ſiſters. 


Her mother deſiring her to take ſomething that 


was prepared for her, the ſeemed to refuſe, and ſaid, 
What ſignify doctors and apothecaries, if the Lord 
© pleaſe to take one's life.” 
A little before her end, ſhe lamented folks taking 
pleaſure, and-not conſidering the love of God. The 
laſt words ſhe was heard to ſpeak were, Dear Lord 


4 God Almighty open the door :* and ſo ſweetly - 


departed this life, the 12th of the eleventh month, 
1711, aged above eight years. 


—..̃̃—̃——— 


truth in himſelf, and came to know the work of it“ 


in his heart, and to be faithful thereto: and in due 


time the Lord was pleaſed to give him a gift of the 
miniſtry, whereby he became a miniſter of the goſ- 


ICHARD PRIEST MAN, of Coldbeck in the 
county of Cumberland, was deſcended of ho- 
neſt parents ; his father received truth early, and 
finiſhed in the lame, and his fon Richard was edu- |? 
cated in the way of it; yet was at a loſs, till he found 


2 


pel, and declared to others what you things Golf 


had done for him. 


Though 
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Though he was not large in teſtimony, yet his 
miniſtry was edifying, and comfortable to the weak 
travellers, who were on their way towards Zion, 
often ſupplicating the Lord for the preſervation of 
his people, and that he would be pleaſed to continue 
his love and kindneſs towards them. 

He laboured to keep things in order, where his 
lot was caſt, and was againſt that which tended to 
diviſion and ſcattering: he walked in the fear of the 
Lord, with fervent deſires in his heart to Almighty 
God, that he would be pleaſed to give him ſtrength, 
that he might be preſerved in well-doing, and kept 
© ſtedfaſt in the faith, which overcomes the world, 
© unto the end of his days.” 

In the time of his ſickneſs, his ſpirit was borne 
up to his great comfort; many came to viſit him, to 
whom he expreſſed the comfort he felt in his heart. 

Thus as his afflictions increaſed, his ſtrength was 
renewed in his inward man, and he would be ſaying 
to his family, Know the Lord for yourſelves, and 
© mind the teaching of his grace in your hearts; 
© you need not go far to ſeek for a teacher :* and 
faid to his neighbours, © I adviſe you to make your 
« peace with God, whilſt you are in healtn and 
* ſtrength ; for when you are caſt upon a ſick bed, 
© you will have enough to do to beat your fickacls ; 
« do not delay, and have your peace to make with 
© the Lord at laſt :* with many more expreſſions he 
exhorted them, and was much refreſhed in ſpirit in 
having ſuch opportunities, | 

The night before he departed this life, he called 
his family to him, and took his laſt farewell of them, 
and faid, © Keep to truth, and do juftly, and do to 
* every one as you would they ſhould do to you ; 
* and the Lord will bleſs you, and keep you from 
devil. 

He finiſhed his courſe in unity with the brethren, 
the 23d of the cleventh month, 1711. 


22 JOHN 
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OHN DICKINSON, of Berkhouſe in Grayrig 


in the county of Weſtmoreland, faid a few hours 


before his departure, ſome friends being preſent, 


A a ®& a A ff M © „% a a 


* 


J have taken an inſpection into the courſe of my 
life, ſince the time of my convincement, and have 
no ill thing to accuſe myſelf with; for the fear of 
the Lord was before mine eyes, by which 1 was 
preſerved : only, when I was ſet at liberty from 
my impriſonment, I thought myſclt too eager for 
getting of this world together ; yet I have not to 
charge myſelf with oppreſſing any man; but what 
I have, I obtained it honeſtly.* Then he faid, 
I have great peace in that I have been faithful in 
bearing my teſtimony againſt the payment of tithes ; 
for I could never neither pay, nor ſufter any to 
pay for me, hating in my heart ſuch hypocriſy.” 


And to friends by him, ſaid, Give up freely to 


& 


Ly 


K K & a 


come to week-day meetings, to wait upon God, 
to fee] him to renew your {trength : for when I 
had work and buſineſs, I could not be eaſy to ſtay 
from a week-day meeting; I felt the movings of 
truth to draw me, and ſet me at liberty from my 
outward employ ; not only for my own growth, 


but that J might be exemplary to others.” 


The quarterly-mecting at Kendal gave the fol- 


lowing teſtimony concerning John Dickinſon, 


0 EY I oh 


© HE was one whom the Lord was pleaſed to viſit 
in his young and tender years: in the time of his 
apprenticeſhip he was convinced of the bleiled 
truth, and ſuffered great cruelty from his maſter for 
uſing the fingle language : and though his maſter 
beat him often, to the loſs of much blood, yet he 
bore it patiently, and did not ſhrink in his teſti- 


mony which God had given him to bear; upon 


which occaſion he exprefled to ſeveral the great 


s peace and comfort he had from God to his ſoul. 


© Some 
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c Some time after his apprenticeſhip it pleaſed the 
Lord to open his mouth in a powerful and living 
teſtimony, to the great comfort of friends, and 
edification of the churches of Chriſt in ſeveral of 
the northern counties, and in Scotland, and divers 
were convinced by him. 

He was valiant for the truth upon earth, and 
did not turn his back in the day of battle; but 
ſuffered joyfully the ſpoiling of his goods, impri- 
ſonments, and other hardſhips, counting the re- 
proaches of Chriſt great riches; it being given 
him not only to believe, but to ſuffer for his name. 
He was a man well beloved of his brethren, and 
always had a tender regard to the preſervation of 
unity in the ſpirit of truth, very careful in anſwer- 
ing his word and promiſe to men ; juſt in his deal- 
ing, often adviſing friends to be true to God, and 
then they would be juſt in their dealings with men: 
ſo that we have good ground to believe, that his 
latter end was happy, and that he finiſhed his 
courle in peace with the Lord. 

Thus far we find ourſelves obliged in duty to 
revive the memory of our deceaſed friend, that 
thoſe of ſucceeding generations may know how 
our ancients came to receive the truth in this latter 
age of the world, after a long night of apoſtacy ; 
that thoſe who ſucceed may walk worthy of - the 
privileges they now enjoy, who are entered into 
the labours of the ancients, and reap the fruits 
thereof.” | | 


Signed at our quarterly- meeting at Kendal, the 


185 


17th of the ſecond month, 1712, by 


John Jopſon, 


Samuel Parrat, 
William Williamſon, 
Nicholas Booke, 
John Skyring, 


Joſeph Peaſon, 
John Towanſon, 
Richard Skyring, 
Robert Thompſon, 
Joſeph Atkinſon. 
Q 3 JOHN 
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HN GRAT TON was one whoſe Chriſtianity 


ſhewed itſelf in the ſpirit of meekneſs and humi- 
lity, in many troubles and exerciſes which he met 
with, He was alſo an able miniſter of the everlaſting 
goſpel, being made inſtrumental for the convince- 
ment of many, He had great openings, was ſound 
in doctrine, and ſkiltu] in hitting the mark. His mi- 
niſt y was lively and powerful, plentifully opening the 
Ser piures, He travelled much in the ſervice of truth, 
bot in this nation and in other countries adjacent. 
His reſidence was at Monyath, in the county of 
Derby, above forty years, where friends were often 
comforted in his company, and do believe that he 
lived and died a ſervant of the Lord. 

The winter before his deceafe he ſenſibly decayed, 
ſo that he would often fay, He could not continue 
long.“ His detires were great to go hence, if the 

Lord law it good; and as his weaknels increaſed, his 
defires grew ftronge r, and more earneſt with the Lord: 
to remove him out of this troubleſome world, being 
© well ſatisfied his da;*s work was over ,* yet deſired 
© to wait the Lord's time.“ A grand-daughter of his 
being then very ill, he often gave good advice and 
eounſel to her, © to fear the Lord, and be obedient to 
« her parents.” 

About a month before his deceaſe, his Tater was 
called on fo ſuddenly, that it was thought he could 
not live til] ſhe came to him ; ſhe found her children 

and the maid weeping, thinking he would not have 
ſpoke again, but when he ſaw her, he broke out into 

tears, ſaying ' He thought he thould never have ſeen 
© her more ;? but ſoon got a little ſtrength, ſo-as to fit 
up in his chair, and called all the children to him, one 
by one, and kifled them, giving them good advice, 

faying, © It was a great comfort to him, to fee that 
they ſhould part in ſo much love and unity one with 
© another z* and calling for the maid he ſpoke very 


Try © her; and being attended with ſore ſickneſs 
and 
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and pain, he ſaid, Lord, I pray thee give me eaſe, 
if it be thy holy will, and remove me ſoon out of 
© this body: thou knoweſt it is through thy great 
© mercy that we have hope in thee. Lord, | pray 
* thee, be with my children that I leave behind, and 
C 
. 
4 
o 
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with all my friends and neighbours, of what profeſ- 

ſion ſocver. It is through Chrift Jeſus our advo- 

cate, who is gone before us, that we are enabled to 

come to thee.* Another time ſome friends bein 
come to viſit him, looking on them as they ſat by him, 
he ſaid, The Lord blels his people, and proſper his 
© truth amongſt them, and enable them to live in love 
© one with another.” Not long after he ſaid, Lord, 
© I freely commit my foul and fpirit unto thee :? 
being very ſenſible to the laſt. He departed this life 
at Farnsfield in Nottinghamſhire, on the gth of the 
firſt month, 1712, and is at reſt with the Lord, 
« where the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and where 
the weary are at reſt.” He was buried on the 
1th, in the 6gth year of his age, having been con- 
vinced of the truth about forty years. 

A Journal of his Life, written by himſelf, with a col- 
lection of his books and manuſcripts, were publiſhed 
in an octavo volume, 1720. 


6—— ̃ 


ILLIAM RIGG, of Colthouſe, in the 
county of Lancaſter, received truth in the 
year 1672, being the 36th year of his age; and ſoon 
after he received a gift of the miniſtry. ine was en- 
dowed with a good underſtanding in the myſteries of 
the kingdom of God, and had a clear and found teſti- 
mony, and travelled much in the work of the miniſtry, 
both in this nation and 1n Scotland, although he was 
a very tender bodied man, and troubled with a ſore 
cough for many years; it was his delight to be ſpeak- 


we 
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ing of the things of God, and the myſteries of his | 
kingdom, to the refreſhing of many. n 
Towards his latter end he was attended with great f 
weakneſs of body, ſo that he could not get to the c 
] 

c 


meeting, or ſcarce out of doors for many weeks, 

which he did bear with great patience, to the comfort 
and refreſhment of many that came to ſee him. - 
He was of a clean life and converſation, which an--—HB j 
ſwered his teſtimony. _ . 
In the time of his weakneſs he often ſaid, I have | 2 
© done my day's work in the day time, to my great | * þ 
© peace and ſatisfaction, and have nothing to do but to F © 
«© die, and put off this earthly tabernacle, being well | ir 
aſſured of my eternal reſt with the Lord: into u 
which, no doubt, he is entered. 1 
He died the 29th day of the ſecond month, 1712. of 
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| Aged .76 d 
| | A miniſter about 40. * 
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8 GEORGE, of the pariſh of Landewy- 
brevy, in Cardiganſhire; lived there with his pa- 
rents till he was about 21 years of age. In this place 
the excellent truth, being deſpiſed by many, had not 
that place in the hearts of the people, which it ought 
to have; and he was careleſs, like others, going on 
in the broad way, playing and ſporting therein, and un- 
concerned for the everlaſting welfare of his ſoul. But 
the Lord met with him in his prime of youth, opened 
| his ears, and ſealed inſtruction to him in a dream, or 
- viſion of the night, as he lay ſlumbering upon his bed; 
, In which he thought he faw a man winnowing corn, 
which ſeemed to him to be good and found, but when 
raiſed to the wind, it was blown and ſcattered away, 
like chaff toward the north: and as he looked behind 
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him, he ſaw a man who aſked him, whether he knew 
what that meaned; he anſwered, No.“ Then 
ſaid the man, © 'The chaff repreſents ungodly men, 
© who are as the chaff which the wind driveth away.” 
By this, and other dreams or viſions which he had, he 
came under a concern of mind, and cried out, What 
« ſhall ] do to be ſaved ?*? Then it pleaſed the Lord, 
in his infinite love and mercy, ſo to viſit the heart of 
this young man, that he came to know the Lord, 
and was made willing to bear his indignation, becauſe 
he had ſinned againſt him. And the Lord by his in- 
viſible power wrought his deliverance, notwithſtand- 
ing he ſuffered him to be tried many ways, and when 
under great exerciſes, both inwardly and outwardly, 


189 


. the Lord was pleaſed to help him in the time of need, 


of which he was ſenſible, and experienced the truth of 
what the holy prophet declared, "That Zion ſhall be 
« redeemed with judgment, and her converts with. 
« righteouſneſs ;** although he had been ready to 
think no one was exerciſed like him. 

He often uſed retirement, and in the night ſeaſon, as 
well as at other times, he waited upon the Lord, pour- 
ing out his foul in ſupplication, and fervently prayed 


unto him in ſecret; and the Lord rewarded him open- 


ly, and many times gave him the oil of joy for mourn- 


On the 26th of the ſixth month, 1711, his mouth 


Y vas opened, to bear his teſtimony againſt unfaithful- 
2 ncſs and diſobedience to the Lord. 


And the Lord 


made him alſo ſenſible his time was but ſhort to work 


in his vineyard : ſo (although his ſervice was hard) 
he laboured diligently. 


About fix months after, he viſited friends at their 
meetings in Radnorſhire ; and about two months af- 


ter, he did the like in ſeveral counties, as Merioneth- 


And when he had 


ſhire, and Montgomeryſhire. 


finiſhed his ſervice for the Lord in thoſe parts, he re- 
turned home, 


In 
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Ina little time after, he went to the yearly-meeting 
of Wales, at Kanidos in Montgomerythire, and after 
his return had but three meetings ; the laſt was on the 
4th of the third month, 1712, where many people 
came in, and he in great tendernefs to thoſe who had 
true deſires in their hearts after the Lord, preached 
unto them in much love and fervency, and his words 
and doctrine were as the dew falling on the tender 
graſs ; afterwards, in great concern of ſpirit, and in 
trembling, he thundered againſt the light, airy, and 
hard-hearted ones, who ſlighted and reproached the 
truth and its followers, and ſpeak evil of that they 
knew not, telling them, * The Lord would plead 
£ with ſuch in his righteous judgments z? and he ex- 
horted them to repent ſpeedily, leſt the Lord ſhould 
© cut them off in his fierce anger. 

On the 6th following, it pleaſed the Lord to viſit 
this zealous young man with an indiſpoſition of body, 


and a voice run through him, Put thy houſe in or- 


© der, for thou muſt die.“ He declared he was wil- 
ling to give up all to the Lord, to diſpoſe of him as 


ſeemed good in his ſight. And feeling the Lord's Þ 


power over all, his heart was refreſhed, and he de- 
clared, © Blefled are the dead that die in the Lord, 


« from henceforth ; yea, ſaith the ſpirit, that they 
“ may reſt from their labour, and their works follow 
© them.” And charged his brother John, © T hat Þ 
© theſe things ſhould not be forgotten and fall to the 


* ground z* and bid him give him up freely ;* ad- 
ding, if he and friends continued faithful, the Lord 
© would be their helper and ſufficient ſupport.? 
Afterwards he called for his *parents, and ſpoke to 
them, ſaying, © I do not expect to recover from this 
© ſickneſs, but be not over much concerned, for I have 
peace with God, and had rather, if it is the Lord's 
© will, die, than live any longer.” He defired them 
© to prize their time, and ſeriouſly confider, how pre- 
cious a thing it was to know peace with God oy 
make 
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© maker on a dying bed. He alſo bore his teſtimony 
for the truth in their preſence, and ſhewed the barren- 
neſs of men-made miniſters, who plead for fin and 
imperfection : adviſing his parents © to beware of 
© hindering any of their children (his brothers or 
< ſiſters) from coming into the way of truth, but ra- 
ther to encourage them therein.“ He further ex- 
horted his parents, ſaying, © Give up all, that you 
© may have an inheritance in that kingdom, wherein 
there is no trouble nor ſorrow, but eternal joy and 
peace.“ He adviſed his brothers and ſiſters, © to 
© be faithful to that which the Lord had made known 
© to them of his will,“ and often prayed for them un- 
to Almighty God, that none of them who had turn- 
© ed their faces Zionward, might look back into the 
© world again, but might all preſs forward.” 

Some days before his departure, he faid, Remem- 
© ber my love in Chriſt Jeſus, unto all my faithful 
© friends and brethren in the incorruptible ſeed ; to 
© which ſeed the promiſe is, and wherein peace and 
acceptance with God are livingly known.” 


He finiſhed his courſe here the 18th of the third 
month, 1712. 


Aged 25 years. 
A miniſter about 9 months, 


2... . — 


OHN AYRRY, belonging to Sedberg meeting 
J in the county of Vork, was convinced of the 
truth, as profeſſed by the people called Quakers, about 
the 29th year of his age: he was of an innocent life, 
and faithful in every branch of his teſtimony relating 
to truth. | | 

It pleaſed the Lord to commit unto him a diſpenſa- 
fon of the goſpel, and part in the miniſtry. And al- 

| though 
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though he was not large in teſtimony, yet he had the 
movings of life upon him, which made his offering 
acceptable to friends, 

And as he lived an harmleſs and innocent life, fo 
when he canie to be tried with much bodily weak- 
neſs, which attended him for ſeveral months before 
he died, he bore it with much patience, and was 
very ſweet in his ſpirit, and often ſaid unto friends, 
© It is a precious thing to wait upon God to feel 
© his life, power and preſence to quicken and raiſe 
© us up to praiſe his powerful name, who is worthy 
© for ever.” 0 

He departed this life the 15th of the fourth month, 
1712, in the ſixty-ninth year of his age. He was 
one that held out unto the end, and partook of the 


| ſalvation of God through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


EREGRINE MUSGRAVE was born in the 
pariſh of Lanynarth, and county of Cardigan, 

the 4th of the firſt month, 1643. He was by trade 
a clothier, of good repute amongſt men; and the 
Lord endued him with wiſdom and underſtanding, 
whereby he was ſerviceable in the church, eſpecially 
in meetings of buſineſs and the care of the poor. A 
great concern was upon him, that friends might be 


preſerved in love and unity; and where he ſaw any 


thing that tended to the breach thereof, he earneſtly 
laboured to put a ſtop to it, both at home and in 
the adjacent counties. His heart and houſe were 
open to friends, and he had great delight in the con- 
verſation of faithful brethren; and it is not doubted 
but he laid down his head in peace with the Lord, 


as he himſelf ſignified in the time of his ſickneſs. 


His wife and daughters ſitting in the room by him, 
and ſeeing him ſo weak, his daughter wept ; upon 


which 


b 
* 

8 4 

'S 
4 
x 
+ 
2 


BN 
2 
4 


* 


2 Ie, be A LY 


B n e 
W 3 n an i 


TIN er 
r 


3 


e * which he ſaid, © Suſanna, Suſanna, make no noiſe 
E for me: what would you children have? Your 
* £© father hath lived to a good old age, and I die in 
o © | © peace with my God, and in credit with men: I 
- * £© leave no ſtink behind me, which is a mercy to 
e you beyond many children. I deſire you to be 
1S © © ſatisfied, and give me freely up, and let your con— 
85 * © cern be inward :* adding, I want to ſee thy bro- 
el c ther and his wife, and thy huſband, that I may eaſe 
le * © my mind to them.“ When he came, he ſaid, 
1y Lewis, I find this diſtemper comes ſo hard, that 
I am not like to continue long.“ He gave him 
h, good advice in many words, and defired him, to 
as Keep cloſe to meetings, and not forget week-da 
he > © meetings; and to mind truth, which would adorn. 
* © them above all;' and ſaid, © be ſerviceable to 
friends, and ſtand a man in my place. My dear 
> © Lewis, remember what I ſay, live in love: you 
> © area pretty many relations here, if you keep your 
* © places and live in love, you may be a comfort 
che © © one to another.“ Then called for his daughter- 
m, Þ © in-law, and took leave of them, ſaying, © I pray 
de | © God bleſs you and your poor babes: I defire you 
the Þ be tender of them in bringing them up.“ Then 
ng, | | he kiſſed them and ſaid, © I have not much more to 
lly © © fay.* So continued very ſenſible all the day, and 
AM 1 often ſaid, Dear God, I pray thee make my paſſage 
be ÞÞ © eaſy: the love of God is more to me now than 
any © all the world.“ He took leave alſo of his neigh- 
ftly © bours and friends, and ſeemed to be cheerful and 
lin 1 willing to die. He departed as if he had been going 
ere 1 to ſleep, on the 14th of the fifth month, 1712, and 
on- was decently interred at Eaſt-hookit the 16th of the 
ted fifth month, 1712, aged 69 years. 
ord-, 
es. 
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OSHUA ARNOLD, of Whittington in the 
J county of Derby, was educated among the people 
called Quakers: be was by occupation a carpenter, 
and much employed by the great men, being juſt 
and honeſt in his dealing, temperate in his life, 
and in his converſation chriſtian and exemplary; ſo 
that therein he preached to profeſſors and prophane, 
being faithful to the witneſs of God in his own heart, 
he anſwered it in others. 

And the Lord, who made him what he was, at 

times was pleaſci to open his mouth in the aſſem- 
blies of his people, that he, in a ſenſe of the good—- 
neſs of God, did bear witneſs thereto; and in true 
love he exhorted friends to © watchfulneſs, and to 
keep their converſation clean, and void of offence 
towards God and man, ard to dwell in that which 
would keep them humble, and ever to avoid pride 
and covetouſneſs: and to wait patiently for the 
appearing of the Lord, and to hear his ſtill ſmall 
voice in their own hearts, and for the ariſing of 
life, that they might be taught, kept and preſerved 
thereby, ſo that they might bring no reproach upon 
the holy truth they profeſied.” 
This was the earneſt deſire of this godly man, 
who was indeed a good example, both to the great 
men, with whom he was concerned, and to his 
family, friends, and all he converſed with ; in mode- 
ration, plainneſs, and the fear of God he lived, and 
thereby g:ined a good report, and the love of many. 

He took opportunities to wait upon the Lord in 
ſilence in his tamily ; and many times the Lord was 
pleaſed to take ſuch notice of them in thoſe retire - 
ments, as to break in upon his children, and mani- 
feſted his powerful preſence to the edifying and en- 
couraging them and the whole family, to take up 
the croſs of Chriſt and follow him, 

In 
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In a ſenſe of the vanities of this world, he ſaid, 
ſome years before he died, © He was willing to leave 
© it;* and often adviſed his family, © to be humble 
© and lowly in their minds, and to love the truth :” 
this he recommended as the beſt portion to his 
children. 

About two ycars before his departure he was much 
afflicted with Jameneſs and weakneſs, by reaſon of 
the palſy, ſo that he was confined to his room, and 
ſeemed not likely to recover : he then adviſed his 
family both in ſpirituals and temporals ; but he fo 
far recovered, that he could go to meetings, till it 
pleaſed the Lord to viſit him with a return of his 
diſtemper ſo ſuddenly, that his dying words were 
but few; but whilit his ſpeech remained, he ſaid, 
© He was well, and in a little time all would be well.“ 
One of his children coming to his bedſide, he held 
her by the hand, and ſeemed, overcome with the 
preſence of the Lord; but had neither ſtrength nor 
utterance to ſpeak, and preſently falling into a dee 
fleep, departed this lite without any ſenſible pain, the 
16th of the ſixth month, 1712; and as his friends 
and neighbours believe and are ſatisfied, he is at 
peace with the Lord. 


Aged about 64 years and four months. 


EORGE BENSON, of Stongend, in the pa- 


riſh of Hawkſhead in Lancaſhire, was convin- 


ced of the truth in his young years, and was a faithful 


man to his concluſion, being often expoſed to ſuffer- 
ing, both by reaſon of keeping meetings at his houſe, 
and in other reſpects relating to the ſeveral branches 
of the ancient teſtimony of truth, which faithful friends 
1 in 
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in that time were liable unto : all which he bore with 
much patience and courage. 

Toward the latter part of his time, his mouth was 
opened in a publick teſtimony, and he travelled into 
ſome neighbouring counties in the ſervice of truth. 

He was a faithful miniſter, according to his mea- 
ſure, his life and converſation being alſo anſwerable to 
his miniſtry, 

In the time of his fickneſs, he gave much good ad- 
vice to his family, warning them to keep to truth, 
© and out of the love of this world.* He alſo dropped 
ſeveral comfortable expreſſions to ſuch as came to ſ2e 
him, ſaying, © He had done his day's work, whilſt the 
© day laſted, and had nothing to do but to die.“ 

He departed this life in great peace with the Lord, 
the 19th day of the eighth month, 1712, being in the 
76th year of his age, | 


| En 


ODERICK FORBES, ſon of Arthur and Eli- 

zabeth Forbes, of Brux, in Scotland, who was 
a man of great reputation in the world. In his young 
days he had ſome knowledge of the principles of the 
Chriſtian religion, as held by the people called Qua- 
kers, and walked ſoberly for a time; but his elder 
brother dying, and he becoming heir to the eſtate, he 
left the narrow way, and threw off the croſs, and con- 
tinued without a due ſenſe of his loſs, till about the 
year 1702, after the death of his worthy mother, who 
in her lifetime was greatly concerned for him, and 
deſirous the Lord might viſit him, and bring him into 
the knowledge and obedience of the truth ; and ac- 
cordingly it pleaſed the Lord in mercy to awaken 
him by his righteous judgments, humbled him, and 
cauſed him to ſigh and cry unto the Lord, who was 
_ graciouſly pleaſed to anſwer thoſe deſires and earneſt 
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cries that he begat, and brought him not only to be- 
hold the dawning of his oolpe! day, but in a ſpring of 
love to his ſoul, enabled him clearly and boldly to 
own the truth. 

This cauſed the prieſt to viſit him, who pretended 
a concern, that one of ſo honourable a family ſhould 
be deluded, as he apprehended ; to whom Roderick 
faid, : IF the Lord were pleaſed to awaken and touch 
6 thy confcience, as he hath done mine, he would 
© make thee quake every joint of thee,' which {top- 
ped the prieſt ſo that he ſaid no more. 

By the principle of truth, he was taught and 
ſtrengthened to leave his looſe and debauched com- 
panions, and to live a ſober and godly life, to the 
aſtoniſhment of his former aſſociates, who admired to 
ſee ſuch a change wrought upon him ; for he now 
adorned the doctrine of God his Saviour in his life 
and converſation, walking according to the convig= 


tions of the grace of God, i in lolidity and weightineſs 


of ſpirit, 

In the year 1712, in his return from London, he 
was taken ſick at Edinburgh, but retained a perfect 
memory, and made ſome alteration in his will, being; 
greatly concerned for the good education of his child- 
ren in the way of truth; and gave directions Con- 
cerning his burial ; that his body ſhould be interred 
in his own burying-place, by his father and mother, 
and two children of his own, after the plain and de- 
cent way of friends. 

He was after wards much exerciſed in prayer to God, 
and thankfulnefs unto him for his viſitation, and aſſt 
ing him to bear a faithful teſtimony to the truth, which 
he had bre u Zht him to the knowledge of, "laying, 
« As the hart panteth after the water brooks, fo hath 
my ſoul panted after thee, O Lord.“ I can bear 
* witneſs that truth is truth 3* and turning to his 
wife, he ſaid, © My dear, thou knoweſt it to be fo, I 

R 3 © know 
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© know thou art convinced of it ; therefore be faithful 
“to it.“ 

About two hours after he deſired to be ſet up in his 
bed, ſaying, I am now in readineſs to go, and im- 
mediately the pains of death ſeized on him, which 
though they were violent, he endured with patience, 
and was bore up in a Chriſtian courage, triumphing 
over the powers of death, ſaying, © The truth is pre- 
< cious, cleave unto it; yea, more precious than the 
© gold of Ophir ; it hath delivered me from many in- 
firmities.” One ſtanding by, faid, © Truſt in God 
and he will deliver thee.* He anſwered, © I have 
good cauſe to truſt in him, he never failed me : and 
now I feel his preſence ſupporting me in the very 
agonies of death ; yea, I can and do rejoice through 
© Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour and Redeemer. I feel his 
© hand above me and below me, ſupporting me; and 
< 1 defy all the powers of hell: I have ſeen their 
« ſtrength and their malice, they have not prevailed : 
< praiſes, praiſes, oh! everlaſting praiſes to his ever 
© blelied name.” 


A @a K „ 


Seeing ſome about him weep, he ſaid with much 


concern, Why ihould ye be troubled, ſince I un- 
dergo the agonies ; you may look on: a ſmall time 


vill put an end to it, and I have a view of my jour- 


ney's end; | am entering the joys thereof already, 
« where I ſhall enjoy everlaſting happinels.” 

In this condition he continued ſome hours, and at 
intervals ſpeaking always very ſenſibly, and recom- 
mended his dear wite to the tender regard of friends as 
a widow. He then deſired R. Barclay to hold up his 


head in the time of his greateſt agonies, till his ſpeech - 


began to fail, ſo that he could utter but broken ſen- 
tences, the laſt of which that was diſtinctly known, 
was, © Unleſs your righteouſneſs exceeds the righte- 
s ouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſes, ye ſhall in no 
“ wile enter into the kingdom of heaven,” 
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So having given before good advice to all about 
him, to © leave nothing to a dying bed,” and to *© pre- 
© fer the truth above all, with much more not noted, 
about the eighth hour in the morning his ſpeech left 
him, and he lay only breathing till towards evening, 
and then quietly reſigned up his breath without any 
ſtruggling. 

He died in the eighth month, 1712, and was buried 
according as he deſired. 


Aged 101 ears 
Convinced about 101 * 


OBERT FISHER, late of Preſtonpatrick, in 
Weſtmoreland, was convinced of the bleſſed 
truth by the minittry of John Banks, (that ancient 
ſervant of Chriſt) at a meeting at Dalehead in Cum- 
berland, his native country: with gladneſs of heart he 
received the truth in the love of it, and faithfully 
walked therein. And the Lord not only gave him 
to believe, but gave him alſo a part in the miniſtry of 
the goſpel. In which work, according to his mea- 
ſure, he was a faithful labourer, though he did not tra- 
vel much abroad, neither was his teſtimony often 
known to be long, but comfortable and retreſhing to 
the faithful. | 
He alſo was a faithful ſufferer for that teſtimony, 
which the Lord raiſed in kis heart to bear againſt the 
antichriſtian yoke of tithes, for which he many times 
ſuffered the ſpoiling of his goods, although his outward 
iubſtance was but ſmall; yet he ſtood firm in his teſ- 
timony to the end of his days. x 
On the 26th of the firſt month, 1713, he began to 
be ill, and his ſickneſs increaſed and was very tharp 
upon him; yet he was preſerved in a comfortable 
frame 
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frame of ſpirit, patiently enduring the bodily infir- 
mities he was under, and was reſigned in his mind 
to God's will, founding forth praiſes to his great 
and excellent name, and often expreſſing the great 
ſatisfaction and comfort he felt froin the Lord, under 
his exerciſe. 

Some few hours before his death, his wife fitting 
by him, he ſaid, © I feel the power and preſence of 
© the Lord to be with me,” 

He touk leave of his wife, and bid her farewell; 
and ſoon aſter paſted away, as if he had fallen into 
a ſleep, without either ſigh or groan, the 3oth of 
the firſt month, 1713, and was buried the firſt of 
the ſecond month following, in friends burying- 
ground at Park-End in Preſtonpatrick, aged about 


7 3 years, 


BRAHAM ANTHONY, of Rhode-Iſland 

in America, companion to William Wilkin- 
fon of New-England, in a vilit to friends in this 
nation, was vifited with ſickneſs at the houſe of 
Roger Dickenſon, of Whitby in Yorkſhire, His 
patience and quictneſs, in the time of his greateſt 
affliction of body, was admirable, with a free re- 
ſignation to the will of God; ſaying, © If I ma 
live, Jam willing; but if I mult die, the will of 
© the Lord be done ;* often praiſing God, and man 
times expreſſed his great ſatis faction that it had pleaſed 


the Lord to caſt his lot among friends in that place. 


The day before he died, ſeveral friends ſtanding 
about him, he ſaid, © Friends, ſtand faſt in the Lord, 
and bear a faithful teſtimony for God in your day, 
« ſtand faſt in the truth: what fignifies this world, 
or the riches of it, they are not to be valued, for 
< the love of the Lord is above ail; be weighty in 
« your ſpirits, and watchful and fervent in that great 

| duty 
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* duty of prayer when you approach before the 
© Almighty Jehovah; for it is a dreadful thing to 
© appear before the Lord unprepared, for the Lord 
© will be terrible to the wicked. Iſrael is to dwell 
© alone, and not to be numbered among the na— 
tions. And you elders, be ye faithful; I am 
raiſed up beyond my expectation to exhort you? 
© elders to faithfulneſs, though but young to man 
of you, and the leaſt in mine own eyes, yet ſtrong 
© in, the Lord my God. Friends, I did not leave 
my own country in my own will, or in my own 
ſtrength, or in my own time.“ Then lifting up 
his hands, he ſaid, O! the joys of heaven, glory 
© to the Father, ani) the Son, as it was in the begin- 
© ning, ſo be it world without end. Amen, amen, 
. amen. With ſeveral other good expreſſions which 
he uttered during the time of his ſickneſs, which. 
are not here. inſerted, much to the comfort and ſatiſ- 
faction of thoſe who were with him, and was a 
ſcaled evidence on their ſpirits, that he is gone to 
reſt with the righteous in that kingdom of peace 
which God has prepared for all them that love our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, where the ſpirits of the juſt 
made perfect do ſing praiſes, hallelujahs and baba: 
nahs to him that lives on high, who is God over all, 
worthy of all glory, honour, and praiſe for ever, 
Amen. 

He was taken ill the ſecond day of the firſt month, 
1713, and departed this life in peace with the Lord 
on the 13th, about four in the morning, and was 
buried in friends burying-ground at Whitby on the 

14th, aged about 31 years. 
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UTH PADLEY, wife of John Padley, af 
Shad T hames in Southwark, timber merchant, 
and daughter of Richard Parkes, of Hook- Norton, 
in the county of Oxon, was a woman that truly 
feared the Lord, and loved his truth and people, 
ſincere and upright in her converſation among all, 
very affectionatè and loving to her huſband, kind 
to his children he had by a former wife, dutiful and 
tender to her aged parents, and loving to her bro- 
thers, liſters, and other relations, compaſſionate to 
thoſe who were under affliction, and ready to ſym- 
path.ze with them, charitable to the poor, and in 
an eſpecial manner to thoſe of the houſhold of faith, 
and was in her converſation ſo adorned with a meck 
and quiet ſpirit, as made her lovely, and therein was 
very exemplary ; as alſo in plainneſs of apparel, be- 
coming her profeſſion, and in uſing the plain language 
to all, and in calling the days according to Scripture, 
which by ſome may be looked over lightly, yet is 
what many have witneſſed the © Spirit of truth, 
« which leads into all truth,” to lead them into, 

Thus ſhe paſled the time of her ſojourning here 
in fear, as one that had an eye to another country, 
namely, an heavenly. It may be truly faid, the was 
of the number of the wile virgins, whoſe lamps 
were burning, and fo ready to enter with the bride- 
groom into the marriage chamber, 

She was vilited with a diſtemper ſcveral months 
before ſhe died, and although much means were 
uſed for her recovery, yet it increaſed faſt upon her, 
which the bore very patiently, and was reſigned 

Some little time after the was taken ill, ſhe had 
a proſpect of her departure hence, which was plea- 
fant to her, but ſhe avoided ſpeaking thereof to her 
huſband till a little before her end, leſt he ſhould be 
over earneſt in deſiring her life, and ſaid, © Her 


© Maker 
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© Maker laid nothing to her charge, and that ſhe 


203 


© was ſenſible he had regard unto Sa 


At another time to her ſiſter E. Vokins ſhe ex- 
preſſed her rede ſaying, © She did not queſtion 
© having a place in the kingdom.” 

She alſo ſignified to her ſiſter, the done love ſhe 
had to ker huſband, and that “ ſhe never could be 
« diſpleaſed with him for any thing ; and although 
« his company was fo deſirable to hers ſhe was wil- 
© ling to give him up ;* and faid, © ſhe would have 
© him mind his Maſter's bulineſs.” 

She adviſed a niece, whom the had a tender and 
motherly care of, © that ſhe would take up the croſs 
© while young ;* ſaying, © it would be harder if de- 
© ferred, and that ſhe had been well rewarded ſince 
ſhe took it up.“ 

About two or three hours before ſhe departed, 
being in prayer to the Lord, but her voice low, her 
niece aſked her what ſhe ſaid; her anſwer was, 
© ſhe was ſpeaking to her Maker.“ 

She further ſaid to her niece, © thou mayeſt think 
my affliction hard, but it is not; my Maker has 
© dealt very oraciouſly with me, more than 1 can 
© expreſs.” Being aſked if ſhe thought it would be 
harder; ſhe anſwered, © ſhe did not think it would ;” 
adding, © but if it ſhould, ſhe doubted not but her 
© Maker would ſupport her under it.“ When her 
niece aſked her, where ſhe would have her dwell ; 
her anſwer was, Where it may be beſt for thy 
+ ſoul,” 

About one hour before ſhe died, ſhe ſaid, © Re- 
© member my dear love to my brother John, beſure, 
and to all friends.“ 

Afterwards ſhe ſaid to her huſband, © O my dear! 
which were the laſt words that were heard ; but lifted 
up her hands and eyes as a ſign of her breathing to 
the Lord in ſpirit, and fo departed this life, and is 
entered into everlaſting reſt with the Lord. 


She 
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She died the 26th of the ſecond month, 1712, 
and was buried from Horilydown meeting the 3oth 
of the ſame, and divers hving teſtimonies were borne 
on the occaſion, aged about 34 years, 


LESSING FENN, daughter of Joſeph and 
Patience Fenn, of Cork, was born the 8th da 
of the fourth month, 1700. She was a child of a 
weakly conſtitution, but of a ripe and ingenious 
wit: for the moſt part, whilſt ſhe had health and 
ſtrength, ſhe delighted to be employed about ſome 
buſineſs that was innocent and profitable, not loving 
idleneſs; alſo was much delighted in reading the 
holy Scriptures, and other good books, and would 
often make her remarks on ſeveral paſſages as ſhe 
read, and ſpeak of them to her mother, aſking ſeve- 
ral weighty queſtions. She was very dutiful to her 
parents, and tender of her mother, who was ſickly. 
She loved honeſt friends, but would be troubled 
when ſhe beheld any profeſſing truth behave them- 
ſelves unſeemly. 

Some weeks before ſhe died, her mother went 
with her a mile or two out of the town to a neigh- 
bour's houſe, for the benefit of the freſh air, where 
ſhe continued till ſhe ended her days. 

In the time of her ſickneſs ſhe would often keep 
her pain much to herſelf, leſt her mother ſhould be 
troubled. The ſharpneſs of her pain, together with 
her great weakneſs, would cauſe her at times to fret, 
and ſpeak a little angry to the nurſe that tended her, 
but would ſoon be ſorry for it, and ſay to the nurſe, 
© Do not take notice of what I ſay, for I love thee 


© very well;' and would diſcourſe ſweetly with her, 


— 


and give her good advice. 
| She 
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She did not ſeem to take notice of her end being 
ſo near, till the morning before her departure, at 
which time her mother, perceiving an alteration in 


— 


her, aſked her, if ſhe was willing to leave her; 


ſhe anſwered, What the Lord will.“ Her mother 
replied, © It is hard for me to part with thee.“ After 
a little pauſe, ſhe ſaid, © It is true I am very weak, 
© but the Lord is able to reſtore me to thee again. 
Her mother aſked her, © If ſhe was willing to fee a 
friend that was expected to town ſoon :* ſhe an- 
ſwered, © Yes, or any honeſt friend.” 

In the afternoon two friends came to viſit her; 
ſhe looked ſolidly at them, and faid, Pray to the 
Lord that I may have a ſhort and caſy paſlage :? 
one of them ſaid, Thou haſt had a long time of 
* conſideration,” She anſwered, © I was never wanton 
* in the time of my health.* She again defiring 
them, © To pray for a ſhort and eaſy paſlage ;* a 
friend anſwering, ſaid, We muſt wait God's time, 
* and I believe it will not be long.“ Her mother 
aſked, if ſhe had a deſire to ſee her father; ſhe 
ſaid, Yes, if he will come quickly.“ Her father 
being ſent for, foon came with ſome other of her 
relations, and aſked her, how ſhe did; ſhe looked 
at him, but did not ſpeak; at which her mother 
aſked, if ſhe would not ſpeak to her father; ſhe 


ſaid, © I cannot yet ;* (being in pain). After ſome 


time, ſhe looking earneſtly at him, ſaid, © Father, 


pray for me, that I may have a ſhort and caſy paſ- 
ſage.“ Her father, being nearly concerned for 
her, after a little while kneeled down by her bedſide 
to pray, and deſired, © That as the Lord had been 
< pleaſed to give her to him, he would be pleaſed to 
take her to himſelf, and that he might make her 
* paſlage eaſy, and all of us ſubject to his will;“ 
concluding with thankfulneſs for all the mercies we 
receive: at which time ſhe was very quiet and at- 
tentive. After a little while her father aſked her, 
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if ſhe was freely given up in her mind; ſhe 


ſaid, * Yes, I am freely.” Being aſked, if ſhe 


was willing to leave her father and mother ; ſhe 


faid, © Yes, I am. Aſter that, ſhe ſaid, * Lord, 


© take me to thyſelf,” She continued in a ſweet 
frame of mind; deſiring thoſe about her to be quiet, 
when ſhe heard any ſpeaking, or note in the room. 
She remained ſenſible to the laſt, and died about the 
ninth hour in the evening, the 12th of the third 
month, 1713, being about thirteen years old. 


E“ EANOR PERRIN was born in the pariſh 


of Hemſteily in the county of Durham, and 

at the age of ſeventeen years was convinced of .the 

truth. She was of a ſweet and innocent converſa- 

tion, and of a meek and humble ſpirit, deſirous to 
be converſant with ſuch as feared God. 

She was taken ill the latter end of the ſixth month, 


3713. 


In the time of her illneſs ſhe was much reſigned 
unto the will of the Lord, whether to live or Mi 


A friend aſking her, whether the deſired to die 


rather than to live ; ſhe anſwered, © I deſired that 
© Jong fince.* Again ſhe was aſked: if ſhe had 
any trouble upon her mind about any thing ; 


ſhe replied, * Nay.* Being aſked, whether ſhe 


thought ſhe ſhould be accepted of the Lord; ſhe 


anſwered, She hoped ſhe ſhould ;* and ſupplicated 
the Lord; ina heavenly frame of mind, to the reach- 


ing of the ſtanders by, and the Lord's goodneſs and 


preſence was felt. She deſired thoſe preſent, © to be 
ready when the Lord called for them ;* faying, 
© you know not whether he may call at midnight, 
or at cock-crow, or at dawnung of the day.” ins 
ne 
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One time, being under great affliction, ſhe ſaid, 
© Lord, give me eaſe, and grant me patience ;” which 
in a little time ſhe received, and made her acknow- 
ledzment unto the Lord for the ſame, ſaying, © O 
© Lord, when I get any caſe, it comes from thee.” 
A relation of her's being by, deſired a book to pray 
by her, to whom ſhe aniwered (with reſpect to 
prayer) © it is beyond books.“ She ſpake of the 
goodneſs of God, and what he had done for her, 
ſaying, I deſire I may praiſe him while I live.” 
And to her ſiſter ſhe faid, I deſire thou mayſt be 
© a good child, and the Lord will love thee ; for the 
© Lord loves all that draw near to him.” 

One evening ſeveral of her friends came to viſit 
her, and fat down in ſilence, waiting upon the Lord; 
in which time his preſence was wonderfully felt and 
witneſſed among them, inſomuch that the, with 
{:veral others, were broken into tears and ſweet 
harmony: fome words ſhe uttered, which were not 
noted, 9 8 fr 
A friend then preſent, kneeling down to prayer, 
ſupplicated the Lord for her. To one taking leave 
of her, Eleanor ſaid, My dear friend, the Lord 
be with thee and with me. Oh ! that I may praiſe 
him whilſt I have a day; for he is worthy, wor- 
thy, for his great mercy and kindneſs. Truth 
is precious : oh ! that every one would come to 
it, and that many would come and taſte of it. 
Oh! that I may make ftrait ſteps whilſt I am 
here; for good is the Lord: he hath been very 
good to me all along. Oh ! that many were par- 
takers of his goodneſs; oh! what this truth is, 
that many may know and be partakers of it, 
and that we may honour the Lord, for he is wor- 
thy, he is worthy of all honour. The Lord was 
never ſo good to me as now; oh! this was a good 
opportunity :* with many other words, which, by 
reaſon of weakneſs, and her voice being low, could 
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not be well underſtood ; but ſhe remained ſenſible 
to the laſt, and on the 8th of the eighth month, 
1713, departed this life, and was buried the 11th at 
Rayby in the county of Durham. 


— . ̃—— 


Ty ICHARD KINMAN, who was truly owned 

and in unity with his friends, of an upright 
aid blameleſs life and converſation, and loved the 
truth, and ſometimes bore teſtimony to it in meet- 
ings. 

" little time before he departed this life, he ſaid, 
© I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he hath 
© done that for me, none elſe can do; and I believe 
© it will be well with me;* with which teſtimony 
friends declared their unity. 

This account is publiſhed to ſhew how this honeſt 
ancient man retained his integrity, died in the faith, 
and obtained a good report. He died the 23d of the 
tenth month, 1713, at Biſhampton in Worceſter- 
ihire, aged 72 years. 


SABEL GILL, wife of Joſeph Gill, was 
born near Carliſle in Cumberland, in the year 
1670, of honeſt parents, who were convinced of 
the truth, with moſt of the family, in her young 
years : about the age of twenty, ſhe went to Lon- 
don, where ſhe lived ſeven years; and after her 
return into Cumberland, was married, and ſoon after 
went with her huſband into Ireland, and ſettled at 

Dublin. | 
She was a loving and faithful wife, a true help- 
meet both in ſpiritual and temporal. concerns 0 2 
tender 
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tender mother to children; 


. a good example to her 

a ſervants in plainneſs; a woman of an excellent tem- 

t ; per and good underſtanding, cheerful, and loving 
min her family, having attained to a 4 degree of 
grovrth in the truth, more in ſubſtance than in | ſhew ; j | 
3 Aa feryent lover of honeſt friends, and open-hearted 
LS to them. | 

2 Towards the latter end of her time, ſhe was much | 

4 f attended with inhrmities and weakneſs of body, yet 

it | cheerful in her ſpirit, truly ſympathizing with her | 

a Z huſband under exerciſes ; encouraging and helping 

2 J him forward, in what the was ſenſible was his duty, 
my often adviſing him, Io be careful to do his day's | 

1, 8 © work in his day ;* cheerfully giving him up, and 

tn putting him forward to go abroad upon truth's ac- 

ve--1 J count, even when ihe had need of his company at 

1y | * home, by reaſon of her weakneſs ; often expreſſing 
= her deſire, Never to hinder him, although his com- | 

ft pany was dear to her,” and when he was abroad | 

th, concealed her illneſs, I the ſhould draw him home 

e doo ſoon. 

r- = Some time before her deceaſe, when confined to 
her chamber, by reaſon of bodily weakneſs, many 
friends came to viſit her, and often had ſweet ſeaſons 
2 with her, the Lord's power and preſence breaking 
| forth, to the tendering them together. She often | 
| expreſſed a concern for the good of others, teſtify- 

Was ing, That the Lord was angry, becauſe of pride, | 

as. © drunkenneſs, and other wickedneſs ;* and faith- | 

of fully admoniſhed ſeveral that came to viſit her, giv- 

ung 5 ing advice ſuitable to their ſtates and conditions, 

A which the had often a clear ſenſe of, and would de 

der ſire them to prepare for ſuch a time, meaning a 

er dying bed; exprelſſing her ſatisfaction with the Lord's 

1 at dealings with her, and the comfort and peace that 

ſhe enjoyed. in him, often praiſing him for his pre- | 
elp- ſervation and goodneſs to her from a child to that | 

- 2 time. 
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She ſaid to her huſband, My dear, doſt thou 
© give me up? Pray give me up freely to the Lord 
that gave me to thee; he is worthy to be ſub- 
© mitted unto ; his ſecret hand was with us, in 
© bringing us together, and we felt his love and 
© living preſence at our marriage, and it is with us 
© at this time, and I hope will be at our parting : 
© be not troubled to ſtay behind me, the Lord that 
© hath been with us together, will be with thee, and 
© help thee, and bear thee up in all exerciſes and 
© dithcultics, and provide for thee, if thou {till keep 
© near him, and ſerve him, according to his requir- 
« ings:* with more expreſſions to the ſame effect. 

Obſerving her eldeſt daughter, and another friend 
crying by her, ſhe ſaid, Cry not for me, but for 
© yourſelves ;* and preſſed them ſeveral times, To 
© take care and lay up ſomething againſt a time of 
© need, and ſeck to be married to the Lord, and that 
© will be a good marriage. I ſee no cauſe to cry, 
© or be ſorrowful for me, for I am happy;' as ſhe 
had often ſenſibly expreſſed, That her peace was 
© made with the Lord, and ſhe was not afraid, or 
diſmayed at death, but was freely reſigned to the 


port from her childhood, and now found him near 
to help her over exerciſes, and make her willing 
to leave her tender babes, and all that was dear 
to her, to his providence,” | | 

A publick friend being in town, who had viſited 
her in the evening, ſhe ſent for him next morning, 
and having a concern upon her, charged him, To 
© cry 2gainſt the crown of pride, and drunkenneſs,” 
ſaying, © The Lord hath put an arrow in thy hand, 
let it fly, and ſpare not.” 

When ſome young women came to viſit her, ſhe 
charged tnem, * Not to be high-minded, or give 
« way to pride and nicety, by reaſon of the riches 
© their parents might have to give them, which 
ER © would 
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© would be of no value without the bleſſing of the 
Lord; which ſhe adviſed them to ſeek after above 
© all things.” | 

At another time, when ſome young married wo- 
men viſited her, ſhe adviſed and warned them, © Not 
© to be nice, or high-minded, neither deck or adorn 
© their children too nicely, dreſſing them up like 
© pictures, and then admiring them ;? for if the 
did ſo, the Lord would take them away from them; 
* but to keep them clean and ſweet, and the Lord 
© would bleſs them.” | 

Some that had been of looſe and ungodly con- 


verſation, ſhe adviſed, © Jo keep under judgment, 


and plainly told one perſon, © "That he was too high, 
© and had abundance yet to go through for his tranſ- 
© greſhon ; and that if he did not come down lower, 
© he would fall again.“ 

Her diſtemper increaſing, and being often in great 
pain, ſhe was concerned to pray to the Lord for 
ſome eaſe, * That ſhe might know what it was 
© before her departure, and that he would give her 


© an eaſy paſſage.” Both which requeſts the Lord 


was graciouſly pleaſed to grant her ; for about two 
weeks before her death ſhe obtained great eaſe, and 
lay pretty quiet, without any diſcernible alteration. 
She departed as one falling aſleep in a quiet manner, 
in the city of Dublin, the 8th of the twelfth month, 


1713. | | 


USANNA GARTON, widow of William 
Garton, late of Ifield in the county of Suflex, 
was one that in her young years received the bleſſed 
truth in the love of it, and walked faichfulty therein 
to the end of her days. It may be truly ſaid, She 
© was a mother in God's Iſrael ;* a preacher of righte- 
ouſneſs in her day, not fo much in words, as in = 
| an 
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and converſation ; though it pleaſed the Lord, to- 
wards her latter days, to beſtow on her a gift of the 
miniſtry, which, though ſmall, .was very found and 
acceptable. | 

She was of a meek and lowly mind, not eſteem-— 


ing herſelf becauſe of any ſervice ſhe was found in; 


but was humbled in thankfulneſs to the Lord, for 
that he had in any meaſure accounted her worthy, 
and enabled her to be ſerviceable in the church, 
thinking no ſervice therein too mean for her to be 
employed in. She was given to hoſpitality, and an 
entcrtainer of ſtrangers, willing to wath the diſciples 
feet, took care of the widows and fatherleſs, and 
viſited the afflicted : to do good and communicate, 
as the Lord had bleſſed her, ſhe was not unmindful; 
for with ſuch ſacrifice the knew the Lord was well 
pleaſed. 

She was alſo a checrſul ſufferer with her dear huſ- 
band for the teitimony of truth, being often left to 
manage his affairs in the world, while he lay in 
priſon for his teſtimony againſt tithes, and ſome- 
times for meeting to worſhip the Lord : all which 
ſhe bore and went through with great cheerfulneſs 
and zeal for the Lord, rather ccunting it all joy or 
rejoicing, that they were counted _— not on] 
to believe, but allo to ſuffer for the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt's ſake, whoſe love and favour was more to 
them than all che world, or the enjoyments that were 
therein : and theretore they did not reaſon with fleſh 
and blood, but were faithtully given up to ſerve the 
Lord with all that he had bleſſed them with, believ- 
ing the righteous ſhould never be forſaken, nor their 
ſeed be found begging their bread, if they likewiſe 
followed their ſteps. Words are indecd too ſhort 
to ict forth the worth and value of ſuch elders, who 
through faith and patient ſuflering have obtained a 
good report, and left a ſweet ſavour behind them; 
of whom it may be faid, though their bodies be dead, 

- | their 


hs fy) 1 


PIETY PROMOTED. 213 


their ſpirits live, and their memorial is ſweet to the 
living and ſincere in heart, who had acquaintance 
with them, who will in their hearts ſet their ſeals to 
this teſtimony. 
This worthy woman was alſo a pattern of great 
jainneſs, and was often grieved to ſee and hear of 
the ſuperfluity that abounded among ſome of the 
profeſiors of truth, and the undue liberty they took, 
ſaying, © It was not fo in the beginning, for then 
© there was nothing too near and dear to part with 
© for truth's fake.” She was likewiſe much troubled 
to hear tae needleſs vain talking, and fooliſh jeſting, 
and to ſee the light and airy carriage among ſuch, 
which is unbecoming our holy profeſſion, ſaying, 
« Time ought not to be ſo ſpent; for an account 


© muſt be given unto God for all theſe things.“ It 


pleaſed the Lord to preſerve her out of ſuch things 
to the end of her days; and it is not doubted but 
the Lord hath given her a portion among his re- 
deemed ones, 

What can be written cannot add to her happineſs, 
but is written in fear and true love, with deſire that 


thoſe into whoſe hands it may come, may be en- 


couraged to hold on their way, and that drooping 
fouls may look to the Rock that followed the an- 
cients, and was with them in all their tribulations, 
Unto which Rock they now ſing praiſes, and render 
honour, glory and thankſgiving for ever. Amen. 

It was the care of this worthy matron to walk 


; circumſpectly in the time of her health; and when 


it pleaſed the Lord to viſit her with weakneſs, which 
continued and increaſed on her for about half a year, 
the was preſerved in great patience, quietneſs and 
reſignation to the will of God, often ſaying, It is 
preparation for my end, and I am well content; 
for the Lord hath given me many days; and if 
this had not come upon me, I could not expect to 
live long in this world,” 

Although 


| 
' 
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Although ſhe was one of few words in her health, 
yet in her illneſs ſhe wanted not for a word of advice 
to thoſe that came to viſit her. She was much con- 
cerned for her grandchildren, and when any of them 
came to ſee her, ſhe adviſed them to prize their pre- 
cious time, ſaying, © I was once young as well as 
© you, or others, and delighted in the pleaſures and 
vanities of this world; but the Lord in his love 
and mercy met with me, yea, he laid the axe to 
the very root of the tree, and made me willing to 
part with all my lovers, my pride and vanities, and 
become a fool and a gazing- ſtock to the world: but 
all was as nothing to me in that day, in compariſon 
to the love and favour of God to my poor ſoul, 
that had long wanted peace with the Lord. And 
in that day it was my care to accompany myſelf 
with thoſe that I thought walked moſt circum- 
ſpectly, and dwelt neareſt the Lord in their ſpi- 
rits; and not to look out at, or take example by 
thoſe that were moſt for liberty, as too many 
now do.“ 

Then in much thankfulneſs ſhe ſaid, © Oh! it was 
© a good day, a bleſſed day, a day never to be for- 
© gotten, my foul hath it in gratefu] remembrance 
0 
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before the Lord,. praiſed be his holy name for his 

goodneſs.” And with tears of joy ſhe exhorted 
all © to be faithful unto death, that they might ob- 
© tain a crown of life.“ 

Again, upon ſome coming to viſit her, and aſk- 
ing her how ſhe did; ſhe anſwered, © I am going a 
© little before, and you muſt follow after : all had 
© need to be faithful to the gift they have received. 
I never found that going to meeting barely would 
© do for me; we mult all be faithful according to 
© what we have received, and there is no more 
© required.” 

Another time, a friend of London being with 

her, ſhe tenderly inquired after the affairs of truth, 
8 ſaying, 


— 
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| ſaying, How do friends in that great city come up 
© in good order and diſcipline in the church ? Are 
© they truly concerned to ſeek out the loſt ſheep, 
N > _ © that they be brougnt home again?“ And when ſhe 
„took leave of the friend, ſhe ſaid, Farewell, I ſhall 
1 | © never fee thee again in this world, but hope to 
b have a part in that which is to come.“ 
: | She was preſerved in great tenderneſs and broken- 
© nass of ſpirit all the time of her illneſs, and often 
1 | ſaid to her friends that came to viſit her, © I do not 


* * < \veep becauſe I ſee death approaching; for I cried 


5 to the Lord, that if any thing did he in my way, 
he would be pleaſed to ſhew it me; but 1 do not 
4 * tind any thing laid to my charge. Another time, 
e waen ſome friends came to vitit her, pouring out 
* tears in a feet frame of ſpirit, ſhe ſaid, © I believe 
1— that ſaying will be fulfilled on me, That thoſe 
5 „ that ſow in tears ſhall reap in joy.” 

Y She often expreſſed her great thankfulneſs, that 
1 | tne Lord ſhould open the hearts of many to viſit her 
i in ber weakneſs 3 and acknowledged the goodneſs 
cr. 2nd mercy of the Lord, faying, How wonderfully 
ce | donc is the Lord to me, a poor creature! What 
nis © # gentle hand doth he lay upon me! — How 
: EZ < comfortably have I reſted this night! What a 
ed | © mercy do T ive at the Lord's hand, in thi 

». nercy do I receive at the Lor and, in this m 

| = © weak condition, that I can fleep fo ſweetly And 
K. wich tears of joy ſhe gave thanks to God for his 
» a eoercat favour and goodneſs to her, ſaying, I ſpend 
dad many hours in thinking upon the Lord and his 
ed. doodneſs. I admire how people can lay them 
ud © down and fall aſleep, and not think upon the Lord, 
to and fee or conſider how things are with them.'— 
Len Sometimes ſhe would expreſs her deſire to be diſſolv- 

ed and go to the Lord; but it was in a reſigned 

b frame of ſpirit, ſaying, O Lord, grant I may pa- 
= * tiently wait thy appointed time, knowing thy time 
fing, is the belt time. | 


And 
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And afterwards faid, © I muſt go to my God,” She 
lifted up her eyes, folded her hands, and gave up 
her ſoul in ſweetneſs to the Lord, without either ſigh 
or groan, the 10th of the firſt month, 1714, and was 
buried at Charlewood in Surry, her corpſe being 
accompanied by many friends, neighbours, and re- 
lations ; aged 79 years. 


HEBE DOUGHTY, wife of William 
Doughty, of Fluſhing in New-England. She 
Was dutiful to her parents, and a great comfort to 
them; when a child, was mindful of eternity, and 
had God in her thoughts, and would inquire the 
meaning of ſome Scriptures. She was never given 
to ſpeak that which was not true, Many prayers 
ſhe put up unto God, that hears the contrite in 
heart, and he anſwered her petitions to her great 
comfort ; for ſhe declared the Lord had given her 
allurance of her ſalvation, and death was no terror 
to her, and that © ſhe had rather die than live longer 
in this troubleſome world; though,” ſaid ſhe, <1 
© have not wanted that which is convenient for me: 
© | have as dear a huſband as a woman need to have, 
© a tender mother, and a ſweet. child, yet it is better 
© for me to go and leave you all; this is the beſt 
time, for I am going to meet my Lord Jeſus.'— 
She ſaid to her huſband, ſome time before ſhe died, 
My dear, we muſt part, it is made known to me: 
© give me up freely.” She deſired all about her, to 
© be faithful to improve the talents which they had 
© all received from the Lord, and put it not off to a 
© dying hour, for that is poor work. Oh how hard 
© a thing will it be to die and want peace with God; 
but it is joy and comfort to me to depart this life; 
for it was ſaid to me, after my great exerciſe, Thy 
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peace is made; and I have nothing to charge my- 
< ſelf with ſince.” 

She defired her mother to te]l her ſiſter from her, 
The Lord had beſtowed a great deal on her, and 
© where much is given, much is required ;* and ad- 
viſed, ſhe might © improve her talent, and not put it 
« off till a dying hour,” ſaying, © if ſhe could fee her 
© poor ſiſter, ſhe would give her good counſel.” 

She ſpake to others to the ſame effect, and uttered 
many weighty expreſſions in prayer, which were net. 
noted down. On the day ſhe died, ſhe ſaid to her 
mother, © Mother, I leave thee my little ſon, take 
© him as thy own, I give him to thee, and bring him 
* up in the way of truth, to be ſure in the way of 
truth.“ — She ſpake of the goodneſs of God and 
his mercies to her, and declared her full ſatisfaction 
of her future well-being, often ſaying, Sweet Jeſus,” 
and that © ſhe was ready.* After ſhe had been fer- 
vent in prayer, and therein defired the Lord © to open 
© the door for her,“ ſhe ſaid, © Sweet Jeſus, my truſt 
is in thee;* 

She departed the loth of the firſt month, 1714, 
and her remains accompanied with many friends and 
others to the meeting-houſe in Fluſhing, and after 
meeting to the burying-ground near the market- 
houſe, were decently interred on the 12th. 
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ANER Cos TARO, ſon of John and Ruth 
Coſtard, of Amerſham in the county of Bucks, 


Vas of an innocent converſation, dutiful and affec- 


tionate to his parents, religiouſly inclined from his 
infancy, and took great delight in reading the holy 
Scriptures, eſpecially the New- Teſtament. 
He lived with his grandfather, and was brought 
up by him in his practice, being a phyſician ; and 
Vol. II. 1 8 though 
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though not in profeſſion with the people called , 
Quakers, yet this young man came to receive that i 
holy truth profeſſed by them, and to experience the MT 


work of it in his heart, as may appear by what he 
wrote in the time of his weakneſs, and by what he 
expreſſed to his mother near his end, as herein after 


is related. 4 
He writ the following thankful acknowledgment 1 
of the many mercies he received, and of the gra- 
cious dealings of the Lord with him. 3 
5 
THE dead, O Lord, cannot thee praiſe ; FS 
But 'tis the living, they Wo, 


Whom thou haſt quicken'd, and doſt raiſe 
To walk thy holy way. 

Thy name they praiſe and magnify, V 
As doth my ſoul with joy; _ 

Joy which is fix'd on thee on high, = 
In which there is no cloy. 


I'll bleſs thy name, O God of love; : 
Nor will I ceaſe to own, 1 
How on my heart thou firſt did move, = 
And made thy mercies known. = , 


Whilſt yet a ſtranger to thy ways, 
Thou often didſt appear, 

And in my early tender days 
Reveal'd thy preſence near. 


And when I knew thee not, yet felt 4 
Thy ſecret touches nigh, 
How haſt thou made my heart to melt, f 
And rais'd a ſecret cry, 
That thou wouldſt unto me make known ; 
Thy ſaving truth and way, | 
And that when thou thy ways hadſt ſhew : 
I might not go aſtray : ; 


But that my infant feet might tread 
Thy way of life and light, 
Taught 
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Taught by thy grace, and thereby led 
In it to take delight. 

Thou heard'ſt my ſecret breathings, Lord, 
And by degrees didſt ſhew 

What I thould ſhun, with what accord, 
And what thou'dſt have me do. 

And when aſide I have been drawn, 
And ſwerv'd from thy command, 

Thou thy paternal love haſt ſhewn 
By a chaſtizing hand : 

For every ſon that thou doſt love, 
Thou alſo doſt chaſtize, 

That fo thou mayſt obedience move, 
And teach to he more wiſe. 

When I returned have to thee 
Wich all my heart and might, 

1 hou haſt not gracious faiPd to be, 
Or hid thy precious light, 

And when oa every ſide beſet, 
In raging tempeſts toſt ; 

Though try'd, thou didſt not me forget, 
Or ſuffer to be loſt. 

Thou haſt rebuk'd the winds, and they 


At thy command were {till ; 


Satan himſelf did thee obey, 


As ſubject to thy will. 
And though (that thou mightſt make it known 
How fin diſpleaſeth thee,) 
Thou haſt thy juſt diſpleaſure ſhewn, 
And hid thy face from me. 
Thou haſt appear'd to give relief 
When moſt diſconſolate, 
I droop'd beneath my pain and grief, 
And mourn'd my wretched ſtate ; 
Even unto this very day 
Thy mercies have been ſhewn, 
And thy aſſiſtance in that way 
Thou haſt to me made known. 
+2 When 
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When pain and ſickneſs have aſſail'd, 
Thou haſt not me forſook ; 
The enemy has not prevail'd, 
Who would my faith have ſhook, 
Therefore with praiſe my heart is full, 
My mouth 1s open'd too, 
What thou for me haſt done, to tell, 
What thou for thine canſt do 
Thou that didit underneath ſuſtain 
In time of greateſt need, 
Who doſt and wilt thy own maintain 
And bleſs thy precious ſced, 
Thou art the God whom J adore, 
O ever gracious Lord | 
Me to preſerve I thee implore, 
Oh ! keep me by thy word, 
T. E. 


Another time before he died, being ſomething re- 
covered, he wrote what follows: 


Now in my ſickneſs I could ſee 

It was the effect of love to me. 

"hat it was love, and love moſt true, 
That was my great phyſician too. 

I ſaw and felt a hand to move | 
Of great compaſſion, greateſt love 
Love, which can never be expreſs'd, 
Nor never be enough confeſs'd. 

And now if death ſhould take away, 
Life from this painful lump of clay, 
**F'would be the effect of love to me, 
From farther pain and danger free, 
If {till exiſtence here I know, 

I truſt this love will with me go. 
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He alſo wrote the following verſes. 


I. 
On wings of love and contemplation ſoar 
My ſoul to the angelick thore, 
By facred ſilence mount on high, 
Exalt thyſelf by true humility. 
Let not earth's interpoſing clog thy way, 
But through its vail behold eternal day. 
And let the beams of holy light, 
Which only can afford delight, 
Thy path enlighten, and direct thy ſight. 


II. | 
Thou know'ſt, my ſoul, the place to wait, 
Where to attend at wiſdom's gate; 
Grovel no longer here below, 
With patience there attend to know 
TH inſtructions that from wiſdom flow, 
Who teaches that humility, 
(Preceding to ariſing high) 
Which gives thee wings, and bids thee fly. 
Let nothing then invite thy ſtay, 
With ſuch a heavenly guide take wing away, 
There's always danger in too long delay. 


ITE.. 
As nearer this poor earthly tenement, 
By ſickneſs haſten'd to a ſwift deſcent, . 
Is to its firſt original of clay, | 
And to the ſilent grave is on its way, 
Oh! mayſt thou nearer to a bleſt eſtate, 
For that great change with patience wait; 
Mayſt thou, my ſoul, unſhock'd remain, 
No ſlaviſh fear e'er entertain; 
But as the body does decay, 


Mayſt thou ariſe and traverſe on thy way. 
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Ariſe, ariſe, mount up, my ſoul, and ſing, 
Worſhip and praiſe thy high and heavenly king, 
Who hath ſo gracious been to thee, 
His way and truth to let thee ſee ; 
The way to true felicity, 
Who by his ſpirit did appear, 
And thy redemption offer'd near, 
Affording help, O wond'rous love! 
Mayſt thou ne'er diſobedient prove; 
But be obſequious to his will, 
Obey his voice, and bis commands ful fil. 


T. C. 


He likewiſe ſpoke ſeveral excellent things which 
were not noted; for he was much devoted to the ſer- 
vice of God in the time of his health, and very dili- 
gent to wait upon the Lord; and when very young 
he learned to read, and often wept when he read of 
the ſufferings of Chriſt. 

A little before he died, his mother going to ſee him, 
ſhe ſaid to him, © I am made eaſy and willing to part 
with thee, becauſe I have ſatisfaction it will be well 
* with thee.“ To which he replied, looking on her 
very gravely, and with a pleaſing countenance, *© I 
© know it will be well, I know it will be well, I know 
it will be well.“ 

When he departed, it was obſerved to be in great 
ſtillneſs and ſweetneſs, and thoſe preſent felt the life 
and power of God in a large meaſure, to their comfort 
at that time, which was as an aſſurance to them, that 


it was well with him, and that the Lord took him to 


himſelf. 8 

He died the 2 3d of the firſt month, 1714, and his 
corpſe was accompanied from the meeting-houſe at 
Amerſham, by many friends and others who loved and 
efteemed him, and interred in friends burying-ground 


there ; aged about 22 years. 
. JOSEPH 
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OSEPH BAYNES, of Stangerthwaite, in the 
] county of Weſtmoreland, was born of honeſt pa- 
rents. In his young years he was deſirous to attain 
to the true knowledge of God, which God graciouſly 
anſwered to his ſoul, he being convinced of the blcſled 
truth, by that faithful ſervant of Chriſt, George Fox, 
at his firſt coming into theſe parts, in the year 1652, 
by whoſe miniſtry he was turned to the light of Chriſt 
4 and came to ſee the emptineſs of thoſe outward 
forms and ceremonies in which he had been educated. 
He was a man that truly loved and feared the Lord, 


making it his daily care, to keep his conſcience void 
of offence towards God and man. 


Some time after his convincement, it pleaſed the 


Lord to open his mouth ina publick teſtimony for the 
truth he was convinced of. 

His doctrine was ſound, exprefling himſelf with 
clear diſtinCtion, and a, grave countenance. His de- 
portment was ſuch as very much adorned his miniftry,, 
which rendered his ſervice the more acceptable both 
to friends, and others not profeſſing with us, amongſt 
whom he gained a good eſteem. | 

He ſuffered joytully the ſpoiling of his goods, for 
his teſtimony againſt the antichriſtian yoke of tithes, 
and on divers other accounts for truth's ſake. He 
endured many impriſonments with ſtedfaſtneſs and 
creat patience, being truly thankful that the Lord 
had counted him worthy to ſuffer for his name. 

In the latter part of his time he travelled much in 
this nation for many years. He had a great eſteem 


for the yearly- meeting in London, which was mani- 
feſted by his diligent attending of it, even from his 


youth, until by old age he was unable to travel fo far. 
He very much laboured to promote love and unity 
amongſt friends; expreſſing, How hard a thing it 
< is to reconcile an oftended brother.“ | 


224 PIETY PROMOTED, 


He was a nurſing-father to the youth, lending a 
hand of help to the weak and young convinced, in or- 
der for their ſettlement and growth in the truth ; and 
was careful to viſit the ſick, imparting ſuitable advice 
and counſel. 

A little before he was attended with bodily weak- 
neſs, a concern fell upon him, Jo adviſe young men 
© and women to wait for the power of God, which 
© would work a change in their hearts,. and make 
© them new creatures ; otherwiſe (ſaid he) they will 
© but have a form of godlineſs, without the power; 
and ſuch live in an unregenerate ſtate, who produce 
the fruits of nature, but not of grace: for grace 


_ © teaches to deny ungodlineſs, and the world's luſts; 


© to live ſoberly, &c. But alas! too many of our 
© youth, for want of taking the grace for their teacher, 
go into a falſe and undue liberty in their words and 
© apparel, making no conſcience of that which the 
© power of truth made conſcience to us; for by that 
© power we were made willing to put off all ſuper- 
© fluity in eating, drinking, and wearing of apparel : 
© our words few and ſavory, for the Lord's dread was 
© before our eyes, and our peace with him was preci- 
© ous to us, which we, through obedience to the grace 
© of God in our hearts, enjoyed.“ This, with much 
more wholeſome counſel, he imparted to the youth. 

He told friends who came to viſit him, © 'T hat the 
© Lord was good to him, and that he had many preci- 
© ous openings upon the holy Scriptures, brought very 
clear before him, beyond what he had ever ſeen in 
© his life before: ſeveral. of which he ſpoke of with 
much tenderneſs and brokenneſs of heart, to the re- 
freſhment of thoſe preſent; in particular concerning 
the death and ſufferings of Chriſt, and the hard- heart- 
edneſs of that unbelieving generation, making a pa- 
rallel between them and thoſe hard-hearted and unbe- 
lieving in his ſpiritual appearance in this age of the 


world, 


abl 
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= world, © which,” ſaid he, © makes a ſorrowful im- 
dJ IR © prefiion upon my ſpirit.” 

3 J have a ſenſe, that J muſt not continue here 


” long, but muſt die and not live; but I covet not 
1 long life, hoping to be gathered to my dear brethren 
* that are gone to their reſt before me; ſignifying his 
ch aſſurance of peace to his ſoul, when his days in this 
ke world ſhould be at an end. 

1 The day before he died, he ſent for a friend whom 
r: be deſired to ſee, and ſaid to her, I much longed to 
_ © ſee thee once more; am under great affliction of 
3 * body, but hope the Lord will cut the thread of my 
"of life ere long.“ She replied, © It hath been a long 
"the © time of ilIncſs to thee;* Ves, ſaid he, but I have 
er.. had great eaſe at times, for the Lord has been very 
nd! © good and gracious to me all along, though I am 
he © not worthy of the leaſt of his mercies; but for his 
at © Son'sſake I hope he will remember me ina little time, 
7 © andeaſe me of all my pain.“ He ſpoke of ſeveral 
1 matters relating to truth, being engaged in his mind 
as ſeor the honour of it. After which he had a ſweet 
Ty time in ſupplication to ine Lord; then lifting up his 
lee dying hands (which trembled through weakneſs) he 
wu took leave of the friend, ſaying, Farewell, the Lord 
. © be with thee.“ After which, he ſaid little more, 
he but lay ſtill, as if he felt not much pain, and fo depart- 
* ed this life in much peace, upon the 26th day of the 
ry firſt month, 1714, and was buried on the 28th, in 
_ friends burying-ground, at Briggflatts, near Sedburgh; 
ith aged eighty=one years. | 

re- 

ing 
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- N ILLIAM KING, late of Oakcliff in York- 
the ſhire, was a man fearing God, of a peace- 
1d, able converſation, not only in the church, of which 


he was a faithful member, but likewiſe to ſuch as were 
| | without ; 
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without; and he obtained a good report amongſt 
both, and hath left a ſweet favour behind him. 

It pleaſed the Lord to commit unto him a diſpenſa- 
tion of the goſpel, and therein he approved himſelf a 
faithful labourer (according to the meaſure of the 
grace beſtowed) to promote truth and righteouſneſs 
in his day, and was a good example, and manifeſted 
to all, that it was his chiefeſt care to live a life an- 
fwerablc to what he made profeſſion of; often adviſing 
friends, © Jo keep to the root of life, the ſpring of 
divine wiſdom, from whence all good comes.“ 
Nie vas alſo a diligent attender of meetings, and advi- 
ſed friends to faithfulneſs therein. When his departure 
was near at hand, he gave good advice to his children, 
To keep to the truth, and to ſet their hearts and 
© (loors open to the friends of it,“ ſaying, He had 
© as much love to friends and truth as ever.“ And to 
a friend that came to viſit him, he ſaid, I am fitted 
© to die.“ At another time he ſaid, © I can with the 
© apoſtle ſay meaſurably,” “ I have fought the good 
« fight, and kept the faith, and well nigh finiſhed my 
« courſe, and there is a crown laid up for me.“ And 
often declared his full ſatisfaction concerning his fu- 
ture well-being. He alſo uttered many more weighty 
expreſſions, not noted. | | 


He departed this life the 17th of the third month, 


aged ſixty-five years. 


EBECCA TOOVEY, daughter of Joſeph 
R and Rebecca Toovey, of London, aged about 
nine years, was a dutiful and pious child; a great 
reader and lover of the holy Scriptures and friends 
books ; of an innocent and wiſe behaviour and car- 
riage, and her converſation pleaſing and' acceptable; 


though ſhe was but a young plant, it pleaſed the Lord 
Tons | to 
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to endue her with a large underſtanding in things 
both natural and divine. 5c was comely of perſon, 
virtuous in her practices, quick of apprehenſion, juſt 


and equal in all ſhe undertook, and never known to 
a 7 tcll a lie, or ſpeak an ill word. She loved to go to 
1 WE meetings, and faid, © It was ſweet to her.” 
is Some few weeks before her ſickneſs, ſhe had been 
ed ata meeting, wherein ſhe was very diligent and at- 
5 tentive to a friend, who exhorted the children of 
12 7 friends, © to make choice of the bleſſed truth for their 
of portion, whilſt they were in the enjoyment of their 
7 © health, that they might be prepared for a dying 
Vie © hour.” Whereupon ſhe was much reached and 
ure 


melted into tears, and after meeting got apart to read, 
n, which was her uſual practice. 
After ſhe was taken ill, ſhe was in great pain; but 


had her heart was filled with the incomes of the Lord's 
| to WE love and mercy, which cauſed her to utter many 
ited WE tweet and heavenly expreſſions, 

the We She bore her pain with much patience, and was 
ood WE obſerved to be deep in ſupplication to the Lord, in a 
my tender, humble and ſubmiſſive manner. And when 
And WE her pain was ſharp, ſhe often cried out, © Sweet Jeſus, 
fu- WE « give me eaſe. Sweet Jeſus look down with an eye 
;hty WR * of pity upon thy poor, poor ſervant.” 

: 1 At one time being in great pain, ſhe ſaid, 

nt J 


© Sweet Jeſus give me eaſe ; 
© For mercy I do crave: 

© And if thou wilt but give me eaſe, 
© Then mercy I ſhall have.“ 


weph Many other pathetical expreſſions, not noted, ſhe 
bout uttered in deep ſupplication and humiliation, and then 
preat ſaid, „O Lord, thou deſireſt not the death of a ſin- 
iends 


«© ner; but rather that he would repent, return, and 
live; adding, I know it to be fo,” 
Another 
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Another time ſhe ſaid, © Lord, if thou pleaſeſt thou 
© canſt give me eaſe. And again, © Lord, thou wilt 
© help them that love and fear thee. O Lord, re- 
© member thy poor ſervant, and give me alittle caſe.” 
Secing the maid cry, ſhe aſked her what ſhe cried 
for; the maid ſaw, © To ſee thee fo full of pain; 
to which the child replied, © Do not cry, I ſhall be 
« wellin a while.“ 

And perceiving her ſchoolmiſtreſs, R. Trafford, 
to be troubled for her, ſhe ſaid, Dear miſtreſs, do 
© not be troubled ; there is a reſt prepared for the 
© righteous. There is no caſe here, but there is eaſe 
< in heaven.” 

She alſo ſaid, *© It is a fad thing to ſpeak bad words, 
and to tell lies, which I never did.” 

Near her end, ſhe ſaid to her maid, © I wiſh thee 
well, and I ſhall be well.“ Then mentioning her 
relations and particular acquaintance, ſhe bid them 
farewell, and departed this life in a ſweet frame of 
ſpirit, at Croydon in Surry, on the 8th of the fourth 
month, 1714, and was buried in friends burying- 
ground near Bunhill-helds. 


A 


ANNAH HILL, daughter of Richard Hill þ 


and Hannah his wife, of Philadelphia in Penn- 
ſylvania, was a child of a very ſober and courteous 
behaviour ; a pattern of piety, plainneſs, and obedi- 
ence to parents, and of an obliging temper unto all: 
religiouſly inchned when very young, and diligent in 
reading the holy Scriptures, as appears by the fol- 
lowing teſtimonies given concerning her. On the 
23d of the fifth month, 1714, being the ſixth day of 
the week, ſhe was ſeized with a violent fever and flux, 
which ſo increaſed upon her, that the third day fol- 
lowing, both herſelf and others preſent, expected 5 
wou 
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would then have departed, but the Lord was pleaſed 
to continue her a little longer, to teſtify of his goodneſs 
for the encouragement of the living, for-at this time 
ſhe was in a deep travail of ſpirit about her future 
ſtate, and divers times would ſay, Am I prepared? 
Am I prepared? Oh! that I might die the death of 


229 


© the righteous, and be numbered with them at the 


© right hand. Oh Almighty God! prepare me for 
© thy kingdom of glory.“ And ſhe earneſtly intreated 
thoſe about her, to help with their prayers, that her 
paſſage might be made eaſy : a friend preſent being 
moved thereto, knecled down and prayed ; during 
which time, notwithſtanding her extreme pain, ſhe lay 
ſtill with great attention, lifting up her hands and eyes: 
a little after ſhe ſaid, © Father, I ſhall die, and am now 
very willing.” After ſome time ſhe ſaid, O moſt. 
© glorious God, now give me patience I beſeech thee, 
© with humility to bear what it ſhall pleaſe thee to la 

© upon thy poor afflicted handmaid.“ After this ſhe 
entirely made death her choice, and would often ſay, 
© She had rather die and go to God, than continue in 
© this world of trouble;* adding, When will the 
© meflenger come? oh! haſten thy meſſenger.” Then 
turning to her father, ſhe ſaid, Oh! that I could 
launch away like a boat that fails, ſo I would go to 
my dear brother, who is gone to heaven before me.” 
Defiring thoſe preſent not to grieve; ſaying, I am 
© but going to a better place.“ Doctor Owen com- 
ing to viſit her, ſhe defired him to fit down by her, and 
faid, © All the town knows thou art a good doctor, 
but I knew from the beginning that 1 ſhould die, 
and that all your endeavours would fignify nothing; 
the Lord hath hitherto given me patience, and I 
ſtill pray to him for more, that I may be enabled to 
hold out to the end, for my extremity of pain is 
© very great.“ She earneſtly requeſted of her parents 


" oo, i RT 


to give her up freely to the will of God, ſaying, * It 
* would be better both for them and her ſo to do.“ 
Vol. II. U 


And 
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And when ſhe thought ſhe had prevailed, ſhe ſaid, 


Now | am eaſy in my mind.“ When ſome ſeemed 
to encourage her with hopes of recovery, the ſaid, 
Why is there ſo much to do about mie, who am but 
© poor duſt and aſhes? we are all but as clay, and muſt 
© die; Iam going now, another next day, and fo one 
© after another, the whole world paſſes away.“ One 
taking leave of her ſaid, © I intend to ſee you again 
© to-morrow ;* ſhe replied, © Thou mayſt ſee me, 
© but I ſhall ſcarcely ſee thee any more, though I will 
© not be poſitive; God's will be done.” She would 
fay to her dear mother, Art thou ſorry I am going! 
and to others about her, © Why are ye troubled and 
« weep, ſeeing IJ am but going to a better place ?? 
adding, Oh! that the meſſenger would come, that 
my glaſs was run.“ At another time ſhe ſaid, © O 
my dear mother, I fear the Lord is diſpleaſed with 
me :* one anſwered, © Dear child, why ſhouldit 
thou entertain ſuch thoughts ?? © Becauſe,” ſaid ſhe, 
I am continued thus long to endure this extremity 
of body, which none knows but myſelf, nor can any 
think how great my pains are.” But it pleaſed the 
Lord to remove her doubt, for afterwards ſhe ſaid to 
her father, © I think the Lord has ſhewed me, I do 
not bear all this for myſelf only, glory be to his in- 
© finite name, there is nothing can be compared to 
him.“ And when the firſt-day of the week came, 
ſhe aſked © If her mother intended to go to the meet- 
< ing ;* who anſwered, no, ſhe could not leave her 
dear child in that condition; then faid ſhe, ©* Let my 
© couſins go, for it may be the Lord will be diſpleaſ- 
© ed, if all the family ſtay at home;“ adding, not 
to look upon one another, but to wait upon God.” 
She would repeatedly ſay, © She was freely reſigned, 
© and willing to ſubmit to the will of God, whether 
in life or death; and was frequent in prayer to the 
Almighty, humbly beſeeching the Lord to grant her 
Patience, and divers times put up her ſupplications to 

15 him 


R K nn Aa 


GO K A 


5 - 22 


— — ” os. nbd dit 


- 


A RT WA »K 


1C 


PIETY PROMOTED. 231 


him for © living water, and that it might ſpring up 
* in her unto eternal life.“ Not long before her de- 
parture, ſhe ſaid, * Father, the Lord hath aſſured me 
© | ſhail be happy;' it was anſwered, that is com- 
fortable indeed; © Ay,” replied ſhe, © this is matter of 
joy and rejoicing, can my foul ſay by living expe- 
© rience.? When ſhe took her leave of her ſiſter, and 
her couſin Lloyd Zachary, whom ſhe dearly loved, 
ſhe expreſſed herſelf thus: Dear ſiſter, my deſires 
are that thou mayſt fear God, be dutiful to thy 
parents, love truth, keep to meetings, and be an 
example of plainneſs. Dear couſin, be a good boy, 
obſerve thy uncle and aunt's advice, and the Lord 
will bleſs thee, and they will regard thee as their 
own, and do for thee.” During the time of her 
illneſs, ſhe ſpoke often of her funeral, and deſired that 
friends and others might be invited, mentioning di- 
vers by name; and ſome ſtrangers who were lately 
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come into the country. So ſhe recommended her 


ſpirit to God, ſaying, © Glory, glory, glory ;* and as 
with the ſound of an hymn, this innocent maid clofed 
her eyes, and expired as one falling into a ſweet ſleep, 
without ſigh or groan. She departed this life the 2d 


of the fixth month, 17 14, aged eleven years and about 
three months, 


An Abridgment of Thomas Chalkley's Teſtimony 


concerning Hannah Hill, junior, 


THERE is ſomething on my mind to write in 
memory of that dear innocent ſoul Hannah Hill, 
junior, who departed this life in the twelfth year of 
her age in peace with God, and in great love and 


unity with his people, and in much atlurance of her 


own eternal happineſs, 


I was well acquainted with this tender young 
maiden for ſeveral years before ſhe died, and took good 


2 notice 
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notice of her converſation, which was bright and 
ſhining in that which is commendable in youth. Oh! 
faith my ſoul, that the youth of our age, and this city, 
might follow her example ; ſhe was a pattern of piety, 
plainneſs, and obedience to parents, and of a womanly 
and obliging temper unto all, | 

It was my lot to be for ſome months a cohabiter in 
the family, and I obſerved that ſhe was always very 
dutiful to her parents, loving to her friends and neigh- 
bours, and kind to the ſervants both white and black, 
I alſo obſervec, that many times when other children 
were at play in the ſtreets, ſhe would be either at her 
book or needle, at both which ſhe was dexterous, and 
it rather ſeemed a delight to her than a burden. She 
had an extraordinary talent in reading the holy Scrip- 
tures, and other good books, in which ſhe took much 
delight: may the minds of young people be ſtirred up 
by her example to put the ſame in practice, is my 
hearty deſire. 

This teſtimony J have to give concerning her, that 
ſhe lived and died beloved, and the loſs of her is la- 


mented by thoſe who knew her: one great virtue I EI 


may not omit mentioning, which would be very be- 
coming in Chriſtians of riper years, viz. ſhe would 
often ſympathize with thoſe who were in affliction, or 
under excrciſe, of which I was a witneſs, which great- 
ly affected my heart to conſider, that her years were ſo 
green, and her ſoul ſo ripe. May all who caſt their 
eyes on theſe lines, ſay with the man of God of old, 
„Oh! that I had wings like a dove, for then would I 
„ fly away and beat reſt,” Pſalm ly. 6. 


An Abridgment of Griffith Owen's Teſtimony con- 
cerning Hannah Hill. 


THE Lord hath been pleaſed in his great love, 
to give a gift of manifeſtation of his holy Spirit, 5 
15 . e 
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the ſons and dau ghters of men, to ſhew unto them the 
way toeternal happineſs, and to help them to walk in 


it. And although it is univerſally extended, yet thoſe 


who give up their hearts to obey and follow the mani- 


feſtations and requirings thereof, do only find favour 


with God, and are good examples to mankind in their 
generation; patterns of righteouſneſs, meekneſs, humi- 
lity, ſelf-denial, patience, temperance, godlineſs, 
brotherly-kindneſs, and charity; theſe are fruits of 
the holy Spirit, which have evidently appeared in fome 
of our times when young in years, amongſt whom may 
be recorded Hannah Hill; conſidering how ſhe ſpent 
that ſhort time the Lord was pleaſed to give her in 
this world ; her meck and godly behaviour from a 
child, her dutifulneſs to her parents, her love and 


good-will to all, but eſpecially to thoſe who walked 


in obedience to the truth. I knew her from a child, 
and I never beheld any airy, light, indecent behaviour 
or expreſſions from her, but her converſation was 
adorned with much gravity, modeſty, meekneſs and 
plainneſs, I was ſeveral times with her when on her 
death bed, and was much tendered and comforted in 
a ſenſe of the love and power of God that attended 
her, in which time the uttered many wiſe and hea- 
venly expreſſions, beyond what. could be expected 


from one of her age. I was made to ſay it is the 


Lord's doings, and it is marvellous in my eyes; but 


What can be written, can add nothing to the condition 
of the deceaſed, whom the Lord, I believe, hath taken 
to himſelf to reſt in the manſions of glory for ever and 


ever. It is for the ſake of the living I write this, and 
eſpecially with a regard towards our young people, for 
whom my ſecret prayers are often put up to the Lord, 


© that he would be pleaſed to work upon their hearts, as 


he did upon the heart of this maiden, a willingneſs te 
forſake the vanities, follies, pride, high-mindedneſs, 
and the many evils which are in the world, and that 


3 1n79:ent 


they might be brought to 0 godly lives, and by an | 
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innocent and righteous converſation, the work of re- 
generation might clearly appear in all their actions and 
behaviour, that thoſe who converſed with them, and 
beheld their good works, coupled with the fear of 


God, might have cauſe to acknowledge they are the 
ſed whom the Lord hath bleſſed, 


OSEPH GROVE, of Rotherhithe pariſh in 
Surry, merchant, was the ſon of John Grove, 
mariner, and maſter of a ſhip, who for many years 
uſed the Barbadoes trade; and this Joſeph Grove 
did reſide in the iſland of Barbadoes for many years, 
where, as well as ſince his returning to his native 
country, he was of a ſober converſation, and good 
reputation, and a lover of truth, and the friends of 
it, who kept their places therein. 
In the latter part of his time he was often indiſ- 
poſed in body, and much afflicted with pains, not- 
withſtanding which, he was not unmindful of makin 
his peace with the Lord. A little before his depar- 
ture, he ſaid, © I hope I have fought a good fight, 
© and am waiting for the crown, which I doubt not 
© at all but is laid up in heaven for me. Oh! how 
© I long to be diſſolved: to live indeed is Chriſt ; 
© but to die is gain.“ Then ſpeaking to his wife, 
faid, My dear love, weep not for me; for I ſeek 
death with more pleafure than all the riches the 
Indies can afford. Thou haſt been my love, but 
© I have another lover, Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, to 
© him I go, and to him I recommend thee and my 
dear children: he will be a huſband, a friend, a 
< counſelior and helper, yea, all in all, if thou wilt 
© cleave unto him; ſeek, and thou ſhalt find; knock, 
© and he will open the treaſures of divine wiſdom to 
© thee, and by his nughty power thou wilt be pre- 
| e ſerved 
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© ſerved out of all ſuch things that would ſpot and 
© defile.” His concern was great for his children, 
inſomuch that he would often ſay, Oh! that they 


may chooſe the fear of the Lord, I defire that for 


© them, more than all things here below, that is 
© the beſt riches, and the greateſt honour.” And 
though his love was great to his wife and children, 
it was not bounded there; but ſaid, © What ſtrong 
© love have I, in my heart, for the ſervants of the 
© Lord, although I cannot be preſent with them at 
© meetings, I often meet with the Lord in my ſoli- 
© tary chamber; for ever bleſſed be his holy name. 
© Oh! that they may love him, and then they muſt 
© and will love one another.“ And frequently ſpoke 
to this effect. 

He departed this life the gth of the eighth month, 
1714, in the 62d year of his age; and his corpſe, 
being attended by many friends and others, was 
decently buried in friends buryirig-ground near Bar- 
naby-ſtreet, Southwark. 


ED 


STHER CHAMPION, wife of Richard 

Champion, of Briſtol, and daughter of Joſeph 
Palmer, of Fluſhing in Long-Iſland, in America, 
was religiouily inclined from her young and tender 
years, The Lord gave her a large meaſure of his 
holy Spirit, and cauſed her, as ſhe. grew in years, 
to increaſe more and more in the knowledge of his 
truth, and fitted and prepared her for his work and 
ſervice : and after ſome time he ſent her to viſit his 
people and churches, and to preach the goſpel of 
peace and falvation by Chriſt, who is come by his 
divine light and ſpirit in the hearts of all men, in- 
wardly to teach them. Her concern was to gather 


people to him, in order to their coming to know 


ſalvation 


; * 
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falvation by him, and in this work ſhe laboured in 
divers parts of America, viz. Rhode-Iſland, Long- 
Iſland, New-England, the Jerſeys Eaſt and Weſt, 
Pennſylvania, Maryland, Virginia, Carolina, &c, 
And had meetings in ſeveral places, where there had 
been none before, and the Lord was pleaſed to bleſs 
her labour, ſo that many were gathered to the know- 


ledge of his truth, and therein to worſhip him in 7 


the ſpirit of his Son our bleſſed Saviour, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. | 

After ſhe had travelled many thouſand miles, in 
the Lord's ſervice, in the work of the miniſtry, in 
thoſe American parts, ſhe found for ſome years a 
concern to viſit ſome parts of Great Britain; but 
more particularly the inhabitants of London, where 
ſhe arrived the 20th of the eighth month, 1710, and 
had good ſervice there, which many that were wit- 
neſſes and ſharers can teſtify. 

She was of a weighty ſpirit, much abounding in 
love and true zeal for the Lord and his truth ; and 
would expreſs her great grief when there was any 
diſorder or want of true love in any church, meet- 
ing, or family where ſhe travelled. 

She was taken ill on the 23d of the eighth month, 
1714, which proved to be the ſmall pox. In the 
time of her illneſs ſhe retained a ſound underſtand. 
ing, and oftentimes ſpoke of the goodneſs of God 
to her ſoul, and by the aboundings of his love her 
cup was made to overflow, to the comfort of thoſe 
that were preſent. 

She was freely reſigned to the will of God either 
to die or live, though ſhe had inexpreflible love to 
her huſband and children, and deſired, if ſhe lived, 
to be farther ſerviceable to the church of Chriſt, 
yet ſaid, © The Lord's will and not mine be done.” 

She often deſired thoſe that were preſent, to love, 
© ſeek and ſerve the eternal God with all- their 
hearts. And ſpeaking to Doctor Logan, faid, 


Many 
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Many good and precious opportunities thou haſt 
f | © in thy way of practice, in ſeeing the advantage, 
) joy and comfort the Lord is pleaſed oftentimes (on 
. © a dying bed) to give and aftord thoſe that live in 
© his fear; and on the contrary, cries and bitter 
$ „ bewailings of others, that had not improved and 
— *<« ſpent their time well in this world :? all which ſhe 
n FE defired him to improve; and farther added, © It is 
d <« nota profeffion of religion only that will render 

* © men acceptable to God; but ſerving him in and 
n by the affiſtance of Jeſus, the Son of God, the 


n c the only interceſſor for man's ſalvation.“ 
a = Being reminded of her great weakneſs of body, 
ut 3 fhe replied, © The ſpirit of Chrift in me, raiſes my 
e i ſpirit and ſtrength to ſpeak of his goodneſs, and 
d praiſe his great name ;z* and added, all that man 
t- © can do is but his duty: therefore the Lord, through 
© © his Son, our Saviour, the immaculate Lamb, ought 
in © to have the honour.” She deſired the Lord would 
ad be © a ſhepherd to his people, as he had been and 
ny © ſtill was to her foul, who had given her to enjoy 
= * © ſweet paſtures, and made her heart to overflow; 


2 © and that his ſtaff and rod was her inexpreſſible 
h, comfort.“ 
he She frequently, in a ſweet and heavenly frame, 


d- ſupplicated the Lord, praiſing him for his © good- 
od © neſs to her ſoul, and that ſhe knew her Redeemer 
ner © to live, and to be with her,” ſaying, It is an eaſy 
ole © thing to talk of death; but it is an inexpreſſible 

comfort to be prepared for a dying hour, and to 
her © meet death, when it appears, cheerfully, as I now 
to © do, by the help of the ſame Jeſus, my Saviour, 
ed, that ſuffered without the gates of Jeruſalem.” Then 
iſt, ſhe prayed fervently, © for the return and repentance 


© of thoſe that had run into a looſe and libertine 
© ſpirit ; and that the glory of God might appear in 


city; and that God's church might be preſerved 


"I 4 
" 
8 ry 4 

45 Ss 

as 

* 


© a particular manner to the inhabitants of this great 
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© in perfect peace, as a light to the beholders.” Alſo þ 
ſhe prayed for the young generation, that * the Lord b 
would incline their hearts in their viſitation, in MF 
© the days of their youth, to ſeck and ſerve him, 
© before it was too late, as he had done to her foul # © 
© in her early days; for which, ſaid ſhe, I have 1 
© cauſe for ever to admire his love.” 


She bore the extremity of her diſtemper with more Ss © 
cheerfulneſs and diſcretion than was common, with 7 © 
a continual reſignation to the will of God. f 

A few hours before her departure, ſhe ſaid, © Her r 
time in this world was near ſpent, and cheerfully n 
defired her huſband © to reſign her up into the boſom 5 
© of her bleſſed Saviour ;* and requeſted him to 
: we in God's fear, and ſerve him faithfully all his 9 

ays. = © 

She expreſſed her ſatisfaction in their coming to- !? 
gether in marriage, and declared, the ſame power V 
C that engaged and united their ſpirits, now called © 
© her home to God,” = 7 

Then ſhe ſpent ſome time in ſupplication unto . 
God, and earneſtly beſought her heavenly Father, . 
* that the brightneſs of his day might appear abun- of 
© dantly in his people and churches all the world G 
© over.” | ot 

She ſent for her huſband's two children, which he 
pads} a former wife, whom ſhe tenderly adviſed, be- an 
ing of years of underſtanding, to ſeek, ſerve and love ch 
© the] eternal God in the days of their youth, and pe 
declared to them the advantage they would receive of 
thereby: ſhe commended them into the hands f CE 
God, deſiring he might preſerve them out of the 
evil of the world, and prayed, they might be the an 
Lord's ſervants all their days; ſhe deſired them to uy 


be dutiful to their father, obſerve his advice, and 

love their little brother and ſiſter. 
Then ſhe ſent for ſome of her ſervants, to whom 
ſhe gave good counſel and advice, exhorting wow to 
ove 
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fove, ſerve and fear the great and good God in the days 
© of their youth, whilſt they have ſtrength,” ſigni- 
fying the advantage they would receive thereby, 
Alſo gave them in charge, © to take care and diſ- 
charge their truſt to her children whilſt they were 
< with them.” 

: She alſo ſignified her heart was filled with the love 
„of God, in which ſhe again deſired the proſperity 
\ 7 of his church and people. 

; Her ſpeech beginning to fail, ſhe ſaid, © I deſire 
< my dear love in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt may be 


? © © remembered to all my relations and friends that 
y EY © aſk after me, even in the ſame love, ſaid ſhe, that 
» © © now makes my heart to overflow.“ She then de- 
is dlared her aſſurance of going to her eternal reſt, and 

= embracing her huſband in the bowels of her Father's 
„love, ſweetly took leave, and bid him finally fare- 
er well, and foon departed this life, (as quiet as one 
-d © that ſleeps,) in Briſtol, the 3d of the ninth month, 


1714, after eleven days ſickneſs, and her remains 


to were interred in friends burial-ground of that city, 
1 where her love and labour in the work of the word 
1 of life had been large: in which ſhe was bleſſed of 
14 God, and made ſucceſsful to the good and comfort 
of many. 

ne She was a virtuous woman, of a ſound judgment, 
_ and quick underſtanding ; ſolid and grave, yet of a 
= cheerful diſpoſition, greatly defiring the good of all 
7 people, and that they might come to the knowledge 
ive of the truth, live therein, and enjoy peace and ac- 
01 ceptance with the Lord. 

. She was a faithful miniſter of the goſpel of peace, 
the an affectionate wife, a tender mother, a loving miſ- 
* treſs, a true friend, of an exemplary converſation 


in holineſs and true piety. 
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BENEZER SLOCOMPB, who departed this 


life at his houſe in James-town, on Conani- 
cut-iſland, the 14th of the ſecond month, 1715, in 


the ſixty- fourth year of his age, was born in Portſ- 


mouth on Rhode-iſland, the 25th day of the firſt 
month, 1652, and had his education among the 
people called Baptiſts. | 

Being a man of great ſtature, and ſtrong and 


nimble of body, he was given to thoſe recreations 


that were accounted civil in thoſe days. About the 
twentieth year of, his age, it pleaſed God to ſend his 
faithful ſervant, George Fox, into thoſe parts, and 
he was willing to go to hear him preach ; but be- 
ing in that nature which underſtood not the things 
of the ſpirit of God, he came to this concluſion in 
his mind, © Never to go to hear any of tne Quakers 
© again, boaſting in himſelf, that the Baptiſts were 
© nearer the rule of the Scripture than they.” 

And thus he went on for ſome time, until God, 
ce who brings down the high from their feats, and 
« ſcatters the proud in the imaginations of their own 
hearts, was thus pleaſed to manifeſt himſelf to 
him : as he with two more of his company were 
paſſing by a barn, where there was a meeting, at 
which was that eminent miniſter John Burnyeat, of 
Cumberland; who being preaching, they all went to 
the outſide, to hear two or three words, to talk of as 
they went on their way: it ſo pleaſed God that at 
that inſtant, John Burnyeat was treating of the ex- 
preſſions of John the Baptiſt, where ſpeaking of 
Chriſt, he ſaid, „He ſhall baptize you with the 
„ Holy Ghoſt and with fire ;** which he did not re- 
member he had ever read, although he thought he 
knew more ſcripture than any of the Quakers : he 
was willing to hear farther, although his companions 
jogged him to be gone, yet he ſtaid until through the 
powerful preaching of the goſpel he was reached ba 
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the heart, and made in his own ſoul to confeſs, 
That all his ſcripture knowledge, and high notions 
© of water baptiſm, had left him ſhort of the new 
© birth, and the baptiſm of Chriſt * ſpirit into 
© the church, which is his body.“ Vet he did not 
give up in obedience for ſome time, until the fire of 
God began to kindle in his ſoul againſt the root of 
the corrupt tree, and every branch thereof : he found 
that ſaying of the prophet falflled, © That there is 
« no peace to the wicked.“ | | 

About which time, being at a merrymaking, 
where they were pitching the bar, they endeavoured 
to perſuade him to pitch with them, but he refuſed, 
being ſenſible the Lord had appeared unto him, to 
redeem him out of ſuch vain delights : but they at 
laſt ſet his wife on work, and ſhe through much 
entreaty prevailed with him to pitch once ; and al- 
though he outdid all the e to their rejoicing 
which ſet him on work, yet the Lord, (who requires 
obedience, according to the underſtanding given) 
ſet his folly, and ſhunning the croſs, ſo powerfully 
before him, that for a time he thought the day of his 
viſitation was over; yet he, that in judgment re- 


members mercy, after ſome time was graciouſly 


pleaſed to ſhew him, „That he might come out of 
« condemnation, by obeying the law of the ſpirit of 
„life, which now through Chriſt was made manifeſt 
in his mortal body, to reprove ſin in the fleſh :* to 
which he gave up in faithfulneſs, 

And the Lord was near, both to comfort him in 


bis exerciſes, and alſo to give him wiſdom, and a 


divine underſtanding in the myſteries of his king- 
dom; and after a few years called him into 85 
work of the miniſtry, in which he approved himſelf a 
labourer which needed not to be aſhamed; for he 
rightly divided the word of truth, being ſound in 
doctrine, and his ſpeech often miniſtred grace to the 


hearers, and was ſealed by the ſpirit of God to many 
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of his auditors, to the turning them home to Chriſt, 
the great Miniſter and Mediator of the new cove. 
nant, which God hath made with his people in this 
latter age of the world. 

He was alſo made an overſeer of the church in 
theſe parts, by the great Biſhop of ſouls, and Shep- 
herd of the ſheep; in which he quitted himſelf like 
a true ſervant of Chriſt, being a pattern in his con- 
verſation and chriſtian humility ; as alſo in his ap- 
parel and furniture, unto the flock. 

He travelled much in the work. of the miniſtry for 

the ſpace of thirty-ſix years, both in the ſeveral co- 
lonies of New-England, and alſo ſeveral times to 
Long-Iſland, Eaſt and Weſt Jerſey, and Pennſyl- 
vania, and in his latter years to Maryland, about 
500 miles from his habitation z in which travels 
ſeveral were convinced of the truth through his 
miniſtry; ſo alſo the convinced were built up in 
the moſt holy faith, which gives victory over all the 
works of the fleſh. 
He was allo very ſerviceable in meetings of buſi- 
neſs where he came, being concerned that the pro- 
feſſors of truth might, in all their converſations, be 
brought to walk in the ſame, 

In the year 1714 he travelled to Boſton, Lynn, 
Salem, HET and Dover, taking his leave of 
friends, ſaying, © He never expected to fee them 
© again; for he had a ſenſe that his time in this world 
was near to a period. In this joutney he was very 
ſeryiceable in preaching the goſpel of Chriſt with 
power, and with an audible voice, and in giving 
good counſel to friends, When he was at home, he 


always delighted in the company of friends, who 
ſtood zealous for a godly diſcipline and good order 


in the church of Chriſt, which the Lord hath mea- 
ſurably eſtabliſhed among friends, that ſo the honeſt, 
though weak, might be preſerved, and all diſorderly 


walkers that would not be reclaimed, might be wht 
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fied againſt, as profeſſors which are gone from our 
holy communion ; in which good work, this friend 
was one of the firſt rank in theſe parts of America. 
And as on one hand the diforderly walkers under 
the profeſſion of truth, often found from him a ſtroke 
of ſound judgment, ſo on the other hand, he was 
a tender nurſing-father to the honeſt hearted, and 
young ſcholars in Chriſt's ſchool, and ruled not with 
ſeverity over any, but always delighted to fee youn 
men come up in a part of the good order eſtabliſh= 
ed amongſt his people: and if at any time the 
were too zealous to be borne by the old and looſe 
profeſſors of truth, he would commend their zeal, 
but gently inſtruct them to uſe wiſdom in their pro- 


ceeding ; in which good work the Lord greatly 


bleſſed his labour to his people. 
He would alſo give way to thoſe newly called into 


BE the work of the miniſtry, if they kept to ſound 


words and doctrines, according to godlineſs, mini- 


| 5 ſtring from the ability which God giveth. 


Thus with much ſweetneſs he continued a faithful 
elder until the ſixty-third year of his age, when he 
was taken ill with the yellow jaundice, and other 
diſtempers. He continued very weak all the winter, 
often expreſſing his willingneſs to ſubmit to the will 
of God, either in life or death, being concerned in 
the time of his fickneſs for his children, that they 
might walk in the way that is ſtraight and narrow, 
and leads to eternal bliſs, telling them, He had 
done his duty in teaching and inſtructing them, as 
* much as in him lay, that they ſhould keep in the 
* unity of friends, and that it would prove their 
* own utter ruin, if they went from it.” | 
lie would in his ſickneſs very often be exprefling 
his deſire that friends might be kept in love and 
unity; and ſo continued at times in a divine ſenſe 


of God's goodneſs and ſweet peace. And at one 


2 | time, 
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time, ſeveral friends being preſent, he gave to each 
of them ſuitable counſel; and ſoon after ſaid to his 
near friends, and kinſman, Jacob Mott, then preſent, 
with whom he had often travelled to preach the 
goſpel, I deſire thee to remember my dear love to 
all friends in New-England:“ further adding, © He 
© had done his day's work, having peace with God, 
and unity with his people.“ And then like a Chriſtian, 
who had fought the good fight of faith, he took 
leave of his ſamily one by one, and departed quietly, 
and doubtleſs is entered into that reſt which is pre- 
pared for the people of God, 

He was buried from the meeting-houſe at James- 
town, after ſeveral teſtimonies had been borne to the 
truth made manifeſt in this latter age of the world, 
by the Spirit of God, in the hearts of the ſons of 
men, in which this dear friend had lived and died, 


— — 


ANIEL TAYLOR, of Bridport, was con- 
vinced of the truth in his young days, about 

the nineteenth or twentieth year of his age, and re- 
ceived it in the love thereof; and through its work 
and power in him, he became a ſolid, grave, reli- 
8 man, greatly ſerviceable in the church of 
hriſt, and exemplary in his life and converſation, 
adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour, by walk- 
ing as became his holy profeſſion, of which Jeſus 
Chriſt is the apoſtle and high prieſt, until the Lord 
was pleaſed to take him unto himſelf. | 
In the time of perſecution he was a cheerful ſuf- 
ferer for the teſtimony of truth, both by impriſon- 
ment and ſpoil of goods, which he took joyfully, 
whereby he became a ſtrength to his brethren, who 
were fellow-ſufterers with him; for he could pray 


for his enemies, and had love unto all mankind, and 
defired 
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deſired their ſalvation, knowing it was the will of 
God. of 

God bleſſed him with outward ſubſtance, with which 
he honoured the Lord, and with cheertulneſs gave 
great part thereof to charitable uſes, as by his ſeve- 
ra] gifts and legacies appear. 

He was a great friend to the poor of all forts, and 
had a tender regard to them, amongſt whom he will 
be greatly miſſed, as well as in the church. 

His ſickneſs was but ſhort, he kept his bed but 
a few days before his departure; in which time he 
was ſweet in his ſpirit, and had near acceſs to the 
Lord, and in much humility faid, O thou great 


3 © Jehovah, in whom is everlaſting ſtrength, my ſoul | 


« praiſes thee, and all that is within me bleſſes thy 
© holy name.“ He added, © My love, in the Lord 
© Jeſus Chriſt, is to all friends; I am,” ſaid he, in 
© love and amity with them.“ Being apprehenſive 


3 his departure drew near, he took his ſolemn leave of 
his relations and friends that came to ſee him, pray- 


ing for them, and gave wholeſome counſel and ad- 
vice :o ſeveral ; particularly the young generation 
related to him, and likely to ſurvive him in this 
world, 

And being content in the will of God, he died the 
7th of the ninth month, 1714, in the 73d year of 
his age, and was honourably buried on the 12th, in 
friends burying-ground at Bridport, his corpſe being 
accompanied to the grave by many of his friends 
and neighbours, and teſtimony given to truth -both 
at the meeting, and grave, on that ſolemn occaſion. 
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OHN THOMPSON, of Crook, in the county 
of Weſtmoreland, was convinced of the bleſſed 
truth in the year 1652, by that eminent miniſter of 
the goſpel, George F ox. | 
He had been ſeeking the way of the Lord for 
ſeveral years, and when his underſtanding came to 
be opened by the light of Chriſt, unto which he was | 
turned, he was convinced of the truth and way of } 
the Lord, and his ſoul greatly rejoiced that the day 
was broken forth, which let him ſee the dry ang 
empty forms, and lifeleſs religion he had been in. 
Although he had been ſtrict in profeſſion, he then c 
ſaw there were abundance of things which were not 
agreeable to the mind of the Lord, And the righte- h 
ous judgments of God he found to work in him, in a 
order to redeem him out of thoſe things. Alſo he h 
ſaw the way was ſtrait, and the ſufferings many, d 
1 p 
v 


which he was like to meet with, yet through the 
power of God, he was made willing to bear and go 
through all, even cruel mocking, buffetings, im- 
priſonment, and ſpoiling of goods, and rejoiced that I: 
WP Lord made him willing to ſuffer for his names o 
ake. 35 

He was zealous for the truth againſt that libertine 
fpirit, which oppoſed the diſcipline and good order 
of the church, ſtanding as a watchman upon Sibn's 
walls, having a clear diſcerning of many things 
that might creep in to eclipſe her glory, under what- 
ſoever pretence they might appear. And as the 
light made them manifeſt, it placed judgment in the 
wiſdom of truth upon the tranſgreſſor. 

After ſome time the Lord was pleaſed to open 
his mouth by way of teſtimony for his truth, in 
which he faithfully laboured; and though he never 
travelled much abroad, yet his miniſtry was reach- 
ing and refreſhing to them that heard, and edifying WM 
to the churches where his lot was caſt, 1 5 
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He was very tender towards that which was good 


in the leaſt appearance of it ; but ſharp againſt that 


| which was evil, eſpecially in thoſe that profeſſed 
= the truth, and were not faithful in the teſtimony 
EZ truth had called them to bear, but gave way to a 


_ libertine ſpirit, not being willing to bear the croſs. 
Oh! his ſpirit was often grieved with ſuch, and he 
s uas made often ſharply to reprove them, being much 
tf FF*3 concerned for their good, and alſo for the honour 
ol truth; often ſaying, © That thoſe who profeſſed 
d 7 < the truth, and walked contrary to it, were the 
1 © © greateſt enemies truth had, being a ſtumbling- block 
n iin the way of others.” 
t He ſuffered long impriſonment upon account of 
- his teſtimony againſt that antichriſtian yoke of tithes, 
in! and alſo great ſpoiling of goods by fines impoſed on 
e him for his teſtimony to the truth; all which he 
y, dore patiently, and underwent with abundance of 
he pleaſure, having a regard to the recompenſe of re- 
go ward which would follow. | 
n- He ſtood valiantly through all the days of tribu- 
at llations and ſufferings, after which he lived to a good 
e's WY old age. - | 
He was viſited with ſickneſs the 11th of the third. 
ine month, 1715, and though his pains were great, yet 
der he bore them patiently, often ſaying, © That in a. 
n's < little time all would be well.“ One aſked him 
ngs bo he was; he replied, © I am very weak of body 
at- © and full of pain, and it ſeems to me, as if my 
the MY © ſtay here muſt not be long: but I have had a long 
the © time here, and the Lord hath been very kind to 
me beyond what I have deſired or deſerved ; but 
pen © all is well: the Lord's power is overall, and there 
in dis no guilt, no condemnation, or bar between the 


© Lord and my ſoul's peace; but the pure holy ſeed 
< reigns over all, and I feel life ſpring up into domi- 


nion, and my heart is comforted among you, my 
dear friends, . 
Thus 
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Thus he ſweetly finiſhed his courſe the 26th of 
the third month, 1715, at the houſe of James Wil- 
ſon, and was buried on the 29th in friends burying- 
ground at Kendal : and though his earthly. houſe be 
diſſolved, yet we are fatished he hath a houſe with 
God, eternal in the heavens. Aged 87 years, 


AMUEL WALDENFIELD, late of Buſhhill 


in the county of Middleſex, was born about the 


| oY 1652 at Edmundſbury in Suffolk, and after 
I 


ved at Sudbury. 

He was religiouſly inclined in his youth, and 
ſometimes a hearer of the Independents. | 

About the year 1670 or 71, he was convinced of 
the bleſſed truth by that eminent miniſter of the 
goſpel of our Lord ; Fax Chriſt, Giles Barnardiſton, 
and being obecient thereunto, he came to know the 
work of it upon his heart, and by keeping to the 


teachings of the grace of God, was enabled to live 


a ſober and godly life. 

About the year 1672, the Lord called and ſent 
him forth to publiſh the glad tidings of peace, and 
proclaim liberty to the captives by Chriſt ; and for 
Zion's ſake he could not hold his peace, for Jeru- 
falem's ſake he could not reſt, being deſirous that 
all might come to Chriſt the light, and that the 
abundance of the fea might be converted, and the 
forces of the Gentiles might come unto him: and 
he did freely ſpend, and was ſpent, in true love and 
zeal for the Lord's name and truth, and the good 


of ſouls ; travelling in England, Scotland, Ireland, 


Holland and Germany ; and by his powerful preach- 
ing the word of life, and the Lord's blefling on his 
be: a labours, 
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laboure, many were convinced of the truth, and 
turned from darkneſs to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God, and were as the ſeals of his 
miniſtry. 

He was loving and tender to thoſe that truly loved 
and ſerved the Lord, eſpecially ſuch, (whether male 
or female) whom the Lord called into his work and 
ſervice, to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to Zion's travel- 
lers, and to comfort thoſe that mourned. _ 

In the year 1684 he married and ſettled in Lon- 
don, and continued faithful and diligent in the work 
he was called unto; and ſuffered for his teſtimony 
by . impriſonment, &c. But when at liberty, was 
frequent in travels, and viſited the churches of Chriſt 
in moſt of the counties of this nation, and much in 
the caſt parts thereof; and his labour of love was 
well received abroad and at home: by his ſolid and 
exemplary converſation, he adorned the doctrine of 
God our Saviour, and walked as became a miniſter 
of the goſpel, and that holy profeſſion he made, of 
work the Lord Jeſus Chrif is the high prieſt and 
apoſtle, 

He was humble and merciful, very conſiderate of 
the poor, ready to every good work: and to com 
municate he did not forget. 

He was in the church of Chriſt an elder worthy 
of double honour. 12 

About the year 1706 he left the city, and dwelt at 
Bufhhill, being often not well in health ; but when 
he was, and not engaged in travels, or other ſervices 
on truth's account, he conſtantly attended the meet- 
ings about where he lived, and his teſtimony was 
living and effectual, and reached the witneſs of God 
both in friends and others. 

He was alſo very tender to the new convinced, 
and adminiſtered ſuitable advice to their ſeveral ſtates, 


as a nurſing-father, and encouraged all under a right 
ſenſe, | 
He 
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He had a more than ordinary concern in teſti— 
mony, to preſs and exhort to © ſuch a good life and 
© converſation as becomes our Chriſtian profeſſion ; 
often ſignifying, that coming to meetings, or pre- 
tence to religion, and profeſſing Chriſtianity, was 
of little value, without the life and converſation 
were agreeable,” 

He often expreſſed himſelf to this effect, © that the 
pride, liberty and ill converſation of too many 
under the profeſſion of truth and the Chriſtian 
religion, was a great grief and exerciſe to him, 
and the fins and miſcarriages of ſuch adminiſtered 
unto him much ſorrow and affliction. Being 
under great exerciſe of ſpirit for the proſperity of 
truth, and that the teſtimony thereof, in all the 
branches of it, might be duly kept up; and that 

all looſeneſs, pride and haughtineſs, and that li- 
bertine ſpirit that would lay waſte the heritage of 
God, might be diſcouraged and ſuppreſſed; and 

that none might take upon them to be rulers in 

the church, but men of truth, men fearing God 
and hating covetouſneſs.“ 

This concern grew upon him for ſeveral years to 
the end of his days. So that he zealouſly exhorted 
to © a holy and righteous life, and all to be juſt and 
< true in all their concerns amongſt men :* in which 
he was exemplary in his practice, being a man truly 
religious, and of an innocent and virtuous life, full 
of love and good works, punctual to his word, juſt 
in his dealings, a fair trader, chooſing rather to ſuffer 
injury, than do any wrong. 

He was a bright ornament to our religion in his 
converſation, and thereby great reputation was gain- 
ed to truth and friends, among both rich and poor 
with whom he was concerned, The poor loved 
him, to whom he was courteous and charitable ;- and 
the rich eſteemed him for his prudent and innocent 


behaviour : ſo that his company was acceptable and 
| FEED much 
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much deſired by them. And many who once en- 
tertained a mean opinion of friends as a people, ſince 
their acquaintance and converſation with him, had 
other ſentiments of them. 

He was ill about two months before his deceaſe, 
and although often in great pain, he bore it with 
patience, and was trequenily very cheerful, the ſting 
of death being taken away, death was not terrible 
to him; often ſignifying, all was well with him, and 
in much tenderneſs ſaid, © I have done the work of 
my day, I have peace of conſcience, I have wrong- 
© ed no man; [I have received a great deal of wrong 

and injury, but I forgive them all, and I deſire the 


4 
Lord may forgive them alſo. I die in charity 
* 


with all the world.“ 

Another time he ſaid, What a brave thing it is 
for friends to dwell in unity; here we can ſit to- 
gether as the children of God, the church of the 
firſt-born, whoſe names are written in heaven. 
Truth is what will endure for ever, and be com- 
fortable to the children of men, and the Lord will 
exalt it, and make Zion a quiet habitation, and 


exalt his truth and name in the earth, and will 
bring down that which would oppoſe his work, 
and will purge that out of the church which is 
exalted, and ſetting up ſelf, and ruling in their own 
will and ſpirit : the Lord will do it all away. I 
have endeavoured to live inoffenſively towards God 
and man, And now I have no occaſion to repent 
that I have endeavoured to live well; and as I have 
nothing to boaſt of, I have no occaſion to com- 
plain; all is well.“ 


Many more ſweet expreſſions he uttered in the 


time of his ſickneſs, that were not noted. 

He continued in a compoſed frame of ſpirit to 
the laſt, and departed in great peace the 7th of the 
eighth month, 1715, and no doubt is in eternal reſt, 

| recelving 


Jeruſalem the praiſe of many generations: he will 


| 
| 


| 


252 PIETY PROMOTED. 


receiving the reward of his many faithful labours 
and ſervices for the truth. His travels to the year 
1700, were near forty thouſand miles; beſides his 
travels from the year 1700 to 1715, were allo very 
conſiderable. | | 
His body was brought to London, and attended 
by a great company from Devonſhire-houſe meeting- 
place to the burying-ground belonging to friends in 
Bunhill-fields, and there honourably interred, 


— . 


OSEPH WELSH, of Cheſham, in the county of 
Bucks, was born at Ayleſbury in the year 1651, 
and convinced of the truth in 1674. It pleaſed the 
Lord to call him forth in a publick teſtimony about 
the year 1676, and he became a faithful labourer in 
the work of the Lord in Cheſham, and other adjacent 
meetings. | 

He was a diligent frequenter of meetings on week 
days, as well as the firſt-day; alſo a promoter of good 
order in the church. His teſtimony was attended 
with life and power, to the comfort of the hearers. 

A few hours before his death he declared, © The 
© Lord hath a great work to do in the earth, and that 
< it would go well with the faithful, whom the Lord 
© would hide in the hollow of his hand.” 

He was a loving huſband, and a tender father to 
his children. 

He departed this life the 11th of the eighth month, 
1715, and was buried in friends burying-ground at 


_ Cheſham, on the 16th. 


Aged about 63 
A miniſter about 39 Vears. 
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USANNAH SAUNDERS, late wife of Ed- 
ward Saunders, of Clifton in Bedfordſhire, was 
one whom the Lord called to labour in the miniſtr 
of the word of life, in which concern ſhe viſited the 
churches of Chriſt in divers parts of England, Wales 
and Ireland : and her viſits were ſerviceable and ac- 
ceptable, and her converſation ſuch as became the 
rofeſſion ſhe made. 

She landed in Ireland with her companion Ben- 
jamina Padley, on the Toth of the filth month, 171 5, 
and travelled in many parts of that nation, viſiting 
molt of friends meetings there. 

On the 26th ſhe was at a meeting, where ſhe was 
opened in teſtimony to the great ſatisfaction of friends : 
the Lord gave her ability to do what he required of 
her, which ſhe did perform to the honour of his name. 
After this ſhe weakened much, and her bodily afflic- 
tion was great, which ſhe bore with patience and re- 
ſignation to the will of God, and often declared © ſhe 
thought ſhe ſhould not return home ;* yet faid, © I 
© am eaſy and reſigned, and have endeavoured to diſ- 
© charge my duty according to my ſmall meaſure, and 
© have been freely given up to ſpend and be ſpent for 
© the goſpel's ſake, and the Lord bath been good ta 
© me. I pity my dear huſband, and often think on 
© him; but hog he will be enabled to bear his exer- 
ciſe. My poor little babes will miſs their mother; 
but I commit them to him that gave them me, who 
© I believe will take care of them, The Lord took 
© care of me when I was tender in age, and he hath 
© been good to me from my childhood.“ She adviſed 
ker companion to faithfulneſs and watchfulneſs, and 
reminded her of the goodneſs of God, which ſhe had 
been made partaker of; her prayer was alſo to the 
Lord for her preſervation ; and that ſhe might give 


her up freely to the Lord's diſpoſing hand; and in a 
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tender and ſenſible manner, ſaid, © I have a ſecret 
© hope it will be well with me; freely I reſign myſclf 
© into the hand of God.“ 

Another time ſeveral friends being preſent, ſhe ſaid, 
© 'There is great ſatisfaction in an eaſy mind; I have 
great peace in that I have been faithful. I have not 
© ſpared this piece of clay; but while I had ſtrength I 
© have been willing to anſwer what I was called unto : 
© and now it ſeems as if my time was nigh at an end.“ 

She ſaid to her companion, The Lord has been 
good to thee ; be faithful, for it is good to have an 
© caſy mind,” 


One night appearing as if ſhe was nigh to depart | 


this life, her companion being in ſorrow, the took her 
by the hand, and ſaid, Dear child, give me up freely, 
and have thy eye to the Lord, and he will be with 
thee, and give thee ſtrength : he has been with me, 
and I can fay, it is a good thing to have a clear 
mind at ſuch a time as this.“ 

Again, How vain are men to be ſo taken up with 


R A K _ © 


in this world ? What is this world worth ? It is not 
worthy to be compared with the joys of heaven ; 
they that are faithful to the Lord, will have their re- 
ward, I am now glad that I ſerved the Lord, for 
I feel the peace and ſatisfaction of it, and find no- 
thing, but all is well. I cannot ſay when I ſhall go, 
but it ſeems as if it might not be long ; however, 
that is in the hand of the Lord, and I am reſigned 
© whether in life or death.“ Much more ſhe ſaid to 
them that were about her, exhorting them © to fear 
© the Lord, and to ſeek a portion in truth, which,” 
ſhe ſaid, would be more to them, when they were 
© about to leave this world, than any other enjoy- 
e ment.“ | 
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God is the Lord, It is a good thing to have the 
b mind 


the concerns of this life, and ſeeking to get riches 


Another time ſhe ſaid, The man is bleſſed whoſe IM 


PIETY PROMOTED. 2355 


£ mind truly ſtayed upon God, they ſhall be kept in 
perfect peace: a great mercy ! a mighty privi- 


lege! 


Another time her companion being ſorrowful and 
loath to part with her, Suſannah took her by the hand 
and kiſſed her, faying, Dear child, why wilt thou 
© hold me? Let me go, and do not be ſorrowful, but 
keep to the Lord, and he will preſerve thee. Fare- 

well. Be good and do well, and the Lord will 
bring thee through all; thou haſt ſome light afflic- 
tions yet to paſs through ;* but be not diſcouraged, 
nor do not look at what may ſeem mountainous, 
but be watchful and look to the Lord, and that hand 
that hath hitherto helped thee, will help thee.” 
Then ſhe ſaid to friends, Dear friends, love truth, 
it is excellent, it is above rubies z oh ! it is precious, 
it is above all things; it makes a death bed eaſy : 
I am glad my lot is caſt in this place, with a couple 
of young plants that love truth : keep to it and it 
will make you noble. Dear landlady farewell; the 
bleſſings of the everlaſting hills be upon your heads, 
the Lord bleſs you and make you ſerviceable in his 
church.“ Then ſpeaking of her illneſs, ſaid, All 
that I crave now is patience, that I may hold out to 
the end, that I may not diſhonour the Lord : the 
honour of his name has been as dear to me as my 
C life.” 

A few days before ſhe died, ſeveral friends came to 
fee her, and after ſome time her mouth was opened 
amongſt them in a ſweet exhortation to love truth 
and keep to it, to be watchful and to keep to the 
Lord, and not let their minds be too much after the 
world, teſtifying of the goodneſs of the Lord, ſhe com- 
mitted them, with her own ſoul, to his proteCtion. 

Next day ſhe was very much weakened, and ſome 
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friends coming in that evening to ſee her, ſhe ſaid, 


I am glad to ſee ſo many of you, I did not expect to 
| , 4 © have 
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© have been here ſo Jong: I am long a dying, it is 
hard work to die.“ Then friends ſitting in filence 
a while, ſhe exhorted them to faithfulneſs and dili- 
gence, and to love truth, and to ſeek the honour of 
God, adding, Oh! that the youth of our age would 
love truth, and ſeck the Lord, and ſerve him in 
their youthful time; they will have the benefit of i it, 
it would be more to them than all the world: but 
many of them are careleſs, contenting themſelves 
with a proſeſſion, and that will do nothing for them: 
My foul hath often mourned for the youth of our 
time, and I have been under great travail of ſoul, 
that they might come to (ear the Lord; but there 
are many of them that grieve the Lord, and are fol- 
lowing the pleaſures of this world. Friends, love 
truth, and it will make you noble: oh! that the 
elders would love truth: there are elders that love the 
Lord, and they are a comfort and a ſtrength to the 
youth that fear God, and to one another; they are 
as joints and bands that cannot eaſily be broken; my 
ſoul loves them. Seeing it is the will of the Lord to 
viſit me with weakneſs, fo that I am not likely ever 
to ſee my habitation again, I am thankful my lot 
was caſt in this place. Dear friends, keep near 
truth, and it will keep you in a trying time; for 
there i is a trying time approaching, in which there 
vill be great deſolation.“ She often ſpake of the 
goodneſs of God to her from her very childhood, and 
enumerated his favouts, and acknowledging his care, 
ſaid, He had been a tender father unto her, and ſhe 
© believed he would be ſo to her's.* Her affliction be- 
ing great, ſhe beſought the Lord, in a humble frame, 
that he would be pleaſed either to relieve her, or releaſe 
her, or to give her patience, that ſhe might not mur- 
mur. Then looking on them about her, faid, It is 
hard york to go out of this troubleſome world.” c 
Gut 
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About four days before ſhe died, ſhe mentioned in 
a letter to ner huſband, © that ſhe weakened daily, 
and that the Lord, by his divine hand, had wrought 
a willingneſs in her to ſpend and be ſpent for his 
name's ſake, and that ſhe felt ſweet comfort, quiet= 
neſs and content, which,” ſaid ſhe, © out balan- 
ceth all things elſe. My dear, I fervently deſire the 
Lord may be with thee, and bring thee to a reſig- 
nation; and ſtand faithful in every branch of th 
teſtimony for the bleſſed truth ; thou wilt have the 
comfort of it. Dear heart, if I ſhould never ſee 
thy face more, I deſire thee to take care of our ten- 
der babes, and bring them up, as much as in thee 
lies, in the fear of the Lord: I have been deeply 
bowed on their accounts, am fully ſatisfied, if they 
live, the Lord will viſit them in their tender years, 
and it ſeems to me as if my dear Suſannah may. 
tread, in many reſpects, in her mother's ſteps ; the 
Lord preſerve her, and bring her to chooſe him for 
her portion ; then. it will be well, and ſhe may be 
ſerviceable when my head is laid in the filent grave. 
My dear little boy, if he grow up, it will be hard 
for him to ſubmit to the yoke, yet I hope he will-in 
time be made to bow, which is ſome ſatisfaction to 
my mind : I muſt commit them to the tender care 
and protection of him that gave me them.” | 
The day ſhe departed, fitting in a chair, the pangs 
of death being upon her, ſhe deſired to lie down, and 
R. H. being there, was concerned in ſupplication for 
her; which being concluded, ſhe ſaid, There is a 
© divine hand has laid ſome hold at this time ;* and 
went on ſweetly, declaring of the goodneſs of God, 
and deſiring friends might be faithful, warning them 


of the judgments of God that were near to be poured 


forth upon the nations, and exhorted them to flee to 
the Lord, who would be their defence and ſtrong 
Y 3 tower, 
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tower, in the time of diſtreſs, Having ſpoke much 
of the wrath of God that was ready to break forth, 
ſhe proceeded in a ſweet manner, ſetting forth the 
glory of the kingdom of Chriſt ; that the Lord, after he 
had puniſhed the nations, would exalt the kingdom of 
His Gon, and ſet him upon his holy hill of Zion, and 
all nations ſhould low unto him, and he ſhould exalt 
the ſcepter of his righteouſneſs above all ſcepters, and 
his kingdom above all kingdoms. Then blefling God 
for his preſervation and mercy towards her, and for 
the aſſurance given her, that it would be well with 
her, ſhe ſaid, © I have not ſought a name nor fame 
among men, but have diſcharged myſelf faithfully 
© in the fight of God: I have not deſired to appear in 
* ſhew what I was not; but to be in ſubſtance more 
© than I appeared to men. And it was neither for 
© honour nor eſteem, that I left my dear huſband and 
© tender babes; but that I might anſwer the will of 
© God, and in a concern for the promotion of truth, 
* and the honour of God ;* defiring the Lord would 
bleſs his people in that nation, and particularly the 
meeting and family where ſhe then was, and reward 
friends for their love and care towards her. She con- 
tinued her exhortation to them to be faithful; and 
again ſpoke of the goodneſs and mercy of God, in a 
ſweet frame of ſpirit, giving glory to God, and mag- 
nifying his power, until her ſtrength and ſpeech fail- 
ed; then, lying ſtill, ſhe looked on them there with a 
pleaſant countenance, (as one that had a ſight of the 
Joys ihe was entering into) and about the 7th hour 
in the evening departed this life, the gth of the ninth 
month, 1715, and was buried the 12th, in friends 
burying-ground in Lurgan, her corpſe being accom- 
panied by a large number of friends and others; and 
there was a good meeting, in which the glory of truth 
was eminently manifeſted, to the tendering of many 
| | hearts, 
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hearts, which was as a ſeal upon the ſpirits of friends, 
that it was well with her, 


Aged about 38 
iner 18 J * 
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HOMAS WILLIAMSON, late of Banne- 

rig in the county of Weſtmoreland, was born 

in the year 1633, of parents of good report, and edu- 

cated according to the manner of the church of Eng- 
land, 

He was naturally of a cheerful diſpoſition, inclining 
in his youth to the vanities and paſtimes, in which too 
many ſpend their precious time, though he at that 
time was very circumſpect in obſerving thoſe outward 
performances he eſteemed religious duties. In the year 
1670, it pleaſed the Lord to viſit him with aMiction of 
body, and to open his underſtanding to ſee the empti- 
neſs of all his former formal profeſſion, and the vani- 
ties of his paſt life, and ſorrow and diſtreſs took hold 
upon him for it, and cries were raiſed in him unto the 
Lord, that he would ſhew him his way, and he would 
© walk in it.“ And the Lord anſwered his defire, fo 
that he was convinced of the truth, before he had been 
at any meeting of the people called Quakers : and he 
gave up thereunto according to his underſtanding. 

About the latter end of the year 1673, his mouth 
was opened in a publick teſtimony, to declare the 
goodneſs of the Lord to him, and to encourage all un- 
to faithiulneſs, in which he was a good example, and 
a conſiderable ſufferer for his teſtimony, both by im- 
priſonment and ſpoiling of goods. N 

In the year 1678, he was impriſoned three months 
for preaching truth in a ſteeple-houſe, and moſt of by 

| Soo 
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goods were taken from him, by ſome juſtices, on the 
conventicle act: for he was not only fined for him- 
ſelf, but ten pounds laid on him for being preſent at 
a meeting held at Bownals, the 15th of the ſeventh 
month, 1678. 

His teſtimony he delivered in much plainneſs and 
ſimplicity, He was tender to the good in all, though 
ſharp in rebuking that which was evil, He was a 
man that feared God ; ſincerely loved truth, and hated 
hypocriſy and deceit; ſound in judgment, of a good 
converſation ; juſt and honeſt towards all men; bold 
and valiant for truth upon earth; undaunted in ſuffer- 
ing, rejoicing the Lord had counted him worthy to 
fuer for his name's fake ; zealous in his teſtimony 
againſt the payment of tithes, and thoſe called church 
rates, for which he was a conſtant ſufferer, and an 
encourager of others alſo to faithfulneſs therein; 
diligent in reading the holy Scriptures, and in attend- 
ing of meetings, as well thoſe for good order in the 
church, as thoſe for the worſhip of God, until by age 
and infirmity of body, he was deprived of that privi- 
lege. He often ſaid, © The worſhip of God, and the 
good of the church, ought to be preferred before 
© our buſineſs.” 

He traly confided in the Lord, and gave this teſti- 
mony on his dying bed, © That God had dealt boun- 
« tifully with his ſoul, and had given him all he had 
© need of; and that he had peace with the Lord, and 
© his ſoul was returning into reſt :* with more words 
not noted, 

He died the 22d of the tenth month, 1715, and was 
buried at Kendal the 25th of the fame, 


Aged about 82 
A. miniſter about 40 ; Nn. 
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OHN CLOSE was convinced of the truth 
J about the year 1705, and was very diligent in 
trequenting meetings, though it was through much 
difficulty at times, by reaſon of his father's unwil- 
lingneſs and averſion thereunto : nevertheleſs he was 
preſerved ſo blameleſs in converſation, that he not 
only gained upon his father to leave him to his li- 
berty, but was likewiſe inſtrumental towards con- 
vincing his brother and two ſiſters, 

After ſome time he received a gift of the mini- 
ſtry of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in which he laboured 
faithfully, being ſound in doctrine. 

He travelled much in truth's ſervice in the ſouth- 
ern parts of this nation, as well as counties nearer 
home, and in Scotland, Holland, and Wales, be- 
ing zealouſly concerned for the proſperity of truth, 
and the promotion thereof, He was an encourager 
of the good in all, and careful to ſuppreſs every 
appearance of evil; very diligent in viſiting the af- 
flicted. His care over the church was great, his 
advice ſeaſonable, his judgment ſound : he was chiefly 
concerned for the honour of truth, and that friends 
therein might live in unity, and be at peace one 
with another, 

In the beginning of the eleventh month, 1715, 
having drawings upon his ſpirit to viſit friends in 
Cumberland, he went with the unity of the bre- 
thren and viſited ſeveral meetings in that county. 
On the 15th he was at Wigton, where he began to 
be ill; the next day he travelled to Holme meet- 
ing, where he bore a faithful teſtimony to the great 
ſatisfaction of friends, 

That evening he came to a meeting at Allonby, 
but his ſickneſs increaſing, he ſat but a little time 
in the meeting, and ſignified in a few words, © he 
© telt the goodneſs of the Lord upon his ſpirit, and 
his gladneſs on that account ;* adviſed friends * 

| be 


WIr Four. 


© be faithful and ſtedfaſt in their love to God, and 
© do whatever they could for the Lord in their day 
© and time ;* adding, © he believed ſome in that 
place had not long to live in this world.“ 

And ſo took his leave of the meeting and went 
into his chamber, where he continued near two 
weeks; but by reaſon of his diſtemper (the ſmall- 
pox) lying heavy upon him, he could nat ſpeak 
much without great uneaſineſs, yet he bore it with 
great patience, and whilſt his ſpeech continued, ſome 
friends ſitting by him, he ſaid, We have need to be 
prepared for our change, when ſickneſs comes we 
© have enough to grapple with ; and not to have our 
© peace with the Lord to make then.“ 

He was ſeveral times exerciſed in prayer to the 
Lord, and one time to this effect, © Lord, thou that 
© haſt been with me in the deeps, leave me not to 
© the end.“ | 

The day before he died, being aſked how he had 
reſted, he ſaid, © I think I know when my reſt will 
be; to-morrow morning, ſome time after the day 
© be light;* at which time he died, being the 27th 
of the eleventh month, and was buried the 29th in 
friends burying-ground at Allonby in Cumberland : 
and it is aſſuredly believed that he is entered into that 
reſt that is prepared for the righteous, 


Aged about 35 
g J years, 


A miniſter 


OROTHY TRAPNELL was born in Top- 

ſham in Devonſhire the 24th of the fixth 
month, 1630, and, with her mother Anne Morris, 
was one of the firſt convinced of the bleſſed truth in 
that country about the year 1654. Her mother was 
| | concerned 
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concerned to bear teſtimony againſt the hireliug prieſt 


y [7 inthe publick worſhip-houſe, and gave up her own 
t houſe for friends to meet in during her life, and 
ordered it to be continued after her deceaſe. 
t She was a religious woman, of good repute 
o amongſt friends and others, being patient and mer- 
- 3 ciful to people in diſtreſs, which cauſed the loſs of 
k ber to be lamented by thoſe that knew her; ſhe 
h * would be often ſpeaking of her death, and made her 
je will many years before, frequently ſaying, © ſhe was 
x not afraid to die;“ and though ſhe grew ancient, 
ve pet still retained her underſtanding : the often ad- 
ur! viſed thoſe who were with her, © to fear God, and 
| * © love the truth,” telling them with tears, how free] 
he! © ſhe could have laid down her life for truth's ſake 
at aat her firſt convincement.“ Some time before her 
to dececaſe, ſhe ſaid to her grandſon Peter Williams, 
EZ © ſhe thought ſhe ſhould ſee him no mare,” charging 
ad him © to love and take care of his mother.“ Some 
il hours before her death, which ſhe earneſtly deſired, 
ay e faid, © the was dying;* and took her. ſolemn 
th leave of her relations, friends and neighbours that 
in ! were preſent, kiſfing divers of them, and praying 
1; Odd to bleſs them and their's : then ſhe called for 
at ber daughter Williams, and holding her by the hand, 


carneſtly deſired the Lord to bleſs her and her's ; and 

added, © I ſhould have been glad to have ſeen thy 

children ;* but they living ſome miles from her, ſhe 

expired before they came. She finiſhed her courſe, 

and laid down the body like a lamb, without ſigh 

or groan, the 14th of the twelfth month, 1715, 

aged eighty-five years and almoſt fix months, and 

was buried the 19th in friends burying-ground at 
op- Topſham. She died much lamented, being a true 
xn Chriitian, a good friend, an affectionate mother and 
Tis grandmother, and a good neighbour, leaving a 
in good reputation behind her, whoſe memory cannot 
be forgotten by thoſe who were near and * to 
| ory 
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her, and ſhe to them. Such was the reſpect ſhewn 
to her memory from people not of our profeſſion, as 
well as from friends, that it was thought ſome thou- 
ſands were at her funeral, even more than the meet- 
ing-houſe and burying-ground, though large, could 
contain; many not under our name, coming from 
the country without any invitation. 5 


ILLIAM GRE ENU, of Flatts, in Cum- 

berland, a faithful ſervant of the Lord, his 

name remains among the living, his footſteps ſuit- 
able for thoſe that ſucceed him to follow. 

He was of great value, being an elder worthy of 
double honour, the Lord having committed unto 
him a gift of the miniſtry, and his teſtimony was 
living, and his doctrine ſound, delivered in the power 
and demonſtration of the ſpirit, to the edification 
and comfort of all the faithful among whom he mi- 
niſtred. He was greatly helpful to the meeting to 
which he belonged in. managing the affairs of truth, 
being zealouſly concerned for the maintaining and 
promoting good order in the church, and often ad- 
viſed friends to faithfulneſs, and to keep up their 
teſtimony againſt undue liberty, 

He laboured to preſerve love and unity among 
brethren, and travelled for the promotion of truth 
in many parts of this nation; as alſo in Ireland, 
Scotland, and Wales, His labour and travel were 
both in body and ſpirit, to bring men to the know- 
ledge of the truth, that they might be acquainted with 
the Lord, and know their peace made with him, 

Several were convinced by his teſtimony, and be- 
came fellow-labourers with him in the miniſtry, _ 

He was very careful -and tender over ſuch who 
were young in the experience of truth, and _— 
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he ſaw good inclinations , would often encourage 
them, to their great help and comfort, as ſeveral have 
cauſe to remember; fo that the loſs of him is great, 
being one that truly loved and feared the Lord, wlio 
was truly devoted to ſerve truth, and his heart and 
houſe were open to entertain friends. It pleaſed the 
Lord to incline his heart to ſeek the kingdom of 
God and the righteouſneſs thereof in his young 
years, and as he gave up in obedience, his faith and 
knowledge were increaſed; fo that he was made 
able not only to believe, but ſufter for his name. 
And that which crowned his labours was keeping 
faithful and ſtedfaſt to the end. 

He was ſorely afflicted with a pain in his head for 
ſome months, then it pleaſed the Lord to viſit him 
with a ſharp ſickneſs for about three days, which 
he endured with much patience, as was obſerved by 
thoſe that went to viſit him, to whom he expreſled 


his being freely reſigned to the Lord's will, whether 


to live or die. 

He departed this life the 4th of the firſt month, 
1716, and was buried in friends burying-ground 
near his own houſe at Flatts in Cumberland; 
aged ſeventy-hve years. 


— 


ICHARD HINGSTON, a miniftring friend, 

of the town of Plymouth, being on a journey 

to viſit friends in Cornwall, was taken ſick with a 

fever the 4th of the firſt month, at the houſe of 

Thomas Giddy, of Kea, being about 40 miles ſhort 
of his home. 

In the time of his ſickneſs he many times declared, 
© I am content in the will of God either to Jive 
© or die, — To live a little longer for my family's 
< ſake, I could deſire ; but if the Lord be pleaſed 
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that I muſt lay down my head here, I am con- 
tent: I ſhall lay down my head in peace with 
God, and in love with all men; I have made it 
my buſineſs from my youth, to make my peace 
c with God.“ 

On the 8th day of the month, his mournful wife 
came to fee him, when lifting up his hands and eyes, 
he ſaid, © I am thankful to God that it is our lot 
to ſee each other again: we came together in love, 
and ſo let us part. I deſire thee and our children 
may live in the fear of God, and in humility, and 

ou will never want.“ His wife aſked him, 
Whether he had any thing upon his mind con- 
cerning his outward affairs ;* he replied, © Trou- 
ble me not about the world,” ſaying, © he had in 
the time of his health declared to her how things 
ſhould be.“ 

Friends aſking him from time to time, how he 
did; his anſwer was, © I am full of pain; but I ble 
© God it is well with me as to my inward con- 
dition.“ And declared © how well it is to make 
© preparation for death in the time of health; and 
© how unfit poor mortals are for ſuch a work in the 
time of ſickneſs.“ 

On the 10th of the ſaid month he quietly departed 
this life, and his body was decently buried in friends 
burying-place in the pariſh of Kea, accompanied 
with many friends and others from divers parts. 


* a @ & oe 


ANIEL GOULD, received the truth about 

tie year 1058, and followed the Lord in the 

Way of his requirings; he went through many tribu- 
lations, and after ſome time, a concern came upon 
him, to viſit his brethren William Robinſon, and 
Marmaduke Stephenſon (who were under ſufferings 
wa at 
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at Boſton in New-England, where they afterwards 
ſuffered death for their obedience to God, in bearing 
a teſtimony to his truth) with whom he al ſo ſuffered 
impriſonment, and cruel whipping, being then about 
the thirtieth year of his age. 

After his diſcharge, he retired to Rhode-Iſland, 
and the Lord opened his mouth, and made him a 
miniſter of the everlaſting goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus; in 
which ſervice he laboured about forty-five years, and 
travelled in many parts of New-England, Shelter- 
Iſland, Long-Iſland, New-York, Eaſt and Welt 
Jerſey, Pennſylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, ſeveral 
times; and God bleſſed his labours, ſo that ſeveral 
were convinced, and turned to the Lord through his 
miniſtry, 

He was a man richly furniſhed with the gifts of the 
holy Spirit; patient under exerciſes; grave in beha- 
viour ; pleaſant and exemplary in converſation :; his 
miniſtry weighty and deep, tending to the conſola- 
tion and comfort of God's people: unity of brethren 
was his ſoul's delight; he endured many hardfhips 
for his faithful teſtimony to the truth, and was greatly 
capable, through his long experience, to adviſe, and 
give counſel, to perſons in all conditions; he was a 
diligent, and early comer to meetings. 

His underſtanding and memory in his Jatter years, 
had more than common brightneſs; in the time of 
his ſickneſe, he greatly deſired, and delighted in the 
company of friends; and ſome days before he died, 
he ſaid to a friend that was with him, © I have a deſire 
© tolee ſome friends ;* (that were gone to a quarter- 
ly meeting) inquiring if they were returned: the 
friend anſwered, © They were not; we look for them 
every day.“ He replied, I fear I ſhall not live to 
« fee them: but let death come when it will, my re- 
© ward is ſure,” | 

He often expreſſed great ſatisfaction and refigna- 
tion in the will of the Lord: and with much patience 

2 2 he 
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he endured his long and tedious ſickneſs, although at 
times attended with ſharp pains. 

On the 26th of the firſt month, 1716, he died in 
the Lord, at his own houſe in Rhode-Iſland. 


Aged about 91 
A miniſter about 45 3 


yam 


OHN BOWSTEAD was born at Aglionby, 
«J near Carliſle in Cumberland, the 30th of the ſe- 
cond month, 1659, He was convinced of the bleſled 
truth when young, and in a few years after, received 
a gift of the miniſtry, in which he improved both at 
home and abroad. He travelled in divers parts of the 
nation, as alſo into Scotland and Ireland, where he 
did not only viſit friends, but had meetings amongft 
other people, and ſeveral were turned unto the Lord 
through his miniſtry, And as he preached Chriſt in 
word and doEtrine, he alſo adorned the ſame in an 
exemplary life and converſation, plainneſs and gravity. 
He was faithful to our ancient teſtimony againſt the 
great oppreſſion of tithes, and ſuffered the ſpoiling of 
his goods patiently ; allo aſſiſted others when they 
were under proſecution for conſcience fake, and went 
with them before magiſtrates. 

He duly attended meetings for the worſhip of God, 
and took his children and family with him, and was 
a good example to them in this reſpe&t. He was 
ready to do good to all, and his heart and houſe were 
open to entertain his friends. 

In his miniſtry, his doctrine was plain and power- 
ſul, and he divided the word aright, preaching the 


goſpel freely, and was zealous in contending for the 


faith. He loved good order, and promoted the ſame 
in the church, and laboured fervently for its ſupport. 
; | 88 A univerſal 
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A univerſal lover of faithful friends, and an encourager 
of the weak, and ſought the good of his neighbours 
and countrymen, and was well beloved, | 

He was tender over ſuch as were under exerciſe; 
he loved liberality, and hated covetouſneſs; diligent 
in his travels to viſit the churches, and careful when 
at home, for the ſupport of his family, He had much 
excerciſe with wrong ſpirits, againſt whom he bore a 
faithful teſtimony. 

The time of his ſickneſs was ſhort ; and though it 
lay heavy upon him, he retained his ſenſes clear, and 
uttered fuch heavenly expreſſions, that the apothecary 
who attended on him (though not of our profeſſion) 
declared, © I hat he had. been with people of divers 
© ranks, and never heard the like before.“ 

Several friends viſiting him, he ſaid, Oh! how 
© caly am I in company of clean ſpirited friends.” 

Perceiving the time of his departure draw nigh, he 
deſired to ſee his wife (who then lay weak of a fever) 
who was brought to him, and they took leave one of 
another; and in alittle time, in a ſweet frame of ſpirit, 
he departed this life, the zoth of the ſecond month, 
1716. 

He was buried in friends burying- place at Scotby, 
on the 2d of the third month, many friends and others 
accompanying his body to the grave. 


Aged 57 
A miniſter oy 9 


of Sedberg in the county of Vork, and daugh- 
ter of Thomas Robertſon, of Grayrig in Weſtmore- 


land, was educated in the way of truth, as profeſſed 


by the people called Quakers. She Was of an inno- 
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cent life and converſation, and well beloved of her 
triends and neighbours, 

She was long troubled with an aſthma, or ſhortneſs 
of breath, which ſhe bore with great patience. 


In the time of her weakneſs ſhe admoniſhed her 


children © to take the advice of good friends, and be 
« ſubject to their father; to keep to plainnels in their 
© apparel, and not covet after high matters, which ſhe 
never did; and that the Lord had bleſſed her, and 
© had been good to her every way; and ſhe was re- 
© ſigned and willing to leave this world.“ She alſo 
ſaid at another time, when her huſband, children, and 
ſeveral friends were preſent, © The Lord hath blefled 


© us both inwardly and outwardly, and I dearly love 


© my huſband and children; but my mind is taken 


off from all viſible enjoyments ; I bleſs God's holy 
name for the many ſweet and comfortable ſeaſons J 
© have had upon my ſick bed.” | 

She was never heard to murmur in all the time of 
her weakneſs, but lay in a ſweet and quiet frame of 
ſpirit, Many friends and neighbours viſited her, to 
whom ſhe ſaid, © I am not able to expreſs the good- 
© neſs of God I have felt to my ſoul: I am glad I 
© have been charitable to the poor, and that I have 
© done good in my day and time: I have the com- 
© fort of it now, and great fatisfaction therein.“ 

A little before her departure, ſhe told her huſband, 
© ſhe had had a ſweet dream or viſton, and fight of a 
g'orious place ſhe was going to; and that ſhe ſhould 
© have an eaſy paſſage out of this world ;* and aſked 
him, If he thought ſhe might continue another 
© night? But,” faid ſhe, J am willing to wait the 
© Lord's time, though I had rather be diſſolved, and be 


« with Chriſt.“ Her huſband ſaid, he hoped ſhe might, 


She was ſenſible to the laſt, and departed this life 
quietly, like one falling into a ſweet ſleep, and is at 
reſt with the Lord for ever. She was aged 45 years 
and 6 days. 
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LEXANDER CLARKE, by occupation a 

ſhepherd, whom the Lord viſited in his youth, 
when given to pleaſure and worldly delights, and 
begat in him a true hunger and thiift after the know- 
ledge of God, and he was drawn from the publick 
ways of worſhip of diyers that profetled God and 
Chiift, ſeeing by the light of Chriſt in his heart, 
that their lives were not agreeable to their profeſſion ; 
but he became earneſt in his defires, to join with 
thoſe whoſ2 lives and converſations were agreeable 
to that holy profeſſion, of which Chriſt was the 
high prieſt and apoſtle. And obſerving the lives and 
converſations of the people called Qakers to be 
agrecable thereunto, he inclined to hear them, and 
to be joined unto them; but was cautioned by ſome 
peo le that knew him, to beware of the Quakers, 
telling him, they were an erroneous and pernicious 
people. So that he became an. earneſt contender 
againſt them; yet ſome time after this he went to 
hear them at Geddinton, in the county of Nor- 
thampton, and after at Wellingborough, where that 
zealous miniſter and ſervant of Chriſt, William 
Dewſberry, preached the goſpe] powerfully ; ſo that 
Alexander Clarke was convinced, and became a fre- 
quent attender of friends. meetings, received the 


truth in the love of it, and waited upon the Lord 


in ſilence, and came to know the ſpirit and power 
of God to work in and upon him, ſo that he be- 
came a faithful follower of him, 

And when the Lord had fitted him for his work, 
he committed to him a diſpenſation of the goſpel of 
peace, and the word of the Lord came to him as he 
was following his flock, and faid to him, © Be thou 
© faithful, and thou ſhalt propheſy :* and indeed he 
did, and freely preached the goſpel of Chriſt, 
Though he knew not letters, he was well acquaint- 
ed with the word of life, and often reached to the 

hearers, 
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hearers, ſtirring up friends to feel life, and was in- 
ſtrumental to bring them to the feeling thereof, as 
they witneſſed, to whom he would often ſay, * Ye 
© are my witneſſes in the Lord, that I am his ſervant 
© to ſerve you in love, and that I preach not mylſclt, 
© but Chritt the Lord.“ 

He laboured in his maſter's harveſt near forty 
years; and a little before he died he gave friends that 
came to viſit him much good counſel and Chriſtian 
advice, and told them, he had finiſhed his courſe ; 
and charged his family to love God and each other, 
and not to forget the Locd, ſaying, © Grace teacheth 
© us all ;* which was the laſt ſentence. 

So this faithful ſervant of the Lord kept the faith, 
finiſhed his courſe, and fell aſleep in the Lord, and 
is at reſt, 

He died in the 75th year of his age. Many 
friends attended his body to the burying-ground at 
Kettering in Northamptonſhire. 


HRISTOPHER PEARSON, of Ulluck in 
Cumberland, when he was a lad, went to a 
meeting of the people called Quakers, at Pardſey- 
Cragg, to ſcoff at them, in the year 1656 ; but 
when he heard the meſſengers of the goſpel of Chriſt 


declare the everlaſting truth (who were ſent of God 
to turn people from darkneſs to the light of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt) through their teſtimony, he was reach- 


ed by the Lord's power, and came to know the work 
of it, and to wait upon the Lord therein, to witneſs 
a being cleanſed thereby, and his faith to ſtand in it. 
And it was not only given unto him to believe in 
the Lord Jeſus, but alſo to ſuffer joyfully for his ſake 
the ſpoiling of his goods, and in his deepeſt ſufferings 
he was ſupported. 
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A few days before he died, he ſaid, The Lord 
© hath been kind to me from a child, and hath done 
© more for me than I could either aſk or think :? 
adding, I never turned my back upon an informer, 
© nor ever wronged any man of one halfpenny in all 
my life to my knowledge.” 

Then he adviſed his children to be careful, and 
ſaid to them, Do no harm either to man or beaſt; 
© but do good wherever you come, as J have ſhewed 
© you an example.* He was a good neighbour, a 
loving huſband, a tender father, a man given to hoſ- 
pitality, and careful to entertain ſtrangers : the Lord 
was with him when on a ſick bed, and his heart 
was tendered with a ſenſe and feeling of his love and 
kindneſs. A friend aſked him how he did, and how 
he was ſatisfied; he cheerfully anſwered, © I am very 
© well ſatisfied that all will be well; for I find the 
Lord's mercies are great: we have ſeen much ſince 
we were convinced : we have gone to the meetings 
in true humility, fear and plainneſs : and truth is 
what it was, and all that keep faithful to it, will 
be kept by it out of all evil. I am glad to ſee my 
ſon ſettled, and I doubt not but he will ſtand up in 
my place; I adviſe him to be a good neighbour.” 
Being in great affliction of body, he often prayed 
to the Lord Jeſus, that he would remember him, 
and take him to his mercy, that he might be eaſed 
of his pains and this troubleſome world ;* he kept 
his integrity to the end, and it is not doubted but he 
finiſhed in peace, His corpſe being attended by 
many friends and ſober people to Eaglesfield, was 
there honourably interred, and the Lord's power 
was manifeſt among them, and the way of life and 
ſalvation proclaimed, with a warning to all to repent 
of their wickedneſs, and turn to the Lord, that they 
might be prepared for their final change. 


. 


* 
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r PADUMUTELY, 


OAN SLEY, late of Alton in Hampſhire, was 
an honcſt, zealous woman, one that loved our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, his miniſters and faithful follow- 
ers, and was very diligent in meeting with the Lord's 
people, to worſhip and ſerve him; whatever loſs or 
ſuffering ſhe met with, ſhe neglected not that ſer- 
vice: and as ſhe diligently fought the Lord, he re- 
newed her ſtrength, increaſed her love and zeal for 
the truth, and preſerved her in his fear to a good old 
age: he endued her fo with his wiſdom, that ſhe was 
directed to order her converſation as became the ho- 
ly profeſſion ſhe made, and in plainneſs and up— 
rightneſs of heart, like a mother in ſpiritual Iſrael, 
whoſe faith and example is worthy to be followed, 
and ſhe among the righteous to be had in everlaſting 
remembrance, 

She was very Charitable to the poor, and forgot 
not to do good and communicate, 

She was early convinced by that eminent miniſter 
George Fox, and being faithful unto the Lord, was 
zealouſly concerned to bear her teſtimony for him, 
againſt whatever he ſhewed her to be contrary to 
truth, and the purity of it. 

After her convincement ſhe met with ſufferings 
and afflictions from her huſband for a time, and 
afterwards from others in her own houſe; after her 
huſband's death ſhe kept the Crown Inn in Alton 
about 46 years. She was faithful in her teſtimony 
relating to truth, and zealous in her own houſe againſt 
all manner of excels; all which gained her a good 
report. 

In the time of her illneſs and near her end, ſhe 
commemorated the dealings of the Lord with her, 
and how he had been on her ſide, and ſtood by her 
in the many great dangers and ſufferings ſne had 
gone through, in bearing her teſtimony among the 
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ſoldiers and rude perſons that ſometimes were in her 
houſe. | 

To the laſt ſhe was lively in her ſpirit, and the 
Lord was good to her, and carried her through all 
her trials, and the temptations and provocations of 
the*enemy, both within and without that attended 
her. | 


She had her memory and underſtanding to the end, 


though in the 84th year ot her age, and was con- 


cerned for the proſperity of truth, ſaying, If it be 
© the Lord's will, I deſire he may extend to the young 
generation a freſh viſitation : for nothing ſhort of 
a holy life and godly converſation will do.” 

She adviſed the youth to read the holy Scriptures, 
and particularly the laſt chapter of Joſhua, that all 
might ſerve the Lord in ſincerity and truth, as ſhe 
had done, and had the comfort thereof in her dying 
hour, which was in peace with God. 

As ſhe was well beloved in her life, ſo when ſhe 
was dead, her body was attended by a great many 
friends and neighbours, and interred at Alton, 


* 
— 


ARY DICEINSON, daughter of Daniel 
Dickinſ en, of Plumland in Cumberland, de- 


parted this life the 25th of the eleventh month, in 
the 14th year of her age: of whom take the follow- 


ing account. 


She was naturally of a cheerful diſpoſition, but 
patient under what the met with from any that was 


not pleaſing to her ; not apt to be provoked. 


The Lord was pleaſed to give her an underſtand. 
ing of his divine truth, and ſo affected her heart with 
love to it, that when he was pleaſed to viſit her with 
the ſickneſs, of which ſhe died, ſhe was very patient 
and reſigned to the will of the Lord. 


Her 
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Her father, ſome days before her departure, aſked 
her, Whether ſhe had rather die than live ;* ſhe 
anſwered readily, She had rather die, becauſe ſhe 
© honed a better place was prepared for her. With 
brokenneſs of heart ſhe often prayed unto the Lord. 

The day ſhe departed, her mother being by her, 
ſaid, + Wait with patience, the Lord will not tarry 
© long.* Then this young virgin, being broken in 
ſpirit in much tenderneſs, with a heavenly harmony 
ſung praiſes to the Lord, and uttered many divine 
ſayings, and cried unto the Lord, ſaying, * O Lord! 
© I pray thee remember me this day, and open a 
© door of mercy for me, and take me to thyſelf : 
© Lord, have mercy upon my poor ſoul this day, 
© and open to me this day, I beſeech thee ; for there 
© is none like unto thee ; no, not one.“ Then ſpeak- 
ing to thoſe by her, ſaid, * Fear God, and love him, 
© and keep his commandments all of you ; and be 
© merciful to the poor, I beſeech you, all that hear 
me.“ After, her father aiked her, if ſhe had any 
pain ; ſhe anſwered, © My pain is taken away.” 
Again, her father ſaid, Doſt thou know, my child, 
© that the Lord hath prepared a place for thee ?* She 
anſwered, © Yes: and not for me only, but for all 
© thoſe that love and fear him, and keep his com- 
< mandments.* About an hour before her death, 
ſhe being tendered in ſpirit, aſked for a bible; which 
being given unto her, ſhe readily turned to the 8th 
chapter of Geneſis, and diſtinctly read it, then cover- 
ing herſelf, ſweetly died without either ſigh or groan. 


— . 


CQTEPHEN MANNING, ſon of Edward and 
8 Alice Manning, of Edmondſbury in Suffolk, 
was of an innocent and upright life, conſtant in 
attending religious meetings, and went ſeveral miles 
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to them on foot; he was alſo a diligent waiter upon 
the Lord therein, and received much benefit from 
it, in having his underſtanding enlarged, and his 
ſtrength renewed : God was pleaſed. to put him into 
the miniſtry, and cauſed him to declare his everlaſting 
truth, exhorting the Lord's people in faithfulneſs to 
perſevere in the way of the Lord, and to be diligent to 
wait on him, that they might live in, and enjoy what 
they were convinced of, He was alſo concerned to 
caution againſt pride and covetouſneſs, and ſuper- 
fluity in apparel, and to beware of thoſe ſins, and 
the various workings of the enemy. 

He was a meck ſteady man, and lived in what he 
preached, being exemplary in his converſation, as 
became his holy profeſſion. - 

He was doncerned that the orphans of poor friends 
ſhould be taken care of, and educated in ſobriet 
and in the way of truth; and being ſenſible that in 
{ome places there was a neglect, he wrote an epiſtle 
to friends on that account, which was read in the 
meetings they had for the concerns of the ſociety. 

He travelled into divers neighbouring counties, as 
Eſſex, Norfolk, to London, and other places, and 
his labour of love was well received. Growing weak, 
many friends came to viſit him, to whom he ſaid, 
I have deſired to have a name among the righteous, 


© and the Lord hath anſwered my requeſt; and 1 


© have ſerved the Lord faithfully, and have the an- 
© ſwer of well done in my boſom.” 

He was a man of few words, but ſavoury ; he 
had great love and bowels of compaſſion towards 
thoſe that had any good deſires in them, and was 
tender to thoſe whom the enemy, by his ſubtilty and 
their unwatchfulneſs, had drawn aſide out of the 
right way ; often exhorted © to labour to have a poſ- 
« ſeſſion in the truth, and ſaid, © a profeſſion thereof 
© only, will not do.“ 


Vor. II. A 2 He 


278 PIETY PROMOTED. 


He bore his illneſs with great patience, and was 
truly reſigned to. the will of the Lord, whether in 
lite or death. He faid to ſome that came to viſit 
him, My peace is made: I have nothing to do 
© but to wait for my change, which I long for, I 
© have ſerved the Lord to my uttermoſt, and am fure 
© of an inheritance with him, who is worthy to be 
© ſerved: he is a good rewarder.” 

One friend ſpoke to him of his Hopton journey, after 
which he was taken ill; he ſaid, 1 cannot tell but it 
might weaken me; but I do not repent, it bein 

in the ſervice of truth.” | 
Hie exhorted to love and unity among brethren, 
which he delighted in, and ſaid, "There is a ſpirit 
getting in among the profeſſors of truth, which 
c ſeeketh diſcord ; beware of it.“ He alſo ſignified, 
the judgments of the Lord were come, and comin 
upon this nation, and ſaid, * Do nothing whereb 
© to cauſe the Lord to be grieved; but be faithful in 
© all things.“ 

One of his brothers and his ſiſter ſitting by him, he 
ſpake ſeveral things relating to truth, and the peace 
and joy he felt; and faid, © I know not why the 
Lord hath ſo filled me with his love this morning, 
© who account myſelf but as duſt and aſhes.“ About 
three days before his departure, he took his leave of 
his parents and relations, and bid them farewell, ſay- 
ing, 1 hope I am going to an everlaſting habita- 
© tion, where I ſhall dwell for ever with the righteous 
generation.“ Afterwards he revived, and next day, 
though his voice was very low, he ſpoke ſeveral 
weighty things, and ſaid, * Dwell in love, and let it 
© increaſe.” 1 

He fell as it were into a ſleep, and lay near three 


quarters of an hour, and ſo paſſed away quietly; and 


a few days alter, his remains were interred, being 
carried from Bury meeting-houſe to friends burying- 
ground, accompanied by many friends and others, 
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and divers teſtimonies were borne in love to the 
truth, that had made the deceaſed what he was, 
and of their ſatisfaction he was gone to his everlaſt- 


ing reſt, 


DO 
Aged 31 7 
A miniſter 11 1 1 
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ICHARD RANSOM, miller, of North-Wal- 
ſham in the county of Norfolk, was convinced 
of the truth about the year 1676, and it was given him 
not only to helieve in God, and in Jeſus Chriſt his 
Son, but alſo to ſuffer impriſonment for his name's 
fake near fifteen years. "The Lord was pleaſed to 
qualify, and ſend him forth freely to. preach the 
goſpel of peace, and did attend him with his pre- 
ſence and power, and bleſſed his labours of love for 
the good of fouls; and he travelled much in Eng- 
land, Wales, Scotland, and Ireland. 

In his travels in Glouceſterſhire, in 1716, he was 
taken ill, and obliged to ſtop at Briſtol, being vi- 
ſited with the ſmall-pox ; which when he perceived, 
he ſaid, © As the Lord had carried him through the 
nations to this time, and now permitted this diſ- 
© temper to come on him, he thought it was for 
© his end.“ So he made his will, and deſired a let- 
ter might be wrote to his wife and children. And 
conſidering the great diſtance they were from him, 
he had no deſire of their coming to him; but de- 
fired his © dear love might be remembered unto them, 
© with fervent deſires to the Lord for their preſerva- 
© tion in the truth, that they might be kept in true 
© faithfulneſs and obedience to his requirings, and 
* that in this affliction they may keep in true pa- 
© tience and obedience to the Lord, who would 
* keep and provide for them to the end of their 
* days, as he had done hitherto,” 

A 2 2 He 


280 PIETY PROMOTED. 


a a a a a 


a a:@ 0 a 4 


He faid to friends of Briſtol, He was glad to ſee 
them, and that which makes me,” ſaid he, more 
glad, is to find truth alive amongſt you : keep to 
truth, the pure truth, the unſpotted truth, and that 
will keep you a clean people to God ; keep to 
truth, and that will be over all.” 

Another time he ſaid to friends, Do you ſtand 
faithful for God and his truth : be valiant for the 
truth, and it will be a comfort to you; as it is 
given way unto, it will come up into dominion 
and be over all. I know what I ſay, I have felt 
the comfort of it many a time, and do now to this 
very day.“ | 

On the 2d of the ninth month ſeveral friends came 


to ſee him, to whom he ſaid, © Friends, the Lord 


e Wow ro . . SE © ws 


bath given me an underſtanding, and hath let me 
ſee many years ago, but more eſpecially of late, 
why he affliteth his little ones; it is in order to 


drive them nearer home to himſelf, for the Lord 


is about to try his people; but, dear friends, be 
not diſcouraged, for though you may go through 
the fire, and through the water, the Lord's arm 1s 
underneath : my ſoul is a living witneſs of it, I 
ſpeak it for your encouragement, for Jeſus carries 
his lambs in his arms, and leads his along into the 


low valleys, in green paſtures of life, and to lie 
down as at noon-day, where none ſhall make them 


afraid, The Lord is faithful to all thoſe that truſt 
in him : therefore be you faithful and not waver- 
ing ; for thoſe that waver are like the waves of 
the ſea. There is a day coming, and will come, 


that ſhall try the foundations of all, young and 
old; and thoſe that are not eſtabliſhed on the 
rock ſhall be blown away: but the Lord is raiſing 
up ſome that ſhall ſtand as pillars for his truth, 


and ſhall not value their lives unto the death.“ 

Another time he ſaid, © Friends, I deſire you not 

to look at any inſtrument, but let your truſt be in 
| the 


re 
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the God of Iſrael, who ſhall keep and preſerve you 
as he hath my ſoul.“ Then he prayed, © that the 
Lord would bleſs friends in their meetings and in 
their families, and comfort his afflicted wife and 
children, which he had left behind, and that the 
Lord would bleſs and preſerve his little ones in this 
city.“ | 

8 after a little ſilence, I have another word 
riſes in my heart to ſpeak to you all, and it is this 
endeavour to delight in filence, worſhip the Lord 
in the ſilence of all fleſh: retire in your own 
families from the clutter and hurries of buſineſs 
© of the world, and wait upon the Lord in ſtillneſs ; 
« for the Lord will have a willing people.” 

A friend expreſſed his concern, that he ſhould be 
ſo ſuddenly taken with ſuch a dangerous diſtemper; 
he replied in a very comfortable manner, © I am well 
© ſatisfhed and content with the will of the Lord 
© therein z* and further ſignified, © that he found 
© nothing troubled him; he was clear and eaſy, and 
* willing to die:“ upon their parting he ſaid, © Fare- 
well: if I never ſee thee more, be ſure to keep to 
< truth, and that will keep thee, and do not part 
* with or looſe thy ſenſe of that for any thing 
© whatſoever.? | 

Not long before he died, he ſaid to friends about 
him, I am glad to ſee you, it is a comfort to me 
© this day; and I am well pleaſed that I was brought 
* hither to die with you.“ 

Again he ſaid, © I have made it my care to be 
© obedient to what the Lord hath required of me, 
and in that I find peace and ſatisfaction. Peace 
© on a dying bed is more than all, and I bleſs God, 
« I can fay in truth without boaſting, I feel his 
c peace: I am eaſy and freely reſigned in his wil}, 
© and have nothing to do but to die; for I have 


« faithfully diſcharged myſelf of what the Lord re- 
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© quired of me, and am going to receive the reward 
© of my doings.” 

Friends taking their leave of him he faid, in a 
weighty frame of mind, © Farewell in the Lord Jeſus ; 
© for in him alone it is we can fare well.” 

About half an hour before he died, he was raiſed 
up in his bed, and ſaid to friends, What need 

have we to centre down in the night ſeaſon, to feel 

Jeſus, ſweet Jeſus, heavenly Jetus to commune 

with us ; for when he comes he puts an end to all 

rovings and hurries which are in the world, with 
many trials, tribulations and afflictions, which riſe 
not out of the duſt ! But dear friends, Iſrael's Got 


will not leave his afflicted ones, for he will proſper 
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© his work which he hath begun, and ye ſhall ſee it 
© as you are faithful; and here you ſhall be made 
© witneſſes, that one hour in the preſence of the Lord 
© is better than a thouſand : for in the world are 
< trouble, ſtrife, animoſities and contentions you 
may ſee ; but all this will come to an end, as we 
6. keep in the patience and ſtillneſs of Jefus ; for that 
vill conduct us ſafe to our delired reſt, where all 
£. ſorrows will ceaſe, and tears be wiped away; and 
c 


that you may be preſerved in true faithfulneſs, is 


© the deſire of my ſoul.” | 


He departed in peace the 8th of the ninth month; 
1716, and his remains were interred on the toth in 


friends burying-ground in Briſtol, 


kington, of Epping, in the county of Eſſex, was 
a woman of a blameleſs converſation, delighting to re- 


tire often in fecret, to ſeek acquaintance and favour 


with the Lord, and that ſhe might increaſe in the 
fame, did ſeldom miſs attending their week-day 


meeting 


NARAH ELKINGTON, wife of Thomas El- 
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meeting (though ſometimes very ſmall) and was dili- 
gent therein, to keep her mind under a right exer- 
ciſe, which ſhe would often ſay, *© required ſtrict 
© watchfulneſs.” She was concerned to have in poſ- 
ſeſſion, that which ſhe profeſſed, as did more manifeſt- 
ly appear, when ſhe came towards the concluſion of 
| her time in this world. A cough and conſumption 
had attended her ſome time, but increaſed very faſt 
upon her, in the beginning of the 11th month, 1717, 
ſo that ſhe was apprehenſive her end drew near, but 
faid, © That her peace was made with the Lord, and 
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that through his great mercy, he had enabled her ſo 
© to walk, that now ſhe had true content and ſatis- 
«© faction, in that ſhe had been faithful according to 
© the meaſure of grace received.* Not many days 


before her departure out of this world, ſhe faid, © Her 


heart was filled with praifes to the Lord, but her 
© condition of body was ſuch, that ſhe could not ex- 
© preſs the ſame as ſhe ſhould have done, had ſhe but 
« ſtrength.* And ſpeaking to her huſband, ſhe ſaid, 
© My dear, do not mourn ſo for me; I am but going 
© the common way of all fleſh; I am not afraid of 
© death; for ſeeing it is the will of the Lord, I am 
© thankful that my will is ſubjected to his: his time 
cis the beſt time; and this I can ſay, my peace and 
© enjoyment is ſuch, that I had rather die than live.? 


Divers times, as ſhe found herſelf enabled, ſhe gave 
good advice to her own, and her huſband's children, 
adviſing them, © To obey their father, and remember 
© his advice, and to be careful to walk humbly: before 


© the Lord, and truly to fear him, and then it would” 
be well with them here, and hereafter.” 


And this, with. much more that ſhe uttered, was 


ſpoken with ſuch awfulneſs, and in a ſweet frame of 
ſpirit, that it tendered the hearts of thoſe ſhe ſpoke 


to: as her children came to ſee her, ſhe took her ſo- 


temn leave of them, bleſſing them in the name of the 
Lord, Lying. ſome time ſtill, and retired in her 


mind, 
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mind, ſhe ſaid, © That ſhe felt no pain, neither was 
© ſhe ſick, but very eaſy, and alſo well content- 
© ed, and eſteemed it a high favour that the Lord dealt 
© ſo kindly by her, that ſhe ſhould be fo free from 
© pain of body, and clear from trouble of mind :* in 
the ſenſe of which, and of the overflowings of the 
goodneſs of God, ſhe ſaid, © Her heart was tendered, 
© and that tears of joy did flow from her eyes.“ And 
further added, © That it was now her great comfort, 
< that in the paſt time of her life, ſhe had, through the 
© grace of God, been careful to order her converſa- 
© tion according to the holy profeſſion ſhe did make. 
That ſhe had obſerved too great a want of that 
© amongit too many, who gave themſelves a liberty 
© to ſpeak at large, and unwarrantably ; which,” 
ſhe ſaid, * ſhe had been careful to avoid; and now 
© ſhe ſaw the advantage and profit of ſuch ſelf-denial 
© and watchfulneſs.” | 

Another time, lying in a ſtill and retired frame of 
mind, ſhe broke forth in praiſes and thankſgiving to 
the Lord, ſaying, O Lord thou haſt been good 
< unto my ſoul : thou art the everlaſting fountain of 
© unſpeakable goodneſs.” Three or four of her 


children being by her bedſide, ſhe ſaid, O dear 


© children, dwell in the fear of the Lord, and he 
© will manifeſt his goodneſs to you : mind, I defire 
C 8 the words of your dying mother, for the 

ord hath been good to my ſoul many a time, 
© praiſes be to his worthy name. O my ſoul praiſe the 
Lord. Were I capable, I could write ſomething 
© to leave behind me, of my experience concerning 
© the dealings of the Lord with me, and what a brave 
© thing it 1s to fear and ſerve him, and what I now 
« enjoy.” 

Her huſband telling her, that ſomething of what 
ſhe had ſaid, was taken down in writing, which he 
believed would be of ſervice when ſhe was gone, ſhe 
kemed pleaſed, often ſaying, © Her eye was to the 
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© Lord, hoping he would enable her patiently to go 


through what might yet be permitted to come upon 


© her; that it was a brave thing to truſt in the Lord, 
* and conſtantly to watch againſt the enemy ;? and 
ſaid, © I now rejoice in the goodneſs of the Lord, for 
he is with me; and although I am coming to hard 
© work, for to die is not an eaſy thing, yet I am 
* ealy;* and laying her hands upon her breaſt, faid, 
© I have peace and true content here.“ About half 
an hour before her departure, ſhe ſaid to thofe about 
her, This is hard work, but I am eaſy; my mind 
is eaſy; I have peace at heart, the Lord is near me, 
© my time now will be ſhort,* Then ſhe defired to 
know what time of the night it was; which being 
told her, ſhe lay very ſtill, breathing unto the Lord, 
and went away as it ſhe had fallen into a natural 
ſleep. 

She departed in great quietneſs, about the ſecond 
hour in the morning, on the 3d day of the firſt month, 
1717, about the 45th year of her age. 


ILLIAM TAYLOR, ſon of John and 

Agnes Taylor, of Whitehaven, was fervant 

to Ebenezer Pike, of Cork, in which ſtation he ap- 
proved himſelf faithful ; was ſober and well inclined, 
and in his converſation very exemplary. His love to 
truth, and thoſe that walked therein, drew an eſteem 
from honeſt friends towards him ; he was careful to 
keep to meetings, and not miſs the advantage of ſuch 
opportunities, whether publick or private. | 
He was taken ill with the ſmall-pox, and ſome time 
before his departure, he ſaid to Peter Tomey, I 
© have defired thy company, and ſome more honeſt 
« friends, that you may ſee my departure; for the 
time ſeems to be ſhort, and my poor mother will 
| © never 
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* ncver ſee me more.” And being in a ſweet and 
ſeni. frame of mind, ſaid, I Jefre thee to remem- 
© ber n dear love in the truth, to my father and mo- 
© ther, i ers and brother, and to friends in Cumber- 
land, | 2m thankful my mind is kept eaſy and 
quiet; ccount it a great mercy from God, and 
bope Im continue ſo to the end. And I deſire 
thou mayſt be concerned in thy ſpirit, that I may 
finiſh my journey in peace. 

He faid to Deborah Bell, The Lord hath been 
good to me from my childhood to this time, and I 
have loved hin: ſince I knew him; though at times 
there hath not been ſuch a cloſe walking with him 
as ought to have been : but I hope, if the Lord 
ſees meet to take me away at this time, he will be 
merciſul to me; and if I live longer, I hope to be 
more careful to anſwer his will. But,* faid he, 
I am as if I was under a cloud, and I cannot enjo 
ſo much of the love of God as I gladly would, 
which we poor creatures want, when we come to 
ſuch a time as this. I do not think I ſhall get 


over it; the Lord is good to me, and at times gives 
me taſtes of his love. | 


The day betore he dicd, he faid, To my great 
© comfort, the Lord is come, and hath filled my ſoul 
© with his love; and now I am ready ;” he afterwards 
ſignified, © he was going to everlaſting reſt, where he 
© ſhould ſing praiſes and hallelujahs for ever and 
© ever, 

It will be a hard thing, ſaid he, for my dear father 
© and mother, when they hear of my death; but tell 
< them from me, I defire they may bear it with patience, 
© for I am happy; and remember my love to them.” 

He deſired thoſe preſent to bear witneſs, © That he 
< went out of this world in a ſenſible condition, and 
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© full evidence and aſſurance of eternal life ;* ſaying, 


© Now the enemy is driven away, and never ſhall re- 
| | © turn 
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© turn again; he has done with me for ever; glory, 
© glory, to my God.” 

And ſo continued in praiſes and thankſgivings for 
a conſiderable time, and gave excellent advice to di- 
vers, for he was ſtrengthened to admiration to ſpeak 
for the Lord. > 

About an hour after, he ſaid to his nurſe, and ſome 
others, Now I am going,” and fo quietly departed 
the 8th of the ſixth month, 1717, like a lamb, 


Here follows a Paper that was written by him, giv- 
ing an Account of his Veſitation. 


IN the ſeventh month, 1706, I being then be. 
eween twelve and thirteen years of age, the Lord was 
pleaſed to viſit my ſoul by his divine power, which 
ſeized upon me, and brought me to a ſenſe of m 
ſtate and condition. I had never been addicted to 
any groſs evil, but had ſpent too much time in play- 
ing with other wild children, and in light and vain 
diſcourſe, And although I had been ſoberly educat- 
ed amongſt friends, and conſtantly frequented meet- 


ings, yet I ſaw I had not lived fo in the fear of God 


as I ought to have done, 

Now I alſo ſaw, in ſome meaſure, the neceſſity of 
an inward work, and that I. muſt forſake and part 
with all my former vanities and paſtimes. And this 
brought great ſorrow upon me, ſo that I was ready to 
ſay, This inward ſorrow, and exerciſe of ſou], is 
8 . to be borne than all outward affliction;ꝰ and 
J was in great trouble and ſorrow for ſome time, not 
ſo much from a ſenſe of former guilt, but the Lord's 
power working in me, changed my heart, and I was 
very ſad and heavy, and the croſs of Chriſt ſeemed 
hard to bear. I thought it was very hard, that I, 
who was ſo young, ſhould part with all youthful paſ- 
times; but ſoon after the Lord was pleaſed to let me 
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ſee (in ſome meaſure) the beauty of his truth, and 
how he would love thoſe that feared him; and did ſo 
overcome my heart in a ſenſe of his love, that I was 
ready to ſay, © I will give up my heart to the Lord; 
© he ſhall have my youthful days.” And then the 
fear of the Lord ſeized upon my heart, and as I kept 
to it, with my mind exerciſed in ſpiritual things, I 
was preſerved out of my former vanity, and became 
ſober, and was much inclined to reading. of friends 
books (which before I did not mind) and delighted 
to read thoſe authors who had written their own ex- 
perience, concerning the Lord's work in them at their 
firſt convincemegt, and the firſt breaking forth of 
truth, alſo their travels and ſufferings ; in the reading 
of which, I was much affected, and often comforted, 
having a ſight of the glory of that day, and alſo of the 
Lord's goodneſs to thoſe his faithful ſervants in the 
begiuning, and how they were preſerved through all 
their exerciſes. | 

My buſineſs at that time, being amongſt ſome looſe 
and vain people, who did not fear the Lord, their idle 
talk, and evil communication was very uneaſy to me 
J ſaw they were ftrangers to the work of regenera- 
tion, and lamented their condition; and when J 
awaked in the morning, oh ! the fear and dread that 
was upon me. 

Thus for ſome time I was religiouſly exerciſed, 
but a while after frequenting the company of ſome 
young people (ſome of whom were friends children) 
who were light and airy in.their converſations, and 
much Sven to mirth and jollity, I was drawn in 
amongſt them, and began to take delight in their 
company, and many hours were ſpent (in the winter 
Evenings) in idle talking and fooliſh jeſting, by which 
I was much hurt, as to my inward condition, and be- 
gan to be ſettled in eaſe, and got from under that con- 
cern of mind, which had for ſome time been upon 
me: yet the Lord, by his light and grace in my heart, 

i did 
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did often reprove me for my wantonneſs, ſo that I 
was preſerved from groſs evils, but too much given 
to lightneſs and mirth, | 

But the Lord (whoſe love was ſtill towards me) 
did not leave me in that ſtate, I remember one time 
when I was ſitting in a meeting, the power of the 
Lord ſeized me, which turned my heart towards 
him ; and by the ſhining of his light and grace in my 
heart at that time, I clearly ſaw, that if I would be 
Chriſt's diſciple, I muſt take up his croſs, and give 
up my heart to the Lord; have my mind taken off 
from the things of this world, and ſtaid upon God. 
And that ſaying of the apoſtle was brought to my re- 


membrance, viz. To be carnally minded is death, 


« but to be ſpiritually- minded is life and peace.“ 
— ————_——— 


OHN WILLIAMS was born in Topſham, the 
I4th of the firſt month, 1658, and brought up in 

the way of the church of England. When he was 
upwards of twenty years of age, he married the daugh- 
ter of Dorothy Trapnell, then alſo in the way of 
the church of England, where they continued un- 
til about the year 1687, when they were both invited 
to a meeting, where our worthy friend James Dick- 
enſon was; and ſometime after, he joined in profeſ- 
fion with the people called Quakers, with whom he 
continued to his end. Being taken ill about the 
beginning of the eighth month, 1717, when going up 
ſtairs, he ſaid, © that he thought he ſhould never more 
© come down ;* about two days after, he ſaid to his 
wife, © that it had been in his mind almoſt all the 


day before, to make his will, but being diſordered 
in his head, he did not know whether his memory 


© might continue ;* on which his wife ſaid to him, 


that he uſed to be low ſpirited when ſick ; he anſwere 
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ed, © that he muſt do it.” When it was done, and 
ſigned, he ſaid to his fon Peter, This is my mind, 
£ and if you love your mother, and be dutiful to her, 
© you may reap the benefit of it:“ after which he 
grew worſe, often ſpeaking of his death, and ſaying, 
He had rather die than live, except it were to ho- 
© nour the Lord;' after which he lay about eight 
hours ſpeechleſs; but recovering out of that ſtate, he 
deſired to ſee his wife and children once more; and 
deſiring his wife to kiſs him, he faid, © Farewell in 
© the Lord” ſhe anſwering, ſaid, In the Lord Jeſus 
© we ſhall fare well ;* to which he added, © Farewell in 
£ the Lord Jeſus.” He called his little grandſon, and 
holding him by the hand, ſaid, © Sammy, I deſire 
© thou mayſt be a good man and fear God, and then 
God will bleſs thee.” A friend coming to viſit 
him, he told him, © That he had that night fought, 
© as it were, with beaſts at Epheſus :* the friend ſaid, 
he hoped he did overcome; to which he cheerfully 
anſwered, © Yes, ves, there is ſtrength enough in the 
Lord to overcome all.“ He continued growing 
weaker and weaker, and on the 27th of the -ninth 
month, 1717, he departed this life, aged about 58 
Fears. ; | | 


N. B. Sometime after his deceaſe, James Dick- 

enſon coming in truth's ſervice into the weſt, came 
to viſit his widow, and looking on her, ſaid, he re- 
meinbered when ſhe and her huſband came into the 
meeting of friends in their finery, About thirty 
years before, he had ſaid to old John Colſworthy and 
wife, that the couple who came into the meeting 
would join with us, 
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ONATHAN TYLER, of Calne, in the coun- 
ty of Wilts, was convinced of the bleſſed truth 
about the 21ſt year of his age; and after ſome 
time, it pleaſed God to give him a large gift in the 
miniſtry, in which he was a faithful labourer, the pre- 
ſence of God attending him in his miniſtry, to the 
refreſhment of many, 

He travelled into moſt parts of this kingdom to 
viſit friends; alſo Scotland and Ireland, and in Ame- 
rica, as Pennſylvania, New-York, New-England, 
Eaſt and Weſt Jerſey, Maryland, Virginia, and Caro- 


Tina, where he ſpent about three years. He was a 


noble inſtrument in the hand of God, and had great 
ſervice for God and his truth in thoſe places; and 
many were turned from darkneſs to light, and from 
Satan's power, to the power of the Lord God, by his 


miniſtry, 


He was an affectionate huſband, and a tender fa- 
ther, a good and peaceable neighbour, and of a ſweet 
and pleaſant temper. 

After he came from America, he married and ſet- 
tled at Bradford in Wiltſhire, and was very ſervice- 
able in thofe parte, to the churches of Chriſt, 

After long ſtruggles with his diſtemper (the gout) 
which ſettled in his ſtomach, he was confined. to his 
bed, and on the 22d of the tenth month, 1717, his 
wife and children, with ſeveral other relations, being 
about him, he ſeemed ſomewhat refrethed thereby, 
and in a living frame of mind, expreſſed himſelf to 
them as followeth : © If the Lord pleaſe he can reſtore 
© me; fo long as there is life there is hopes; but 
when death is come, then there is no more hopes; 
the Lord God can, if he pleaſe, preſerve my life, 
which if he does, it muſt be for ſome good and 
glorious purpoſe : he is a good God to me; O 
thou good and ſweet God, who can forget ſo good 
a God !' Then remaining filent a while, he pro- 
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ceeded, © By this I know that I am paſſed from 
death to lite, becauſe I love the brethren.” 

The next day he remained (notwithſtanding his 
pains were very pungent) patient, and generally ſen- 
fible, and a ſiſter-in-law coming to him, expreſled 
Her trouble to find him ſo weak. He ſaid to her, 
© It is better to come to the houſe of mourning, than 
© to the houſe of mirth;“ and to his friends weeping 
about him, he ſaid, Oh! why do you trouble me; 
it is a brave thing to be quiet.“ He remained till 
after the middle of the night in a fleeping condition ; 
when awaking, he livingly uttered, O death! where 
is thy ſting ? grave, where is thy victory? Lord 
« Jeſus come quickly.“ Then his ſon-in-law aſking 
him, How he did; he anſwered, I am going in- 
© to another world ;* alſo ſignifying he was not afraid 
of death, nor of what did come after, 

Great part of the next day, the 24th, he ſaid but 
little, unleſs it was now and then when he ſeemed to 
have ſome ſhort intervals from his pain, He would 
thank the Lord, and ſpeak of his goodneſs to him. 
His reſignedneſs and patience was remarkable, for 
notwithſtanding the greatneſs of his pains, he was 
never obſerved to repine, or utter any irreverent ex- 
preſſions, but would praiſe God, and acknowledge 
his goodneſs to him. 

He departed in great quietneſs, without either ſigh 
or groan, on the 24th of the tenth month, 1717, aged 
about forty-eight years, 


——ñ————————.—ñ—ñ——'—? 


ICHARD HEY DON, of Oddington, in the 
county of Glouceſter, was a plain, ſincere- 
hearted man; of a loving, compathonate ſpirit; 
a nouriſher of good in all, and one who bore a teſti- 
mony againſt every appearance of evil, having a 
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fervent love and zeal for truth, and laboured for the 
proſperity of it, and was a good example in his day, 
to both old and young : of whom it may be faid,he was 
a preacher of righteouſneſs, his life and converſation 
being agreeable to his profeſſion ; ſo that the inno- 
cency and ſweetneſs of truth appeared in him, even 
in his commerce and dealing amongſt men, it bein 

his care, to give no offence either to Jew or Gentile, 
or the church of Chriſt ; it might be ſaid in a good 
meaſure of him, as was ſaid of Nathaniel, "That 


„ he was an Iſraelite indeed, in whom was no guile;“ 


for he preached in life and converſation, even to thoſe 
that were without, and was a good example in ſo do- 
ing to all that make a profeſſion of the bleſſed truth, 
amongſt whom he alſo laboured in word and doctrine, 
exhorting all © to faithfulneſs in God, and his truth, 
that ſo they might feel the living virtue of it in 
* themlelves, whereby they might come to be ſea- 
© {oned with the ſalt of the covenant.“ 
He was under great concern of mind for his 
children, and in order that they might come to wit- 
neſs a growth in the truth, he was often concerned 
to wait upon the Lord in his family, to ſeek to him 
in ſupplication for them; and the Lord was pleaſed 
to anſwer the deſire of his ſoul in a good meaſure, 


and he was greatly comforted therein. 


Although his gift in the miniſtry was not large, 
yet finding a concern upon his mind, (which had 
reſted upon him for ſome years] to viſit the churches 


of Chriſt in Wales, and a companion offering, he 


proceeded with the unity of friends, in which ſervice 
he had great fatisfaftion. It pleaſed the Lord, (wha 
knows what is beſt for his peopte) to viſit him with 
the ſmall-pox, at our worthy friend, John George's 
houſe, at Landewybrevy, in Cardiganſhire ; in which 


he was reſigned to the will of the Lord, and ſpoke 


of his goodneſs to his ſoul : although he was in great 
pain, and very ill in body, his ſoul was viſited by 
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the tendering power, and love of God, fo that he 
ſat up in his bed, and with tears declared of the 
ſweetneſs and virtue of it. Oh! how ſweet is 
the love of God; it is now ſweet to my taſte ; 
© ſweeter than honey, yea, than the honey- comb; it 
ſeaſoneth our exerciſes; it ſweeteneth the bitter 
© cup unto us, and the divine {ſtreams of it bring 
comfort and refreſhment to every weary ſoul.” 

And again expreſſing his concern that friends 
might witneſs the Lord near at ſuch a time, he ſaid, 


A profeſſion of truth, without faithfulneſs there- 


2 


£ unto, is to little purpoſe; it will bring no com- 
© fort in a time of trial, which comes many times 
£ when we are not aware of it. Many are thoſe 
© unto whom the Lord has made known his way; 
© and oh! that all might make ſtraight ſteps in it.“ 
Some friends coming to ſee him, he was opened 
in advice to them, and in great tenderneſs of ſpirit, 
ſaid, © It is neceſſary for friends when they meet 
© together, in order to worſhip God, to ſit down 
under a right exerciſe of mind, and with diligence 
wait to feel his power to tender and bow down 
their ſpirits before him, that ſo they may come to 
feel the virtue and weight of truth upon their ſpi- 
rits, which in itſelf is pure and weighty. 
© And as they thus meet, they will be livingly 
© concerned for the honour thereof ; but it is too 
© common to ſee ſome amongſt us, yea, ſome that 
< profeſs the truth, overcome with ſleep when they 
© are in meetings, which brings trouble and ſorrow 
© to the diligent and honeſt hearted, and may be 


ſtumbling- blocks to other people that may come 
© among us.” 


Thus this dear friend was concerned for the pro- 
ſperity of truth to the laſt, and his diſtemper in- 
creaſing upon him, yet he continued in a quiet frame 
of ſpirit, and on the 23d of the tenth month, de- 


parted this life like a lamb, without either ſigh or 
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roan, and is, we doubt not, entered into that reſt, 
that God has prepared for the righteous, 
His body was accompanied to friends burying— 
place at Landovery, where he was interred the 25th 
of the ſame month, 1717, aged 67 years. 


—ͤñ—— — — 


ARGARET HO ARE, wife of Joſeph 

Hoare, of Cork, was beloved by friends in 
general, divers of whom came to viſit her in the 
time of her weakneſs; in ſeveral of which viſits they 
had ſweet and heavenly ſeaſons, wherein the melting 
power and love of God was at times richly manifeſt- 


ed; and in ſome of them ſhe was drawn forth in teſti. 


mony, to the tendering of many hearts. 

Some time before her departure, many friends 
being in her room, and waiting in ſilence upon the 
Lord, ſhe was drawn forth livingly in teſtimony, 
by way of advice and counſel to them, and ſaid 
ſomething relating to her ſervice, and teſtimony for 


the Lord. To friends ſhe preſſingly recommended, 


© their ſeeking after, and loving the Lord above all 
and the enjoyment of truth, and the life of it, be- 
yond the world, and the things of it; and not to 
let their minds be taken up, and incumbered with 
fading and tranſitory objects; and then they would 
both clearly fee their way, and be ready and willing 
to do and anſwer what the Lord might be pleaſed to 
© require of them.“ Adding in great tenderneſs of 
ſpirit, © that as to herſelf, ſhe could in great humility 
© and reverence, as well as thankfulneſs, ſay, ſhe 
had anſwered the Lord's requirings in her day, by 
giving up to his ſervice ; and that ſhe could nat 
charge herſelf with declining any journey or ſer- 
vice, that the Lord required of her; which,” faid 
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ſhe, © is now my great comfort, and ſatisfaction of 
« ſoul, in this the time of my weakneſs.” 

At another time, being overcome with the love of 
God, ſhe ſpoke, © in a holy admiration thereof, and 
of the excellency of God's falvation, and of her 


© feeling it at that time: adding, with great ſweet- 


neſs and fervency of ſpirit, « My ſalvation is ſealed,” 
Seeing ſome friends very ſorrowful, ſhe ſaid to 


them, © Be not concerned for me, I pray you; there 


> 


is no cauſe of forrow on my account.“ She ex- 
preſſed her great affection to her huſband's two chil- 
dren, and their affection and dutifulneſs to her; and 
ſaid to her ſon-in-law, Joſeph, © That ſhe could 
© never make any difference between them and her 
© own children; deſiring, that as his little brothers 
© might grow up, they ſhould live in love with one 
© another :? adding, © the Lord was pleaſed once to 
© bring thee very low, and he had a good end in 
© raiſing thee up again; and as the Lord loved him, 
© ſhe deſired he might love the Lord.“ And to her 
brother Pike expreſied herſelf after this manner, with 


much aftection: My dear brother,” faid ſhe, © I 


have loved thee very dearly in the truth, ever ſinace 
our firſt acquaintance, and my ſoul hath been 
nearly united to thee by the Lord's ſpirit, in which 
our love, union, and fellowſhip hath ſtood ; we 
muſt part, but in a little time we ſhall meet again, 
never to part more.“ ; 

Several friends weeping about her, ſhe ſaid to 
them, © Do not cry for me; I do not die as one 
© without hope; I ſhall have no more tears, they 
© are all wiped away :? and ſome time after ſhe was 
heard to ſpeak ſoftly to herſelf, praying to the Lord, 


and praiſing him, ſaying, My ſoul doth magnify 


« the Lord, with more to the ſame purpoſe. 
At ſeveral times ſhe expreſſed to ſome friends her 
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in her right place. She defired that her dear love 
might be remembered to her mother. The day before 
ſhe died, ſhe ſaid to ſome friends about her: Re- 
© member my dear love to all my dear friends, and 
tell them J am going to my God, and their God; 
to my King, and their King: I have a clear con- 
© ſcience, void of offence, towards God, and to- 
© wards all men:“ and ſo went on magnifying the 
Lord ſeveral times. The ſame day ſhe was taken 
with a violent fit of coughing, ſo that herſelf, and 
the friends about her, thought ſhe was going off; 
but recovering again, ſhe ſaid, with a holy concern 
of mind, and mult I ſtay longer; I thought I was 
« ſweetly paſſing away.” | 

Her brother Pike coming to ſee her, ſhe ſaid to 
him, © Dear brother, I am glad to ſee thee, but 
© ſhould have been gladder to have been gone ; I 
© thought I was ſweetly paſſing away; oh! ſweetly, 
« ſweetly, I thought I was going.“ Growing weak- 
er and weaker, her ſtrength and ſpeech began to fail, 
which ſome friends obſerving, and liſtening to hear, 
perceived by what ſhe uttered, as if ſhe had ſeen a 
viſion of a glorious city, for ſhe was heard to ſay, 
An excellent city, paved* (as they underſtood ſhe 
meant) with gold; adding, it will be mine for 
© ever.* Thus by degrees her {ſtrength and ſpeech 
failing, ſhe died in the Lord, the 24th day of the 
firſt month, 1717-18, being greatly lamented. 


The foregoing inſtances are but a few, in com- 
pariſon of the many ſweet and heavenly expreſſiong 
which dropt from her in the time of her weakneſs, 


12»*„k᷑. — - 
= —— OC — — _— — — — — - 


298 PIETY PROMOTED. 


OHN SKELTON, of London, received the 

J bleſſed truth in the love of it, by which he was 
anctified, and prepared for the work of the miniſtry 
of the goſpel of Chriſt; and through the grace of 
God was enabled to be a faithful labourer therein ; 
and his converſation being agreeable to the truth he 
preached, and his love to God and the brethren un- 
feigned, through diligence he improved in the talent 
received, | 

In the year 1715 he was drawn in the love of God 
to viſit friends in many counties of England and 
Wales, and the Lord's living preſence was with him, 
to the joy of his ſoul, as he declared. 

After his return he viſited the meetings of friends 
in London, and the adjacent parts. When taken ill 
he was in a heavenly Fins, and reſigned to the will 
of God whether to live or die; for,“ ſaid he, I 
© witneſs peace with God, through Jeſus Chriſt, in 
© whom alone I truſt for eternal life and ſalvation.“ 
Great tenderneſs of ſpirit appeared in him, and ſe- 
veral ſweet and comfortable expreſſions dropt from 
him. At one time he ſaid, © The Lord is abun- 
© dantly good to my ſoul; he hath fitted and pre- 
© pared me for himſelf.” At another time, © The 
© Lord's will be done; I will wait all the days of 
© my appointed time, till my change come.” 

He often made an humble and grateful mention of 
the goodneſs of God, and love of Chriſt to his ſoul, 
and brake forth into praiſes to his excellent name. 
The morning before he departed, being aſked, whe- 
ther he had any thing more to ſay to his wife and 


daughter, anſwered, © I have no more to ſay to them.“ 
A friend a little after ſaid, © Dear John, I perceive 
thou art not far from thy journey's end; it will 


not be long before thou wilt be at thy heavenly 
© Father's houſe, where are many manſions of blits 
and 
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© and glory.“ He anſwered, © I hope ſo: and ſoon 
after quietly departed in peace with the Lord, and 


is entered into that bleſſed and everlaſting reſt that 


is promiſed to the pcople of God, 

His body was interred on the 10th of the firſt 
month, 1718, at friends burying-ground near Bun- 
hill-fields, being accompanied from the Peel meet- 
ing-houſe by many friends and others; aged ſixty- 
three years. 


— ͤ =_———— 


EORGE GIBSON was educated among 
friends, and it pleaſed the Lord to viſit him 


with his grace and good ſpirit, in his very tender 


years, whereby he was early inclined to ſeek aſter 
the kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs ; and be- 
ing obedient thercunto, he came to have an expe- 
rience of the work thereof in himſelf, which made 
his converſation ſober and grave, as became the re- 
ligious profeſſion he made. 

It pleaſed God, who ſaw the ſincerity and upright- 
neſs of his heart, to call him to the work of the 
miniſtry about the twenty- fifth year of his age, which 
he entered into with great fear and humility. He 
was ſlow of ſpeech, and not haſty to deliver what 
was upon his mind ; and notwithſtanding his voice 
was low, the favour of life attended his miniſtry, 
which he was very careful to wait for, and thereb 
was made ſerviceable and honourable in the church ; 
and a godly care was conſtantly upon him, to adorn 
his doctrine by a converſation ſuitable thereto, by 
which he obtained a good report in the parts where 
he dwelt, among thoſe who made not profeſſion with 
us. He travelled pretty much in the work of the 
miniſtry in this nation; he was alſo in Ireland and 
Scotland, and his ſervice was well accepted among 
friends and others where he came, 


And 
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And this is further to be obſerved, that when he 
was not employed in the ſervice of the miniſtry, he 
was very ciligent and induſtrious in his outward buſi- 
neſs, thereby endeavouring to maintain his family 
and bring up his children decently ; and it pleaſed 
the Lord ſo to bleſs his labours that the end thereof 
was anſwered. He was much concerned for his 
children's weltare, not only as to outward things, but 
that they might be ſubject unto the Lord his God, 
often adviſing and exhorting them, © to fear the Lord 
© in their young and tender years ;* which advice 
there is reaſon to hope hath had, and may have ſome 
good effect on them. 

It pleaſed the Lord to viſit him with the ſmall- 
pox, about the firſt of the firſt month, 1718, which 
was very fore upon him, but he bore his affliction 
with true Chriſtian patience and reſignation to the 
will of God. He was viſited by divers friends, to 
whom he expreſſed, That he was fully reſigned to 
© the will of God ; and that although he had under- 
gone a great deal of bodily aMiction during his ill- 
neſs, yet it was little to him ; for he had a being 
that was not ſhaken. That if the Lord had any 
further ſervice for him in this world, he did not 


but if it pleaſed God to remove him now, there 
was nothing ſtood in his way: he could have 
been glad to have ſeen his children ſettled in the 
world ;* nevertheleſs added, Not my will, but 
the Lord's will be done.” | 
His diſtemper increaſing upon him a little before 
he died, his fon aſked him how he did; after a little 
pauſe he anſwered, © I am under grace, in the power 
of truth, and that is my comfort ;* which was the 
laſt ſentence he was heard to ſpeak : and fo quietly 
departed this life the 12th of the firſt month, 1718, 
at his dwelling-houſe in Thetford, in the county of 
Norfolk, in the forty-eighth year of his age, having 
. laboured 
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laboured in the miniſtry about twenty-two years, 


and was buried in friends burial- ground in the ſaid 
town, 
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NNE DIXON, daughter of Chriſtopher and 
Elizabeth Dixon, of Streatlam in the count 
of Durham, was from a child religiouſly inclined, 
much delighted in reading of good books, and of a 
ſober life and converſation, gaining a good report of 
all ; watchful that ſhe might not offend the Lord by 
being an evil example unto others ; who falling ſick 
of the ſmall-pox, upon the 7th day of the fecond 
month, 1718, continued in great weakneſs of body 
the ſpace of fix days; during which time, theſe ex- 
preſſions following, amongſt others, were obſerved, 

Being under great afflition, ſhe ſaid, One had 
© need be near the Lord, for we know not how ſoon 
© we may be taken away: I hope the Lord will be 
© merciful unto me, not through my good works, 
but by his favour and great lovingkindneſs. It is 
© well I lived ſo near the Lord, it is neceſſary fo to 
© do, and if the Lord ſhould ſpare me any longer, I 
© hope I ſhall live nearer him than ever ;* ſaying, 
O God! remember me.“ Allo ſhe faid to her 
father, © Dear father, have a care that thou do no- 
© thing that may offend God; and if thou haſt done 
© any thing that hath offended him, let the time paſt 
< be ſufficient.” Being in ſome agony of ſpirit, ſhe 
faid, Oh! that I had a full aſſurance of my en- 
trance: defiring all preſent to withdraw, her 


mother only excepted, and turning her face to the 


wall, in a little time ſhe broke forth into praiſes, 
ſaying, © I have now received full aſſurance from the 
5 N now I can return him praifes: Oh ! glory 
© is my God :? repeating it over again, faying fur- 
ther, © the Lord was near, and I knew it not: 

Vol. II. 3 praiſing 
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praiſing the Lord in an harmonious manner. Ano- 
ther time ſhe ſaid, © If I go now, I hope 1 ſhall be no 
£ diſhonour to the truth; I have nothing but love and 
< goodwill to all: I have wronged nobody, neither 
< done any ill thing (that I know of) in all my lite. 
< I expect people will praiſe me when I am gene, 
£ but all the praiſe is due to the Lord.“ Being very 
weak, ſhe ſaid, © "Though my afflictions be great, yet 
© I am borne up over them all; it is a brave thing 
© 'to be prepared for a dying-bed : Lord, haſten thy 
< work ;* ſeveral times exprefling her willingneſs to 
die; and being in true love and charity with all, ſhe 
departed this life in peace with the Lord, upon the 
12th, and was buried at Raby, the 15th day of the 
ſecond month, 1718, aged 26 years, 


JOHN CREWDSON, of Kendal, Weſtmoreland, 

at one time ſpeaking of the exerciſes of the Lord's 
people, ſaid, © The Lord was {till with them, ſo long 
cas they kept faithful to him.“ Mentioning the won-. 
derful deliverances of God to the children of Iſrael, 
while they ſtood faithful to him, and the great trial 
of the three children that were caſt into the fiery fur- 
nace, and their wonderful preſervation therein. As 
alſo the trial of Daniel, who being caſt into the lions 


den, and ſtanding faithful to God, was preſerved 


through all. Under the conſideration hereof, he ad- 
viſed all, To be true and faithful to the Lord, that 
s they may witneſs preſervation in, and through all 
£ their exerciſes.” 

At another time he ſaid, © He deſired, whether he 
£ lived or died, it might be to the glory of God ; and 
£ that if it pleaſed the Lord to remove him at this 


£ time, he would be a huſband to the widow, and a 


„father 
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father to the fatherleſs children; and that he would 
© be pleaſed to enable him to leave a teſtimony for 
him, to them that were left behind ;* expreſſing at 
that time his great ſatisfaction, That he felt ſalva- 
© tion near to him.“ He was often concerned to ad- 
viſe thoſe preſent, To be very careful how they ſpent 
© their time whilit in health, for he found there was 
© enough to do upon a ſick-bed, and that many did 
not rightly conſider how ſwiftly time ſlipt away, 
© being not concerned to walk in an exerciſing path.“ 
He earneftly defired, © the Lord would be pleaſed to 
carry on, and proſper that great work he had be- 
gun; and that he would be with friends in their 
ſeveral meetings for diſcipline, eſpecially in this 
place.“ 
Being in a heavenly frame of mind, he prayed fer- 
vently to the Lord, to the tendering the hearts of 
friends preſent, ſaying, * O Lord! thou knoweſt my 
weakneſs and inability of body, and that I am as a 
worm, and no man, and ſcarce am able many times,, 
to think a good thought, the enemy is ſo buſy, now 
in my great weakneſs; yet molt holy Lord, I am 
humbly thankful to thee, for that thou haſt been 
graciouſly pleaſed to promiſe thou wilt make war, 
and fight all my battles for me. O Lord! thy love, 
and the enjoyment of thy preſence, is more to me, 
than all the etjoyments of this fading world; yea, 
far beyond all cordials. 1 humbly crave it of thee, 
(if it be thy will) to favour me therewith more and 
more, in this time of great weakneſs, even to the 
end. And O moſt holy Lord! I am truly thank- 
ful to thee, for thy many favours and bleſſings to 
my family, both ſpiritual and temporal ; and if it be 
thy good pleaſure to ſeparate us, I beg of thee, that 
thou wilt receive whom thou art pleaſed to remove, 
and ſtay with. them that are left behind. 

Cec2 © Lord, 
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© Lord, thou knoweſt I have many times been ear- 
neſtly concerned in my ſpirit for a young genera- 
tion, grant that my children may come up to ſerve 
thee in thy fear; and although I have educated 
them according to the beſt of my underſtanding 
and perſuaſion, yet Lord I beg of thee, let them 
know thy work in their own hearts for themſelves, 
leſt a libertine ſpirit ſhould at any time prevail.” 
Another time ſeveral friends being preſent, he ſaid, 
Dear friends, I fcel ſomething upon my mind to 
fay to you, which is, the Lord is good to his cho- 
ſen and redeemed people; and although I have been 
very poor, inwardly poor, of late, yet may ſay as 
I have waited upon, and ſought the Lord, he hath 
been pleaſed to open to me the ſpring of life and 
truth again, to the comforting of my poor ſoul ; 
and though my exerciſe of body is, and has been 
very great, ſo that I have never had the like in all 
my time, never fo near death as I ſeem to be, yet I 
tee] the ſupporting hand of the Lord underneath : 
and notwithſtanding I have as comfortable enjoy- 
ments in this world as moſt men, yet the enjoy- 
ment of truth is above al], 

© Dear friends, labour in your meetings, and in 
your families, to witneſs the work of truth for your- 
ſelves, to help over the dark, dull, heavy ſpirit, that 
clouds friends in their meetings ; there is great need 
of it for both old and young : there is the earth, 
and the clods of the earth, that very much hurt the 
minds of friends, but as they abide near the truth 
in themſelves, when they come to die, they will not 


want a crown.“ He ſpoke this, with ſeveral other 


things relating to his journey to and from London, 
to the ſatisfaction of friends; and ſo concluded with 


0 


N high praiſes, to the Lord God, and the 


© Lamb, who over all is worthy, now and for ever.“ 
Amen. | 


He 
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was hurtful in itſelf, and had proved ſo to many, ſo 
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| He departed this life the 25th of the fourth month, 
1718, in the 43d year of his age, and was buried in 
friends burying-ground in Kendal, 


—— Cs 


A ſhort Account from Ireland, concerning our dear 
deceaſed Friend, SAMUEL RAN DAL, of Cork, 
dated the twelfth Month, 1719. 


N dwell among us (about forty years paſt) when 
but a 8 man, by his grave and ſolid converſa- 
tion, he adorned the bleſſed truth he made profeſſion 
of, but rather to commemorate his ſervices in the 
church of Chriſt, and thoſe qualifications wherewith 
the Lord was pleaſed to furniſh him, whereby he be- 
came ſerviceable, which, when we conſider, we can- 
not but be ſorrowfully affected for the great loſs we 
have ſuſtained ; for, as he was a good example him- 
ſelf, in plainneſs, temperance, and juſtice among 
men, ſo he was alſo zealouſly concerned for the ho- 
nour of God, and the promotion of his holy truth ; 
and that good order and diſcipline might be main- 
tained among the profeſſors thereof; and the line of 


O T to mention at large his firſt coming to 


Juſtice and judgment, might be extended towards 


looſe, and diſorderly walkers, that thereby the holy 
truth might be cleared from the reproach and ſcandal 
that ſuch brought upon it. 

In his dealings either with particular families, or 
perſons, he diſcharged his duty faithfully, without 
partiality, or reſpect of perſons, wherein he was ſome- 
times ſharp, as occaſion required. And as he was 
deeply ſenſible, that the world's converſation, and the 
eager purſuit after the riches and greatneſs thereof, 


Was 
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was he in both reſpects concerned to be exemplary ; 
for when conſiderable advantages of getting preſented, 
with a very probable proſpect, he often denied him- 
ſelf for truth and example's fake. And although he 
had not a publick gift in the miniſtry, he was often 
concerned to ſpeak cloſe and home to the ſtates and 
conditions of many, to the reaching their underſtand- 
ings. 

And thus in the place of an elder, we may ſay he 
was worthy of double honour, giving himſelf up cheer- 
fully and willingly to the ſervice of truth, not only at 
home, but by his conſtant attendance at national and 
province meetings, for many years, in winter as well 
as ſummer, until of late, being hindered by age and 
weakneſs of his conſtitution, he could not go fo fre- 
quently as before, 

Much more might be faid, as to his many, and 
particular, ſervices in love to truth, and the churches 
of Chriſt ; but intending brevity, we have given this 
ſhort teſtimony, to be recorded as a memorial of him, 
with deſires, that as the Lord fitted and qualified him 
for every good word and work he concerned him in, 
ſo he may raiſe up many more to ſupply the place of 
him, and the many other worthy elders, which of late 
have been removed from among us, that fo from one 
generation to another, there may be a faithful people, 
who may be rightly concerned, that the teſtimony of 
the Lord's holy truth may be kept up in all its bran- 
ches. 5 


Of his latter End and Death. 


HE was taken ill of a pleuritick fever, and ſaid at 


firſt, © He thought he was death ſtruck. and was well 
content to die; being wearv of a troubleſome 
world; that he had lived to the years of his father, 


and 
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© and if it were the Lord's will, he was contented to 
go now. He was not afraid of death, having no- 
* thing that ſtood in his way.“ In the continuance of 
his ſickneſs, he ſpoke many ſweet expreſſions, ſome of 
which follow: That he had loved, and ſought the 
© Lord in his youthful days; and that he had been 
with him, and preſerved him through many diffi- 
© culties and exerciſes. And now,' ſaid he, I have 
© a ſenſe of, and do feel his goodneſs, which is more 
© joy to me than all vitibles; and though he has 
brought me to a weak bed, I can praiſe his name ;? 
often lifting up his hands, making melody in his 
heart. One morning being very weak, and ſhort- 
breathed, he ſpoke of the goodneſs of the Lord to 
him: the evening before, The ſweet favour,” ſaid 
he, * ſtill remains with me ;* adding, © That he de- 
© fired none of his dear friends or relations, would 
pray for his recovery, but rather that he might have 
an eaſy paſlage, and patience to bear the pains of 
death.“ As he was often in the time of his health, 
deeply concerned for his children, © T hat as they grew 
in years, they might grow in truth, and the fear of 
© the Lord;? ſo he now told them, he was more con- 
cerned, *© That they might walk orderly, and have a 
portion in the truth, than for the great things and 
« riches of this world.“ The day before he died, he 
called for them, to whom he gave ſweet and heaven] 
advice; and particularly expreſſed to his ſon Samuel, 
How great his concern had been for his welfare 
© every way, deliring him to ſeek the Lord, truſt in 
© him, and he would preſerve and bleis him; alſo to 
© bring up his children in the fear of the Lord, and 
© keep them from evil company, and to employ- 
ments.“ And in a general way to them all, he 
ſaid thus: © I have been often concerned for you, 
that you might ſeek the Lord for yourſelves, and 
£ live in his holy fear, and then it will be well with 
you when you come to die.“ 

After 
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After this, growing weaker and weaker, two 
friends coming to ſee him, he looked cheerfully on 
them, and faid, © I am about finiſhing my courſe ;” 
ſo his breath growing ſhorter, he lay quiet; and be- 
ing ſenſible to the laſt, after eight days ſickneſs, he 
laid down his head in peace with the Lord, and in 
a ſweet unity with his people, the 26th day of the 
fourth month, 1718, and was buried the 29th, aged 
about 64 years. 
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